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			​Mandate 

			God once said to me, “Go! I’m sending you like I sent Moses, my prophet to liberate my people from all oppressions of the devil through the preaching and teaching of the Word of Faith. Raise the foundations of many generations, prophesy over them and school them into supernatural knowledge, wisdom, and exploits; impart into them my power and wisdom; release them into their glorious and unparalleled destinies.”

		


		
			​Introduction

			What does the word endurance mean? Well, the dictionary meaning of the word endurance is the ability to endure an unpleasant or difficult process or situation without giving way. That is such a good definition! However, the way a child of God endures in life differs from someone who is not a child of God. In the Kingdom of God, we endure by faith—nothing else! Faith is the major ingredient in our endurance which is in Christ Jesus. If you are enduring without faith, then you are suffering unknowingly. Many Christians think they are enduring for the sake of the Gospel when in the real sense they are suffering 

			The synonyms of the word endurance include toleration, forbearance, perseverance, persistence, durability, tenacity, and lasting power. Of course, all these words are powerful and describe exactly what it is to endure. Unfortunately, as a child of God, when your faith is missing, then your endurance comes down to suffering. We endure by faith in God and His Word. Nothing more and nothing less! Just be careful that you don’t deceive yourself by assuming you are enduring the tests of life when, in an actual sense, you are punishing yourself. Every God-driven endurance revolves on the wheels of faith in Christ Jesus.

			Is endurance pleasant? No! It is not something that anyone would want in life from a natural point of view. However, when you understand the reason and purpose of your endurance, you will appreciate it no matter how unpleasant it may be. There are things I have endured in my life because I wanted to walk in the will of God for my life. Beloved, to endure for the sake of the Gospel will always cost you a fortune in life. Many people, even Christians, want shortcuts to life, hence life has cut them short. God and His Word must test you before you can be trusted. Jesus said something powerful about endurance in the Bible.

			Matthew 24:7-14

			For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in various places.  All these are the beginning of sorrows. “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all nations for My name’s sake. And then many will be offended, will betray one another, and will hate one another. Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many. And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow cold. But he who endures to the end shall be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.

			Enduring for the sake of the Kingdom of God is crucial and Biblical. My prayer is that you will take the message of endurance seriously in your life in Jesus’ name!!

		


		
			​Chapter One

			​The Meaning of Endurance

			2 Peter 1:5-9

			But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.

			What is Endurance?

			1. It is a place of radical decisions. (Mark 5:25-34).

			2. It is a place of no compromise with your faith in God and His Word. (Hebrews 11:1-40)

			3. It is a place of not giving up. (Mark 10:46-52).

			4. It is a place of total loyalty to God and His Word. (Matthew 8:5-13).

			5. It is faith at its highest level in Christ Jesus. (Hebrews 10:30-39).

			6. It is one fruit of the spirit. (Galatians 5:22-26).

			7. It is the ability to still look up to God amid predicaments and unpleasant moments in your life. (Psalm 34:5).

			It is possible to have diligence, faith, virtue, knowledge, and self-control in your life, but you still need perseverance. Why? That is because perseverance or endurance will always win! Without endurance, then the equation is not complete! Every endurance is by faith in God and His Word! Unfortunately, enduring without faith will be classified as suffering. And again, there are certain challenges we endure in life that will eventually help further the Gospel. If you refuse to endure challenges in life as a child of God, you don’t know what you are doing or missing. Enduring for the sake of the Gospel is powerful and profitable.

			When you endure any dilemma in life, your endurance must be based on the Word of God. People enduring anything in life without the Word of God are punishing themselves. Why? That is because enduring without God’s Word has no foundation and purpose. Many people have given in to spiritual compromise because they lacked the endurance that was based on God’s Word. One thing you must know is that when you endure as a child of God, you must rely upon the Holy Spirit. Nothing else! The Holy Spirit will be there to sustain and give you strength. Certainly, we always need the Holy Spirit! 

			Matthew 4:1-4

			Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ 

			Don’t look at what you are going through in this world as the end of your life. Everyone who went very far in life endured hardship and times of testing. Of course, enduring hardship is not something pleasant. However, when you endure according to the rules of engagement based on the Word of God, your future will be secure. I believe endurance is part and parcel of God’s plan for your life as a way of God promoting you. For example, Joseph never got elevated in Egypt by imagination, but through endurance. He endured a lot of hardship and hopeless situations. Eventually, God lifted and decorated his life as a Prime Minister.

			When you endure according to the divine will of God, just know your future is glorious. People who shun away God’s idea of endurance never go far. If you cannot endure, you cannot be trusted at all! Christians may wonder why God would want to test them either by His Word or instructions. Well, it is all about trust! Can He trust you? Each time you are required to endure by God, the essence of it is always about trust. The only way God can prove your loyalty to Him is by testing your ability to endure with the help of the Holy Spirit. It may sound hard, but that is what it is! You can’t be elevated more than your endurance. 

			Psalm 105:16-20

			Moreover He called for a famine in the land; He destroyed all the provision of bread. He sent a man before them— Joseph —who was sold as a slave. They hurt his feet with fetters, He was laid in irons. Until the time that his word came to pass, The word of the Lord tested him. The king sent and released him, The ruler of the people let him go free.

			Enduring hardship without a purpose as a child of God is a spiritual punishment. For example, Paul the Apostle knew that the hardship in his life and ministry was part and parcel of God’s divine plan. He knew that his suffering would culminate in the furtherance of the Gospel to many people. Paul’s endurance was not human-orchestrated, instead, it was based on God’s Word in Christ Jesus. Hence, as a child of God, you must know the reason you are enduring, otherwise your life will not experience God’s divine hand.

			Philippians 1:12-14

			But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which happened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the gospel, so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ;  and most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.

			Enduring for the sake of the gospel is part and parcel of your destiny in Christ Jesus. 

			It is not Meant to Kill You 

			Enduring trials and tests in life won’t be pleasant at all, but there are untold benefits thereof. Beloved, when you endure according to the rules of engagement, your life will flourish in Christ Jesus. Each time you don’t want to go through a process to get somewhere, you will employ shortcuts. Often, God’s divine elevations have a process that demands endurance. The reason people, even Christians, bow down to pressure in life is that they lack the spirit of endurance. I pray God opens your spiritual eyes in Jesus’ name.

			Christians who refuse to endure will always give up in life. Endurance has everything to do with your spiritual tenacity and capacity. A place where, no matter the pressures of life, compromising your spiritual life won’t be an option. There are certain dimensions of honour and blessings that will require God to test your loyalty to Him. God will want to know if you are trustworthy. Why do you think God led Israel a long way to the Promised Land instead of a short way? He was testing their loyalty! Those who did not endure up to the end never made it to the Promised Land. Instead, they died in the wilderness!

			Exodus 13:17-18

			Then it came to pass, when Pharaoh had let the people go, that God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was near; for God said, “Lest perhaps the people change their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt.” So God led the people around by way of the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of Israel went up in orderly ranks out of the land of Egypt.

			We are told in the above Scripture that the way of the Philistines was the shortest, but God did not lead them through that way. Instead, He led them by a long way! Why? It was all about testing their loyalty through their endurance. Friends, endurance is a huge virtue in the Kingdom of God. Without it, you can’t go to the next level. Now, one of the major reasons for the test of endurance is for God to find out if He can trust you. Yes, He wants to know what is in your heart—can you walk with Him all the days of your life? Many people, even Christians after God has blessed them with wealth, turn their backs on Him. 

			Just because we go to church and pray in the spirit does not mean God trusts us! One major way God tests our trust in Him is through our Bible-based endurance. What do you do when things are tough in your life? Do you still look to God for everything? When things are not going your way, are you going to curse God and die, as Job’s wife suggested to Job? (Job 2:1-11). Can you still pray and worship God with or without material blessings in your life? Hence, to find out if God can trust you, He will take you through a process in life to test your endurance and loyalty to
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