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     Dedication 
To my lovely wife Susan and our son Mathew whose presence in my life is a daily inspiration and comfort. A special thank you to Mathew. At age eight on our then two-week end-of-year holiday, he sat with me each morning as I wrote this Tale, one episode per day. We chatted about how the Tale was taking shape, who the characters were and whether the story kept him interested. Happily it did.

      

    

Front cover: The blue-shaded waterfall in front of the Temple of Tosharlin. Image used under license from Shutterstock.com
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About this Tale 
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This Tale will appeal to readers aged between eight and their mid-teens, and to adults with wide reading interests. It tells how Inspirando escapes the evil clutches of Mandor who has magically enslaved everyone in his village, viciously forcing them to mine for gold. Inspirando is injured during his escape. A holy man and healer cares for him and tells him about the Temple of Tosharlin. There he will find a powerful Potion that gives the drinker great courage and the power to overcome evil. Inspirando wants to find the Temple and drink the Potion so he can confront Mandor’s evil and rescue the villagers. He is helped in this quest by Thieladia, who reads thoughts and moves objects by thinking, Raffa, a fighter with great strength, and Celestia, a gifted problem-solver. Each play their part in overcoming various obstacles on the way to the Temple, and during their return to the village where Inspirando confronts Mandor. 
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About the Author 



[image: ]


James Garnham has lived in Australia (24 years), Scotland (21 years), and now New Zealand (36 years so far). James, a scientist, has nevertheless had long-standing interests in myths, fables, tales, and parables as ways of understanding how and why we think and act as we do in everyday life. Related to these interests is his first eBook, Beyond the Mirage: The Tales of Lemrol-Gan, written between 1973 and 1987 while he was in Scotland*. Subsequently in New Zealand, James wrote his second eBook, Life Lessons: 90 Guidelines for Living. With his wife Susan’s deep involvement, James wrote the Lessons for their son Mathew during the 10-years after his fifth birthday**. Also, with Mathew’s involvement at the age of eight, 24 years ago, James wrote The Temple of Tosharlin as a single morality tale for Mathew. Now published as James’ sixth eBook, he hopes you enjoy it.

*Published in 2020

**Published in 2020
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1. Inspirando’s Escape 
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Inspirando reached the high pass. This was his escape path from the hell he had been living for the last 5 years. Looking back, he paused. Gloom hung over the Valley of Hordroom, the smell of evil so strong it stifled his every breath. Escape was his only thought - escape from the beatings, escape from slavery, escape from starvation, escape from Mandor.

The chance came just before dawn when his guard fell asleep. He had planned this for many days. The backbreaking work of a slave might have exhausted his body but could not still his mind. At night he had secretly fashioned a key from a discarded necklace. The key freed him from his shackles.

As the guard snored, he crept from the place, silently moving across the village square and into the forest. There he quickened his pace, only to be slowed as the slope became steeper. Soon every step was a struggle as he dragged himself upward between the trees. Without the strength he had gained from the physical labour he had endured he could never have made it to the valley rim where he now stood looking back.

A horn sounded the alarm and Inspirando heard the guards shouting as they scattered throughout the village searching for him. He was terrified he would be caught and ran from the place.

Inspirando frantically ran down the other side. Gathering speed, he stumbled and fell, stood, and fell again, rolling and sliding over the rocks and through the
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