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Today is moving day, and I want to make sure I have everything I need. I turned around to take one last look at the apartment I’d grown up in, and I’d inherited from my mother, and father. With this rent stabilized apartment in Manhattan, I was able to pay my way through college without giving it all to rent, and a landlord who didn’t care if we had heat in the winter. If I had children, and God forbid married, I would have had to move out. 

Now I’m able to pay for a place of my own in this economy, and especially in Manhattan where I’d grown up because I’ve landed this great job, and I don’t have to move to Brooklyn where some of my families are. 

My cousins lived in Brooklyn and said that I should move there because it had changed. It wasn’t Brooklyn, but being too close to relatives that had me on edge. Family had a way of putting extra pressure on you, asking you questions like why aren’t you married and are you gay. No I’m not gay and I like men, lots of men. I didn’t want to date just one man, but two and if I were lucky three, and I didn’t care if they were black or whatever. 

My family wanted to know too much of your business, why I wasn’t dating, and when was I going to get married. And then there was the possibility that one of them wanted to rent my sofa for a few weeks, and never leave. It was too stressful. It was hard enough being a Black woman where the family from hell had to add to my anxiety. I didn’t need that shit so you know Brooklyn was out for me.  

Then there’s the matter of my uncle. You can’t really tell a crazy old uncle who had fallen on hard times to leave when he eats all your food, don’t go to work when you’ve found him a job, and leave you with all the bills without having a backlash from all your family members. And that’s what happened to me. No one likes an independent woman who’s not connected to the family and keeps her money to herself especially if she’s alone.  

I lived in Brooklyn when I was young, but I can’t remember too much about where it was and since I had lots of girlfriends, and family members who lived there now, I’ve gotten a tour lately, and I’m happy where I’m moving to. I’m especially excited about the Brownstone apartment I planned on moving into. If everything goes the way I envisioned, I can probably purchase it from the owners. That brings a smile to my face, and a song from my mouth.  

I enjoyed this rent stabilized apartment, but the landlord had been trying to get me out of here for years. Nowhere in New York could you find this. At least those are my thoughts since I haven’t been many places except for New York. However, it’s time to move on. 

Getting a job out of college as the food and beverage director at this large hotel chain was a dream come true. With the salary I’m making with all kinds of perks, I’ll have enough to buy that Brownstone, I’m thinking.   

I turned around and looked at the door, and there’s Tamika standing with a cup of morning coffee in her hand. She didn’t bother to knock as usual. 

“Well, I guess you were serious when you said you were leaving.” I knew this would take a long time because Tamika was always long winded. “You aren’t taking your old furniture are you,” she said as she ambled into the apartment. “Mind if I take this?” She reached for a lamp I’d bought years ago, and I wasn’t sure whether it would work or not. Serves her right if it short circuit. 

“Nope, I don’t mind, but have someone look at it before you plug it in, and you can help yourself to whatever you want. I’m having new furniture delivered to that Brownstone apartment I rented.” 

“Have you seen the landlord yet? I remember you saying that you hadn’t met him.” Tamika questioned and I wondered why she wanted to know, but then she always asked questions like that.  

“No. The apartment agency said that they were businessmen and they were out of town, but they needed to have that space rented before they returned.” Just as I feared, Tamika sat down. It was a good things that I wasn’t finished with packing, and my ex would be there later to help me move some personal things.

After Tamika made herself comfortable with her cup, she turned to me and said, “Do you have coffee made?” Of course I did. You could smell it all through the building as if you were at Starbucks. Everyone loved my coffee and especially Tamika. They knew that I bought the expensive brand, and they’d knock on my door on the weekends, but Tamika would knock on my door morning noon or night if she smelled coffee, or thought I had a beer she could swipe.  

“So where is that useless boyfriend of yours?” Oh hell, I should have known that was coming. She thought most men were useless if they didn’t have the kind of money she’d only fantasized about. 

“If you talking about Eric, he’ll be here later.” 

“Did you ever get him to go down on you?” Oh WTF. Why does she always ask those personal questions. Tamika said that so loud, and with the door opened, anyone passing could hear her. 

“Do you have to say that so loud
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