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PREFACE






This is a
devotional commentary on the Biblical books of Titus, Philemon and
Hebrews. By devotional commentary, I mean that its focus is on what
the passage has to say to us about our walk with the Lord God. My
goal is not to be overly academic or scholarly. I trust, however,
that the reader will gain a better understanding of these important
books of the Bible and see how they relate to everyday life.

In Titus, Paul
writes to Titus, who is ministering to the believers of Crete,
giving advice concerning church life. He gives counsel on how to
find godly leaders who will lead their church into a deeper
relationship with God. He instructs on dealing with false teachers
and gives guide-lines for living a pure and holy life, proving the
fruit of salvation.

In Philemon, Paul
speaks to a Christian slave master about his newly-converted
runaway slave. He encourages Philemon to forgive and give his once
useless slave a second chance. It is a book that challenges us to
forgive and to trust again.

Hebrews was
written to Jewish converts who needed to see the superiority of the
Lord Jesus and his new covenant over the Law of Moses. Using
illustrations from the Old Testament, the author explains how
Christ fulfilled the requirements of the law and established a
better way. Hebrews is written to those who face struggles in their
relationship with God. It is a challenge to persevere despite the
difficulties that rise up in our lives. The author encourages his
reader to consider Christ and his work. He calls us to approach God
boldly through the work of Christ and shows us how Christ’s work is
sufficient for all our spiritual needs.

As with all the
books in this series, my desire is that you read the Bible passage
along with this commentary. If you only read this commentary, you
are missing a vital part of what I am trying to accomplish. This
commentary is not a replacement for the Bible. It is merely a study
aid. This book is not a replacement for the Holy Spirit either.
While I trust that the Spirit of God has led me in the writing of
this work, I recognize that he must also lead you in the reading
and study of it and the Scripture it is meant to explain. Ask the
Spirit of God to give you insight. He may choose to use this
commentary to give you that insight or he may challenge you
directly.

As you begin this
study, would you take a moment to bring a couple of matters to the
Lord? First, would you pray that God would use this teaching in
your life and through it draw you closer to himself? Second,
thousands of copies of books in this commentary series are being
sent free of charge to needy pastors and Christian workers around
the world. Pray that this book and others in the series will be
useful tools in the hands of God’s Spirit to bring others closer to
Christ. May God richly bless you as you embark on this study.

F. Wayne Mac
Leod




INTRODUCTION TO
TITUS






Author:

Paul is the author
of this letter to Titus. He identifies himself in Titus 1:1.

Background:

Titus was a
Gentile co-worker with Paul and Barnabas (see Galatians 2:1-3). He
spent time ministering in the city of Corinth. In 2 Corinthians
7:6-15 he brought news of the state of the church in Corinth to
Paul. We understand from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians that
Titus had been a very enthusiastic worker who had taken initiative
to minister to them on his own (2 Corinthians 8:16). Paul stood
firmly behind the ministry of Titus and encouraged the church to
love him as a true servant of God (2 Corinthians 8:23-24).

When Paul wrote
this letter, Titus was in Crete, an island in the Mediterranean.
Paul had asked him to stay there for a time to appoint elders and
complete some unfinished work (1:5).

It appears that
the believers in Crete needed guidance in how to live the Christian
life. According to Paul and one of their own poets, Cretans were
known to be liars, evil people and gluttons (see Titus 1:12). Titus
was to instruct the believers of Crete in how to live the Christian
life and walk in the truth of God’s Word. Paul gives Titus advice
on the qualifications of elders he needed to appoint and what God
expected of the members of that church in general. Paul’s purpose
in writing to Titus was to help him to make wise decisions about
the church and its leader-ship.

The Importance
of the Book for Today:

The letter to
Titus is quite practical. As the church in Crete was a young
Gentile church it needed to be instructed in some very basis
guidelines in how to live the Christian life. Paul instructs Titus
in how the men and women of Crete needed to behave now that they
had turned to Christ. The book shows us that there is a standard
that God expects all believers to maintain in their walk with
him.

Paul encourages
Titus to speak with the authority that had been given to him by God
as his representative. He was to do his best to warn, teach and
encourage the believers in Crete to become examples of Christ to an
evil and deceitful society. In a day when we are tempted to be like
everyone else in our society, the challenge of this book is very
real. God calls his people to be examples of godliness in the midst
of darkness and evil.







Chapter 1 - A
SERVANT OF THE FAITH






Read Titus
1:1-4

As was his custom,
Paul began his letter by introducing himself. Very often in his
introductions we catch a glimpse of Paul's heart and purpose. Here
in this letter to Titus, Paul shares with his readers the privilege
he felt to be a servant of the faith.

Paul introduced
himself as a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus for the faith
of God's elect and the knowledge of the truth. We need to break
this down to understand what Paul is saying.

The apostle called
himself a servant of God. The Greek word used is the word "doulos."
The idea is that Paul was a slave of God. A slave served the
interests of his master over and above his own personal interests.
In other words, the slave lived to please his master. Paul is
pleased to introduce himself as a servant or slave of God. He had
devoted his life to the service of his Lord and Master. He did not
belong to himself. He surrendered all rights to his Lord and
devoted himself to serve and please him. We all need to come to
this place in our lives.

Paul told his
readers that he was also an apostle of Jesus Christ. As an apostle,
Paul was specially chosen by God as his representative. Notice that
as an apostle, Paul had two goals.

Paul was first an
apostle for the faith of God's elect (verse 1). The elect are God’s
true children. Paul saw his role as an apostle to minister to all
who belonged to the Lord Jesus. He was an apostle for their faith.
In other words, it was his responsibility to build up the faith of
God's children. While we have come to the Lord Jesus and accepted
him as our Saviour, we still need to be built up in our faith. We
need to be encouraged in those times when things are difficult. We
need to be challenged when we are heading down the wrong road.
Paul’s responsibility was to strengthen and build up the faith of
God’s people. He did this by preaching, praying, writing and
challenging them in particular areas of their lives. Paul had a
burden as an apostle to see believers become everything God
intended them to become. He was called by God as an apostle for the
strengthening of their faith.

Notice second that
Paul was also an apostle for the knowledge of the truth that led to
godliness (verse 1). God had entrusted the truth of his Word to
Paul. This truth was a truth that led to godliness and Christ-like
character. Paul was accountable to God to faithfully pass on that
truth. He was called to preach and teach it with the purpose of
bringing people into line with the purpose of God. It was Paul’s
responsibility as a servant to guard that truth with his life. It
was not to be compromised or watered down. He was to be faithful in
defending it against false teaching so that God’s people would know
the truth and live godly and holy lives. The truth Paul preached
was truth that led to godliness. It was not mere doctrine or facts.
This truth was life-changing and practical, and would produce
godliness in those who took it to heart.

Notice in verse 2
how Paul defines godliness. He told his readers that this godliness
was a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life
promised before time by a God who does not lie. Let’s break this
down and examine its parts.

The godliness that
Paul speaks about here was connected to faith and knowledge. There
can be no godliness without faith and knowledge. It is by faith in
the work of the Lord Jesus that we become children of God. It is
through the knowledge of his Word that we grow in our relationship
with him.

Godliness also
relates to a hope of eternal life. What does a hope of eternal life
do for the believer? It brings courage to face death and the trials
of this life with confidence because we know what is in store for
us. Our hope of eternal life challenges us to live pure and holy
lives knowing that the Lord Jesus will call us to account for our
lives when we stand before him. It brings thankfulness and praise
to our hearts for the gift he has given and the privilege we have
of living forever with him. Godliness is directly connected to our
hope of eternal life.

Paul went on to
tell Titus in verse 2 that his faith, knowledge and hope of eternal
life rested on God, who does not lie. If there is one thing we can
be assured of as believers, it is that those who belong to the Lord
God will live forever with him. We will be in his presence and walk
with him throughout all eternity. We have this promise from a God
who is completely trustworthy.

Notice that the
knowledge, faith and hope of the believer were promised before the
beginning of time (verse 2). Even before the world was created, God
decided to create a people who would be with him forever. The
history of this world is the history of God reaching out to his
children and drawing them to himself in accordance with a purpose
he had before this world was created.

While the promise
of God for eternal life was before the beginning of time, it was
unclear initially to humans how he would fulfil that purpose. The
Old Testament prophets looked forward to the time when that promise
would be fulfilled and the barrier between God and people broken
down. In verse 3, Paul told Titus that, at the appointed time, God
shed light on that promise. The fulfilment of that promise came
through the Lord Jesus who died on the cross and took our sins.
Paul had the privilege of announcing this wonderful message to the
world. He pointed his readers to the Lord Jesus as the fulfilment
of this eternal promise of God.

The Lord Jesus was
the central focus of the preaching of Paul. He was the fulfilment
of the promise of God to bring eternal life. The hope of the entire
world rested in Christ and his work. It was this message about
Christ that would build up the faith of the elect and give them
hope and confidence of eternal life.

Having shared with
his readers the nature of his call, Paul turned his attention to
Titus, his co-worker. He reminded him that he was a true son in the
faith. As a true son in the faith, Titus was walking in the hope of
eternal life and the truth of God’s Word. Paul begins by wishing
him the fullness of God’s grace and peace.






For
Consideration:

* How does the
apostle Paul describe his ministry in this passage?

* Paul
considered himself to be a slave or servant of Christ. What does
this mean? Can you say that you are a slave or true servant of
Christ?

* What is the
connection of faith, knowledge and hope to godliness?

* How is the
Lord Jesus the fulfilment of the promises of God from before the
beginning of time?

For Prayer:

* Ask the Lord
to help you to willingly surrender to him as his servant. Ask him
to reveal anything that you are holding back.

* Thank God for
what the Lord Jesus has accomplished for you on the cross.

* Thank the
Lord God that he is faithful to his promises.

* Ask the Lord
to help you to live more fully in the faith, knowledge and hope
that leads to godliness.







Chapter 2 –
ELDERS






Read Titus
1:5-6

This letter is to
Titus from the apostle Paul. Paul's concern is to instruct Titus in
what he needed to do in the region of Crete. In particular, he
challenged him to finish the task that he had been called to do.
The church in Crete needed to be matured and organized. Paul
entrusted this work to Titus. This not only shows us the particular
ministry of Titus but also the concern of the apostle for the
churches of his day.

Paul reminded
Titus that the reason he had left him in Crete was so that he might
straighten out what had been unfinished (verse 5). Paul had left
him the responsibility of appointing elders in each town where a
church had been established. It was important to Paul that the
church have strong leadership. Paul explained to Titus the kind of
leaders he should be looking for. In this chapter we will examine
what Paul taught about the qualifications for elders.

Blameless

The elder needed
to be blameless. We should not see from this that an elder needed
to be perfect. Only Jesus lived a perfect life. Elders fall into
sin. They say things they shouldn’t. Their attitudes are not always
right. Some even have a sinful past. They are as human as any one
of us. When Paul told Titus that the elder was to be blameless, he
was telling him that when the elder sinned he was to deal with that
sin, confess it to the Lord and be restored. He was to be a person
who delighted in walking in harmony with God and his purpose and
when he fell, he would quickly deal with sin so that it did not
stand between him and his God.

The Husband of
One Wife

The second
qualification for the elder was that he needed to be the husband of
one wife. We need to understand that in the culture of the day men
often had more than one wife. Paul told Titus that this was not the
plan of God. From the beginning of time, God intended that man
should only have one wife. He gave Adam one woman to be his
companion. It is true that often men took more than one wife in
Scripture but this was not the plan and purpose of God from the
beginning.

Paul’s statement
here brings up several questions? Can a man who remarries after his
wife dies be an elder? By remarrying the elder takes a second wife.
To answer this we need to understand that death breaks the covenant
between a man and a woman united in marriage. It is clear in
Scripture that a partner whose spouse has died is free to remarry
(1 Corinthians 7:39). While this man has married a second wife he
has not sinned. Because his first wife is dead, he still only has
one wife. He is free to be an elder.

What about a man
who has been unfaithful to his wife? By being unfaithful has this
man taken a second wife (even though he has not married her)? This
is obviously a very different situation from the first example we
considered. In this case, the man has obviously sinned against his
wife, against the church and against God. He is no longer blameless
and the church must address the matter through discipline.

Having said this,
the Lord Jesus also forgave those who fell into sexual sin. When
the Lord forgives he no longer holds the sin against us (Psalm
103:12; Hebrews 10:17). While we may want to allow some time for
healing to take place we ought to recognize the forgiveness of God
in these situations. Paul the apostle, before he came to know the
Lord, did much damage to the work of God. Peter, as a believer,
denied the Lord Jesus. David committed adultery and murder as a
believer. In all these cases, the Lord forgave and went on to use
these men. We need to keep this forgiveness before our eyes at all
times. Our goal as the body of Christ should be to restore fallen
believers and restore them to ministry. We should be careful not to
hold something against a brother that the Lord has forgiven and
forgotten.

What about those
who have been divorced? Scripture allows for divorce in certain
situations. If a man is divorced and takes a new wife, has he not
taken a second wife? Once again we need to examine the cause of
this divorce. Did he put away his wife because he got tired of her
or couldn’t be bothered working on the marriage? Did he divorce his
wife because he saw someone else he liked better? We can learn much
about the kind of leader a person will be by examining his family.
How he works in his family life will indicate how he will work in
the church.

The elder should
be one who has proven to be faithful when things are difficult. We
need, however, to balance his past history with what we have
already said about repentance and forgiveness. People can change.
God does forgive and restore. The question that needs to be
addressed is whether the elder has repented of any wrong and is
living now with one wife to whom he is absolutely devoted and
faithful. We should be careful about holding people hostage to sins
of the past when God has forgiven and they are now living in
victory.

Believing and
Respectful Children

Notice third, in
verse 6 that not only was the elder to be an example in his
relationship with his wife but also in his relationship with his
children. Paul told Titus that his children were to believe and not
be open to the charge of being wild and disobedient. Let’s break
this down and examine it further.

The elder's
children needed to believe (NIV). There is some debate over what
Paul means by this statement. There are elders all around the world
whose children are not walking with the Lord or have not yet
accepted him as their Saviour. Does Paul mean to say that no man
who has an unbelieving child can exercise the role of elder in the
church? If this is the case, we would need to wait until the
elder’s children had grown up and accepted the Lord before they
could even be considered. His ministry and call would then be
completely subject to the behaviour of his children.

The word for
“believe” can also be translated “faithful” or “trustworthy.” Some
translations of the Bible have chosen to use “faithful” instead of
“believe.” The idea is that the elder has done his best to train
his children in the ways of godliness. Paul clarifies this when he
says that the children of elders were not to be charged with being
“wild and disobedient.” If, while his children are under his care,
the elder does not concern himself with their behaviour and
spiritual well-being, what does this say about what kind of a
leader he will be for the church?

The focus of this
passage needs to be on the efforts of the elder to raise a godly
family rather than on the individual commitment of each child. A
quick look at the Old Testament shows us that many men of God had
children who did not follow their example. David had children who
wandered from the Lord. The children of Abraham, Isaac and Job did
not all follow the Lord. God did not reject them because of their
children. He did, however, expect that they do their part to train
their children in the ways of godliness. No one can guarantee that
if we teach and share Christ with our children they will always
come to Christ. The elder cannot guarantee the salvation of every
one of his children but he can do his part to teach and train them
in the ways of the Lord.

An elder was to be
an example. He was to be blameless in his walk with God. That does
not mean that he was to be perfect. He was, however, to walk in
obedience to God and when he fell he was to quickly repent and be
restored. He was also to take his role as spiritual leader of his
family seriously by respecting and loving his wife and training his
children in the ways of God.

 

For
Consideration:

* What does it
mean to be blameless? Does this characterize your life?

* What does
this passage teach us about the importance of the family for a
Christian leader? How easy is it for a Christian leader to ignore
the needs of his family in order to minister to the needs of
others?

* Take a moment
to examine your relationship with your spouse and children? Are you
the spiritual leader in the family you need to be?

For Prayer:

* Ask the Lord
to search you to see if there are any areas of your life that need
to be made right with him?

* Take a moment
to pray for your spouse and children. Ask God to draw them closer
to him.

* Pray for the
wives and children of the elders in your church.

* Ask God to
enable you to be the spiritual leader he has called you to be in
your family first and then in your church.




Chapter 3 –
OVERSEERS


Read Titus
1:7-9

Paul has been
speaking to Titus about his responsibility to teach and appoint
leaders in the churches of Crete. In the last meditation, Paul
instructed Titus about the qualifications for elders. In verses
7-9, Paul speaks about the qualifications for an overseer.

The overseer was a
bishop or pastor. He may have been responsible for a single church
or for a larger group of churches. Consider what Paul had to say
about the qualifications for an overseer.

An overseer,
according to Paul, was entrusted with God's work. The word
“entrusted” is significant. This is not a position the overseer
decided to take on himself. He was chosen by God for this role. He
was given the charge by God to care for the affairs of a particular
aspect of his kingdom. He had a very particular call from God.
There are many people who want the role of pastor or overseer but
not all of them have been particularly called of God for this
role.

Blameless

Because the
overseer had been given his responsibility by God, he needed to be
a man of character. As with the elder, the overseer needed to be
blameless. We have already seen in the last meditation that this
does not mean that the overseer had never sinned. The Lord Jesus is
the only perfect one. The overseer, however, was not to live in
known sin. He needed to have a character that others could look up
to and follow. If he fell into sin he was to deal with that sin
immediately and be made right with God. He needed to be a clean
vessel for God's use.

Not
Overbearing

Paul went on to
say that the overseer was not to be overbearing. The word
"overbearing" in the Greek language can mean "self-willed," or
"self-pleasing." The overbearing leader knows what he wants and
pushes people to get it, sometimes ignoring the problems he causes
on the way. In doing so, he disregards the people for whom he is
responsible. Sometimes to get his way he forces people or pressures
them to do things his way. Paul reminded Titus that an overseer was
to be gentle in dealing with people

How often we want
to take on the role of the Holy Spirit. It is not our
responsibility to convict people of sin and change their ways. This
is the ministry of the Holy Spirit. The overseer is to be gentle
and patient. He is to give room for the Holy Spirit to work in his
time in the lives of his people. He must love them and be patient
while the Spirit of God does that work. This will not always be
easy. We need remember the patience and gentleness of God toward us
in our rebellion and take this as our example. The people the
overseer ministers to will not be perfect. They will fail and fall
short of the standards of God's Word. The overseer will deal with
them in a patient and loving way.

Not Quick
Tempered

An overseer was
not to be quick-tempered (verse 7). That is to say, he was to be in
control of his emotions and tongue. Not everything will go the way
the overseer wants. People will disappoint him. Some will reject
what he says. The tendency would be to get angry with these people.
Anger does not accomplish the purposes of God. Admittedly, there
are times when anger is legitimate. Paul told Titus, however, that
the overseer was to be slow to get angry. Again we see the
importance of patience. An overseer, who pushed his ways on others
and responded in anger when things did not go his way, was not the
kind of servant God was seeking. The overseer was to be patient and
in control of his emotions.

Not Given to
Drunkenness

The overseer was
not to be given to drunkenness. He was not to let strong drink
influence or hinder the ministry to which God had called him. The
overseer needed to exercise control. Anyone who was given to abuse
alcohol was to be forbidden the role of overseer. Instead of being
controlled by wine, the overseer was to be controlled by the Holy
Spirit (see Ephesians 5:18).

Not Violent

If a man exercised
the role of overseer, he was not to be a violent man. The kingdom
of God is not expanded by violence. It is expanded through the
ministry of the Holy Spirit. The one who is given to violence feels
that he can advance the kingdom of God in his own strength.
Violence is from the flesh. This violence will come in the form of
excessive discipline. It will come in the form of oppression. Those
who are given to violence will use force in and attempt to expand
the kingdom of God. These people may desire the expansion of the
kingdom of God but they forget compassion, mercy and gentleness.
They are so focused on rules, regulations and principles they
forget love, mercy and compassion. They minister from the flesh and
not from the Spirit. The overseer must love people and have
compassion for them. He must not resort to force to shape people
into the ways of the kingdom. Instead he must be gentle and
patient, trusting in the Spirit of God and not his fleshly
efforts.

Not Pursuing
Dishonest Gain

The overseer is
also not to pursue dishonest gain. The overseer must be someone who
is honest in his dealings with people. He is not to use his
position to enrich himself at the expense of others. Money and
possessions should not be his motivation. He must be willing to
surrender all for the sake of the kingdom. He should be selfless
and self-sacrificing in his service.

Hospitable

Instead of
pursuing gain for himself the overseer is to be hospitable (verse
8). That is to say, he is to use the resources God has given him
for the sake of the king-dom. He is to show kindness to strangers
and friends alike. He is to be a giving and caring person
delighting in using what he has to minister to others.

Lover of
Good

The overseer is to
love what is good. There are many evil things in this world. The
overseer takes no delight in these things. Not only does he not
participate in them but he finds it repulsive even to watch or hear
of them. His mind is set on what is good. His heart loves the
things of God. He rejects whatever is contrary to the Word of God.
From the very core of his being, this man delights in God and his
ways. There is no hypocrisy in him.


Self-Controlled

In verse 8, Paul
went on to tell Titus that the overseer was to be self-controlled.
Self-control is one of the fruits of the Spirit. It is a God-given
ability to take control over the flesh and its desires. The flesh
desires what is evil. It hungers for sin. Often that craving of the
flesh is very powerful. We can fall prey to its cravings and
influence. The Spirit of God is willing to give us the fruit of
self-control. He will give us the strength to resist the pull of
the flesh. The overseer is to be an individual who has opened his
heart to the ministry of God’s Spirit to strengthen him to overcome
the temptations of the flesh. He successfully resists the pull of
the flesh, its lustful and sinful desires and walks in spiritual
victory.

Upright and
Holy

The overseer is
also to be upright and holy. The person that is upright is one who
is in a right standing with God. The overseer is also to be holy.
To be holy is to be undefiled by sin and set apart for God and his
purposes. Holy people are pure in their actions, motives and
intentions. This holiness is a gift of God. The Holy Spirit is the
source of this new and holy nature. The overseer is surrendered to
the work the Holy Spirit is doing in him. He is becoming more and
more like the Lord Jesus.

Disciplined

Discipline is yet
another characteristic of the overseer. Discipline is the ability
to be in control of oneself. The person who is disciplined will
control his emotions and passions in order to do what is right. He
is not lazy or slack in his responsibilities. He is committed to
the cause of the kingdom and is not afraid to work hard or to
suffer much for the sake of that kingdom.

Holds Firmly to
the Truth

Finally in verse
9, the overseer was to be one who held firmly to the “trustworthy
message” as it had been taught. The overseer knows the truth of God
and holds onto that truth. The enemy will do everything he can to
water down the truth. There will be times when preaching and
teaching the truth will be very difficult. Not everyone will enjoy
hearing it. In some cases, preaching the truth will bring
persecution and hardships. People will mock and insult those who
preach the truth. The overseer, however, will hold firmly and not
compromise.

An overseer was to
teach the truth of the Word of God for the encouragement and
strengthening of the body. He was to faithfully correct those who
were wandering or opposing that truth. He was to preach it, teach
it, defend it and live it out practically in his own life.

The task of being
an overseer was not to be taken lightly. The overseer was to be an
example of godliness and purity. He was to love people and be
filled with compassion and gentleness in his dealings with them. He
was to minister in the power of the Holy Spirit, holding on
faithfully to the Word of the Lord. He was to lead others to the
truth of the Word and demonstrate it before them by his life and
words.


For
Consideration:

* God has given
us all the task of caring for certain aspects of his kingdom. What
is your responsibility?

* The overseer
was to be gentle and patient. What does this teach us about God's
concern for people?

* Have you ever
found yourself trying to take on the role of the Holy Spirit in an
attempt to convince and persuade them in your own strength? Why is
this wrong?

* Take a moment
to examine yourself in light of the teaching of this
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