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Prolog We return to the life of Thomas. It is currently late summer of 1992. Previously, he and his cousin Casey had been of a killing spree of the rapists who had raped Casey one night at the club. So far, they have killed and incinerated three of the six. There were several other horrid people who came along that also found death to be their fate at the hands of Thomas and Casey. Thomas had discovered a way to make beautiful diamonds out of the ashes from these terrible people. These great gems would be their trophies to remember their kills by. Thomas is also creating diamonds from pet ashes for many of his clients at the veterinary clinic. Thomas has just ﬁnished his undergraduate degrees at the University of Pennsylvania in pre-Veterinary, criminal justice, and equine studies. He graduated Suma Cun Dauda with a 4.0 GPA . He has always had a great attachment to animals and interest in the law. He decided to go to veterinary school, but also wanted to incorporate his love of the law to help him properly deal with situations relating to animals. Thomas and Casey have a pet monkey, Noodles, who was given to Thomas by an elderly client that could not care for him any longer. Thomas was also invited to join the USET with his horse MC, Master of the Ceremony. They have been working with the team to prepare for the competition year .

Thomas had gone along with the team to the 1992 Olympics in Barcelona, Spain just for the experience of how these competitions work. He ended up having to ﬁll in on a horse that he did not know, for one of the riders who had gotten injured. Thomas’s ride ended up getting the team the gold medal in the stadium jumping competition and he also rode in the individual stadium class where he received the silver medal. Not bad for someone who just went along to support the team. Thomas had also met and started dating a young man named Dan who works for the dean’s oﬃce at the university. Their relationship is still in its juvenile stage as we start this story.
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Thomas was on cloud nine after his two medals at the Barcelona Olympics. He was only there for the experience of going, but when one of his teammates got injured, he hopped on Paciﬁc Princess and helped the team win the gold medal. Her owner was so impressed with Thomas’s riding that he oﬀered to allow Thomas to ride her in the individual stadium jumping competition where he won the silver medal. The clinic was very glad to have Thomas back. While he was gone there were several pets , which needed to be cremated, but none of the other staﬀ members knew how to work the furnace, so the animals were kept in the freezer until he got back. Thankfully , all the deceased pets were on the smaller side and were able to ﬁt into the freezer without much diﬃculty. Thomas was still oﬀ school for the next year. He decided to take a year oﬀ between his undergraduate studies and veterinary school. He wanted to focus on his participation with the United States Equestrian Team, USET. His horse Master of the Ceremony, MC , had missed him as well. After Thomas ﬁnished with his ﬁrst work day back, he went out to take MC for a long ride. There was a girl who exercised him on a regular basis when Thomas was too

busy to ride. This wa y MC stayed in shape. After warming up , the two went for a nice leisurely gallop around the ﬁeld for thirty minutes. MC’s normal rider was not as high of a level as either Thomas or MC, but she did a good enough job keeping him in shape. After the gallop, Thomas took MC into the dressage ring to practice his extended trot and counter canter . Thomas had hoped to be at the Grand Prix level before the next Olympics in 1996, so that he could show in the dressage competition. MC responded very well to all the cues that Thomas was giving him. For a stallion, he was quite docile, and cooperative. He had not yet bred any mares though. Thomas would need to see if his disposition changed once he had. MC was currently eight years old and was a fabulously talented animal. Thomas had owned MC since he was just weaned from his mother in the fall of 1984. Thomas was planning to pick up a nice thoroughbred mare at the next sale in Keenland KY , which would be held on the ﬁrst week of N ovember. He wanted to pick up a nice big thoroughbred mare who had good lines, and was in -foal to a good stallion. That way he would have a good market to sell the foal. He had no intention of keeping a racing horse for himself. After his evening ride, Thomas had to go into the crematorium to take care of the various animals that had died while he was away. There were two small dogs, a Shiba Inu, and a Lasa Apso , three cats, and a rabbit.

Since the furnace was large enough, he laid each animal on the slab with at least a foot between them. He made a chart and listed the location of each, so he would not mix up the ashes. As he lit the furnace, he thought back to the lives that he and his cousin Case y had ended in this great place. He knew there was still plenty of work to be done. There were three more of Casey’s rapists still out there, plus, he was sure that there were many other leaches of society that they needed to take care of. They did need to be extra vigilant though, because the authorities were on high alert at the moment, since so many people had gone missing without a trace in the past couple of years. Casey had been keeping busy with his paralegal job. He had several guys that he played around with sexually, but nothing serious. He would just hook up with who he could when he could. When Thomas got home that evening, he was tired. Between the ﬂight from Spain, working all day, riding and then running the furnace. Noodles ran over and jumped up into his arms. Thomas was supposed to meet up with Dan, but he was just too tired. Thomas called Dan and said, “Hi baby, I am sorry, but I need to just sleep for tonight. I know we were supposed to hang out, but I promise we will meet up tomorrow evening. “

Dan said, “I understand. I was really looking forward to spending the night with you, but we will see one another tomorrow. What time will you be out of work tomorrow?” Thomas replied, “I am working from nine to six. Rachel will ride MC for me tomorrow, so I should be done right on time. That is as long as there aren’t any last minute emergencies.” Dan said, “Ok, well you have yourself a good sleep, and I will see you tomorrow evening.” Thomas said to Casey, “I am going to get a shower and go to bed.” Casey said, “ Aren’t you going to have anything for dinner?” Thomas replied, "I really do not want to eat right before bed. I ate a late lunch, so I am not super hungry anyway.” Casey responded, “ Ok, well have a good sleep. I hope you are feeling better by tomorrow.” Thomas went upstairs, took a quick shower then crawled into bed. His mind was still swirling with all the excitement of having gotten the chance not only to ride in the Olympics, but to get a gold and a silver medal. This was unheard of. Gosh, he had just joined the team a few months ago and had no idea that this was possible. He ﬁnally dosed oﬀ.

The next morning when Thomas awoke, he felt much better. He had gotten a solid eight hours of sleep . He went to the porch to get the newspaper. O n the front page in huge letters was a story about a horse barn that had burned down, and as he read it he found out that all but two of the horses were saved. Actually, they had all been turned out into the pasture the previous evening. The only two left in the barn were these very valuable racehorses. One was a stallion who had won the Kentucky Derby two years earlier, and the other was a two -year-old colt who was currently winning everything and was slated to run in the derby the following May. Thomas said to Casey, “I think we might need to do some investigating on this barn ﬁre. It seems quite odd that all of the horses, but the two most valuable ones were saved.” Casey replied, “I will do some research when I get into the oﬃce.” Being that Casey was an excellent researcher for his law ﬁrm, the two used his skills to help out with their extracurricular activities of killing bad guys. The two cousins left the apartment at eight thirty so they would be able to make it to their jobs on time. When Thomas got to the clinic, he went straight to the crematorium to box up the ashes of the six animals that he had cremated the previous night. He used his chart

to be sure that each one was placed in its proper box. Once he ﬁnished by ten o’clock, he took the six boxes into the clinic and called the owners to inform them that the ashes were ready . He also let each of them know about his process of turning ashes into diamonds in case they were interested. On t his day the client load was a bit heavy. Nothing much out of the ordinary, just a busier than usual day . Around noon, a young man walked into the clinic with a macaw in a very small cage. Thomas happened to be at the counter at the time. The guy said, “ My grandmother just died, and she had this parrot. Noone in my family wants the thing, and I was wondering if you might know of somewhere that I can get rid of it.” Thomas said, “Well, not oﬀ hand, but let me check with the owners of the clinic. Just give me a few minutes.” Thomas walked into one of the treatment rooms, where the head veterinarian , Dr Gunther, was vaccinating a golden doodle. Thomas said, “ Sorry to bother you sir, but there is a young man in the lobby with a Catalina Macaw in a cat crate. Apparently, his grandmother has died , and the bird was hers. Do we know of anyone who might be interested in this beautiful bird?”

Dr Gunther said, “ Well, I cannot think of anyone oﬀ hand, but if he wants to leave the bird here, we can see what we can do.” Thomas said, “ Thank you sir,” then he quickly walked back to the lobby. When he got to the lobby, he said, “I spoke with Dr Gunther. He said that we could take the bird oﬀ your hands and see what we can do about ﬁnding it a home. Would it be possible to come by and pick up the large cage from her house?” The young man, Paul, as Thomas found out said, “ Sure, here is the address, I will be heading there now to go through her stuﬀ. If you want, you can follow me to her house and pick it up.” Thomas grabbed the keys to the oﬃce truck, told the girls that he would be back shortly, and followed Paul to his grandmother’s house. In the meantime, they just left the bird in the crate. I t was being quiet, and Thomas would be back within the hour with the cage. While he was gone the girls cleared out the corner of the oﬃce to make room for the cage. They really did not know how big the cage would be, but once it was put in place, they could arrange the room around it. When Thomas got to Paul grandmother’s house he noticed that everything was in shambles. He and Paul were going to have to move a lot of things out of the way in order to get the cage through to the front door.

They spent thirty minutes just clearing a path for the cage. It was a nice cage. It was black wrought iron with one inch bar spacing. The dimensions looked to be three feet deep, four feet wide and ﬁve feet high. There was a perch built onto the top of the cage. It looked like an expensive cage. It was a bit dirty though. The bottom of the cage had newspaper lining it but it looked at though the cage had not been cleaned in several weeks. Thomas asked Paul, “ How long ago did your grandmother pass?” Paul said, “Well we found her last week, but the coroner said it looked like she had been dead for a couple weeks.” Thomas thought, ‘Well I guess that explains it. The bowls did have food and water in them.’ Thomas followed with, “ Who has been taking care of the bird for the last week?” Paul said, “I have been coming by every couple days to feed it, but It went without food for a week or so.” Thomas thought, ‘ This poor lady went without anyone knowing she was dead for over a week and this bird managed to survive.’ Then Thomas said, “Does the bird have a name?” Paul responded, “It always says, “Pepper,” so I imagine its name is Pepper.”

Thomas chuckled, “ That is an interesting name for an orange and blue bird.” They got the cage, and all the bird supplies loaded up into the truck and Thomas left. He headed straight back to the clinic. He did not want Pepper to stay in that cat crate any longer than was necessary. When he got back, one of the oﬃce girls and one of the techs came out to the truck to help Thomas unload the cage. They cleaned it up and then got it moved into the lobby area. The cage actually looked good in there. They moved the other furniture around, so it looked as though the cage had been there all along. Thomas wanted to check the health of the bird before putting it into the cage. He took the crate back to one of the exam rooms. The tech went back with him. They opened the crate and Pepper walked out onto the exam table. Pepper was very well behaved. They pulled some blood to send out to get DNA identiﬁed for sex. Thomas just wanted to know if Pepper was male or female and approximately how old it was . He did not like calling it ‘it’. They examined the bird very well. They did not see anything obviously wrong with it. While the tech held Pepper in a towel, Thomas got the Dremel out and ﬁled down the nails , then he clipped the wings. He left the outer wings unclipped and clipped the inner ones, this way the bird looked natural, but would not be able to ﬂy oﬀ. They wanted to assure that when they allowed it out on the perch, that it did not ﬂy away.

Once everything was done with Pepper, Thomas took it out and put it into the clean cage with fresh food and water. He would stop by the store later and get some produce for added vitamin beneﬁts. He would also stop by the pet store and get some cuddle bones to help with calcium. Overall, Pepper seemed content to be at the clinic. For a Macaw, Pepper seemed quite docile. Most of the time Macaws are very vocal. Pepper was a very pretty bird. A Catalina Macaw is a cross between a Scarlet and a Blue and Gold. They come out to be all sorts of colors ranging from yellow to orange to red, with green and blue wings and tail feathers. Pepper had a beautiful ora nge colored chest and face, with a slight hint of red. Also, the fronts of the wings were royal blue and the backs were olive green. The tail was a mix of blue and green . It was a very striking color combination. Thomas had always loved the look of a Catalina Macaw. Most Catalinas are between thirty-two and thirty -six inches long. Pepper was on the larger size at thirty -seven inches. The fact that Pepper was so large, led Thomas to believe that it was a male, but he wanted to wait for the DNA sexing results to come back before he started referring to it as he. For as busy a day as it was Thomas was surprisingly still able to leave right at ﬁve PM. He did not have anything to cremate that night, so he had the whole night free to spend with Dan.
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When Thomas got home, Noodles ran over and scratched at Thomas’s leg , so that Thomas would pick him up . He normally just jumped up and expected Thomas to catch him, but for some reason he must have thought he would be polite today. Thomas bent over and grabbed him. Noodles gave Thomas a big kiss on the lips. Well now the rudeness has come out. Both Thomas and Casey laughed hysterically. Casey said, “You are not going to believe what I found out today.” Thomas had hoped to just get a shower and get headed to Dan’s apartment. He was not really wanting to ﬁgure out another mystery with Casey. Thomas said, “What did you uncover?” Casey said, “Well I found out that the barn that burned is owned by Fred Perkins. He is the owner of the two horses that perished in the ﬁre. I also found out that he just doubled the insurance on the property, and he took out insurance policies on the stallion for ten million and the colt for four million. I mean the stallion won the derby two years ago, but I am not sure that he is worth ten million. The colt was only two, and yes, he was set to possibly go to the derby this coming spring ,but it was

not a guarantee as of yet. So, I doubt if four million is a logical amount for him either.” Thomas said, “I wonder why he raised the insurances so much?” Casey responded, “I am glad you asked. It turns out that the bank was foreclosing on the property . Fred was bankrupt, and he could not sell the horses for enough to pay oﬀ his debt. He insured them so he could burn down the barn and collect the insurance.” Thomas was aghast , “Are you sure that he is the one who did it? I know it sure sounds ﬁshy, but we cannot go oﬀ half- cocked unless we know that he did it for sure.” Casey continued, “ Well he was at the track when it happened, so he has an alibi, but I am sure he could have paid someone to do it.” Thomas inquired, “I do not recall the paper saying what caused the ﬁre.” Casey said, “ They did not know early enough to get it into the paper, but I found out through the police website. It was an electrical ﬁre. Apparently , there was a frayed extension cord in the hay loft . However, the whole barn did not burn down. The ﬁre department was able to put the ﬁre out, but the horses were consumed by the smoke and did not make it. I think we should g o sneak into the barn and see what evidence we might be able to ﬁnd.”

Thomas said annoyedly, “I would really like to, but we need to wait until tomorrow. I already put Dan oﬀ last night, and I need to spend the night with him.” Casy replied, “ Well I guess the barn is not going anywhere. I am sure if we get there tomorrow night, we should be able to ﬁnd just as much as tonight. The ﬁre marshal was already there today, so the investigation is likely not going to move very fast.” Thomas said, “Good, I miss Dan and really need to spend some time with him. Please understand. Oh, by the way we got this Macaw dropped oﬀ at the oﬃce today. Some lady died, and her grandson came by to see if we knew of anyone to take the bird. Dr. Gunther said that we could keep it in the oﬃce until we ﬁnd it a home. I went to pick up the cage at her house. It is settling in at the clinic. Its name is Pepper . We sent the DNA test kit out today, so we should know in a few days i f it’s a male or female. I am thinking male because of how big it is. It is a Catalina. It is very pretty, orange, royal blue and olive green. You will have to stop by and see it.” Casey said, “Maybe tomorrow after work. Then we can go investigate the ﬁre.” Thomas said, “ Ok, I need to go shower now. I need to get over to Dan’s. We are going out for seafood.” Fifteen minutes later Thomas was bounding out the door. He got to Dan’s place thirty minutes later. He had stopped by the store and bought some ﬂowers for Dan.

He felt badly that he had been gone so long and then blew him oﬀ yesterday. Dan answered the door. He was shocked and pleased to see the ﬂowers and of course Thomas. Dan gave Thomas a huge hug and kiss on the lips. Well now he has gotten two kisses on the lips this afternoon. He just smiled to himself at the thought of Noodles’s antics. Dan moved aside to let Thomas into the apartment. Dan was still in his underwear. He was in the process of getting dressed to go out when Thomas arrived. Thomas asked after looking Dan up and down, “ Is this an invitation to bed, or shall we go out to dinner ﬁrst?” Dan said, “ No, I just have not ﬁnished getting dressed yet. We will have all night to play, that is if you plan to stay over?” Thomas grinned, “ Of course I plan to stay over. I have nothing else to do tonight. I am all yours, baby.” Dan smiled at this. Thomas continued , “I know we talked about seafood. What were you thinking of?” Dan asked, “Do you have tomorrow oﬀ or do you have to work?” Thomas said, “Well I am technically oﬀ, but we got this new bird in today, and I wanted to stop by and see how

it is doing. I can do it later in the day though. What were you thinking?” Dan said, “Well, if you are up for it , I thought we could go down to Atlantic City for the night. They have many great seafood places down there, and it is only about an hour’s drive from here.” Thomas thought for a moment, then said, “That sounds splendid. Have you researched the places to eat? Maybe we should ﬁnd one and make a reservation before we leave.” Dan went on, “I already found the one that I would like to go to. I t’s called The Crab Trap. I already made us a reservation for seven o’clock in anticipation of you saying yes.” Thomas shook his head, “ Wow, you really did think I would say yes.” Dan passionately kissed Thomas again, then he went oﬀ to ﬁnish getting dressed. Dan was back ﬁve minutes later fully dressed and carrying a small suitcase. Dan smiled and said, “ I packed us clothes for the night. You had left some stuﬀ here, so I washed it and packed it for you.” Thomas kissed Dan again. Thom as called Casey to let him know that he and Dan were going to spend the night in Atlantic City. Then they walked out to the car. Thomas

drove. They got to the restaurant and six forty -ﬁve and were taken to a table right away. They each ordered one of the world-famous Crab Cakes as an appetizer. Then Thomas got the Fried Oysters for his entrée. Dan ordered the Jersey Ocean Scallops. They both got baked potatoes and salads with their meals. The food was spectacular . They were so full after all this great food that they did not have room for any dessert. Thomas paid the bill which came to 210.00 including the tip. As they were leaving Thomas said, “ Well, I guess we need to look for a place to stay?” Dan countered, “No, I already booked the night for us at Harrah’s right on the beach.” Thomas kissed him again. Then they got into the car and Thomas drove them to Harrah’s. Once they got there, ﬁfteen minutes later. They went to the reception desk. Dan gave them his credit card and told them they had a reservation. The guy behind the desk was Sam. Sam was very cute, and Thomas thought that he might be fun to play with but deemed that he did not feel as though his and Dan’s relationship was at the point of bringing others in to play. They got two key cards and headed up to the room. Once they got inside, Dan said, “Wow, Sam was cute. Have you ever thought of maybe playing together some time?”

Thomas aghast said, “I was thinking the same thing, but did not want to say anything, because I did not want to freak you out. I think that would be a splendid idea, but we have not had sex with each other in a while . Should we just keep it between us for tonight?” Dan replied, “I agree. Maybe we can go to bed now, and have a passionate session, then see if Sam would be interested in coming by when he gets oﬀ work?” Thomas started to kiss Dan passionately, then he started to undress him. Before long they were both naked and laying on the bed. Thomas was already aroused and feeling like he wanted to get busy under the sheets. He started to ﬁnger Dan, and Dan was receptive to his touch. Dan rolled over and backed up so Thomas would have easy access for entry. Thomas entered Dan, and they made passionate love for an hour before either of them climaxed. Once they had ﬁnished their session, they decided to go down to the casino for a bit. Thomas always had cash in his wallet. He currently had over a thousand dollars in it. He told Dan, “ We should get player cards , so we earn points for playing. Here is ﬁve hundred dollar s. Pick a machine and start playing once you get the card. I will do the same. We should pick two machines close together.” They went to the loyalty desk and each got their player club card . Once they did, the y realized that they had

some free pla y att ached to it. They had t o use cert ain machines for the free pl ay, so they walked over to the machines and inserted their card. They each had ﬁfty dollars in free play. When they cashed out ﬁfteen minutes later, Thomas was up to eight hundred dollars that he won on his free play . Dan was up to eleven hundred. They took their tickets over to diﬀerent machines and inserted their card and voucher. They just kept the cash in their pockets for now, since they had so much to play down. They went to the Wheel of Fortune game, which had a progressive jackpot of 847, 392.00. After twenty minutes of playing Dan hit a big wheel spin and won over 40, 000.00. He was amazed. Now maybe he could get himself a new car, and pay oﬀ his other bills. The machine went wild and signaled for the casino manager. He came over to see what was going on. He asked Dan for his Driver’s license. Dan gave it to him. Ten minutes later the manager came back and paid Dan in cash 42,638.00. Just as he w as hand-paying Dan, Thomas spun and hit the progressive jackpot of over 800,000.00. The manager said, “wow, I have not seen that hit in a very long time. I will need you license as well.” Thomas handed him his license, and the manager walked oﬀ to get the money for Thomas.” Thomas turned to Dan and said, “ Holy fuck. I cannot believe we won all this money. Now I can buy a house

for us and get you a car to drive, so you are not taking the bus all the time. This is just mind blowing. I think it is customary to tip the casino people when you win big. Maybe we should give them ﬁve thousand?” Dan said, “Well I think that is a bit low, considering the amount. One percent would be almost 9,000.00. I think that is fair. Thomas agreed, “ Ok, so that will leave us with 881,030.00. We need to ﬁgure thirt y percent for taxes, so that will leave us with 616,721.00. Dan said, “Wow you are really good at math.” Thomas chuckled. “I always have been.” Thomas leaned over and gave Dan a big kiss right there in the casino. This was quite taboo back in 1992, but he did it anyway. He really was falling for Dan, and Dan was really into him as well. They had not talked long term yet, but Thomas did mention buying a house for them, so maybe soon? The casino manager and host both came over to verify the money this time. I guess it takes two people to carry 800K. They paid Thomas the money. Dan had already counted out the 9,000.00 from his money to tip the manager and host. He gave them the tip, and they walked oﬀ after thanking the guys. Thomas said, “We need to get this money into the safe. We should take it up there right now.”

When they had the money secured in the room safe at ten o’clock, Dan said, “I wonder what time Sam gets oﬀ work?” Thomas replied, “ We could walk down there and ask him.” The two left the room, making sure the door was secure. They walked down to the lobby where they saw Sam still behind the counter. There was no one in line now so they walked up to him. Dan said, “ Hi Sam, we were wondering what time you get oﬀ work. Sam said, “At eleven, so in forty minutes. Why?” Thomas interjected, “Well Sam we were wondering if you might be interested in coming up to our room for a little fun?” Sam smiled and said, “ Um, that is against company policy, but you two are very good looking, and there aren’t any cameras up there, so sure.” Dan said, “ Great we will see you shor tly. Just knock softly, and we will let you in” Thomas and Dan went to the coﬀee shop in the hotel. It was just about to close . They each ordered a decaf coﬀee and a blueberry muﬃn. It came to twelve dollars. They sat down for a bit to enjoy their dessert. It was ten ﬁfty when they headed up to the room . They got

undressed down to their underwear and waited f or Sam. Sam knocked on the door at eleven ten . Thomas went to let him in while Dan started rubbing himself through his underwear. Thomas said, “Hi Sam, come on in.” With this Sam reached down and grabbed ahold of Thomas’s stiﬀening member as he was getting undressed himself. Once he was fully undressed Dan spread his lips and took Sam in . He went crazy on Sam. Thomas was fully ready at this time. Thomas said, “Sam are you ready to take me?” Sam said, “ Yes sir, I am ready for you to pummel my hole.” Thomas took this as an invitation. Sam now had his lips around Dan’s unit as Thomas pushed into him slowly. Once Thomas was fully inside, he started to jackhammer into Sam. Sam was groaning with pure pleasure. He was still latched onto Dan. After Thomas expelled his load into Sam, Dan took over the position. Thomas got busy sucking on Sam’s tool as Dan was plowing him from behind. Five minutes later Dan blew his load and Thomas had just gotten Sam to shoot into his throat. Now that everybody had released their tension, Sam said, “Thanks guys that was amazing. I am glad that you came by to chat with me. No w I will get home to the

wife. She has been taking care of the baby all day, so I need to go home and make sure that everything is good.” The whole encounter was over by eleven thirty , and it left Thomas and Dan wondering what had just happened. Dan said, “This guy is married and he had us do that to him?” Thomas replied, “ Well sometimes people just cannot admit to the world that they have feeling for the same sex, so they use a heterosexual persona. The real problem with that is if you screw around with the wrong people, you end up taking a big problem home to your wife, such as STDs or even worse HIV. If I had known that he was married with a baby, I would never have played with him.” Dan said, “ Yeah me either, wow what a hard life trying to live as a straight guy, when you are clearly gay. I wonder why so many people are afraid to come out? I mean my parents were ok with it, and your parents seemed ok with me being your boyfriend.” Thomas said, “Yes, my father shocked me by the way he accepted you. I still think that he just does not put it together in his mind that we are a couple. He has been p r e tt y v o c a l a b o u t m y b e i n g g a y , a n d h o w I a m a n embarrassment to the family . Oh well, I am who I am and that is all there is to it. God clearly made me th is

way. I do not know anyone who would actually choose this for themselves. I mean why would someone want to choose to be ridiculed, harassed, picked on and put down. It makes no sense why people think that this is a choice. I am clearly repulsed by the female genitalia, but I have a very strong attraction to men. It is plain as day. Why can’t people see this?” Dan said, “I know what you mean. I was lucky, my family just accepted it, but so many families just kick their children out for being gay . It is sad. I mean we are still the same person that they raised and loved, but once the gay word comes out, so many families break apart. It is so unnecessary. Something needs to be done to make being gay, an accepted thing. Like you said, who would willingly choose this?” Thomas and Dan decide d to get in bed. They were still naked from the tr yst with Sam. They snuggled and spooned. Thomas was starting to get aroused again, but he still just spooned without penetrating. He wanted to shower, so he could wash Sam oﬀ before penetrating Dan. The two just fell asleep. Thomas woke up at six o’clock. Dan was still sleeping. Thomas got a quick shower to wash oﬀ, when he got back into bed. He was immediately hard again . He slid up behind Dan and slowly slipped inside. Dan m oaned softly, when he woke up and started pushing back into Thomas, so he would go deeper . They continued to make love until they both climaxed, then they got into

the shower and cleaned up. They dressed and drove back to Philadelphia. Dan had only taken a half day oﬀ, so he had to be back by noon. They stopped along the way to grab a quick breakfast, then headed north. Thomas took Dan to his own apartment so he could get dressed for work, then he drove him to the university . They kissed goodbye, and Dan proceeded to go into work.
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The Fire Investigation
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Thomas headed straight to the vet oﬃce to check on Pepper . It was doing well. They still had not let it out of the cage, because they wanted to let it get acclimated to the surroundings ﬁrst . Thomas had stopped and picked up some produce. There was an extra bowl attached to the inside of the cage . It was a rather large stainless-steel bowl about eight inches in diameter. Thomas put some broccoli kale and carrots in the bowl. Pepper was very excited about this. It started to ﬂap its wings a little and bob its head. Then from nowhere, Pepper said, “Thank you.” Thomas laughed and said , “You are very welcome, Pepper.” Once Thomas had everything under control with Pepper, he called Casey at the oﬃce to see if he had found out any more about the ﬁre. Casey said, “I have not found anything more since yesterday. We really need to get over there and check out that cord.” Thomas said, “Well I am back from Atlantic City. Um, and we won some money while we were there.” Casey excitedly said, “Deﬁne some.”

Thomas responded with a whisper, “ A little over 600,000.00.” Casey said, “What he fuck, how did you do that?” Thomas said, “ Well, Dan hit 40,000.00 on his machine, then as he was getting paid, I hit the progressive jackpot for 800,000.00. We tipped the casino hosts 9,000.00 and put aside 30% for taxes . So that leaves us just under 600,000.00 free and clear. I want to get Dan a car, and you a newer van. That old white panel van is getting to the end of its life. My car is good for now. I will see what is left over . Then I want to buy a house for Dan and I. I want to ﬁnd something that has room for you as well. Maybe something with a casita? I really like living with you, and it makes things easier for our investigations and such.” Casey responded, “ That is awesome, but how are we going to be able to hunt with Dan in the house?” Thomas said, “ Well, I was thinking about that. I think I will put a small amount of tranquilizer in his bedtime tea. I will only do it on the nights that we need to go out. I mean he does know that I must go to the clinic at night a few days a week anyway to can run the furnace for the animals, so it should not be that big a deal.” Casey said, “ Ok, back to the barn ﬁre. W e need to get over there and do our own investigation. We need to see if Fred paid someone to start th at ﬁre. He was at the

track when it happened, so he technically has an alibi, but I surely think he is behind this.” Thamas said, “ What time can you get out of there it is two o’clock now.?” Casey said, “Well, technically ﬁve o’clock, but I might be able to get out a little early.” Thomas sad, “Well, that will be ﬁne. I will try to contact a realtor and see what he can ﬁnd for us. I think we can get something spectacular for around 300,000.00.” Casey responded, “Ok you get ahold of the realtor. I will check into this guy a little more while I am still here. Then I will meet you at the house at ﬁve thirty.” Thomas said, ”Perfect. I will get busy. I have not told anyone else about the money, so please keep it quiet.” They hung up the phone, and Thomas got out the phone book. He look ed up residential realtors in the area . He called Century 21 and got ahold of Jack Stevens. He told Jack what he was looking for , and Jack said he would look for some houses and give him a call back to set up some showings. Thomas thanked him and hung up. Thomas left the clinic and went straight to the pet shop. Pepper needed more food and cuttle bones. He bought some Kaytee rainbow large parrot food, which was a very good food with a lot of quality vitamins. He also bought some Parrot cookie snacks.

They had a nice rope to cli mb on and a swing, so he bought those as well . He headed back to the clinic to drop oﬀ the stuﬀ. He hung the swing on one side of the cage, and the rope on the other. Pepper did n ot know what to do. Should it use the ne w swing or the new rope? Pepper ﬁnally decided on the rope. It hung oﬀ the rope, ﬂapped its wings and squawked playfully. Thomas put the other supplies in the cabinet which sat next to the cage. Pepper seemed to be coming out of its shell, so to speak. Instead of just sitting there bored and quiet, it started to play and make noise. Pepper really seemed to be enjoying the change. Thomas left again so he could get home before Casey. When he got home, and opened the bedroom door for Noodles, he came running out like he was scared of something and jumped up into Thomas’s arms, gave him a big hug and tried that lip kiss thing again, but Thomas turned his head. . Thomas peeked into the room to see what was going on. Noodles had a tire swing, and it was swinging around. He must have been playing on that and when he heard Thomas come in, he just got excited and ran out. Thomas did not see any other reason for Noodles to have been scared. Thomas put Noodles on one of the chairs and told him to stay there. He did not want Noodles sticking his hand into the boiling water to grab the macaroni. Noodles listened for all of about ten seconds. Then he was in the kitchen by Thomas.

Thomas had the water on to boil while he made a cheese sauce. He told Noodles that he needed to behave, and he would get some mac and cheese when it was done. Well, being a mischievous monkey, Noodles did not really like to listen. Thomas started to melt the butter and olive oil together. Once they were melted, he added the ﬂour and cooked it until it was a nice caramel color with a nutty smell. He then added w arm milk and cooked it until the sauce thickened. Once the sauce was complete, he turned oﬀ the heat and stirred in the cheese for a creamy consistency. By now the water was boiling, so he added the macaroni to it . Noodles was eyeing the pot. Thomas told him, “No, you need to wait until it is completed.” Noodles walked away sulking. Thomas rolled his eyes, shook his head and laughed heartily. He thought to himself, ‘this monkey is just like a child.’ The macaroni took twelve minutes to boil. Then Thomas drained it and incorporated the cheese sauce. He wanted to let it cool a bit before giving it to Noodles. He scooped out a small portion and put it in a bowl to cool. Just then Casey walked in the door, and Noodles forgot about the macaroni. He ran over to Casey and jumped up on him. Casey gave him a big hug and said, “ Hi Noodles, have you been up to no good as usual?”

From the kitchen, Thomas said, “Of course he has. He is always up to something. I made mac and cheese for us. It is still hot; I just ﬁnished it.” Casey said, “It looks delicious. What is that bowl for?” Thomas replied, “ It is for Mr . trouble over there. He loves noodles, and he would not leave me alone while I was boiling them. I decided to set aside small portion to cool oﬀ for him. Casey and Thomas scooped out their bowls of food and went to the table. Thomas put Noodle’s bowl on his highchair. Noodles immediately climbed up into his chair, picked up the spoon and started to eat with his hand. Thomas said, “No Noodles, you need to use the spoon.” Thomas demonstrated for the hundredth time how to use the spoon. Noodles ﬁnally left his hand out of the food and used the spoon to eat his mac and cheese. Casey said, “I taste something diﬀerent in here. It is good, but I cannot place it.” Thomas said, “I put a dash of nutmeg into the sauce. It gives it a nice warm ﬂavor. I also used a combination of Swiss and smoked gouda for the cheese selections” Casey said, “Yes, it really does make a huge diﬀerence. I think this is the best mac and chees e that I have ever had.”

They ﬁnished eating . Noodles ﬁnished his entire bowl, then climbed back down from his chair. He knew his chair, and that he needed to sit there if he wanted to eat with the family. Casey went to change, while Thomas cleaned up the kitche n and put the leftover mac and cheese in the refrigerator. It was still a little hot, but it would cool down quickly in there. Thomas left the lid slightly ajar so the heat could escape. Casey was back, they put Noodles back in to his room and left to go check out the barn. They needed to be very clandestine about this. They could not be see n going into the crime scene. They park ed on a side road behind the farm and had to hike about half a mile to get to the barn. They went in and climbed up into the hay loft. They found the cord that was the cause of the ﬁre. They noticed that it had been purposely cut open and left lying in the loose hay. This was certainly arson. Thomas had wished that he brought his ﬁnger printing kit with him to check the cord. Casey had a bag with him, and they were both wearing gloves. They decided to take the cord, so they could ﬁngerprint it. The ﬁre marshal had already considered it an accident, h e clearly did not do much investigating , because it was obvious that the cord had been cut with a razor knife. Thomas had brought his camera with them. They noticed some footprints in the dirt coming into the barn from the back door. Thomas took a few pictures of them.

He was going to investigate the prints and see what type of shoes they were. They had done their investigation and wanted to get out of there. They had the cord and the pictures of the shoe prints . They should be able to ﬁgure it out with that. They really should not be there, and they did not want to be seen. They headed back to the van and got the hell out of there. When they got home, Thomas went to work on trying to get ﬁngerprints oﬀ the cord. He did ﬁnd several in the area where the cut was. Casey would be able to research those at the oﬃce. The shoe prints were another story. They tried looking up the sole s, but they seemed to be a rare shoe. They were deﬁnitely a sneaker, but which one? Thomas kept researching the shoe, but he could not ﬁnd the right one. Casey said “ Let me look it up tomorrow at the oﬃce. I have a lot more resources. I must try to match the prints anyway.” They were basically done for the night with the investigation.
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Spending Some of the Cash
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Thomas said, “Should we go look at a new van for you? I think it is important to keep a van so that we have an easier time concealing our victims.” Casey said, “I agree, yes maybe we can go to the Chevy Dealer where Tyrone used to work. Wouldn’t that be a hoot?” Thomas cringed, “No, it would not be a hoot, but that is probably the best place for us to go. They did have a lot of vans on the lot.” So, they headed out to Valley F orge to see what they might be able to ﬁnd for Casey. Thomas would be paying cash for the van. When they got there, they saw twenty- six vans on the lot. Most were simple cargo vans without any windows in the back. Of course, this is what they were looking for . Casey saw a nice navy blue 1993 G series van that he liked. This particular one came in four- wheel drive, which was a good thing for Pennsylvania in the winter time. The sticker price was 18,734.00. Thomas inquired, “I would like to purchase this va n. I have cash, so I would like your best price including any rebates that you can oﬀer me.” The sales guy, Larry , said, “ Well we currently have a promotion where you would get a 1,000.00 rebate, plus

I can knock another 1,300.00 oﬀ the list price for you. So, the total out the door price would be 16,434.00, plus tax, 986.00, and tags , 125.00. The total comes to 17,545.00.” Thomas thought for a second, knowing full well that this was a good deal, then he said, “I am sure you can do better. Maybe I need to speak to the ﬁnance manager.” Larry said, “Let me go ask what the bottom line is.” Thomas was now speaking to Casey as Larry walked oﬀ, he said, “You know, this is a really good price, but I want to squeeze them for more. Oh, and we forgot to mention your van as a trade. Well let me see what he comes back with then I will bring up the trade.” Larry came back after ten minutes and said, “ Our new ﬁnance manager said that he can take another 1,500.00 oﬀ for our friends and family deal. So that will bring it down to 14,934.00 plus tax, 896.00, and tags, 125.00. So out the door would be 15,955.00.” Thamas said, “Ok, that is fair. Now I have this 1986 white c a r g o v a n t o t r a d e i n . H o w m u c h c a n w e t a k e o ﬀ f o r that?” Larry said, “Oh we ﬁgured the deal without a trade. I will have to see how much they will give you for it. Let me get our used car guy to check it out.”

Larry was oﬀ again. Thomas said, “I hope everything is spotless in there with no possibility of any DNA from our victims?” Casey said, “I have washed and scrubbed it six times since our last victim. I am sure that there is no evidence in there that could implicate us.” Larry was back in twenty minutes. “ The used car guy said he will give you 2,500.00 trade in for your white van.” Thomas said, “Well I looked it up in the Kelly Blue Book and it said the trade -in value should be 3,500.00- 4,000.00. It is in excellent condition.” Larry said, “ Well that is all I am authorized to give you for it.” Thomas said, right in front of Larry , “Ok, Casey let’s go w e c a n g e t a b e tt e r d e a l s o m e w h e r e e l s e . T h e y a r e trying to rip us oﬀ on the trade-in value.” Thomas and Casey walked slowly out toward their van. Thomas knew they wanted the sale, and that Larry would come running out the door any second to tell them they had found a solution. Three minutes later, Larry came running out the door, “Wait, they said we can do 3,500.00 for your van.” Thomas grinned at Casey, as if to say, ‘I told you so’, “Ok Larry let’s get this done. And I want a ﬁve-year Platinum, 100,000-mile extended warranty thrown in.”

Larry said, “I will have to check on that.” Thomas and Casey turned around again to walk away. Larry said, “Ok, I will make it happen.” They all walked back into the dealership . Thomas and Casey walked out an hour later with the keys to the new van. Thomas only paid 12,245.00 including taxes and tags for the van with the ﬁve -year/100,000-mile platinum warranty. Wow, did Thomas know how to get what he wanted or what? They got home at nine PM. Thomas was exhausted, even though he had not worked, he did so much running around, sleuthing and negotiating , that he just needed to get some sleep. Thomas and Casey got up early the next morning. They both had to be at work by nine o’clock. Casey drove his new van. He really liked it. There were so many new features from what he had in the old one. Some of these features were power windows , power locks , cruise control and air conditioning . He did like the dark blue color too. I t would blend in better with other vehicles instead of sticking out all bright and white. It would make it easier when they were out hunting. Thomas wanted to get into the oﬃce before the rest of the staﬀ. He wanted to spend some time with Pepper out of the cage. Thursdays were usually quite busy at the clinic, so Thomas knew that Pepper would have to stay locked up again today. When he got there , Pepper was

perched on the new swing and was mumbl ing up a storm. Thomas said, “Good morning, Pepper.” Pepper said, “Good morning.” Thomas said, “ Would you like to come out of the cage for a little bit?” Pepper said, “Come out.” Thomas opened the cage and put his arm in to allow Pepper to step up onto it. Pepper promptly stepped up onto his arm. Thomas took Pepper out and snuggled it close to his chest. Pepper proceeded to snuggle right up against him and said, “Good Pepper.” Thomas said, “Yes, you are good, and a very pretty bird.” Pepper said, “Pretty bird.” Thomas was laughing at the vocabulary of this bird . It had to be at least six or seven years old to have such a good list of words. Thomas said, “Pepper do you want a treat?” Pepper said, “Treat, thank you.” Thomas responded, “But I haven’t given you the treat yet.”

Thomas gave pepper one of the dried mango treats that he had bought the previous day. Thomas said, “What do you say?” Pepper said, “Treat, thank you.” Thomas shook his head, then remembered that parrots do not carry on conversations, they just repeat things that they hear. Thomas had to start getting the clinic ready to open. Everyone would be there in ﬁfteen minutes, and the clinic would open in thirty minutes. He put Pepper on the perch on top of the cage and went about readying the oﬃce. Pepper stayed there eating the mango treat. Thomas went back to tend to the animals that were housed overnight from surgery or other things. There were only four on this day. Sometimes there were many more. Everything was ready to open by the time the oﬃce girls got in. Dr. Gunther usually showed up around nine ﬁfteen. The other two doctors started at ten and eleven; that way someone was always available until seven pm. The clinic was open from nine am to seven pm Monday through Saturday. One of the doctors was always on call for emergencies. So basically, it was a twenty -four/seven operation, but the oﬃce was only open nine to seven. There were also two large animal vet s who mainly worked in the ﬁeld, but they had their o ﬃ c e s e t u p i n t h e b a r n o u t b a c k where the horses were. Working with the large animals

was Thomas’s preference. He wanted to become a large animal vets. He did love working with dogs too, but cats and other small animals were not his preference. Thomas did, however, like exotic animals. Such as, birds, monkeys, reptiles and the lik e. He just wanted to be a great veterinarian, who was well respected in his ﬁeld. He really appreciated D r. Gunter giving him the opportunity to work there and learn all that he could. Dr. G would sometimes let Thomas perform the surgeries and Dr. G would assist. He ﬁgured the best way for Thomas to learn wa s by doing. He would be right there in case anything went amiss, but Thomas would do very well on almost everything. Thomas was glad that he took this year oﬀ from school. After ﬁve grueling year s, including summers, of undergraduate, he needed a break. He wanted to spend more time perfecting his riding, especially since he was now a member of the USET. He also wanted to learn all he could from Dr . G before he started vet school the following fall. The day went by as it usually did. Thomas performed three surgeries. First thing in the morning he had to spay a Miniature Schnauzer. When he ﬁnished that, there was an English Bulldog who had fallen down some steps and broken her leg. Thomas had to pin it back together and cast her leg. Then closer to the end of the day there was a male Siamese cat that needed to be neutered. Dr.

Gunther was very pleased with Thomas’s progress. He had been a masterful student. Dr. G said to Thomas, “ How would you like to spend a few weeks out in the ﬁeld with the large animal vets? I think you are ready for that.” Thomas said, “That would be wonderful, but remember I will be in New Jersey for four days next week training with the team.” Dr. G said, “ Ok well then you can start with them on Thursday morning.” Thomas excitedly said, “ Thank you, I really think I will like that. I know most of it will be vaccines and blood work, but I am sure I will see some new stuﬀ.” Thomas went to the equestrian center for four days every month to train with the team. It was typically a Sunday through Wednesday deal. He would load MC up in the farm trailer and drive the two hours to the center. The trainers would put the two of them through intense training for four days and then Thomas would work on perfecting what he had learned over the remainder of the month at home. He was quite glad that he had built that Olympic sized dressage ring . Now it was easy for him to train at home. He tried to ride MC at least three days a week when he was home. Rebecca would exercise him the other days. When Thomas was leaving for the day, he stopped by and said, “Goodbye Pepper,” to Pepper.

Pepper said, “Goodbye Pepper.” Thomas just shook his head and left for the day.
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More Vehicle Shopping
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When Thomas got home, t here was a message for him from Jack Stevens, the realtor. Jack said , “Hi Thomas, this is Jack from Century 21. I have found seven properties for us to start looking at. Give me a call back and we can set up some appointments. Thanks.” Thomas dialed the phon e, and Jack pick up right away. Thomas said, “Hi Jack, this is Thomas.” Jack said, “Oh hey Thomas, how are you? I have found seven houses that ﬁt with what you asked me to look for. When would you like to see them?” Thomas responded, “Um, would tomorrow late morning work? I need to talk to my boyfriend about it to see if he can come along . I know my cousin Casey will be available. Why don’t we set it up for eleven o’clock and if there is a change, I will let you know. Just give me the ﬁrst address so that I can meet you there. I wish I had a portable phone.” Jack said, “Well we should start at 725 Maple Ave. I think you will really like this one. I have a mobile phone. I just got it a few weeks ago. The new Motorola s just came out.” Thomas said, ”Oh really, I will have to stop by Radio Shack and see if they have one that will work for me. I t

would be so much better to have a constant connection with everybody.” Thomas hung up and called Dan. When Dan answered, Thomas said “Hi, we need to talk. Is it ok if I come over now?” Dan said, “ Oh no, what is wrong? Are you breaking up with me?” Thomas chuckled, “ No, it’s nothing like that . I need to talk to you about us. Is it ok to come over now?” Dan said, “Sure. I do not have any plans. I had hoped we would spend some time together tonight.” Thomas replied, “I ’ll be right over,” and hung up the phone. Thomas left a note for Casey. Please make sure you are available tomorrow morning. I have some houses lined up with the realtor. T Thomas then headed straight over to Dan’ s apartment. Dan met him at the door in tears. Thomas said, “What is wrong?” Dan sobbed, “I love you so much and I am afraid that you are breaking up with me.” Thomas looked impatient, “I told you on the phone that it was nothing like that. We should go sit on the couch.” They walked into the living room and sat down.

Thomas started, “I really care about you too baby. The reason I want to talk to you is to ask you if you would like us to move in together? I ﬁgure with the money we won; we can buy a house for cash with a room for Casey and of course a room for Noodles . I have an appointment tomorrow morning with the realtor, and I was hoping that you would be able to come and look too.” Dan breathed a sigh of relief, “Of course, I would love to move in with you. You had me really scared.” Thomas said, “ You are so silly. Why do you over dramatize things?” Dan said, “That is just the way I am. Us ‘dancing queens’ are all drama, don’t you know?” Thomas continued with a laugh, “ Ok, I will sleep here tonight, then tomorrow we can stop and grab Casey. That way we can all go together. I think we should also go to the Chevy dealership and get you a vehicle so you do not have to ride that nasty bus all the time.” Dan said, “That would be great.” Thomas said, “ Well the dealership is open until eight. We should go grab some dinner ﬁrst and then head over there. It is in Valley Forge, so let’s look for something out that way.” Dan said, “Let me put some decent clothes on.”

The two of them got into Thomas’s car and headed for Valley Forge. Thomas said, “I really would prefer for you to have a four-wheel drive vehicle, since we get a fair amount of snow in the winter. Would you prefer a truck, a wagon or a sedan?” Dan said, “ Well I like the Chevy Blazers and the S -10s. They are quite nice. They do not get the best gas mileage, but I really would not be driving that far.” Thomas said, “The truck might come in handy for getting stuﬀ for the house . Well, we can test drive them both and see which you prefer.” They stopped at Applebee’s for dinner . It was far from ﬁne dining, but the food was good. They talked about the car and moving in together over dinner. They ﬁnished at the restaurant at six thirty then headed over to the dealership. Larry saw Thomas and cringed. He said, “ Is there something wrong with the van?” Thomas said, “ Nope, we are here to test drive a Blazer and an S-10. I want to buy Dan here a new vehicle and you took care oﬀ me with the van, so I am back. We want four-wheel drive, of course. What do you have on the lot? I also want all the bells and whistles on this one.”

Larry said, “ Well we have three new blazers and seventeen S -10s in stock. Do you have a color preference?” Dan interjected, “I like green.” Larry said, “ Well two of the Blazers are black and grey and the other one in brown. The S-10s I have every color of the rainbow available. Do you want a sunroof?” Dan said, “ No, I have heard a lot of stories of them leaking.” Larry said, “Ok, well let me grab the keys to that forest green S-10 right there. We can see if you like it.” After Larry walked oﬀ, Dan said to Thomas, “That looks nice. It even
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