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INTRODUCTION

I have a great mentor, and I have sat under hours of his teachings on Kingdom Mysteries/Christian Spirituality and still feel like I haven’t begun to scratch the surface. Of course, the freedom to share everything I learn is not there because I have yet to live out much of the knowledge I have acquired through study, listening to hours of teaching, and reading dozens of books, plus my own intuition and secret conversations with God at different intervals of my life. I don’t have all the answers, nor do I pretend to know a lot.

By the time I finished writing this devotional, I had a barrage of new questions and no answers. As I learn and grow, I invite you to join me on this journey. It is indeed an interesting one, and for every question answered, a dozen unanswered questions will take its place. It is just the nature of the journey, so enjoy the ride. The priority is not to answer your questions, but to expand your mind so more of God can seep in – expanding your capacity to become a life-giving principle and an agent of change and spiritual transformation in the world you live in today.

Most Christians today want to escape the world, but God is looking for a few brave men and women who will choose to stick around and partner with Him in the transfiguration of fallen creation.


DAY 1:

MADE IN GOD’S IMAGE
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Scripture:

“Let us make man in Our image, after Our likeness…” (Genesis 1:26 – KJV)

What does it mean to be made in the image of God? To answer this question, I found a fascinating article on the Focus on the Family website. I found the exposition so profound that I would prefer to quote it than paraphrase it:

“…the Image of God is not so much something that man bears as something that man is. Biblical scholar D. J. A. Clines, in his groundbreaking article “The Image of God in Man” (Tyndale Bulletin 19, 1968, 53-103) argues that the Hebrew preposition be (“in”) in the phrases betsalmenu, “in our image,” and betsalmo, “in his image” (Genesis 1:27), should be taken as an instance of “beth essentiae” or “beth of the essence.” We realize that this may be difficult to grasp if you don’t know any Hebrew, but the point is that the grammar favors the translation “God created man as His image” over “God created man in His image.” As Cline puts it in his concluding remarks: “Thus we may say that according to Genesis 1, man does not have the image of God, nor is he made in the image of God, but is himself the image of God.” Humankind, then, was created to be a “copy” or a “graphic image” of the Creator – a formal, visible, and understandable representation of who God is and what He is really like.”1

What I like about this author’s conclusion is that it now makes sense why God would be so vested in mankind. If we are His expressed image, then it would make sense that if we fell from grace, He would do everything possible to redeem us. This shows just how valuable you are to God.


Prayer:

Father, forgive me for thinking I was worthless and had no value. I now see why You would be so mindful of us, why You would even consider us, because You truly value our existence. May You open my eyes to recognize the truth about who You are and who I am in You, in Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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