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      Book Eight in the Forever Series | An UnearthyVerse Paranormal Romance

      Some laws were written in blood. Breaking them could damn the world.

      The rule was absolute: magical blood must never mix with human blood. Every hospital understood the risks. Every doctor swore to do no harm.

      Until Raven Thorne landed on Armand Christianson’s operating table.

      As chief of medical staff and a vampire, Armand is bound by oath. He should have let the human die. But the moment he saw Raven, he recognized her soul. She was his lover, reincarnated. And he would never let her die again.

      To save her, Armand commits the ultimate sin by using Lamia’s blood, blood powerful enough to heal magicals during the Civil Were War. However, that blood was never meant for humans. Raven survives, but the consequences are deadly.

      Lamia and her sister Lilith are the first damned goddesses the gods cast out of Heaven. Too powerful for Hell, the gods condemned them to walk the Earth as vampires. Their blood sustains the magical world, and their laws must not be broken.

      Now Armand must protect Raven from rogue werewolves, ancient magic, and the wrath of the immortal sisters themselves. Because when bloodlines cross, loyalty shatters. And even love may not be enough to save them from judgment.

      Forever Sisters expands the UnearthyVerse with forbidden vampire romance, reincarnated soulmates, and a battle between ancient law and chosen love.
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      Living on the Edge: Armand

      It had been decades since I had last set foot on top of the earth. Mostly well—who am I kidding—I spent all of my time underground since I lost my darling daughter, Kate, and the love of my life, Raven. Existence without either of them has been hell. If I still had lungs and still felt physical pain, I’d swear that someone punched a hole in my chest cavity during the human’s Second World War.

      Sadly, that pain hasn’t lifted since. Why would it? As a vampire, sired by my twin, Alec, and the one and only vampire made by Lilith through blood, I was damned from the beginning. The pain of losing my soul didn’t bother me. I rather enjoyed being a vampire because I had my brother, and I met the love of my life, Raven. 

      This was all I needed to live a happy life. Even if the gods doomed me to walk as death among the living, it didn’t matter because I had a family. It gave me purpose in my second life as a vampire.

      Humans had this strange notion that you only get a soulmate once in a lifetime. Of course, their version of a lifetime was comical at best. I found their definition of a century on Earth to be ridiculous. 

      A hundred years is a mere blip in time, especially after I became immortal so many centuries ago. But now? Now, I am questioning myself. Perhaps the humans were onto something because I’d rather sleep until oblivion comes. Existence without my beloved isn’t an existence at all.

      My Raven Thorne, my little Nuri witch, was all I’d ever wanted in life. She made me want to become a better man. Well, if that were possible for the undead, I guess. Alec seemed to have it all together after reuniting with his beloved Obsidian, who reincarnated as Morgan this time around.

      Sadly, that was the first bit of news I heard when I chose to rise above ground and answer Lilith’s call. It made my heart sink further into despair. Not that I wasn’t happy for my twin. He deserves all that Earth offers, but finding out his beloved Morgan was reborn just for him stung a little. And to add salt to the proverbial wound, the gods granted him a child. A baby girl would soon be born to him, of all things. 

      I mean, why—after all these decades that I’d been mourning over my own daughter—is it now okay for vampires to have children? Which of the gods made that call? It certainly wasn’t the Jade Emperor. He was the first of the gods to damn Kate into the void. It devastated me to watch my darling daughter and the love of my life die in my arms. 

      They were beautiful and full of love. So what made them so different from Alec’s family? Sure, we made Kate because she was born from Raven’s spell, but the magic was pure. I made certain of it. Raven and I made sure of it! Yes, Kate contracted bloodlust once she lived sixteen human years, but I was just as bloodlust as she when Alec sired me. They didn’t destroy me because I eventually learned to overcome it. Kate would have too if they’d given her the chance. I know it in my heart of hearts. So why take them both from me? Nothing made sense anymore. Nothing at all.

      A blood-filled tear slid down my cheek before I could catch it. Nothing was fair in this miserable existence. But I knew I couldn’t blame my twin for the lot the gods dealt me. This was a new century, so perhaps the humans and the magicals were different this time around. I let out a sigh as memories of Raven flooded my mind once more.

      She left me far too soon because no one understood that she and Kate weren’t the monsters the magical community council thought they were. I had been grateful my twin brother, Alec, had gone to bat for me, but as the evidence grew against the family I created, even my brother, the King of the Vlads, couldn’t stop the inevitable. 

      He tried, of course, to have me get my family to Zhang. The one sorcerer who could help ease Kate of her bloodlust. But Keme found us before we ever got to Zhang. His pack of mutts proved too strong in numbers, and they killed them in front of me. A lot happens in war, and when the humans have theirs and the magical races are fighting one another at the same time, casualties happen, of course.

      I never blamed my brother or Zhang when Kate and Raven died. But Keme? That righteous bastard is to blame. To this day, I harbor ill will toward him. But now that I’ve overcome the bloodlust, I’d never take a life unless it was in self-defense. That was why I chose the Dark Sleep over exacting revenge on Keme. 

      Now that I’m above ground, I’m faced with talking to the one being who gave me an eternal life of hell. She came out of the shadows of Yellowstone National Park, where I’d buried myself decades ago. No tourist would find me. The place was remote and used to be called the Onyx Mountains centuries ago, when magicals were more prevalent than humans on Earth. I wouldn’t have listened, but she whispered my name incessantly. I mustered up enough energy to rise from the soil just to tell her to shut up. As I rose, her thin frame sauntered in my direction. She was clad in her dark scarlet suede gown, I remembered her wearing the day she made Alec sire me. I crossed my arms in direct protest of her summons.

      “What could you possibly want from me after all these decades?”

      “Your expertise.” She said with a smug smile as she patted my cheek. “I’d forgotten how much you look like my lover.”

      I stepped back from her. I wasn’t willing to get sucked into her web of seduction as my brother had. Lord knows, or rather, Yudi, as he likes to be called, just how lustful and fickle this vamp was. But that didn’t mean I was going to give in to her wiles myself. Nope! I had my chance at love, and now it’s long gone.

      “Again, what do you want from me?” I let out a huff for effect. I didn’t want her to think I enjoyed this summons of hers.

      “You studied medicine during your stint above ground—correct?”

      My lips thinned to hide the fact that I was biting my lower lip. She obviously already decided I would do something for her, and I understood that if she wanted to, she’d make me do whatever she was thinking. Her blood ran through me via my twin brother; therefore, I wouldn’t deny her power of persuasion.

      “You’re aware of the answer to that question, Lilith, so why not just come out with it? What do you want?”

      “There’s another war. The magicals call it a Civil Were War this time around. I will need your help because the body count of magicals is too great to hide during this new age of technology. I need you to become a doctor so we can discreetly aid all the magicals under the guise of a human hospital in New York City.”

      I let out a maniacal laugh because this plan of hers was crazy even for her. She clearly had lost all sense she once had. How would I help her when I hadn’t studied medicine in almost a century? Surely things had changed since the second human World War.

      “You’ve got to be kidding me right now! How can I pass as a doctor in this day and age? I haven’t practiced medicine since the days of bloodletting. Surely they don’t practice that barbaric practice any longer, but that doesn’t mean I know or can even comprehend the medical nuances of today. How will my clear lack of medical knowledge help anyone?”

      “You are immortal and, therefore, have the power to have other doctors aid you in treatments. I need you to become the medical director at Mount Sinai. That part of the plan is already set. Your credentials, schooling, all of that, Zhang took care of. You can use your vampiric powers of persuasion to do the rest. All I ask is that you uphold your medical oath—harm none. Lamia, my twin, has agreed to supply you with her blood to speed up the healing powers of the shifter community. Their numbers have significantly dwindled because of the werewolves, and we can’t afford to have them lose.”

      I cut her off with a hand. “Yeah—I get it—the whole balance of power, good versus evil bullshit.”

      “Correct. Humans can’t know of our existence. It would risk our exposure. And the best way to maintain our secret is to hide in plain sight. However, her blood is powerful. You must never use it to cure a human. If that happens, all hell will literally break loose on Earth.”

      I let out a shaky breath. What she’d asked wouldn’t be easy, but if the war between the magicals was worse than in the fourteenth century, I’d have no choice but to help. I just wasn’t sure how I’d survive being above ground. I had only been atop for a few minutes, and my skin already began to prickle with anxiety.

      “If I do this, you mustn’t tell Alec I’m above ground. And once this war is over, I’m coming back here.”

      Lilith let out a sigh.

      “Very well. It’s a deal, then.”
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