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​What are “Phrasal Verbs”?
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A PHRASAL VERB is made up of a Verb and an Adverb or a Preposition or both.

Adverbs or prepositions which are used in Phrasal Verbs are called ‘Particles’.

Verb + adverb = Phrasal verb

Verb + preposition = Phrasal verb

Verb + adverb + preposition = Phrasal verb

Examples:

break down —verb + adverb [break= verb; down= adverb]

ward off —verb + preposition [ward= verb; off= preposition]

keep up with —verb + adverb + preposition [keep= verb; up= adverb; with=preposition]

‘USUAL’ and ‘IDIOMATIC’ Meanings of Phrasal Verbs

A Phrasal verb may have a usual or idiomatic meaning -

Phrasal Verb with Usual meaning:

Verb and Particle keep their ordinary meaning

Example: turn around — to turn around

Phrasal Verb with Idiomatic meaning:

Verb and Particle don’t keep their ordinary meaning

Example: turn down — to reject an offer

Following is the detailed list of useful Phrasal Verbs and their meanings:

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​English Phrasal Verbs—A
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Abide

abide by — to obey/follow a decision, rule, etc.

Abound

abound with/in — to be full of

Account

account for — to explain | to be a definite amount for | to destroy

Accustom

accustom to — to be familiar

Act

act on — to affect

act out — to express a feeling or an emotion in your behavior

act up — to behave inappropriately

act upon — to take an action on the basis of particular information, etc.; to execute

Add

add in — to include

add to — to increase

add up — to calculate or count | to be sensible or reasonable

add up to — to have a particular result | to have a certain total amount

Adhere

adhere to — to follow a particular rule

Agree

not agree with — to dislike or disapprove

Aim

aim at— to Intend to achieve a particular goal

Alight

alight on — to find something by chance

Align

align with— to support a person, rules, etc, openly or publicly because you agree with them

Allow

allow for— to take something into consideration

allow of— to make possible; to permit

Allude

allude to — to refer to

Amount

amount to — to be equal to something | to count something as a total

Angle

angle for — to try to get something indirectly by hinting

Answer

answer back — to make counter-argument | to give a rude reply to your senior, an authority, etc.

answer for — to be responsible

answer to somebody for something — to explain your decision or action

Appertain

appertain to — to refer or relate

Argue

argue down — to beat somebody in an argument or a debate | to persuade people not to accept a proposal or motion | to persuade a seller to reduce the price

argue somebody into doing something— to give reasons to persuade somebody to do or not do something

Arrive

arrive at — to decide something after deliberation

Arrogate

arrogate to yourself — to claim/take without having the right

Ascribe

ascribe to — to think or say something is done by somebody

Ask

ask around — to talk to many people with a view to getting information | to invite

ask for — to request or demand something | to provoke a negative reaction

ask in — to invite somebody into your house

ask out — to invite someone for a date

Attend

attend to — to deal with somebody/something

Auction

auction off — to sell something at an auction

Avail

avail yourself of — to take advantage of an opportunity

Average

average out — to make even; to calculate the average | to balance or equalize

Awake/Awaken

awake/awaken to — to be aware of possible effects of something
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​English Phrasal Verbs—B
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Back

back away — to move backward | to withdraw

back down — to withdraw your decision, opinion, etc. because of strong public opposition

back into — to enter a parking area in reverse gear

back off — to move backward | to stop annoying | to avoid a difficult situation

back out — to withdraw your promise, etc.

back out of — to exit a parking area in reverse gear

back up — to support

Bail

bail out — to rescue | to remove extra water from something | to pay somebody’s bail | to jump out of a plane because it may crash any time

bail out on — to stop supporting someone when they are in trouble

Ball

ball up — to make things complicated. | to form something into a round shape; to roll

Band

band together — to unite with the intention of achieving your goal

Bandy

bandy around — to mention too often

Bang

bang around — to move around in a noisy way

bang into — to unintentionally collide with something

bang up — to imprison somebody | to damage badly

Bank

Bank on — to depend on somebody/something

Bank up — to form into plies because of the wind

Barge

barge in — to enter somewhere rudely

Bargain

bargain away — to not get enough in bargaining; to lose

bargain for — to be prepared for an adverse situation

Barge

barge in — to enter a place suddenly or forcefully | to interrupt people in a rude manner

Base

base upon — to be a basis of

Bash

bash away — to work hard

bash up — to attack

bash down/in — to destroy

bash out — to produce quickly

Bask

bask in — to enjoy your admiration, fame or relationship

Bat

bat around — to talk about a plan

Batter

batter down — to destroy by hitting repeatedly

Bawl

bawl out — to speak rudely to somebody because of their wrong actions; to reprimand

Bear

bear on — to affect or influence

bear out — to confirm the correctness of something

bear up — to have the courage to deal with a difficult situation

bear with — to be patient; to tolerate

Beat

beat down — to break the door by hitting it repeatedly | (of the sun) to shine brightly | to make a bargain

beat off — to defeat severely in war

beat up — to hit hard or violently

Beaver

beaver away — to work hard

Bed

bed down — to sleep in a different place that is not usual for you

Beef

beef up — to strengthen

Beg

beg off — to refuse to do something that you have promised earlier

Believe

believe in — to have faith in something | to be certain about something

Belong

belong to — to be owned by | to be a part of

Belt

belt out — to play music loudly | be quiet; shut up

Bend

bend to — to make somebody accept your opinion

Bite

bite back — to protest or make counter-attack | to suppress feelings

Black

black out — to faint | to turn off light to make a place dark | to stop TV broadcasting to be seen

Blank

blank out — to become empty in a sudden way | to erase past memories | to completely cover something to hide it

Blast

blast away — (of guns) to fire continuously

Blaze

blaze up — to burn strongly | to be angry

Blend

blend in — to assimilate or suite | to add and mix

blend into — to be similar to the background

Bliss

bliss out — to be extremely happy

Block

block in — to draw in a rough manner

block out — to erase unpleasant memories

block off— to barricade

block up— to fill a hole

Blot

blot out — to hide | to try to erase unpleasant memories

Blow

blow apart — to destroy in an explosion

blow away — to kill or defeat | to disappear

blow out — (of fire) to extinguish because of wind | (of an oil well) to suddenly and forcefully send out the gas

blow itself out— (of a storm) to lose its force

blow in — to suddenly enter a place

blow over — to pass

blow up — to explode | to suddenly become angry at somebody

Bluff

bluff out — to tackle the situation by telling a lie

bluff into — to trick

Blunder

blunder around — to move awkwardly

blunder on — to do something carelessly

Board

board up — to cover with wooden boards

Bob

bob up — to suddenly come up

Bog

Bog down — to make something go under wet ground | to hinder somebody’s progress

Boil

boil over — to boil and overflow | to aggravate | to be angry

boil up — (of a situation) to be tense | to heat a liquid until it boils

boil down — to reduce by boiling | to make a speech, etc. shorter | to be a fundamental part

Bomb

be bombed out— to be destroyed by bombs

Bone

bone up on— to learn or remember something again

Book

book in — to make arrangements for staying at a hotel

Boot

boot out— to dismiss from a job; to remove from a place

Border

border on — to be near the unpleasant situation

Bottle

bottle up — to suppress your feelings

Bottom

bottom out — to reach the worst level

Bounce

bounce back — to get better

Bow

bow down — to yield/surrender

bow out — to abandon or discard

bow to — to unwillingly accept somebody’s demand

Bowl

bowl over — to surprise

Box

box in — to create problems for somebody | to hinder the movement of somebody by surrounding them

Branch

branch off — (related to road or part) to lead in a different direction

branch out — to diverge or diversify

Brazen

brazen out — to be not ashamed

Break

break down — to stop working | to be unable to control your feelings

break in — to enter a building by force | to disturb or interrupt

break into — to enter a building by force | to suddenly start running | to be successful in a new endeavor

break off — to end a relationship

break out — to separate forcefully | (of unpleasant events) to start all of a sudden | to escape

break out in — to be covered in something all of a sudden

break through — to discover | to forcefully make your way

break up — to split into many parts | to cease

break with — to end an association or link

Breathe

breathe in — to inhale

breathe out— to exhale

Breeze

breeze through — to be successful

Brew

brew up— to make a coffee

Brick

brick up— to lay bricks in a wall

Brim

brim over— (of a container, etc.) to overflow

Bring

bring about — to cause

bring around — to convince

bring back — to return | to reintroduce

bring down — to reduce | to defeat | to kill or wound a bird in the sky

bring forth — to produce

bring forward — to suggest

bring in — to introduce | to earn a certain amount of money

bring off — to succeed

bring on — to cause something unpleasant | to help somebody in their learning something

bring out — to make something appear or easy to see, etc. | to produce or publish

bring up — to raise

Bristle

bristle with — to abound

Broaden

broaden out — (of a road, etc.) to be wider

Brush

brush aside — to dismiss

brush off — to ignore

brush up— to improve a skill quickly

brush down — to clean by brushing

Buck

buck— to become happier

Buckle

buckle down — to seriously start to do something

Budge

budge up — to move

Buff

buff up — to be more impressive

Build

build around — to develop something based on something else

build in — to make something a permanent part of a system, structure, etc.

build on — to develop from something

build up — to increase

Bulk

bulk up — to make something bigger, heavier, etc.

Bum

bum around — to travel without any particular purpose

Bump

bump into — to meet by chance

bump off — to kill

bump up — to
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