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Disclaimer: 

Inclusion of these dedicated Christians does not indicate

support for all or any of their doctrines, decisions or politics.
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Chapter 1


Prologue
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The lives of the great saints of antiquity and the biblical era are inspiring but they are remote in lifestyle, education, philosophy and even theology but the lives of our near contemporaries resonate with us. Their mindsets were like ours, they faced the same sorts of problems and the world’s political climate is still the same. Their stories touch us, personally.

Before you begin to read this book submit yourself to this little test. There are sixteen names listed in the table of contents. If you are under 50 years of age have you ever heard of them? If you are over fifty years old what do you remember about each of these sixteen remarkable Christian women? Can you recall the nationality of each? Can you remember why they might be considered ‘great’ or ‘memorable’ Christians?

It is a pity if and when the saints of old are forgotten for the Scripture says, “good deeds are obvious” (I Tim. 5:25) and “Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds” (6:18).

The names are listed in alphabetical order. Who are we to say which are more important than the others. All had amazing lives and all enriched the Lord’s Kingdom.

A considerable proportion of these women had Christian parents, often missionary parents. Thèrése, the one Roman Catholic saint included, had parents who were unique as both are also Roman Catholic Saints: Ss Louis and Azelie-Marie Martin. Thèrése of Lisieux lived a very short life but is regarded as ‘a doctor of the church’ for her unique but orthodox spirituality. One of her sisters is also being considered for canonisation so they were a very remarkable family.

As also noted in my book about a cohort of more famous women, Christian Women Leaders of the 20th Century, they tended to be international citizens, living in more than one country and/or travelling widely in the course of their Christian endeavours, which was unusual in the days before cheap air travel. 

I hope at least one of these women can be exemplary for you. 
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Chapter 2


Bodil Katharine Biørn (1871-1960)


[image: ]


––––––––
[image: ]


Bodil Katharine Biørn was born in the small town of Kragero, in Southern Norway, into a family of wealthy ship-owners. Unusually for a girl of that time and place, Bodil received a formal education because her paternal uncle was the principal of the school in Oslo, which accepted her. After completing school Bodil went to Berlin, in Germany, to study music for two years. Because she decided not to marry but to devote herself to becoming a missionary nurse, she studied nursing and midwifery.

In 1902, a Danish woman, Emsy Collet, had founded the Scandinavian Women’s Missionary Workers, which raised funds, educated girls and sent missionaries to assist the Armenian Christians of Anatolia in the Ottoman Empire (now central Turkey). Twenty-two women were sent to Mezereh, Kharberd Province at that time but they were mainly Germans and Bodil was the only Norwegian.​[1] Because of their race and their Christian religion, the local Armenian, Greek and Assyrian people suffered constant oppression and persecution. Together the missionary women established schools and housing for Armenian widows and orphans.

After two years, Bodil went to Mush where, in 1915, she would be caught up in great horror and suffering (some of it too gruesome to write about) as Armenians were deported and massacred, including Armenian priests, teachers and assistants.


“The children from the orphanage (HER orphanage) were locked in a barn which then was set on fire”.​[2] 
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Plate 2.1. Bodil Biørn.

Public Domain.








When she returned to Norway in 1917 she was accompanied by a small blue-eyed fair-haired boy whom she had adopted and whom she named Fridtjof, after another Norwegian, Fridtjof Nansen, whom she admired. He was working with stateless Armenians in the Ottoman Empire and provided 300,000 of them with so-called ‘Nansen passports’.​[3] Bodil was always so cagey about the little boy that his son, Jussi Flemming Biørn, went to Turkey and Syria to trace his own origins, track down people who had known his grandmother and make a documentary film about his search and her life.

In 1922, four years after World War I was over, Bodil returned to what, under Kamal Attaturk, had become the Republic of Turkey and she worked in Constantinople among Armenian refugees. A year later she went into the Soviet Republic of Armenia (where Fridtjof Nasen was treated as a hero). In Alexandropol (now Guymri) she ran an orphanage for thirty-three boys who called her ‘Mother Katharine’. In 1925, however, Bodil was expelled by the Bolsheviks as a Westerner and a Christian missionary.​[4] 

In 1927, Bodil, who spoke Arabic (as well as Armenian, Turkish, English, German and Norwegian), went to Syria where for seven years she cared for Armenian women and children. 

In all of her time overseas Bodil had kept a diary, which documents her own experiences of those terrible years. She also took many photographs and wrote descriptive comments on the back of each one.​[5]


”Her photos constitute an important documentation of life before, during and after the genocide”.​[6]  


Bodil Biørn retired to Noway with her son in 1934. 


“She continued to bear witness concerning the injustices done to the Armenian people”.​[7] 


Bodil died in 1960 in her 90th year. 
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Chapter 3


Amy Beatrice Carmichael (1867-1951)
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Amy Carnichael, a devout Presbyterian who was born in Ireland of Scottish ancestry, attempted to become a missionary, believing that was her calling. After her Keswick holiness conversion she worked among the poor of Belfast. With Keswick’s help she spent the years 1893-94 with CMS in Japan but ill-health forced her to return home. In 1895 Amy went to Ceylon/Sri Lanka and then to India for 55 years; never to return. In Dohnavur, Tamil Nadu, from 1901 she began to rescue girls from temple prostitution. In 1927 the Dohnavur Fellowship (a faith mission) was registered to rescue children in need.​[8] 

Queen Mary (Queen Elizabeth II’s grandmother) supported her work in 1912 and helped fund a hospital in Dohnavur. Her children called her Amma (mother). A boys’ home was added, although since 1982 baby boys must be adopted out. Now there are: 16 nurseries; a hospital; a school; a clock tower; about 500 girls and a bird-bath to mark Amma’s grave.

Amy Carmichael was a poet and prolific writer of devotional books and in the final decades of her long years of her suffering (when she was confined to her room after a fall) she followed the English mystic known as St Julian of Norwich, who was probably an enclosed anchoress at St Julian’s church at Norwich.​[9] 

In 1924 Stephen Neill came to work with Amy and persevered for a year. 

She described their parting as “one of the sadest nights of my life” and wrote, “I long over him, miss him still and want him...” 


He wrote, “I gave my whole soul to Dohnavur” and “by January 1926 the darkness was complete” and “it took me many years to recover from the injuries and the scars are still there”.​[10] 


Her authoritarian model was extreme, claiming that her power came directly from God,​[11] but Stephen had a “hair-trigger temper”​[12] so love could not survive. Later Stephen held important positions and wrote books, including his autobiography, God’s Apprentice: The Autobiography of Stephen Neill (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1991). He eventually became Anglican bishop of the area that included Dohnavur, which is probably why Amy severed her ties with that church.​[13]  

Amy both pitied half-hearted Christians and feared the influence of worldly missionaries. Hers were required to be dedicated and were not permitted to associate with outsiders.​[14] In 1948 temple prostitution was outlawed but the Foundation continued in the Republic of India under the local Church of South India Diocese of Tirunveli/Tinnevelly, which had been founded in 1896.

Amy founded the Sisters of the Common Life, a Protestant religious order devoted to celibacy. In 1932 she wrote a history of her movement, Gold Cord: The Story of a Fellowship.​[15] Her lengthy ministry in India was undergirded with Scripture and prayer.


“Her early dedication to holiness practices and her roots in the Keswick tradition helped to guide her strong will and determination in her mission to the mission to the children of southern India”.​[16]
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Plate 3.1. Amy Carmichael in India. Public domain.
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