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    When we embarked upon Perspectives on youth Volume 3 our working framework was “Healthy Europe”. We were interested not only in the “narrow track” of the health and well-being of young people, but also in the broader canvas of what it is like to be young in a Europe faced with conflict and austerity and what it feels like to be young as transitions become ever more challenging. Reference points are shifting: How do young people feel when embarking on yet another precarious and underpaid internship, despite their impressive educational attainment? Are they just accepting of their lot, or do they wish they had taken another (possibly, ultimately, equally precarious) path? How do they relate to and deal with the fact that there was a time when qualifications meant much more in terms of labour market destinations? How do they feel about having to plan a life when the resources to support any planning are so unpredictable? Do they still plan for the future or just live for the present? In what ways can these questions be understood or conceptualised in terms of health?


    Our assumption was that health remains a controversial area within youth policy, where the points of departure of policy makers on the one hand, and young people themselves on the other often are dramatically different; in fact, young people tend to interpret the dominating discourse on health as limiting, patronising – maybe even offensive. A healthy lifestyle tends to be conceptualised in normative and prescriptive ways, often asserting norms that may be impossible to live up to in a so-called knowledge-based economy.


    The question of health, of course, brings the old tensions between protection and participation as well as agency and structure to the forefront. Some would argue that it is unfair to apply a framework of healthy versus unhealthy to young people as the dichotomy is far from neutral and implies that there is a choice, and that they can choose better. Others would say that a focus on health is synonymous with a focus on the individual, and consequently any health-related failures are interpreted as individual failures rather than consequences of a broader societal ill-being.


    Alternatively, could the scope of health within youth policy be broadened to go beyond traditional indicators such as body mass index, and alcohol and exercise habits? What constitutes healthy participation, citizenship, or consumption patterns? What are healthy coping mechanisms for a generation that has seen the role of the state change and shrink? Can a health framework help us to explore issues from a new perspective?


    As our thinking about framing this book unfolded we started to contemplate the ideas of love and hate, in an attempt to capture the often deeply embedded and emotional positions that may be held by young people. It was something of an unsuccessful attempt, as we sought to attract contributions of a contrarian, controversial, comparative and transnational character from those linked to the youth field in policy, research and practice. Perhaps we had moved so far away from more concrete conceptualisations of health that prospective contributors had no idea what we were seeking!


    In a parallel vein, we really have no idea what is going through young people’s minds (and bodies) as they traverse their multiple transitions in the context of their own aspirations and the expectations of others. What we know projects a rather mixed and muddled picture. Survey data relay one perspective, but qualitative material often paints another picture. The view from research can be very different from that from practice. And policy makers may persist with attempts to “put old wine in new bottles” or make connections with new realities, not least the fragilities surrounding social inclusion and increasing psychosocial disorders in a significant proportion of young people. These factors affect perhaps all young people except for those from the most privileged backgrounds. Mental health issues in young people derive less from social disadvantage and more from social dislocation, according to global analyses of scientific literature. Where do young people fit in contemporary Europe? What do young people expect of and from Europe? What does Europe expect of them?


    Not all of these questions are addressed in any detail in the contents of this edition of Perspectives on youth, but many are touched upon. We have gone, intentionally, for an eclectic mix of contributions – to provide a diversity of argumentation and to promote reflection and debate. As has been the intention of Perspectives on youth throughout, we have sought to solicit and elicit the views of academics, policy makers and practitioners, presenting theoretical, empirical and hypothetical assertions and analysis.


    There are some fairly incontrovertible arguments about factors that promote good health and a sense of well-being or contribute to poor health. A key determinant is invariably social class – patterns of inequality and poverty. As Richard Wilkinson (1996) has argued impeccably, the healthiest societies are those that are more equal. His later work with Kate Pickett The spirit level: why more equal societies almost always do better (2009) has achieved international recognition (see also Atkinson 2015). Their book was published just six months after the start of the current crisis in Europe, following the banking meltdown in 2008. It makes for salutary reading as we experience growing inequalities across Europe, within its member states, and between the generations. And we should perhaps think of the idea of spirit not just in terms of levelling opportunities and conditions, but also in relation to zeitgeist – conceptualised as the defining spirit or mood of a particular period of history as shown by the ideas and beliefs of the time. How should we consider the mood of early 21stcentury Europe in the context of opportunity and experience for young people? It is certainly very different from the often quite relaxed optimism and positive expectation that prevailed only a few years ago following the fall of the Berlin Wall, the collapse of communism, the expansion and extension of human rights, democracy and the rule of law throughout an enlarging European Union (EU) and increasing membership of the Council of Europe.


    Of course, policy can make a difference. The elusive concept of youth policy – all of those policies which, in some way or another, shape and affect the position and prospects of young people – can help or hinder young people’s capacity to move forward in their lives, to move geographically and physically to other spaces and places, and to move psychologically in terms of their aspirations and identity. Today, such movement is facilitated or obstructed in both virtual and actual realities. But the objectives and implementation of active youth policy or, by contrast, inaction when youth policy is absent can either nurture or paralyse a sense of well-being among the young. European frameworks can set the tone, though usually it is the more specific actions of national, regional and local governments that really make a difference.


    We start with an interview with Harald Hartung, the relatively new head of the Youth Policy and Programme Unit within the European Commission, to get his take on young people and health in contemporary Europe. This is followed by a strongly critical perspective from Fred Powell and Margaret Scanlon concerning the precarious state of many young people in modern Europe and the need for a more radical policy agenda. There is little doubt that policy is important, not just in the field of health per se but across many other policy domains that affect young people. Constructive, opportunity-focused education, employment, housing and training policies contribute to improved health for young people now and in the future. But the rhetoric of transversal or cross-sectoral youth policy is confusing, poorly understood and weakly implemented, as Magda Nico’s analysis of the documentation from key institutions clearly demonstrates.


    Prospects for the health of young people, however conceived and defined, rest significantly outside of their own control. There is broad consensus that there is a need for urgent, immediate action on environmental and ecological questions, yet the questions themselves continue to be debated and debatable, according to Beata Sochacka. Yet while the short view is critical within the environmental debate, it is the long view that is required when it comes to demography. Dragana Avmarov explores and presents what she calls the “demographic dynamic” in relation to young people in Europe, considering the risks they face and how these risks may be more equitably distributed.


    The book then turns to some more specific analysis of young people’s health, albeit in relation to international youth work and later in the context of what might be called, in turn, “youth for youth” and “youth from youth”. Haridhan Goswami and Gary Pollock look at health and well-being in the changing context of and for young people in Europe. They confirm many things that those in the youth field would consider quite predictable in relation to the psychological well-being of young people. But there are some surprises. A range of policy implications are advanced.


    But one could
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    THE YOUTH PRECARIAT, “GENERATIONISM” AND THE AUSTERITY CITY


    Fred Powell and Margaret Scanlon


    This article explores the position of young people within the austerity city, which is used as a metaphor for postmodern society. The article addresses the rise of a youth precariat in the 21st century and its impact on changing society and politics. At the core of the article are the questions “How do youth policy and youth work need to change?” and “What measures and practices are required to adapt youth strategies and services to the needs and aspirations of young people in postmodern society?” We suggest that a radical strategy of transformative change in both youth policy and youth work is needed to promote young people’s health and well-being.


    FROM HOLISTIC NEEDS TO CROSS-SECTORAL MEASURES – AN ANALYSIS OF CROSS-SECTORAL YOUTH POLICY BASED ON RELEVANT DOCUMENTATION


    Magda Nico


    Feeling safe, sound and happy does not magically happen and is not irreversible. It takes certain conditions of existence and minimum levels of well-being, self-esteem and a sense of fulfilment. These conditions, necessary but not necessarily sufficient to reach happiness or self-realisation, are spread throughout numerous spheres of life and, most of them at least, find relative correspondence with dimensions of youth policy or with administrative divisions such as education, employment, health, housing and culture, among others.


    Young people themselves confirm this layered and holistic definition of well-being. They tend to provide holistic views of well-being that combine mental/philological, physical and, most of all, emotional and social well-being (Nico and Alves 2015: 15). But they also understand well-being as layered, thus distinguishing well-being from happiness. Well-being in this sense corresponds to the achievement of basic objective and subjective conditions of life, while happiness is at a higher level, and is usually merely momentary or gradual, or cumulative. Well-being would then be a necessary, but not sufficient, condition for happiness (Nico and Alves 2015: 16).


    But is this holistic approach to life supported by the usage, spread, reach and operationalisation of the concept of cross-sectoral youth policy? “Success” is not – contrary to what Oscar Wilde stated – a science. If you have the conditions, you don’t necessarily get the results. But you must start somewhere. Youth policy’s aim would then be to guarantee that this starting point is approximately the same for all, that the minimum conditions to achieve happiness are guaranteed.


    This article intends to contribute to this topic by providing an overview of existing information on cross-sectoral policy-making co-operation based on materials produced in the context of work within in the EU, the Council of Europe and specific countries with concrete experiences in cross-sectoral co-operation. To achieve this purpose, a certain number and type of policy-related documents collected were subject to thematic content analysis supported by the software Maxqda®. This provided the means to analyse, on one hand, the formal or official importance and political recognition given by some of the major European institutions to the cross-sectoral features of youth policy and, on the other, the implementation of cross-sectoral youth policy at national level.


    ENVISIONING A SUSTAINABLE FUTURE


    Beata Sochacka


    Youth commitment to creation of a sustainable future has been a recurring theme in the discussions on sustainable development, drawing attention to the complicated interrelations between youth and sustainable development. Perceived as a key stakeholder in a sustainable future, youth is expected to take the lead in bringing the transition towards a more sustainable development paradigm. The article argues that although the youth role in envisioning the future and leading social change is certainly a crucial one, there are important questions that need to be asked to make sure youth’s role in leading the change is not yet another element of a simplified vision of a sustainable future in which the importance of one social actor is overestimated.


    YOUTH TRANSITIONS: CHANCES AND CHOICES – GLOBAL DEMOGRAPHIC AND SOCIAL CHALLENGES


    Dragana Avramov


    Youth transitions concern crucial changes in the human life course – the transition from one level of education to another, the transition from education to work, the transition from parental care to independent life or own family life.


    In this contribution, I first address societal developments, mainly in the domain of demographics that help to understand some key challenges and opportunities with which young people are likely to be confronted. Next I look at individual-level life-course events related to transitions regarding sexuality, education, work and family life.


    In their transition to adult life, today’s European youth will constitute a decreasing part of the population, whereas Asia and Africa will be facing strong increases in this age group. Today’s young people in Europe will in adult life also be confronted with an increasingly ageing population. The later stages of life and the working conditions of today’s European youth will partly be influenced by demographic trends and differentials in the educational competition, labour supply, migration pressures and old-age-dependency ratios.


    Young people in Europe today require heavy individual and societal investments in education, are confronted with labour-integration difficulties produced by a maladapted world economic system and face incompatibilities in the domain of work- and family-building relations.


    The life-course distribution of time for the main activities that relate to studies, paid work, domestic activity, partnership, parenthood, care provision and active and passive leisure need to be reshuffled over the entire life course in order to better adapt life chances to the changed socio-economic and demographic framework conditions.


    CORRELATES OF MENTAL HEALTH AND PSYCHOLOGICAL WELL-BEING OF THE EUROPEAN YOUTH: EVIDENCE FROM THE EQLS


    Haridhan Goswami and Gary Pollock


    Youth well-being is becoming more central to European social policies both in the European Union and at a national level. The study of well-being has come far in recent years such that the focus has shifted from interpretations with a focus on objective measures towards a nuanced analysis including a variety of social and psychological dimensions. At the same time, there have been significant advances in the development of common research instruments and cross-national surveys, both of which facilitate a comparative analysis of well-being. This paper uses evidence from the European Quality of Life Survey 2011 to highlight national differences in mental health and psychological well-being (PWB) and begins the process of establishing which factors appear to predict positive experiences.


    “ILLEGAL BODIES” ON THE MOVE – A CRITICAL LOOK AT FORCED MIGRATION TOWARDS SOCIAL JUSTICE FOR YOUNG ASYLUM-SEEKERS


    Maria Pisani


    This paper seeks to look at human mobility and, more specifically, the experiences of young refugees who cross the Mediterranean in an effort to find peace and security in Europe. This is a contemporary issue that has recently witnessed a surge in political, academic and media interest. The majority of asylum-seekers reaching the coast of Malta are young people. In 2014 one quarter of the asylum-seekers claimed to be unaccompanied minors, reflecting a global phenomenon (UNHCR 2014).


    Forced migration does not happen in a vaccum, but must be positioned within neo-liberal globalisation and social change. The securitisation of borders has made it increasingly difficult for refugees from the global South to seek asylum in the EU. Such policies have contributed to the proliferation of unscrupulous smuggling networks: in 2014 an estimated 3000 people lost their lives trying to cross the Mediterranean. Inhumane policies adopted by the EU and the violation of human rights are justified through hegemonic discursive practices that define and represent the “illegal” body, fuelling fear and heightened nationalism.


    In this paper I look at the Maltese context and the broader EU policy on forced migration and the securitisation of borders. I also draw on my experiences as a practitioner and activist to make the case for a more critical understanding of forced migration that, in the search for social justice and respect for human rights, must challenge the statist hegemony that is ubiquitous within youth studies. The paper argues that the “right to rights” cannot be assumed and that the prevalent, uncritical stance towards notions of the nation state and democracy is problematic, exclusionary, and out of touch with the lived reality experienced by millions of young people around the world.


    SELF-EFFECTIVE, ACTIVE AND HEALTHY – HEALTH PROMOTION IN INTERNATIONAL YOUTH WORK


    Ansgar Drücker


    The German Federal Government’s 13th Report on Children and Young People focused on the health of children and young people in Germany. The report pays little attention to (voluntary) youth work and none at all to international youth work and has not therefore been properly taken on board in these areas; however, it does include findings which can be applied to these two areas of child and youth welfare and which are described in greater detail in the article.


    The report describes many aspects of successful health promotion in child and youth welfare work which have not been conducted intentionally to date and can at best be described as implicit health promotion. The report attaches great importance to positive experiences of self-effectiveness by children and young people, which it states have a favourable impact on mental health. International youth work activities also make precisely such experiences possible.


    The drafting committee warns against taking a cultural or ethnic approach to health problems and instead places the emphasis on social disadvantages, while describing young people’s belonging to multiple different cultures as a key resource. Leading on from this positive and appreciative approach to young people from migrant backgrounds, they are nevertheless clearly presented as being disadvantaged in health terms and suffering disproportionate levels of health problems – an oft-neglected aspect of the structural discrimination they face. Intercultural aspects of health promotion are therefore of particular significance in child and youth welfare activities geared towards exchanges. They are frequently part of the conceptual approach of international youth work.


    The relationship established in the report between social status and standing on the one hand and young people’s state of health and well-being on the other is not taken properly into account in either child and youth welfare or health policy. It represents a further justification for anti-discrimination policy and makes it clear that personal responsibility for health is a necessary but in no way sufficient means of ensuring maximum well-being. For educational practice, this also means that because of the intertwining of individual and social factors in the health of young people, health promotion must take account of these two levels; in other words, it can assume neither that well-being will automatically be achieved among all participating young people even with the best health promotion approaches, nor that an improvement in the individual state of health of individual participants can be brought about automatically merely through a stance based on diversity and anti-discrimination.


    The self-effectiveness of young people can be significantly undermined by experiences of discrimination and hate speech. Health promotion therefore also includes measures to curb discrimination and combat hate speech effectively. The origin, sexual orientation or identity, or physical disabilities of young people can play a major part here. Reference is therefore made at the end of the article to the current buzzwords of diversity and inclusion.


    LGBT YOUNG PEOPLE AND HOMOPHOBIC AND TRANSPHOBIC BULLYING – THE EUROPEAN AND INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS CONTEXT


    Michael Barron


    In recent years we have seen increased attention paid to LGBT young people across Europe and globally, and in particular their experiences of homophobic and transphobic bullying in schools. In 2012 UNESCO initiated the first ever international consultation on addressing homophobic and transphobic bullying in schools and released two related publications: “Review of Homophobic Bullying in Educational Institutions” and Education Sector Responses to Homophobic Bullying. In 2011 UN General Secretary Ban Ki-Moon described homophobic bullying of young people as a “grave violation of human rights”. This paper draws on European and international human rights law and interpretations to clarify how and why homophobic bullying violates young people’s human rights, making the case that a great deal of international law aims to protect LGBT young people against such harassment and as such states have legal obligations in this area. This paper is of particular significance as we are witnessing a rise in anti-LGBT legislation and sentiment in some countries including Russia and Nigeria, a situation which has particularly devastating effects on LGBT young people. The following analysis introduces a hate crimes/incidents frame to homophobic and transphobic discrimination and bullying and addresses the issue of the often-cited friction between cultural/religious rights and LGBT people’s human rights.


    REFLECTIONS ON A LIFETIME OF ENGAGEMENT IN THE YOUTH FIELD – PERSISTING QUESTIONS


    Gordon Blakely


    This article looks, over a period of some 40 years, at how we have created and, more importantly, managed, meaningful international, indeed intercultural, co-operation between young people. By asking a series of questions related to our learning through experience; about the structures we develop to deliver such a public policy; and the values we choose to emphasise along the way, we can reflect on what results have some permanence. This is focused on the interventions at a European level, but the analysis easily spreads to the wider connected world.


    In an ever changing environment, on political, social and personal levels, much is lost and some lessons never fully learned. One thread which remains is that in all its stimulating, and often chaotic, forms the values, practice and reach of imaginative non-formal learning have survived many tests of time and systems. Whatever label we use to describe this form of engagement – youth work, focused on and led by young people – it is a major instrument in securing positive intercultural security.


    YOUTH, PEER EDUCATION AND HEALTH: A QUESTIONABLE SOLUTION TO REDUCE SOCIAL INEQUALITIES IN HEALTH (SIH)


    Yaëlle Amsellem-Mainguy


    This article seeks to summarise that health education for young people requires a multiple intervention strategy, at the initiative of adults in a defined programme or on the initiative of young people from a shared observation. For 20 years, the target has been to involve young people in their learning in a process of empowerment, through education peer programmes.


    BODY, HEALTH AND THE UNIVERSE – A POLEMIC AND CRITICAL REVIEW OF YOUTH HEALTH BEHAVIOUR


    Manfred Zentner


    In times of individualisation and in an era when appearance gains ever more importance, even health becomes a symbol for personal success. It seems that staying healthy is everyone’s task; threats to health are induced rather by the (wrong) individual lifestyle than environmental circumstances, and thus healthy lifestyles have gained a higher reputation. Therefore the body – as a main expression of health – became more important as a symbol for health and thus for personal success and motivation. Healthy lifestyles are still not the most popular among young people; nevertheless cultural codes try to communicate health and sustainability as important factors of a personal lifestyle. And personal lifestyles are part of identity building, and thus part of the investment in the self for the product “me” in various markets. This paper deals with the relationship between healthy lifestyles and body image and how it is designed and performed in youth cultural scenes. Youth cultural scenes are arenas for finding the own self, for identity creation and definition. Body, looks and health are closely interlinked, but in youth scenes the performative, expressive act is of highest importance, and therefore a closer look behind the appearance is needed to understand the needs and wishes of young people in these scenes. The symbols and codes of body images and health behaviour are described in this article.

  


Notes

  
    [1] All reference to Kosovo, whether to the territory, institutions or population, in this text shall be understood in full compliance with United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo.


    [2] For the purposes of this paper, forced migration is defined as the movement of individuals resulting from an existential threat and includes persons displaced as a result of war, persecution, conflict, famine, natural or environmental disasters. The term “forced migrants” includes refugees, internally displaced people (IDPs), as well as persons displaced by natural or environmental disasters, chemical or nuclear disasters, famine or development projects (see also Betts 2009; IASFM 2014). Migration is often premised on the distinction between forced and economic migration – the former being associated with the category of “refugee”, the latter assumed to be “voluntary”. Such a dichotomy – that of volition and coercion – is inherently problematic (Crisp 2008). There is a fine line between fleeing one’s home in search of safety and as a means of subsistence and survival. In reality the line is complex and blurred wherein the need for human security must not be limited to violence and persecution, but must include socio-economic threats (Pisani and Grech 2015).


    [3] Located in the centre of the Mediterranean, south of Sicily and north of Libya, Malta (and the sister islands of Gozo and Comino) is the smallest of the European Union (EU) member states, with a population of just over 400000.


    [4] Upon verification of age, a care order is issued by the minister officially placing the child under the care of the Minister for the Family and Social Solidarity, and the UaMs are transferred to an open centre, where they are assigned a legal guardian and the asylum procedure resumes. A recent report published by aditus highlights a number of key concerns vis-à-vis age assessment and guardianship, including (but not limited to) the need to regulate the age assessment procedures, and increase transparency; age assessment should not be conducted in detention, and minors should not be detained with adults; UaMs are presently obligated to undergo the age assessment procedure and interviews in the absence of a guardian or legal representative; appropriate and accessible information is not made available to the UaMs, hindering their participation in the age assessment process. The duties and responsibilities of a legal guardian for UaMs are not clearly specified in law or policy and UaMs do not have immediate access to a guardian or legal representative upon arrival and while they are in detention (aditus 2014: 35-42).


    [5] The arrival of asylum-seekers has largely been perceived as a threat to Maltese society, and to the myth of cultural homogeneity. Malta is a Roman Catholic state; societal discourse has responded with the mobilisation of communal symbols (not least the “nation’s religion” or “Christian values”) and collective memories that subsume the heterogeneity and social hierarchy into some kind of larger collective, albeit imagined, national identity (Borg and Mayo 2002).


    [6] See, for example, JRS Malta (2010); aditus (2014); UNHCR and Integra Foundation (2015).


    [7] Beneficiaries of Refugee Protection are granted the right to apply for citizenship; however, as Debono (2013) has argued, the Maltese citizenship regime and the sub-field of naturalisation are governed by a “protectionist position” and “immigration concerns”. The legal aspects and practices of naturalisation give rise to critical questions related to fairness and justice. Describing it as a “damning practice”, Debono argues that the minister’s discretionary power – which lacks transparency and the possibility of appeal – indicates a “distinction and a hierarchy between a citizen and a non-citizen” that is likely to remain intact thanks to general political support (Debono 2013: 10-11).


    [8] Given that Malta is an emerging country of immigration, the absence of a diasporic voice within the citizenry is also felt. The local situation can be compared to the US, for example, where the Hispanic vote has had considerable influence on the political debate on “illegal immigration” and citizenship (see, for example, Cooper & Gabriel, 2012).


    [9] New York, 8 December 2011, Message to Event on Ending Violence and Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity, delivered by Ivan Simonović, Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, www.un.org/sg/statements/?nid=5747.


    [10] http://commissioner.cws.coe.int/tiki-view_blog_post.php?postId=181.


    [11] www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=38406&Cr=Pillay&Cr1#.U9TwDlyup-Q.


    [12] UN Human Rights Committee, Toonen v. Australia, Communication No. 488/1992, 30 March 1994.


    [13] UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment No. 20 on Non-Discrimination in relation to Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 2009, paragraph 32.


    [14] For more information on Ireland’s appearance at the UN Human Rights Committee in July 2014 see the ICCL “roundup” – http://iccl.ie/a-roundup-of-coverage-of-ireland’s-iccpr-examination-14--25-july-2014.html.


    [15] The Irish Examiner, 25 July 2014, “Damning report set for ‘heart of the Oireachtas’, www.irishexaminer.com/ireland/damning-report-set-for-heart-of-the-oireachtas-276667.html.


    [16] A/HRC/19/41, November 2011.


    [17] UN Committee of the Rights of the Child, General Comment No. 13 (2011) pp. 9-10.


    [18] Ibid., p. 27.


    [19] United Nations (2006), World Report on Violence against Children.


    [20] Together with other international principles, such as the Yogyakarta Principles, that address impediments to the right to education faced by victims of bullying and/or violence.


    [21] United Nations (1948), The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.


    [22] United Nations (2000), United Nations Millennium Declaration, United Nations, New York; World Education Forum, The Dakar Framework for Action, UNESCO, Paris; UNESCO (2005), Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2005, UNESCO, Paris.


    [23] Report of the United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to education, A/65/162, 23 July 2010, paragraph 60.


    [24] Rio Statement on Homophobic Bullying and Education for All – including a list of participants.


    [25] A/HRC/19/41, November 2011.


    [26] From the Council for Global Equality’s website: https://globalequality.wordpress.com/about/.


    [27] https://globalequality.wordpress.com/category/organization-for-security-cooperation-in-europe/.


    [28] For the full text of “Civil Society Recommendations to the participants of the OSCE Ministerial Council Meeting in Dublin, 6-7 December 2012”, see: www.civicsolidarity.org/sites/ default/files/ civil_society_recommendations_ for_mcm_in_dublin_final.pdf.


    [29] Secretary-General comment SG/SM/13311 HR/5043.


    [30] www.thejournal.ie/ unesco-praises-irish-anti-homophobic- bullying-campaign-as-global-best- practice-303945-Dec2011/.


    [31] For more information on the Council of Europe LGBT Unit, see www.coe.int/t/dg4/lgbt/Documents/Instruments_EN.asp.


    [32] www.coe.int/t/dg4/lgbt/themes/theme6_en.asp.


    [33] www.nhc.nl/en/news/archive_2013/ Education_key_in_countering_discrimination_ of_LGBT_persons.html?id=205.


    [34] www.ilga-europe.org/home/issues/education.


    [35] One should note, however, the French “lag” on this question of peer education behind the English-speaking countries for example, which made arrangements as early as the 1970s, particularly in the field of preventing addictions. This move followed the finding by researchers and prevention operatives that it was more effective to involve young people and to build their competence than to gear the programmes to risk alone.


    [36] As illustrated by the call for submission of projects under the Fonds d’expérimentation pour la jeunesse AP2, issued in 2010 by the ministry responsible for youth, which gave rise to a national assessment by ESPAIR (Education santé par les pairs) conducted by Éric Le Grand.


    [37] Skateboarders often called girls in the scene “Betty” if they were more interested in the boarders than in boarding. It is good if girls are also in the audience and admire the skills of the boarders, but, “Betties are dangerous if they want to distract the boarders [from] the really important things in life; then you cannot accept them”, as a Viennese boarder aged 13 once explained in an interview, referring to skateboarding as the “real[ly] important thing”.
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