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There are many people behind the creation of this book. 

Thank you to my family, who have had to tolerate my head 

being in the book rather than the room for so many months. 

Your support, understanding and pride mean so much to me. 

Above all, to my wife Lizzie: I couldn’t fit the list of reasons to 

thank you in all 64 pages. 

Thank you, Harry boy. Fatherhood has been my biest 

challenge and honour to date. You have taught me so much 

and will no doubt continue to do so. I love you so very much. 

Thank you to my brother John Hawker, for being my best 

friend and the fantastic wordsmith you are. 

Thank you to my assistant Laura Mochrie. I’m quite sure 

your hard work in the studio stopped a breakdown, and your 

honest input was integral to the final stages of the book. 

Thank you to my young neighbour, Olive, for being the muse 

and protagonist for this adventure. I hope you enjoy the book. 

Thank you to the entire team behind the book at Ilex and 

Octopus Publishing Group: Denise Bates, Ben Gardiner, 

Rachel Silverlight, Jeannie Stanley and Caroline Alberti. 

Special thanks go to Ellie Corbett, whose guidance, 

experience and honesty helped develop the book into 

something we can all be proud of. 

Thank you to Marianne Laidlaw for introducing me to the 

world of books and making 

Together 

the success it is. 

Thank you to those who have forged a path for picture-based 

books, specifically Shaun Tan and Charlie Mackesy. Your 

work is an inspiration for myself and so many. 

Thank you to all those who have supported my passion 

for drawing and storytelling over the years. I feel so very 

honoured to be filling books with my drawings, and you are 

the ones who have made it possible. 

Finally, thank you to all tree lovers, past, present and future. 

P.S. Sorry to my dog Robin for not featuring you in this book. 

I know you’ll be fuming. 
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For my boy, Harry 
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Olive was always the last to 

be collected from school. 
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But it was always worth 

the wait. 
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