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Introduction

When you look at your circumstances and wonder, “God, where are You?”

He’s There, Listening to the Cry of Your Heart

When you realize you’ve been seeking satisfaction in someone or something other than God …

He’s There—Tell Him You’ve Played the Fool and Run to His Open Arms

When you find yourself asking, “Who’s in charge of this universe?”

He’s There—He Hasn’t Left His Sovereign Throne

When the world appears to be crumbling around you …

He’s There—Remember Who He Is

When your hopes are frustrated and life disappoints …

He’s There—There’s a Purpose in It All

When those around you are walking into God’s judgment …

He’s There—Be Courageous, Proclaim His Word

When God does not seem to be moving on your behalf …

He’s There—You Can Live by Faith

When you are angry about the injustice in the world, remember …

He’s There—Woe to the Wicked

When you cannot seem to go on …

He’s There—You Can Walk with Hinds’ Feet
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Introduction
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It’s hard today to look at the chaos, at the tragedies, at the broken relationships, families, and lives—at the seeming triumph of evil men—and explain how God, if He is who He says He is, could allow these things. The question comes to mind, “Why doesn’t He intervene, if He’s God?”

If this is not your question, it certainly is the question of multitudes. Is there an answer? Is there an answer to the pain, the disappointment, the heartache, the death sentence you and countless others are facing? Yes, beloved, there is an answer—an answer you can stake your life on. You will find it in this book because it will take you to the Book of books, the Bible where God has the answers for every circumstance of life. This is why God has this book in your hands right now. He wants you to know and understand that He’s there when bad things happen. Read on …


When you look at your circumstances and wonder,
“God, where are You?”

[image: ]

He’s There, Listening to the Cry of Your Heart


Open my eyes, that I may behold wonderful things from Your law.

PSALM 119:18



Has there ever been a time when you questioned God?

Possibly you found yourself in a trial you never dreamed would happen to you. Maybe you cried for help, and it seemed God didn’t hear. You weren’t delivered. You suffered.

When you watch the evening news or pick up the newspaper, do you wonder, Where is God? If He is God and in charge of this universe, why does He allow the world to continue on its course of self-destruction? Why doesn’t He put an end to all the cruel and bizarre things happening in our society?

Did something happen to a child of God that seemed so unjust, so evil that you doubted God? Did you wonder, Can’t He at least take care of His own? Maybe you wouldn’t allow yourself to verbalize such a question because it would seem unholy, but have you wondered, Where is God when bad things happen?

A friend of mine was raped. She had heard me tell stories of others in similar situations who had called on God and were delivered. So in the darkness of fear she, too, cried out to God. In a trembling voice she commanded the man to stop in the name of Jesus. He didn’t. Why didn’t God answer her cry and deliver her?

Where was God?

A twenty-year-old girl, a personal friend of ours, a Christian with a sterling reputation, was found brutally murdered in her bedroom.

Where was God?

Hitler exterminated God’s chosen people—men, women, and children—in gas chambers and ovens.

Where was God?

In countries with oppressive political systems, countless Christians suffer greatly for their faith. Denied the freedom to worship openly, many have been cut off from their communities and forced to live on almost nothing, enduring the ravages of malnutrition, beatings, and hard labor. Others have been imprisoned and tortured—even murdered by government edict—considered traitors simply because they placed their faith in Christ.

Where is God?

These are tough questions, aren’t they? Skeptics delight in asking these questions. They are questions many of us would prefer to ignore … or bury under weak and insufficient theological theories.

Where is God when bad things happen?

It’s a question that many who call Him “Father” want to avoid. It doesn’t fit with their concept of God. They can’t explain it from the Word.

Are we afraid to ask these questions for fear God will not have an answer? Or do we fear that if we find the answer, it will distort our view of God or make Him into someone we cannot explain or understand?

Some would have you believe that God, who is a God of love, mercy, and compassion, does not have a thing to do with the evil that takes place in this world. But if He doesn’t … then what does that imply about His power, His authority, His involvement in human affairs?

Are these new questions that, until now, have never troubled the heart of man? Oh no, my friend! They are as old as human history. They are the questions of Habakkuk, the prophet:


How long, O LORD, will I call for help,

And You will not hear?

I cry out to You, “Violence!”

Yet You do not save.

Why do You make me see iniquity,

And cause me to look on wickedness?…

Why do You look with favor

On those who deal treacherously?

Why are You silent when the wicked swallow up

Those more righteous than they?

(Habakkuk 1:2-3,13)



Where is God? Why does He allow such things? Why does evil continue? Why do the wicked prosper? Why do the righteous suffer? Why aren’t they delivered? Why doesn’t God hear the prayers of His people? These questions are the burden of Habakkuk’s heart. He bears them without shame or apology. And rather than ignoring them, God has preserved these questions for all to read. His answer to Habakkuk is also His answer to us.

Stop and read through the book of Habakkuk. It’s only three chapters long. Before you begin reading, ask the Holy Spirit to guide you into the truth. We cannot understand and discern spiritual truths apart from His work in our lives. We need to ask the Lord to give us a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the true knowledge of Him. We can be confident that He will answer because we have asked according to His will (1 John 5:14-15). Psalm 119:18 says, “Open my eyes, that I may behold wonderful things from Your law.”

Pause a few moments to confess to the Lord your inability to hear and discern truth apart from His enabling. Ask Him to enlighten the eyes of your heart so that you may truly know what He longs to show you. Thank Him that He will.

GOD’S PEOPLE IN CRISIS

To appreciate the book of Habakkuk and how it parallels our day, we must consider its historical context. Not only will this perspective help you in grasping more of the meaning of the Old Testament, it will let you see how the truths of the Old Testament can be applied to our lives today! First Corinthians 10:11, in reference to Israel, says, “Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.”

After the death of Solomon, the nation of Israel was split into two kingdoms: the northern kingdom and the southern kingdom. The northern kingdom was composed of ten tribes and was called Israel. Israel turned to idolatry immediately after it split from the other two tribes. In 722 B.C., it fell to the Assyrians.

The southern kingdom was composed of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. It is often referred to simply as Judah. Its capital was Jerusalem.

At the time Habakkuk was written, the northern kingdom had already gone into captivity.1 Habakkuk prophesied sometime between 621 B.C. and 609 B.C. The Babylonian captivity of the southern kingdom was on the horizon in Habakkuk’s time. It started in 605 B.C. when Nebuchadnezzar attacked Jerusalem and took a handful of nobles and princes to Babylon. Daniel was in that group.

Then in 597 B.C., when King Jehoiachin rebelled, Nebuchadnezzar again besieged Jerusalem and took ten thousand captive. Among that group was Ezekiel.

The final siege and destruction of Jerusalem occurred in 586 B.C., when the city and the temple were destroyed.

You may be wondering how the Israelites, God’s beloved people, came to face such a crisis. After all, they were God’s elect nation! Jerusalem was the home of Solomon’s magnificent temple! Besides … who could be closer to the sovereign God of all the earth than Israel?

The answer, my friend, lies in their neglect of God’s Word. The story of Judah reveals what happens when the Bible, the Word of God, loses center stage and is given a minor or “bit” part in the life of a nation or a church—or an individual.

Take a few minutes to read 2 Kings 22. Habakkuk, a contemporary of the prophet Jeremiah, probably would have witnessed the events related in this wonderful chapter, which opens around 622 B.C., a hundred years after the Assyrians had invaded and captured the northern kingdom. The current king of the southern kingdom was Josiah, who became king when he was eight years old.

Second Kings 22 focuses on the events that occurred in the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign, when he was twenty-six years old. This makes the time about 622 B.C. Remember, Judah went into captivity in 586 B.C., thirty-six years later.

Shaphan the scribe was sent to clean and repair the damage in the temple of God. In the process of helping with these temple repairs, Hilkiah the high priest found a copy of God’s Word. Can you imagine? The Word of God had been lost in the house of God!

Anguish struck Josiah’s heart when Shaphan the scribe read aloud the Book of the Law. King Josiah saw how far the people of Judah had strayed from God’s standard of holiness.

They had fallen into idolatry, worshiping Baal and Asherah (2 Kings 23:4). And wherever you find idolatry, you will find immorality or some sort of sexual perversion. One follows on the heels of the other. Second Kings 23:7 tells us that male cult prostitutes were living in the house of the Lord. They were part of the sexual immorality and perversion associated with Baal and Asherah worship.

This departure from the Word of God not only affected the morals of the people, it also endangered the lives of the children. In 2 Kings 23:10 we learn that parents made their children “pass through the fire for Molech.” They offered blood sacrifices of their children on the altars of immorality.

Human sacrifice was not the only perversion. “God’s people” had become involved in the occult and were also caught up in astrology (2 Kings 23:4-5), which was strictly forbidden by God in Deuteronomy 17:2-7. The people had turned to mediums, spiritists, and stars instead of consulting God. Behind idols, mediums, spiritists, and astrology, you will find demons (1 Corinthians 10:19-20).

How this must have hurt our Lord! Once Josiah heard God’s Word, read by Shaphan the scribe, he understood the righteous wrath of God that had to be executed in holy judgment.

WHERE ARE WE HEADED?

You may well question how God’s people could have strayed so far from His commands. But look around you. Is it any different today? No! But has it always been this way in the United States of America? No! In your lifetime you have seen great changes in what is condoned in America. Abortion used to be considered murder, and any doctor found performing an abortion was sentenced as a lawbreaker. Today, this form of child sacrifice has become a common means of birth control. Even many churches will not take a strong stand against abortion.

At one time homosexuality and lesbianism were against the law, but now the law promotes their “rights,” including sanctioned marriage in certain states and adoption. Some in the church call homosexuality nothing more than a “genetic predisposition.” Others have established homosexual congregations, saying God is against promiscuity but not homosexuality. They maintain that such behaviors merely reflect an alternative lifestyle.

At one time divorce wasn’t tolerated in many denominations. Now, some in the church divorce, show up in church the next week with another spouse, and nothing is said. Church members are not held accountable for their behavior. For the most part, church discipline as set forth in 1 Corinthians 5 is no longer practiced.

Why are we in such a state? I believe it is because we’ve lost the Word of God—both in the house of God and in many seminaries. Many graduate from seminary with thorough training in the technicalities of ministry and of psychology, but they do not know how to study the Word and pray.

And consider this, beloved: If God’s Word has been lost in many churches, how can we even expect the world to be aware of the righteous commandments in the Word?

So many write to tell me what has happened since they’ve started studying God’s Word, learning it precept upon precept. As they’ve learned to dig out truth for themselves, their eyes have been opened to subtle errors that had crept into their thinking.

They see how they’ve been deluded by people’s persuasive arguments, philosophies, and traditions.

They realize how they’ve bought into human reasoning and trendy teachings.

They discern how, in recent years, psychology and self-preoccupation have replaced the Word and the Cross.

They find themselves able to quote and expound the latest Christian bestsellers, but not the Word of God.

They acknowledge that without the plumb line of God’s Word, they could not perceive how far out of alignment they were from truth.

Thinking they were in touch with themselves, they realize they have been out of touch with God and His truth. They see how they have been deceived and how they have reaped the consequences of that deceit.

All of this happened because the Word of God had lost its proper place in their lives.

Think about it. What place, what priority, does the Word of God have in the lives of many pastors, let alone churchgoers? Has your church lost the Word of God? Have you lost it?

What happened in Judah can happen again. It’s the inevitable result of losing the Word of God. Over and over again, church history testifies to the effects of neglecting the Word. The Church has been turned around only when a reformer has discovered, studied, lived by, and proclaimed the truths of God’s Word in the hearing of His people.

Ask God to search your heart and show you if you have neglected the Word of God. Be honest and open before Him as you ask Him to show you what, if anything, has taken priority over His Word. Ask Him what you need to do. Or, if you have given His Word its rightful place, spend time in worship and thanksgiving. Renew your commitment, so that in all things He will have the preeminence.




MAKING IT PERSONAL




OEBPS/images/Arth_9780307793638_epub_tp_r1.jpg
when

happen

GO Is BIG ENOUGH o0 HANDLE YOUR QUESTIONS....
and STRONG ENOUGH

T0 DELIVER YOU from PAIN AND DOUST

KAY ARTHUR

=

WATERBROOK





OEBPS/images/Arth_9780307793638_epub_L02_r1.jpg






OEBPS/images/Arth_9780307793638_epub_cvi_r1.jpg
When Bad

Things Happen

Gop Is Bic ENouGH 1o HANDLE YOUR QUESTIONS... AND
StroNG ENouGH To DELIVER YoU FROM PAIN AND DousTt

Kay Arthur

ﬁ WATERBROOK PRESS @Books








OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





