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There is a lot of information in this class that helps you think critically about archaeology, archaeologists, and the discoveries they make. There is no need to cover every piece of information contained in this class.

All you need to do to get a certificate of completion is to pick just 5 items discussed in this class and write between a 8 to 10 page research paper on each one.

You can pick artifacts, civilizations, individuals, events, or archaeological methods you want to learn more about and investigate them further. Just as long as you have completed 5 research papers at the required length.

The papers must be properly researched, no help from AI except Grammarly to check spelling and grammar only. Send all the papers in at the same time to kinship29@yahoo.com to receive a grade and a certificate. The cost for the certificate and grade is $25 make sure to send the money to our PayPal account at- archaeologist55@mail.com 

Just make sure you put a screenshot of your PayPal receipt in your email when you submit the papers for your certificate. So we can credit the right person.

The Textbooks for this course are

#1. Archaeology & the Believer

#2. Noah’s Flood Did Take Place- revised

#3. It All Begins at Babel

You can purchase those books through https://theoarch.wordpress.com/contact/ When you send in your assignments, you will have to include a sign statement that you purchased or borrowed all three books and read them

The lessons are not in any particular order. You can listen to one lecture then skip a couple, as long as you go back to hear the lessons you missed. The class is founded on what we have learned from God over 30 years of biblical and archaeological work and research.

Make sure to study with an open mind as the content does not follow  mainstream archaeology. It presents the truth of archaeology and discoveries and how archaeologists apply what they have found in their construction of the past.

You will learn a lot about the Bible and how archaeology relates to its content by listening to the lectures and doing the work. Archaeology helps us understand the Biblical content better while showing that the Biblical content is true and verifiable in many cases.

Good luck to you, and thank you for purchasing this class.
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Lecture One


Archaeology and Writing of the Bible
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Dr. W. F. Albright once wrote in the first page of the first chapter of one of his books, that outside of ancient Israel no ancient nation knows its origin. In doing some research and study on this, his declaration is quite accurate.

Archaeology rarely confirms any ancient historical account for the origination of the original nations. However, archaeology does confirm much of Israel’s origins despite the efforts of those archaeologists and scholars who cling to the minimalist school of thought.

In spite of all the physical evidence uncovered by archaeologists, these men and women still deny Israel history and origin. If this group of people were correct, then Israel, according to other scholars, would be the first nation incapable of writing its own history.

That would be quite a feat given all the archaeological evidence supporting the biblical content. In fact, archaeology provides evidence and proof that the Bible is very accurate when it names names, civilizations, cities and so on.

Dr. Craig Evans, in his lecture on YouTube- True or False: Is the NT historically reliable- tells his audience that Israeli archaeologists use the Gospels and the book of Acts to find locations to dig.

The reason behind that is that those books write about real people, real locations and real events. The archaeologists do not use the Gnostic gospels because they do not do what the Bible does.

Their archaeological work and discoveries have justified that usage. The discoveries they have made have supported the biblical record consistently without one undermining the Bible or proving it false.

#1. What archaeology has done

Whether they set out to find this type of proof or not is immaterial. What is important is that archaeologists ave uncovered a myriad of physical evidence showing the historical and religious accuracy of the Bible.

For example, the Ebla Tablets dated to the 3rd millennium BC shows that the Bible is using patriarchal and other names in the right historical era. Then the Elephantine Papyri record Jewish cultural & religious practices to be consistent with the biblical instructions.

This is not all as archaeology has uncovered cities like Nineveh, Hazor, Jericho and even Nazareth all in the right eras and with the right structures and destruction. Not to mention, archaeology after 1800 years proved the Bible correct when it mentions the Hittite people.

Then there are countless inscriptions confirming individuals like Omri, the house of David, Pilate and numerous other biblical figures. In all, something like 53 biblical figures have been identified through archaeological excavation and work.

The list of archaeological discoveries continues as Kosher practices are found in different locations. Even the invasions and captivities by the Babylonians and Persians is documented in archaeology.

One can say that archaeology has done a great job in proving the accuracy of the biblical content. Yet there is more.

#2. Dead Sea Scrolls vs. Nag Hammadi Library

While discovered by amateurs, archaeologists got involved early in both discoveries as the wealth of information these discoveries provided was too valuable to ignore.

Both libraries were buried for roughly 2000 years, the Dead Sea Scrolls were buried in jars in caves, while the Nag Hammadi library was buried near a cliff in a jar containing 12 codexes. The number of scrolls found in the Dead Sea caves were far more numerous with almost 1000 scrolls and fragments excavated over a 10-year period.

The stories of how the scrolls came into the hands of archaeologists are well documented in books on both libraries. Suffice it to say, archaeologists were lucky to get them or possibly the hand of God was in the details for the Dead Sea Scrolls.

There is a major difference between these two sets of libraries. The discovery of the Nag Hammadi library did little except to prove that alternative thought was present in the 2nd to 4th centuries AD.

No one was using these books as scripture and no one certainly quoted form them unless they were making an academic argument. The Nag Hammadi library was proof that not everyone believed the bible in the early centuries after the disciples died out.

On the other hand, the Dead Sea Scrolls were very important as they were dated to roughly 1000 years or more older than the oldest biblical manuscripts already on hand. The content of the biblical books showed archaeologists and the world that God had kept his promise to preserve his word.

When the scrolls were compared with later scrolls in museums, etc., it was found that the copyists did not stray from the original texts. Their discovery showed the accuracy of current biblical translations and that the Hebrew Bible (the Old Testament) was preserved very carefully throughout the centuries.

#3. Other discoveries concerning writing

Throughout the history of archaeology, many amazing discoveries have been made providing more evidence for the validity of the biblical record. Here are a few of them:

- the Tell Dan Stele- confirms that there was a King named David in Israel’s history by recording the words ‘house of David’

- Ketef Hinnom Scrolls- discovered in 1979, these silver scrolls recorded a priestly blessing and dated to the 7th century BC. These are probably the oldest written confirmation of the biblical content. They also show the accuracy of biblical transcription throughout the years.

- the Moabite Stone or Mesha Stele- records the name of one of northern Israel kings- Omri. It was discovered in 1868 and dated to roughly 840 BC or the 9th century BC

- The Lachish Letters- written in the 6th century BC and just before the Babylonian invasion, these letters mirror what is found in Jeremiah 34:7

- The Pilate Stone- discovered in 1961 in Caesarea Maritima, this stone confirms that Pontius Pilate was Prefect of Judea during the lifetime of Jesus

-The Queen of Sheba Shard- a little pottery shard that contains the name of Sheba on it. The shard was discovered in 2023 and dates to the 10th century BC, the century of Solomon.

And

- Hezekiah’s Monumental Inscription- discovered in 2022, this inscription dates to the 8th century BC and matches the content found in 2 Kings 20:20.

These are just a few of the written discoveries that provide extra-biblical confirmation of the biblical record. These pieces of evidence have been confirmed to be original and authentic. 

They were not made at the hands of con men looking to make money off of archaeologists and museums.

#4. Some manuscript details

This is important as the rules governing how manuscripts are to be handled after they wear out explains why we d o not find original autographs of biblical books.

Although the Bible does not provide specific instruction on how to destroy the scrolls, Jewish practices have been to bury them in cemeteries. This has been a practice that has been done for thousands of years.

This may be the reason why the DSS scrolls were placed in caves. Like other missing archaeological artifacts, the original autographs most likely decayed over time, or were destroyed when invasions and other wars rocked the area.

They could have been burned as well. This is mostly for the OT original autographs. These originals may have lasted for hundreds of years before they were destroyed. We just cannot be certain.

Dr. Craig Evans in a Logos Library class suggests that the NT original autographs may have been luckier and lasted anywhere between 300 and 500 years after their original writing.

What that means is that many of the bible copyists may have had the original autographs to work with while they did their work. 

When it comes to the OT scrolls, archaeology has confirmed that many of the location names in different OT books would have not been in use or known in the 7th to 5th centuries when the minimalists claim the OT was compiled.

The names are just too old for the minimalists to be correct. Archaeology has proven this also. While we do not know exactly when the books were written,these archaic names help place the books in the right era, proving they were written by contemporaries of the events, etc., described in the Bible.

The only exception would be the book of Genesis as those events took place long before Moses was born.

#5. Were the OT writers using source material

This is a question that has plagued christian archaeologists and scholars for centuries. The Bible does mention different books where more information could be found about the Kings of Israel and other key figures or events.

The Bible does mention these books but in a way that they may not have been used as source material. The book mentions may be more of a referral, than an indication that the books were sources for the Hebrew writers.

Unfortunately, unless more evidence is found, that is the best answer that can be given if one does not believe what Peter wrote:

But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture becomes a matter of someone’s own interpretation, 21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved by the Holy
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