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To Picasso and
Husain

Life is a
bubble in the stream of
life

The body
perishes but life moves on to
higher dimensions of line

Where it looks forward to
the destination of salvation sublime

Great people
leave their footmarks on the path divine,

Their works are
like the intoxicating wine,

and the guidelines to swim
in the stream of time.

Dr. Harpal
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​ Preface






The two grand masters of
modernism, Pablo Picasso and Maqbool Fida Husain are legends of
their life time. Picasso who was the pioneer of Cubism created a
new language and diction in painting and M. F. Husain added his
self- created vocabulary making it a self- styled, Husainean Art.
Picasso’s and Husain’s creative zeal revealed in the huge volumes
of their work, reflects the present, past and to some extent the
future scenario of the world of Art. Their drawings and paintings
reveal the creative potentiality of their personalities. Their
works are receptive to every eye and a boon for our future
generations.

The book, “Master Minds:
Creativity in Picasso’s and MF Husain’s Paintings”, is a projection
of master minds in the field of art. It reveals about the creative
works of art that are not just show pieces to adorn rich homes,
museums and art galleries but to bring awareness about human
attitude and cultural heritage. The projection of these works of
art could lead to international integration and establish an
amicable relationship between people of all communities and further
form a peaceful global human society. This book the outcome of Ph.
D thesis, also serves the purpose of academic study for art
scholars and art researchers all over the world.

In the entire book light
has been thrown on Picasso’s and Husain’s life and paintings. There
is an analytical study of their works of art. The significant
aspects dealt with in their paintings are creativity viewed through
linear quality, forms, colors, pictorial composition, subject
matter, styles, mediums, techniques, similarities and differences
in their works of art. I consider myself to be fortunate to avail
the opportunity to journey through a significant part of the life
and works of these two great artists. Their contribution to the
world of art is exemplary for many future generations. Picasso and
Husain have proved that the aesthetic artistic trend of thought has
no barriers and boundaries. The mind of an artist can reach any
part of the universe and create wonders in the form of an art.
Picasso’s and Husain’s immortalized paintings mesmerize the
observer when their creative activity springs out in their
paintings which speak in a silent language of forms and colors. It
has been noticed that their works have a glimpse of the existing
styles and techniques mingled with an antiquarian approach where
the result is absolutely unique and creative. Their works of art
are deemed to immortalize their names as the ever shining prominent
stars in the sky of the world of art.

There are total 226
illustrations in Part 1 to Part 5 of the e-books that include a
unique analytical study of the paintings and the sketches of the
artists, Pablo Picasso and Maqbool Fida Husain.

Part 2 of the book deals
with the Creative activity and forms & colors in the paintings.
It has around 65 pages.
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​ Foreword






This book is the outcome
of Dr. Harpal Sodhi’s research and original Ph. D. Thesis, Title:
“Creative Activity in the Paintings of Pablo Picasso and Maqbool
Fida Husain: An analytical study.” She has been conferred the
Degree of, Doctor of Philosophy. I am honored to write the foreword
for her book, I enjoyed reading her book.

Human cultures all over
the world are encapsulated in the form of art and the present
cultural society throbs with the vibrations of the existing art
.The masters of art do not have any limit for their imagination as
they consider the whole world as one community, the author further
analyzed to prove that Picasso and Husain epitomize the twentieth
century modern art.

. The publication is a
welcome contribution to the world of art. It will contribute to the
field of academic study in India and abroad. Each chapter has
something special to convey about the wonders of the creation of
art in the form of paintings. This book also reveals the purpose of
the projections of art of great artists that leads to the awareness
of global integrity through the depiction of global cultural
heritage.

The author has analyzed
some unique aspects of Picasso’s and Husain’s paintings, such as,
the aspect of their paintings which leads to their contribution
towards spiritualism and shapes \ colors that emit positive
vibrations. This book rightly conveys that Picasso and Husain are
not only Masters of Modernism but their works can be branded as,
The Essence of a Millennium.

Dr. Chitralekha
Singh

(Ph.D &
D.Litt.)
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CHAPTER: 4

CREATIVE ACTIVITY IN THE
PAINTINGS OF PICASSO AND HUSAIN

A work of art is the final
result of an artist’s creative activity. The creator of the
universe has made every individual unique in several aspects such
as appearance, thoughts, attitude, aptitude, potentiality,
mannerism, and intelligence. When the positive aspect of all these
are imbibed or inherited in an individual, their unified
combination leads to activities that create a work of art. Such
activities that are original and result in creating something new
that may be productive, constructive, artistic or scientific are
qualities that elevate a person from common man.

An exposure to visual art
in any form has proved to be a form of communication. Our global
human society is divided by language, custom, religion, economic
development and geographical location, but the visual language in
the form of paintings of artists all over the world have united the
global society by their creative activity.

Creative artists
like Pablo Picasso and M.F. Husain have held up the attention and
enthusiasm of art lovers all over the world. It is true, “A work of
art must provide enough of a challenge to maintain the interest of
those who stop to view it. It must have unity but it must also have
within this unity a complexity, a challenging difficulty, to
involve the viewer in a search for a meaning that he senses must be
there in the work.”1. The search of the meaning
ends when the observer perceives the art in relation to linear
quality, forms, color and pictorial composition and recognizes the
creative activity.






​
Linear quality

There is no such
thing as line in nature. Anything that a person can see which is in
shape or without a proper shape, the edge of it from any angle or
portion is perceived as a line. Thus lines are drawn to mark those
particular edges. The shape of a thing emerges from those lines
that our mind conceives. According to M.F. Husain, “line is a
virile force with keen latent mobility, which despite being
imperceptible in nature, is constantly striving to assert itself”
and pertaining to his works of art he said,” My words born in you
are yet unspoken”2. A line definitely defines
shapes and creates a feeling in any work of art. It is capable of
expressing specific emotions. It suggests the direction of movement
and boundary of an area. It is used as a symbol to denote motion
and express objects and their relation. A picture or a design can
be judged by its linear quality. A line also defines the object
before naming it.

Types of lines are
symbolic to different expressions for example: A thick clear line
with harmony to the composition signifies boldness. A thin broken
line signifies weakness. A straight line signifies strength. A
horizontal straight line signifies peace and balance. Types of
lines drawn by the artist depend on the theme and composition. Very
often scribbling, sketching and drawings for paintings convey the
basic bent of mind of the artist.

Linear quality in Pablo
Picasso’s paintings

Picasso’s superb
draftsmanship, visual originality and power of construction
pertaining to art have come to be universally admitted. The linear
quality in his works signifies his bold, strong and balanced
expressions during the different phases of his life. We are
fortunate we can view some of his scribbling that has been
preserved.

Scribbling:
This is the very first expression of an artist’s
idea and thoughts. When a person scribbles it is like a
conversation between his unconscious and conscious mind. The forms
in the scribbling communicate the subconscious subject in the mind.
Sometimes the scribbling reveals identified forms and
shapes.

Picasso’s scribbling
has firm and bold lines. The Vollard Suite is a series of drawings
in which ’Head of Rembrandt and various studies’, 1934, (Fig.39) is
a scribbling which turned out to be a sketch. Picasso in
conversation with David Henry Khaweiler, the author of, ‘Huit
entretiens avec Picasso’, related how the four Rembrandt Sketches
were conceived. “Just imagine I’ve done a portrait of Rembrandt. It
is all account of that varnish that cracks. It happened to one of
my plates. I said to myself, Its’ spoiled, I’ll just do anything on
it. I began to scrawl. What came out was Rembrandt. I began to like
it and I kept on and even did another one”3.Some of his other scribbling
are: Kneeling women and other sketches, 1899-1900, (Fig.40) and
Sick Women, 1899-1900. (Fig.41). Out of these, ideas were taken for
sketches and paintings.
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39. Picasso, Head of
Rembrandit and various studies, 1934
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40. Picasso, Kneeling
Woman and Other Sketches, 1989-1900
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41. Picasso, Sick Woman,
1899-1900

Sketches:
Picasso developed a knack for sketching, right
from his school days. He amused his playmates by drawing sketches
on the pavement. Without lifting up his chalk he would start
sketching a horse and finish it at the same point. Picasso’s debt
to his school training is clearly visible in his childhood
drawings. When his family moved to Corunna in September 1892, he
joined La Guarda Art School. By 1895 he had taken courses in
ornamental drawing, figure, copying plaster figures and copying and
painting from nature. It was a strict academic education according
to the Madrid Royal College of Arts Guidelines. His study done in
the first year is essentially a line drawing with interior work, a
kind taught in school art classes.

Picasso’s studies display
his technical prowess and his command of methods. Even as a child
he drew like adults. Some of his impressive examples are sketches
of, Doves, 1890 (Fig.42), Bullfight Scene and Doves, 1890 (Fig.43)
and numerous other sketches. At an early age he had a keen sense of
proportion, perspective and clarity in depiction.
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42. Picasso, Doves,
1890.
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43. Picasso, Bullfight
Scene and Doves, 1890
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