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The Last to Fall

“Authors Jim Rada and Richard Fulton have done an outstanding job of researching and chronicling this little-known story of those Marines in 1922, marking it as a significant moment in Marine Corps history.”

- GySgt. Thomas Williams 

Executive Director

U.S. Marine Corps Historical Company

“Original, unique, profusely illustrated throughout, exceptionally well researched, informed, informative, and a bit iconoclastic, “The Last to Fall: The 1922 March, Battles, & Deaths of U.S. Marines at Gettysburg” will prove to be of enormous interest to military buffs and historians.”

- Small Press Bookwatch

Saving Shallmar

“But Saving Shallmar’s Christmas story is a tale of compassion and charity, and the will to help fellow human beings not only survive, but also be ready to spring into action when a new opportunity presents itself. Bittersweet yet heartwarming, Saving Shallmar is a wonderful Christmas season story for readers of all ages and backgrounds, highly recommended.”

- Small Press Bookwatch

Battlefield Angels

“Rada describes women religious who selflessly performed life-saving work in often miserable conditions and thereby gained the admiration and respect of countless contemporaries. In so doing, Rada offers an appealing narrative and an entry point into the wealth of sources kept by the sisters.”

- Catholic News Service

Between Rail and River

“The book is an enjoyable, clean family read, with characters young and old for a broad-based appeal to both teens and adults. Between Rail and River also provides a unique, regional appeal, as it teaches about a particular group of people, ordinary working ‘canawlers’ in a story that goes beyond the usual coverage of life during the Civil War.”

- Historical Fiction Review

Canawlers

“A powerful, thoughtful and fascinating historical novel, Canawlers documents author James Rada, Jr. as a writer of considerable and deftly expressed storytelling talent.”

- Midwest Book Review

“James Rada, of Cumberland, has written a historical novel for high-schoolers and adults, which relates the adventures, hardships and ultimate tragedy of a family of boaters on the C&O Canal. ... The tale moves quickly and should hold the attention of readers looking for an imaginative adventure set on the canal at a critical time in history.”

- Along the Towpath

October Mourning

“This is a very good, and very easy to read, novel about a famous, yet unknown, bit of 20th Century American history. While reading this book, in your mind, replace all mentions of ‘Spanish Flu’ with ‘bird flu.’ Hmmm.”

- Reviewer’s Bookwatch
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​INTRODUCTION
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Years ago, when I was a reporter for the Cumberland Times-News in Maryland, I took over writing the local history column for the newspaper. It was my favorite part of my job because I had a strong interest in history and had already published a couple historical novels.

So I started reading through local history books and rolling through reels of microfilm looking for stories that caught my attention. I wasn’t trying to write the history of the region but to tell the stories of its people. 

One story that caught my attention started with a letter to the editor that mentioned a relative of the letter writer who had a baseball signed by Babe Ruth when he played an exhibition in Cumberland. Why would the greatest name in baseball have played in a city that doesn’t even have a minor league or farm team?

I asked one of the newspaper’s sports reporters about it and he said, yes, the Babe had played in Cumberland, but he knew nothing else about it. So I started searching out other local historians and sports gurus in town trying to narrow down my search. It’s not the type of story that gets published in history books, though, so I had no luck find more information.

I expanded the search, following up on any leads I could get. I searched through the microfilm archives, but without a date to look up, I had years and years of newspapers to wade through. Finally, I checked with a historian at the Babe Ruth Museum in Baltimore who helped me track down a date for when Babe Ruth played the game.

Once I had the date, I could find the articles in the newspaper and write a great sports story that many people in the area had thought might only be an urban legend.

A couple years later, I was working in another small town and discovered a connection that it had with Babe Ruth. Then a couple years after that, I discovered that the Babe had also played an exhibition game in Chambersburg, Pa., another town where I was writing the local history column for the Chambersburg Public Opinion.

Now I was curious. How did this living legend keep showing up in these small towns? He was supposed to be hitting home runs in the major ball parks all over the country.

That’s when I learned that Babe Ruth did a lot of traveling between regular season games and in the off season doing exhibition games and charitable work. He visited dozens of towns across the country, making big news whenever he showed up in a community. It probably added to his legend because so many people wound up being able to say they had met the Babe or seen him play.

When the Babe Came to Town is the first of a collection of some of those appearances I’ve written about based on newspaper articles and books. I hope to bring you even more stories about the Babe in future volumes and I’m already working on the next volume. However, if you have information about a unique appearance that babe did or a game that he played in a small town, let me know and I’ll try and track down the story to include in a future volume.

E-mail me with places, dates and any sources you might know involving the story at jimrada@yahoo.com.
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Babe Ruth in St. Petersburg, FL. Courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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​WHY WE REMEMBER BABE RUTH
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Major League Baseball Career Statistics

• Home runs: 714

• Hits: 2,873

• RBI: 2,213

• Batting average: .342

• ERA: 2.28

• Pitching W/L record: 94-46

Top 10 Rankings in Major League Baseball:

• No. 1 All-Time On-Base Plus Slugging (OPS) – 1.164

• No. 2 Runs Batting In (RBI) – 2,213

• No. 2 All-Time Slugging Percentage - .690

• No. 2 All-Time On-Base Percentage - .474

• No. 3 All-Time Home Runs – 714

• No. 3 All-Time Walks – 2,062

• No. 4 All-Time Runs – 2,174

• No. 6 All-Time Total Bases – 5,793

• No. 10 Batting Average - .342

Awards

• 7-time World Series champion (1915, 1916, 1918, 1923, 1927, 1928, 1932)

• 1923 American League MVP

• 2-time All-Star (1933, 1934)

• The New York Yankees retired Ruth’s No. 3 in 1948

• Member of Major League Baseball’s All-Century Team

• Associated Press Athlete of the Century  

• ESPN Sports Century – No. 2 Athlete of the 20th Century

• The Sporting News’ “Greatest Baseball Player of All Time”

• Sports Illustrated’s “Greatest Baseball Player of the 20th Century”

Source: www.baberuth.com
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Babe Ruth scoring a run during a game. Photo courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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​THE RETURN OF THE KING:
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THE BABE VISITS THE MOUNT WHERE HE WAS DISCOVERED

Note: Emmitsburg, Md. is a small town in northern Frederick County and about 10 miles south of Gettysburg, Pa. Emmitsburg’s population in 1920 was 940 people and Frederick County’s population was 52,541.

Word had gotten around that the Babe was back, the baseball’s home run king had returned. Those who had heard the news came to see him; some even took the trolley from Frederick, Md., to Thurmont, Md., and then switched to the Emmitsburg Railroad to make the rest of the journey to Emmitsburg, Md. So when George Herman Ruth walked onto Echo Field at Mount St. Mary’s College on May 7, 1921, a crowd was there to greet him.

The Babe Discovered

This crowd was far larger than the one that had greeted him when he first appeared on the field in 1913.

At that time, Ruth was a young man of 18 years who was playing baseball with the team from St. Mary’s Industrial School for Boys of Baltimore. The school was a reformatory and orphanage. Ruth had been there since he was seven years old because his parents couldn’t care for him.

Brother Matthias Boutlier, the Head of Discipline at St. Mary’s Industrial School, introduced Ruth to the game of baseball, which he quickly took to. The team made the trip to Mount St. Mary’s in 1913 to play a commencement day game against the Mount St. Mary’s freshman baseball team as an opener to the alumni






























d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
WHEN THE BABE
CAME TO TOWN

Stories of George Herman Ruth’s
Small-Town Baseball Games





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/image003.png





d2d_images/image004.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





