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      Foreword

      
         
         
      

      
      In the music of Bruce Springsteen, I hear what I like to think the United States of
         America’s founding documents would sound like if plugged in some two hundred years
         later. Like power chord arguments. Like electrified anthems. Like the passionate promises
         that friends and lovers make to stick with each other while making a more perfect
         union. Imagine the Declaration of Independence, with all its protest and defiance,
         and the U.S. Constitution, with all its grandeur and aspirations, as twentieth-century
         pop songs. The documents provide the words and feelings. Rock ’n’ roll provides a
         library of sounds from all the American moods present in our folk songs, our rhythm
         and blues, our gospel, and in the pomp of our festival and marching bands. All it
         would take is someone willing to study it all, learn the truths, respect the forms,
         and then be desperate enough to work to make it original for himself, so that it might
         become real and give his own life a much-needed meaning and purpose. That student
         was Bruce Springsteen, and that is what his music sounds like to me.
      

      
       Springsteen—now a master at writing the American rock song and performing the ideas
         of America in his rock ’n’ roll shows—reminds us that now, as then in the late eighteen
         hundreds, after a century of progress by the first European pilgrims, America’s potential
         is too great and too precious—not to mention, its people too sacred—to be managed
         by distant authorities and impersonal institutions. Just as the poetry in those early
         documents inspires as it argues for liberty, equality, and unity and as the rhythm
         of history was empowering the colonists to take matters into their own hands, Springsteen’s
         songs are an expression of those same dreams and that same energy for many Americans
         in the late twentieth century and into the early twenty-first century. For him to
         write and sing the songs gives him hope, and for us to hear the songs encourages us
         to press through the setbacks and despair that come from living in a land not yet
         fully realized.
      

      
       As this book presents, many a Springsteen song takes us to the musical equivalent
         of a promised land, especially when backed by the E Street Band’s joyfully thunderous
         noise, but we meet in them a reoccurring character who feels far from Eden. He is
         trapped, weak, lost, or overwhelmed by the moral ambiguity of the context of his postadolescent
         life. Most Springsteen lyrics are from a man’s point of view, and many of the dilemmas
         that the songs’ men face are brought about by coming-of-age in American culture after
         the societal revolutions of the 1960s. What, now, is the man’s role at home? at work?
         in society? What is the measure of success for the American male now? What are the
         examples and role models for a man of the baby boom generation? What even makes a
         man a man? Springsteen’s songs tell first-person accounts of walls closing in, horizons
         shrinking, and dreams evaporating. The young adults, brothers, veterans, husbands
         (and, occasionally, mothers) are not so strong anymore or so sure of what the right
         thing to do is, and they are not so holy as to not break a law while looking for an
         answer or even contemplate death as their only escape. These characters are just the
         ones whom Springsteen’s songs are written for, and their real-life counterparts—his
         fans—often speak of finding solace in the songs and encountering a community of hope
         and healing at his concert.
      

      
       Springsteen often takes the point of view of the poor in spirit, directing his anger
         at the injustice of a government serving the interests of only the wealthy, the powerful,
         or the white and at the damage done by an economy of greed that eventually robs whole
         sections of America of their chance to have the American dream through the dignity
         of work. Because he does so, Springsteen is often compared with John Steinbeck, Pete
         Seeger, and Bob Dylan—and rightly so. His should be the fourth face on a Mount Rushmore
         of twentieth-century American protest writers. But as Springsteen’s medium is rock
         ’n’ roll and as his stagecraft is influenced more by the likes of James Brown and
         Roy Orbison, both of whom he cites as idols, than by the Greenwich Village singer–songwriters,
         there is noticeably more energy and hunger in him to play to the biggest crowds and
         feel their adoration, even as he seeks to sway the opinions of protesters and voters.
         Whether working on a solo project, playing a benefit concert, supporting a presidential
         campaign, or just being The Boss of the E Street Band, the total effect of Bruce Springsteen’s
         songbook is a louder, nosier music that does more than the work of social critique—it
         breaks apart the despair of the moment and brings healing on the spot. As the American
         spirit has always been willing, quite often many of our bodies are too weak. Springsteen
         is a believer, in the end, of the power of hope and in music as the vessel for delivering
         it.
      

      
      Scott Calhoun

      
      Tempo Series Editor

      
      
   
      Timeline

      
         
         
      

      
      
         
            
         
         
            
         
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  World Events

                  
               
               
               	
                  Bruce Springsteen Career

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  January 1949: RCA introduces the 45-rpm record.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 1949: Vietnam is formed as a nation.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 1949: The Soviet Union explodes its first atomic bomb.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  September 23, 1949: Bruce Frederick Joseph Springsteen born in Long Branch, New Jersey, to Adele and
                     Douglas Springsteen. He will live in Freehold, New Jersey, for most of his first eighteen
                     years.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 1950–July 1953: Korean War.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 1950–December 1954: Senator Joseph McCarthy hearings.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 1954: Dow Jones Industrial Average closes at an all-time high, a sign of the economic
                     prosperity of the 1950s.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 1956: Elvis Presley appears on the Ed Sullivan Show.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 1957: American Bandstand premiers on ABC-TV.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 1957: USSR launches Sputnik, escalating the “space race” and the Cold War.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 1960: Civil Rights Act of 1960.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 1961: Escalation of Vietnam War.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  December 1962: Acquires first guitar, a Christmas present.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 1963: Betty Friedan publishes The Feminine Mystique.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 1963: Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” speech.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 1964: The Beatles appear on the Ed Sullivan Show, marking the start of the “British invasion.”
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 1964: Civil Rights Act of 1964.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 1965: Immigration Act of 1965 signals new immigration patterns in the United States.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  December 1965–August 1968: Guitarist for his first band, The Castiles.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May–September 1967: Summer of love.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 1968: Stonewall riots in New York City signal the onset of the gay rights movement.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  September 1968: Student at Ocean County Community College; does not last the semester.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  January 1968: Moves to Asbury Park, New Jersey, a once-thriving coastal vacation destination,
                     now a thriving music scene. 
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  May 1969: Forms a new band, Child, but changes the name to Steel Mill when he discovers there
                     is already a local band named Child. The band includes future E Street Band members
                     Danny Federici, Steven Van Zandt, and Vini “Mad Dog” Lopez.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 1969: Woodstock Music Festival.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  January 1970: Increasingly popular in New Jersey, especially at Asbury Park’s Upstage Club, Steel
                     Mill ventures to California, winning critical acclaim for its shows in San Francisco.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 1970: First Earth Day, signaling the ascendance of the environmental movement.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 1970: Kent State shootings over Vietnam War protests.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  January 1971: Disbands Steel Mill and begins to experiment with several combinations of musicians.
                     Groups will include Bruce Springsteen Jam, Dr. Zoom and the Sonic Boom, and The Bruce
                     Springsteen Band.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  April 1972: Disbands The Bruce Springsteen Band and begins a solo career, playing small venues
                     in and around New York City.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  May 1972: Signs with manager Mike Appel.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  May 1972: Famous audition for CBS Records and the legendary John Hammond, who discovered Bob
                     Dylan. Signs a contract with Columbia shortly thereafter and begins to assemble the
                     E Street Band.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 1972: Title IX enacted into law, providing women and girls equal opportunity in athletics.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  January 1973: Greetings from Asbury Park, NJ released by Columbia to modest sales but significant critical acclaim. E Street Band
                     members include Springsteen, Garry Tallent, Vini Lopez, Clarence Clemons, and David
                     Sancious.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  September 1973: The Wild, the Innocent, and the E Street Shuffle released with Danny Federici joining the original band members. Like Greetings, the album sales are slow, but it is well received by many critics, and the band
                     continues to build a large Eastern seaboard audience on the strength of its live shows.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 1973: Oil embargo of 1973 reflects OPEC’s ability to harm the U.S. economy by regulating
                     oil.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  February 1974: Drummer Vini Lopez replaced by Ernest “Boom” Carter.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  May 1974: Influential music critic and future Springsteen manager Jon Landau writes his famous
                     line: “I saw rock ’n’ roll’s future and its name is Bruce Springsteen.”
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 1974: President Richard Nixon resigns amid Watergate scandal.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 1974–1980: American undergoes its worst economic recession in forty years.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 1975: Fall of Saigon, end of Vietnam War.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 1975: Van McCoy’s “The Hustle” marks the rise of disco.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  August 1975: After several complications, Born to Run is released, garnering high praise from critics and fans. Max Weinberg and Roy Bittan
                     join the E Street Band, replacing Ernest Carter and David Sancious. Steven Van Zandt
                     also joins the band. The record is a commercial success and establishes Springsteen
                     as a true international rock star. He and the E Street band make their first appearance
                     in London in the fall of 1975.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  October 1975: Springsteen appears on the cover of both Time and Newsweek.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 1976: The energy crisis. Long gas lines and shortages greet the nation’s bicentennial.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  July 1976: Sues his manager Mike Appel for fraud. Appel countersues. The litigation will prevent
                     any studio work on a fourth album until the summer of 1977.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 1976: A total of 119 women enter the U.S. Military Academy; women will gradually move
                     into combat roles in the 1990s.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 1977: Studio 54 opens, becoming the center of hedonism representative of the “me decade.”
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  May 1977: Reaches a settlement with Appel and returns to work in the studio.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 1978: Darkness on the Edge of Town is released. Jon Landau becomes Springsteen’s manager in July, and the singer appears
                     on the cover of Rolling Stone for the first time in August.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 1979: Nuclear accident at Three Mile Island.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 1979: Chrysler files for bankruptcy, symbolic of the decline of America’s most powerful
                     industry in the face of European and Asian competition.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  September 1979: Joins Bonnie Raitt, Jackson Browne, Tom Petty, and other artists at the famous No
                     Nukes Concerts (MUSE) at Madison Square Garden. The shows are a sign of things to
                     come in terms of Springsteen’s commitment to social and political activism.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 1979–January 1981: Iran hostage crisis.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 1979: Inflation reaches nearly 14 percent and combines with a weak economy and high unemployment
                     rates to produce “stagflation.”
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 1980: United States boycotts the summer Olympics in Moscow.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  October 1980: The River, a double album, debuts at number one on Billboard’s chart. “Hungry Heart” becomes Springsteen’s first top-ten hit. 
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 1981: Public identification of the AIDS virus in the United States.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 1981: Birth of MTV.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  August 20, 1981: Benefit show for Vietnam veterans in Los Angeles, another sign of Springsteen’s
                     emerging political consciousness. It is also one of Steve Van Zandt’s last shows with
                     the band until 1999.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 1981: Sandra Day O’Connor becomes the first female Supreme Court justice.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 1981: U.S. divorce rate nears 50 percent; it will remain above 40 percent through 2011.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  October 1982: Nebraska is released. Springsteen’s sixth album is musically stark and lyrically dark and
                     is not as well received by fans. Critics love it.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 1982: Largest unemployment rate since 1940, at 10.2 percent.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  December 1982: “Atlantic City” becomes Springsteen’s first music video to appear on MTV.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 1983: Compact discs and players released in the United States.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 1983: President Ronald Reagan unveils “Star Wars” defense system.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 1983–1985: Famine in Ethiopia reaches epidemic proportions, complicated by U.S. policies.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 1984–November 1989: Savings and loan scandal ends in multi-billion-dollar bailout.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 1984: Born in the USA is released and becomes Springsteen’s most commercially successful album to date.
                     Nils Lofgren replaces Van Zandt. Patti Scialfa joins the band as a backup singer.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  September 1984: Criticizes President Ronald Reagan, who had tried to identify himself with Springsteen
                     for political purposes, and begins supporting local food banks and other organizations
                     dedicated to helping the homeless; he will continue this service for his entire career.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  January 1985: “Dancing in the Dark” wins Springsteen his first Grammy.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  September 1985: Marries actress Julianne Phillips.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  August 1985: Bruce sings on Van Zandt’s “Sun City,” a protest song against South African apartheid.
                     
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 1986: Chernobyl nuclear disaster.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 1986: Five million South African blacks strike to protest apartheid.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 1986: The Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1986 becomes an important component on the “war on drugs.”
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 1986: Iran–contra scandal. 
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 1986: Bruce Springsteen & the E Street Band Live: 1975–1985 is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 1987: Jim Bakker sex scandal. He will eventually be sentenced to forty-five years in prison
                     for embezzlement, one of many televangelists to be disgraced.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 1987: “Black Monday” sees a 22 percent drop in the Dow Jones index.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  October 1987: Tunnel of Love is released and immediately goes double platinum.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 1988: Performs live on television for the first time in France at an antiracism rally.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  July 1988: Announces that he and the band will join Amnesty International’s “Human Rights Now!”
                     tour.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  August 1988: Chimes of Freedom, a short four-song album, is released in support of Amnesty International.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  October 1988: Final show with the E Street Band until 1999.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  March 1989: Finalizes divorce with Julianne Phillips.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 1989: Tiananmen Square massacre in Beijing.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  October 1989: The E Street Band officially breaks up.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 1989: The fall of the Berlin Wall symbolically ends the Cold War.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  July 1990: Son Evan James is born to Springsteen and Patti Scialfa.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 1990: Iraq invades Kuwait, drawing the United States into the Gulf War.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 1991: Marries Patti Scialfa.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 1991: Anita Hill accuses Supreme Court justice candidate Clarence Thomas of sexual harassment.
                     The issue will continue to be prominent on the American landscape.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  December 1991: Daughter Jessica Rae is born.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  March 1992: Human Touch and Lucky Town are released on the same day. Roy Bittan is the only E Street Band holdover to work
                     on the new albums. 
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 1992: Race riots in Los Angeles reveal the underlying racial tension in the country.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  April 1992: Assembles a new touring band. Musicians include Bittan, Shane Fontayne, Tommy Sims,
                     Zachary Alford, Bobby King, Crystal Taliefero, Carol Dennis, Angel Rogers, Cleo Kennedy,
                     Gia Ciambotti, and Patti Scialfa.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 1992: The Mall of America, the country’s largest shopping venue and an extravagant homage
                     to American consumerism, opens in Minnesota.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 1992: MTV Plugged airs.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 1993: Islamic terrorists bomb the World Trade Center.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 1993: Women make up 50.4 percent of law school students in the United States.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 1993: Plays “The Concert to Fight Hunger.”
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  January 1994: Son Sam Ryan is born.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  February 1994: Releases “Streets of Philadelphia” for Jonathan Demme’s film Philadelphia. The song becomes one of his most popular and influential compositions, winning Golden
                     Globe, Oscar, and Grammy awards and raising consciousness regarding the AIDS virus.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 1994: Rwandan genocide begins. Over 800,000 Tutsis are murdered by Hutu extremists. The
                     world watches and does nothing.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 1994: Jean Baudrillard’s Simulacra and Simulation, a foundational postmodern work, appears in English in the United States for the
                     first time.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 1994: Women make up 56 percent of Yale’s incoming medical school class, the first time
                     in history that women have outnumbered men at the school.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  February 1995: Greatest Hits is released and debuts number one on Billboard’s chart.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 19, 1995: Domestic terrorists Timothy McVeigh and Terry Nichols explode a bomb outside the
                     Murrah Federal Building in Oklahoma City.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 1995: The Ghost of Tom Joad, a solo acoustic album, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  March 1996: Blood Brothers, the film chronicling the Greatest Hits recording session, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 1996: Dolly, a sheep, becomes the first animal to be cloned, prompting a debate on genetic
                     engineering for humans.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 1996: Plays several benefit concerts, several of which support his hometown of Freehold,
                     New Jersey, and the surrounding area.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  May 1997: Receives the Polar Music Prize, an award considered by musicians to be on par with
                     the Nobel Prize.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  May 1997: Performs in Prague for the first time and meets with Czech President Havel. Such
                     meetings in which the singer advocates for human rights will continue to characterize
                     his career.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 1997: Four New York City police officers assault Haitian immigrant Abner Louima while
                     in custody.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  January 1998: Monica Lewinsky sex scandal brings more attention to sexual harassment and gender
                     issues in the workplace. President Clinton will later be charged with perjury.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  April 1998: Douglas Springsteen dies.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 1998: Measured in terms of high school and undergraduate degrees, the educational attainment
                     levels of women aged twenty-five to twenty-nine exceeded those of men in the same
                     age group.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 1998: United States destroys a pharmaceutical plant in Sudan, claiming that it was a weapons
                     factory. The factory was actually producing medicine. Many Sudanese die as the result
                     of the explosion and the lack of necessary medications.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 1998: Terrorist attacks on two U.S. embassies in Africa are linked to Osama Bin Laden
                     and his al-Qaeda organization. 
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 1998: Tracks, a four-CD set of previously unreleased outtakes, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  December 1998: Performs at Amnesty International’s concert commemorating the fiftieth anniversary
                     of the Declaration of Human Rights.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 1999: Amadou Diallo, an unarmed immigrant from Guinea, is shot and killed by four New
                     York City police officers. They are acquitted, and Springsteen writes “American Skin”
                     in response.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 1999: The Matrix is released. Highly influenced by poststructuralist theory and Jean Baudrillard,
                     it begs the question of what is real in a world characterized by hypertechnology and
                     simulation.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  March 1999: Inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 1999: Columbine High School massacre.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  April 1999: Begins a long-awaited reunion tour with the E Street Band.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 2000: Releases “American Skin” and “Code of Silence,” songs that protest the mistreatment
                     of immigrants by the police.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  April 2001: Live in New York City, a product of an immensely successful reunion tour, is released. It is accompanied
                     by a television special on MTV.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 2001: Islamic terrorists attack the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  September 2001: Performs in several benefit concerts for the victims of the terrorist attacks of
                     September 11.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 2001: United States invades Afghanistan, declaring war on terror.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  July 2002: The Rising, Springsteen’s artistic answer regarding the events of September 11, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 2003: United States invades Iraq, one of seven countries named as being part of an axis
                     of evil. These also include Sudan, Syria, Iran, Libya, North Korea, and Cuba.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  October 4, 2003: The Rising tour, which grosses over $120 million, ends at Shea Stadium in New York. The tour
                     is marked by an increasingly political Springsteen, who repeatedly urges his audience
                     to question the leaders who perpetrated recent American wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 2003: The Essential Bruce Springsteen is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 2004: The Central Intelligence Agency admits that Iraq did not have weapons of mass destruction
                     before the United States declared war in 2003.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 2004: John Jay report reveals 10,667 instances of sexual abuse by 4,392 Catholic priests
                     between 1950 and 2000.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                   

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                   

                  
               
               
               	
                  October 2004: Participates in the “Vote
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