
[image: image]



Toys, Games, and Action Figure Collectibles of the 1970s: Volume III Pocket Super Heroes to Star Trek : The Motion Picture

by

Jonathon Jones

Copyright 2020 by Jonathon Jones

License Notes

This ebook is licensed for your personal enjoyment only. This ebook may not be re-sold or given away to other people. If you would like to share this book with another person, please purchase an additional copy for each recipient.

All Ebook Editions:

All characters, brand names, trademarks, products, television shows, movies, cartoons, and manufacturers shown or listed on the cover and inside of this book that are still in existence and/or are being used today are © 2020 and beyond for their respective copyright holders.  All rights reserved.

Author Note:

The opinions on all items contained within this ebook are solely based on manufactured items that were produced in the 1970s.  These opinions in no way should be interpreted as being directed towards anything except remnants of the past that were produced during that time frame.

"That 70's Family"

[image: image]

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction

Pocket Super Heroes (Updated 4/3/2016)

Pogo Sticks (Updated 4/3/2016)

Police Woman

Prestomagix

Projectors

Pulsar

Punch Balls

Puppets

Push Puppets

Raggedy Ann and Andy

Remco Copters

Remco Super Heroes

Remote Controlled Vehicles and Robots

Ricochet Racers

Robin Hood and his Merry Men

Rodan

Roller Skates

Rom, The Space Knight

Rookies

Safari Adventure

Sea Devils

Sea Wees

See 'n Say

Sesame Street

Sew Magic

Sherlock

Shogun Warriors

Shrinky-Dinks

Shrunken Head Apple Sculpture Kit

Silly Putty

Simon

Sit 'n Spin

Six Million Dollar Man

Skateboards

Slade, Super Agent

Slime

Slinky

Slip 'n Slide

Slot Car Racing

Smokey the Bear

Snoopy Sno-Cone Machine

Socker Boppers

Sonny and Cher

Space: 1999

Space Academy

Spirograph

Squirt Guns

Star Bird Toys

Star Mites

Star Raiders

Starroid Raiders 

Starsky and Hutch (Updated 4/3/2016)

Star Team

Star Trek

Star Trek: The Motion Picture

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

Introduction


[image: image]


In the same tradition as the first and second books in the series, this volume will cover a wide variety of toys, action figures, and games that were produced during the 1970s, with accompanying sample pictures for certain items in each line.

Ranging from the Pocket Super Heroes by Mego to Star Trek: The Motion Picture, the categories covered will help to reconnect those who lived through the era with their childhood memories, and give collectors a comprehensive guide to these wonderful remnants of the past.



Pocket Super Heroes - Projectors
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Pocket Super Heroes
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In 1979, the famous Mego toy company produced an action figure line based on superhero characters from both Marvel and D.C. comics that was called the Pocket Super Heroes.  Produced in the 3 3/4ths inch size, no doubt due to the popularity of Star Wars figures at the time, they just didn't have the appeal, at least in my opinion, of the earlier produced 8 inch series by this same toy company.

With that information aside, it is interesting to note that this was actually Mego's second attempt to produce a smaller sized Super Hero line of action figures.  However, unlike the earlier mid 1970s attempt with their Comic Action Heroes, these figures did not require a stand due to the fact that their legs were not bent like those of the CAH series.

Heads, accessories, and upper torsos were pretty much re-used from the CAH line for these figures, and earlier versions also used the perverse, bent right arm, which can't help but make any collector grin.  However, eventually Mego learned from their mistake, and the figures were produced with both arms straight.

For the purpose of staying in line with the theme of this book, only the items dated 1979 will be listed, but please be aware that figures and vehicles from this line were actually made into the early 80s.  In addition, the 1980 released figures, Aquaman, Captain America, Green Goblin, and Wonder Woman, usually command much more money than the 1979 releases, as do the vehicles produced in that later time frame.

Packaging styles for the carded figures varied.  The first cards were red, and the final released white cards were not released until 1980.  Sometime around 1979-1980 figures were released on rare denim cards.  These were found primarily in other countries, but some speculate that they were released in limited numbers within the United States.

Although only 70s released figures/cards will be shown, let it be known that the denim cards are still up in the air.  Copyright dates often say 1979 on these card types, although others state they weren’t released until 1980.  Therefore, just in case I have decided to show a few examples of the denim cards as well.

Figures:

-Batman (Sold with or without bat rope)

-General Zod

-Hulk

-Jor-El

-Lex Luthor

-Robin (Sold with or without bat rope)

-Spider-man

-Superman

Batman

(Loose)
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Batman

(Carded)
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Batman

(Carded, Denim Card.  English Version)
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Batman

(Carded, Denim Card.  Italian Version)
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General Zod
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Hulk
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Hulk

(Rare Harbert/Italian Version)
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Hulk

(Carded, Denim Card.  English Version)
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Jor-El
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Lex Luthor
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Lex Luthor

(On Rare British Airfix Card.  I’ve only seen one of these cards.  Ever.)
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Robin

(Note: Batman is difficult to find carded, but a carded Robin is even rarer)
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Spider-Man

(Loose)
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Spider-Man

(Carded)

[image: image]

Spider-Man

(On Rare Harbert/Italian Card)
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Spider-Man

(Carded, Denim Card.  English Version.  Foreign Language Versions Also Exist)
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Superman
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Superman

(Carded, Denim Card.  English Version.  This one was distributed by Lincoln for the UK.  Foreign Language Versions Also Exist)

(PS–Sorry about the fuzzy picture.  This is extremely difficult to find on this kind of card)
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Superman

(Carded, Denim Card.  Italian Version)
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Vehicles:

-Batmobile (With Batman and Robin)

-Bat Shuttle (Lion Rock Brand for Mego, confirmed 1979 date on box)

-Robin Shuttle (Lion Rock Brand for Mego, confirmed 1979 date on box)

-Spidercar (I’m still working on figuring out the dates for the various releases.  I know that the first version smaller Spidercar came with the Comic Action Figure/Bent-leg figures. (Spider-Man and Green Goblin).  When the Pocket Heroes started, the reasons for the specific inclusions for the Pocket Heroes packaged with the Spider-Car started to get a little bit random.  Case and point: The next identifiable box I found was a Spider-Car with a boxed Spider-Man and Hulk figure and that is clearly dated 1979.  So far so good, right?  Not so fast!  The next mystery pertains to the Spider-Car release that has a straight-legged Spider-Man and Green Goblin in it.  I haven’t seen a box close enough to figure out the release date.  However, I DO know that the straight-legged Pocket Heroes Green Goblin wasn’t released on a card until 1980.  That makes me think that the Spider-Car packaged with the Pocket Heroes versions of Spidey and the Goblin wasn’t released until 1980.  One other packaging type exists (Which contains completely different graphics) but it’s from the early 1980s and, funny enough, the straight-legged Green Goblin is gone and, instead, the Hulk figure is back again.  Wild, right?)
Batmobile
(With Batman and Robin)
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Bat Shuttle

(Loose)

(Note: Sorry about the fuzzy picture.  This is from the back of the box)
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Bat Shuttle

(Boxed)
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Robin Shuttle

(Loose)

(Note: Sorry about the fuzzy picture.  This is from the back of the box)
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Robin Shuttle

(Boxed)

(Note: Other shuttles exist, but they all have a 1980 copyright date on them)
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Spider-Car w/Spider-Man and the Hulk

(Dated 1979)
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Spider-Car w/Spider-Man and Green Goblin

(Date still pending.  1979 or 1980?)

(Picture courtesy of The Mego Museum)
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Pogo Sticks

"Hey, mom, watch me fall and split my head open."  "Sure, Johnny, but let me get 911 on standby first."  Sigh.  Although an absolutely fun toy that at least one or two kids on the block had back in the 70s, as with anything that helps us defy gravity, it can be quite dangerous.  But that didn't stop us from using these and almost always falling off of them at one time or another, giving ourselves an abundance of cuts and bruises.

Overall, the pogo stick is actually one of the older toys that we still have around today. It has been around in various forms since the late 1800s, but it wasn't until the mass distribution during the 1950s that its popularity went off the charts.  However, in the 1970s that died down a bit and, like the Hula Hoop, it was a toy that only seemed to be played with on occasion.

Batman Pogo Stick
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Spider-Man Pogo Stick
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Spider-Man

(Boxed)
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Superman Pogo Stick
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Police Woman

Around 1976, Horsman produced a Police Woman action figure and some assignment packs to correspond with the popular television series of the same name.  A groundbreaking show at the time, Angie Dickinson portrayed an undercover policewoman bent on fighting crime.

Until this time, portraying women in typical male roles on television was literally unheard of, especially those that involved an element of danger or violence.  Therefore, this was a pivotal moment in pop culture history that also helped to define the sign of the times, which was a quest for even greater equality between the genders.

However, with that said, although the television show was popular and ran for almost four years, toys were a tough sell considering young girls were not usually allowed to watch this show due to its time slot and adult themes.

Therefore, more adult doll collectors seemed to buy these during that time frame, which would readily explain why they're often found mint still in the original box.

Police Woman Figure
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Assignment Packs:

-Hostess to Danger

-Race Against Time

-Sabotage Under the Sea

-Surprise from the Skies

-Undercover Mission

Race Against Time
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Undercover Mission

[image: image]

Prestomagix

Although primarily a 1980s phenomenon, these were actually invented in the 1970s.  The earliest two I was able to locate a picture for were from 1978 and 1979, which places the origin of these things clearly in the Disco era.

For those who do not remember them, these were basically transfers (Generally, popular characters of the day) that you would place on a backdrop, rub over with a pencil really well, and then once you peeled the transfer away the character would be magically and permanently adhered to the scene.

The only problem with that, however, is once you got the scene how you wanted it, it was set for life.  This is why, when found today, they are almost always still unused in their original packaging.  Not many kids kept these things for very long as a display piece once they were used.

Superman
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The Incredible Hulk
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Projectors

It would literally be impossible to find and locate every single projector that was produced in the 1970s for children.  Not only were they produced in abundance, but the types produced were quite varied as well.

Some projectors would show scenes on a wall, and others on a television-like screen that was projected from some kind of media that was inserted inside the unit itself.  Some used view master reels, others vertical, colored slides, and some even turn-style movie-like reels such as the one from Fisher Price.

Although these were a blast, please remember that this was the 1970s so, for those projectors that displayed their images on the wall, they were barely discernable, at best.  Not only were the internal light bulbs extremely low wattage and would burn out easily after time, but the projecting capability overall was extremely sub-par compared to what we see today.

In my opinion, the projectors that worked best were the ones that came equipped with their own television screen and, like the rear-projection television sets from the 80s and 90s, the image didn't have to go very far to display an image.

When found today, these are almost always broken, so finding one in intact shape that still works is a rare treat!

Fisher-Price Movie Viewer Theater Projector
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Kenner Give-a-Show Projector
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Show 'n Tell Projector
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View-Master Projector
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Pulsar – Raggedy Ann and Andy

Pulsar

One of the strangest action figure lines ever made during the seventies was that of Pulsar and his enemy, Hypnos.  This toy series was brought out by Mattel around 1976.  Reminiscent of the top half of Mr. Slim Good Body, to those who grew up in the later 1980s, the torsos of these figures were transparent, showing all of their internal organs.

What was really neat was that you could press a button on their backs and watch blood pump through their hearts.  I admit to having a Pulsar figure and, although I am slightly creeped out by him now, when I first had him I was amazed every single time I pressed that button on his back.  We, quite obviously, were easily entertained back then.

Figures:

-Hypnos

-Pulsar

Hypnos
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Pulsar

[image: image]

Playset:

Life Systems Center

Life Systems Center
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Punch Balls

Like paddle balls, punch balls didn't last very long due to the fact that repeated hits would eventually cause the elastic strap to break.  In addition, you could only hit these things so many times before your knuckles would go from red to bruised or, worse, cut/split due to the repeated boxing moves.

But let me tell you first-hand
































































Remco Copters – Robin Hood and his Merry Men































































Rodan – Safari Adventure










































































Sea Devils – Sew Magic















































Sherlock – Silly Putty
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Simon – Slade, Super Agent
















































































Slime – Smokey the Bear








































Snoopy Sno-Cone Machine – Space Academy






































































































































































Spirograph – Starroid Raiders
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Starsky and Hutch – Star Trek: The Motion Picture
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