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Love does not consist of gazing
at each other, but in looking outward
together in the same direction.

—Antoine de Saint-Exupéry
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Welcome, ye brave and eager souls. You are embarking on the wild and winding road toward marriage. It may not always be a pleasant journey. There may be storms. Dead ends. Forks in the road. Sleepless nights. There may even be a troll along the way in the form of a wayward future mother-in-law. But fear not, my intrepid friends.

I am here to guide you over the peaks and through the valleys of the wedding planning path. To teach you means of cunning and survival. To coax from you the inner bad-ass that will make your arrival at the end of the aisle as painless, rewarding, and (dare I say it) as much FUN as possible. Because, people, let’s remember that, at the end of the day, you’re only planning a party. Chances are, if you haven’t lived under a rock for most of your life, you’ve done this before on a smaller scale. So breathe. You got this. I promise. And I’m here to help.


 

Being a Broke-Ass Bride is not about how much you spend … it’s how you spend it!

 



Here’s the deal, though. I’m not going to bore you with all the regurgitated “budget wedding” advice you’ll find in typical books and magazines. I’m not going to offer you second-rate replacements and compromises to help you pinch your pennies. I’m not going to expect you to be anything you’re not. I won’t let you wallow in feelings of deprivation or sacrifice as you plan your wedding. I mean it. I won’t, so don’t ask me to.

Here’s what I can promise you. I will provide you with unique, outside-the-box tools and resources to stretch every dollar you spend to its fullest. Because being a Broke-Ass Bride isn’t about numbers and figures. It’s not a price range or a pejorative term. It’s certainly nothing to be ashamed of, or apologize for. Embracing your inner Broke-Ass means using creativity as currency to rock a bad-ass wedding without breaking the bank. This holds true regardless of your budget. It’s about crafting a wedding that’s an expression and extension of yourself, your style, and your values. Both of you, as a couple. A wedding that focuses as much on making the journey as enjoyable as the destination. The bottom line? Being a Broke-Ass Bride is not about how much you spend … it’s how you spend it!

who the heck am i, anyway?

Oh, hi. I’m Dana. I was never the typical girl who’d dreamed of her wedding since childhood. I had cohabitated with my partner for several years. I didn’t have many religious ties. Our families weren’t pressuring us toward the aisle. But I wanted the wedding for three primary reasons:


1. To wear the pretty dress.

2. To throw the best party in history.

3. To sing my love for my partner, Hunter, to the universe in front of our nearest and dearest.



I’d been waiting for that ring for five long years, and I didn’t want to have to compromise our vision for the wedding because of our financial limitations. So I made it my business to learn the art of wedding planning, in an effort to decode the mysteries and debunk the myths of the process and revise them until they fit me perfectly.

I devoured wedding websites, resources, and books with a voracious passion. But I quickly noticed a void in the market. Most of the budget books felt like generic “how to be cheap” guides. Their most creative advice was to “cut back on the guest list,” which involved placing frugality above individuality, or felt more appropriate for a previous generation than for today’s forward-thinking, progressive couples. Resources said “negotiate,” but none told me how.

The one place I felt a sense of relief was in the blogosphere, where I was discovering sites full of unique inspiration and whisperings of more highly stylized, highly personalized events. My brain started churning with ideas of how I could revolutionize traditional wedding planning for myself. I was so inspired that I started my own blog. I figured that other people must be facing similar woes, and I wanted to help them the way others had helped me. With that, the Broke-Ass Bride was born, and through the site, I’ve shared my bad-ass, budget-friendly advice with countless brides around the globe. And I planned myself one HELL of a party in the process!

Sharing my experiences and innovative savings tricks online only magnified how much my husband and I grew both individually and as a team during the wedding process. After pulling off a wedding, I feel like I can plan and execute just about anything else. So why waste all that new knowledge on just one day, or on just my day?

In retrospect, wedding planning was much as I imagine business school to be; and when I walked down that aisle, I felt as if I should have been handed a diploma as well as a ring. Treat this here tome as your textbook and playbook. (I’d call it a workbook, but wedding planning should never feel like a chore.)

Read the parts of this book that speak to you, but if something doesn’t, skip it! Not every piece of information or advice applies to every couple. Use the prompts I’ve included to help you find your path, log ideas and information, and springboard your own creativity. Learn from fellow Broke-Asses who not only survived their own wedding planning but also thrived as a result. Absorb all the tidbits and bytes of useful tools and tricks you’ll find peppered throughout like the hungry spongeling that you are, my friend!

And listen, I am of the belief that love and marriage know no gender—so to my LGBTQ friends, welcome! The good news is that my wedding wisdom applies to you, regardless of gender or orientation. The bad news for any male readers is that, for the sake of consistency, I have written this book as though a ladyfriend is reading it. Please feel free to substitute the pronoun of your choice, with my hearty support!

the big picture

From research and negotiation to delegation and DIY, my wedding planning perspective is the alchemy of turning your obstacles into opportunities. You’ll also be empowered with knowledge that you’ll use long after you get hitched!

Your wedding isn’t just one day. No carriage is gonna turn into a pumpkin at midnight, people. It is the beginning of your life as a married person. As a couple. As a team. The focus of your wedding should not be the expense. It is not about purchases, or timelines, or gratuity envelopes. It’s not even about beautiful dresses and photographers and music. It is about you, your partner, your love and commitment. It’s the beginning of a new phase of life, alongside a buddy who wants to be there with you every day. Which, you know … that’s pretty awesome in and of itself.

Approaching the planning process with this in mind can help you save money, save the earth, and save your sanity. Whether you’re learning to take baby steps outside of the box, or are ready to blow the lid off the whole thing, together we’ll cut through the noise of typical wedding how-tos and sculpt a unique wedding event that reflects your personalities and gives your guests memorable insight into your relationship, all while keeping that price tag down to a number that’s comfortable for you! We’re making frugal the new “F” word—and kicking dowdy notions of thriftiness and savings-savvy to the curb while we craft an event that’s truly priceless! 

Screw tradition and let your unorthodox light shine, if old-school ceremony doesn’t suit your style. Or revel in the ritual of convention and history, if that’s what makes your heart sing. Don’t confuse “expensive” with “better.” And don’t let self-consciousness impede your enjoyment of the process. There is no right or wrong, as long as you’re straight-up with yourselves and don’t compromise your truth.

DO honor your partner’s wishes and include him in the decision making. DO just be your wonderful selves, and let the day be a reflection of that. DO surrender to the joy, breathe in the bliss, and let go. DO say please and thank you a lot. (It’s simple, but so true.) Enjoy this rare moment, in which you really get to set yourself up for a fulfilling and fortunate future.

Now, doesn’t that sound like a great way to view the planning process? Let’s get this party started!
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Breaking the news

The rules of engagement

A pre-celebration celebration?

How to plan your perfect engagement party!

The host with the most

Those who can’t do … make reservations



Oh, my God! You’re engaged! That really happened. The magical mo-ment you’ve been waiting for. The question came. The answer was yes. Your life status (and Facebook status) is changing, big time. You’ve gone from “committed” to “future Mrs.” And that means a wedding is on the way. Holy crap, right?

No. Not holy crap. Not really. Not yet, at least.

Let’s take a step back. Time to set some ground rules.

[image: ] Bask in the afterglow!

Being engaged is just as important a phase as dating was, and as your marriage will be. Let yourselves settle into this one a bit before jumping forward. What that means exactly is for you to decide, but you have options:


• You can wait, and not tell anyone right away so that the two of you can just ride the rush of it together for a few sweet, privately happy days. Loll around in bed, order takeout, watch movies on the couch, make out heavily during said movies—you get the idea.

• You can simply share the good news with your nearest and dearest, and hold off on big public announcements for a little while, to ward off the rush of questions and expectations that almost always follow news of an impending marriage. “Oh, my God, when?” “Where?” “I’m invited, right?” “Can I bring my new boyfriend?” “Who’s in your bridal party?” “What should I wear?” “You’re not going to do X, are you?” “You absolutely HAVE TO do Y and Z.” “Here’s a subscription to a bridal magazine that’s sure to freak you out. ENJOY!”



Regardless of when you let the masses know, keep in mind that there is no rule that dictates how soon after the ring’s on your finger you must begin formal planning or set a wedding date. Do the engaged-and-loving-it thing for a while. Enjoy calling your partner your “fiancé(e).” It feels prêt-tay fan-cé(e), if you ask me. Trust me on this.

[image: ]

breaking the news

To be fair, ideally you should inform your parents, siblings, and closest friends first. That helps keep the likelihood of drama to a minimum, and a phone call or lunch date will suffice. After that, it’s really as simple as changing your relationship status on Facebook to “engaged,” sitting back, and watching the “likes” roll in. (But know that the same barrage of expectations and questions will proceed now, as well.) A newspaper announcement can make a fun keepsake, but for my money, it’s more worthwhile to do it after the wedding—to announce the marriage officially.

the rules of engagement

Now is the time to sit down with your partner and discuss the planning of the wedding. Note that I did not say discuss the wedding itself. As tempting as that topic is, you’ll have plenty of time for that later, trust me. In fact, you’ll talk about it so much that at some point, and I promise you this, you’ll want to gouge out your eyes, or the eyes of your beloved, or likely both. But right now, you and your intended need to hash out who wants to be responsible for what parts of the plan, and how involved either of you want to be with respect to the details.

“But, Dana!” you scream hysterically. “My partner isn’t interested in any of the details!”

Well, I’m sorry, but that shizz is just plain unacceptable.

Okay, fine, that’s not exactly true.

If you’re a super–Type A personality, or you’ve been imagining your wedding in great detail from the moment you broke free from your mother’s womb, then that may be exactly what you want—nay, need—from your partner. Hands-off, total agreement, nod-and-smile-style support.

If that doesn’t describe you (we’ll call you “Type Other”), you’ll have to gently introduce your partner to the inevitability of his role in the researching, planning, organizing, spreadsheeting, financing, and handing-you-Kleenex-during-the-meltdowns-of-wedding-planning reality.

Okay, well. Maybe. Or, you could brainstorm his talents and interests and break up the duties accordingly, like a couple of people in love. Who’s better at organization? Who’s a more skilled haggler? Who can research on the Internet like a boss? Who has a better eye for design?

Also, figure out who cares more about what. If you’re a major audiophile, it follows that you’d be a better choice to plan the playlist and DJ or band. If your partner is a typography or graphics nerd, let him take the lead on the invitation selection or design. And for the elements that neither of you love, either scratch them from the plan, because you’re allowed to omit anything you wish—it’s your wedding—or suck it up, divide, and plan to mutually conquer. (P.S.: The aforementioned point about it being your wedding will be repeated ad nauseam—get used to it.)
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And last, depending on your financial situation, this is a good time to discuss going on a “spending diet” to help you save for the wedding. And let’s be real—if you’re reading this book, you’re probably a good candidate for that. Blogger Anna Newell Jones of “And Then We Saved” suggests that you and your partner write down your “needs” for each month (rent, utilities, insurance, groceries, gas, etc.), budget for those, and then give yourselves an allowance for extras such as entertainment, dining out, clothes, and the like. Anything left over each month goes into your savings for the wedding! The website Mint.com provides excellent budgeting and financial tracking software to help you identify where you’re spending money each month and how to establish limits for yourself. It’s a lifesaver!

Remember, you are a team. Thus, teamwork is to be expected. And there is no i in “teamwork,” but there is an ass in “forced assistance.” So brace yourselves for the fact that sometimes it will be super fun, and sometimes it will be a total drag, but thems the ropes of planning a wedding. If you’re not in it to win it, maybe elope?

And if rewards-based systems work for you, work out one of those, too. Planning can be fun and mutually beneficial!

This is also a good time to discuss how to manage any possible disagreements that may come up. Find me a couple who agrees on every single aspect of their wedding from the get-go, and I’ll show you a purple people eater.

As you begin the process, it’s essential to understand that there are two people with two minds that are equally important, and that those minds will sometimes clash. This brings us to one of my favorite, and most commonly used, words in wedding planning: compromise. This means you’ll have to get great at choosing your battles, and at being generous. And if it comes down to a stalemate between the two of you, find the least biased, most trustworthy third party possible to be your tie-breaker, or flip a coin and suck it up if you lose.


Five Tips
FOR GETTING YOUR PARTNER EXCITED ABOUT WEDDING PLANNING


1. A chart with gold stars

2. Thinly veiled threats

3. Passive-aggressive Post-it notes left around the house

4. Bribes in the form of food, gifts, or money

5. Sexual favors





WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN YOU’RE … ENGAGED

Questions: People want to know the what, when, where, and why immediately. Try to be as patient as possible, while providing the vaguest possible responses, until you’ve got serious plans in place, such as signed contracts, dates set in stone, and so on.

[image: ]

Overwhelming information: A quick search online will turn up thousands of sites, online mags, and blogs with tons of inspiration and eye candy. Each will have hard-and-fast rules of their own, and they’ll all contain plenty of conflicting ideas and information. This is like that moment in high school or college when you look around the new school, identify the cliques and clubs, and target the ones that align best with your values and style. Don’t get pressured by loud claims of “trends” or “must-haves” or “colors of the year.”
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Coercion: The Wedding Industrial Complex, or WIC (see Glossary) is big and brawny, and its members are experts at manipulating young, curious, newbie bridal brains into believing that want supersedes need and that spending is one of your biggest keys to success. They make thriftiness sound cheap and dirty. They insinuate that details are deadly serious. They can infect your mind with “bloggability”—how bloggable will your wedding be? How do you ever expect to get it featured anywhere without the perfect mix of vendors, detail, and perfection?

Wake-up call, people! Your wedding is for YOU, and its bloggability or whatnot should be the very least of your concerns—unless the only reason for you to throw a wedding is in the hope that Martha Stewart will validate your aesthetic sensibilities by allowing you to grace the pages of her magazine. In that case, Godspeed, good friend. I can probably be of little help to you.

[image: ] Fan your fire for desire!

Put a moratorium on wedding talk one night per week. This is for your sanity and the sake of your relationship. Treat this night as gospel. Sacred space. Make planning a pariah. Do something—anything—fun together and just pretend you’re not engaged at all. Or that you’re already married. Whichever feels more natural. Keeping the romance alive is crucial during wedding planning, and couples often accidentally neglect it. Who wants to end up at the end of the aisle feeling totally romantically disconnected from his or her partner? The point is, ix-nay on the edding-way alk-tay, for realsies. And surprise your partner with something sweet once in a while, for no reason at all. You’ll thank me later.

 


SUGGESTED NON-WEDDING-RELATED-
Date-Night Ideas
FOR BROKE-ASSES


• Mini-golf

• Bowling

• Picnic in the park with delicious sandwiches, wine, and mandatory necking

• Clothing-optional board games or strip poker

• Movie night

• Anything you can find on one of those daily deals sites

• Stand-up comedy shows

• Happy hour

• Wine and cheese night at home

• Cook a meal together, try new recipes (like one from this book!), and dine by candlelight



 …  and remember, anything is more fun with a flask of booze stashed in your purse. And/or with fewer clothes. Get creative!



a pre-celebration celebration?

An engagement party is a great way to kick off a purposefully long engagement. It allows you to get your feet wet in the festive side of things, and can ease some of the “but I want attention / a party / to wear a pretty dress, and I want it now” anxiety that might otherwise jettison you into an early planning frenzy. There are as many ways to gather loved ones to celebrate your engagement as there are ways to plan a wedding, so the key is figuring out which party is right for you, if any at all.

And if, for whatever reason, you decide to get married within the next six months or earlier, you can skip the engagement party because, woman, you have a lot to do! Toast with Champagne, do a happy dance, and skip ahead to Chapter 2.

how to plan your perfect engagement party!

Engagement parties do bring up the question of etiquette. I’m all for wedding “rule” anarchy (even though I’ve included my own “rules” throughout this book—but, hey, it’s my book, I make the rules … about rules, dammit!), but you might want to consider your guests and their easily bruised egos early on. Generally, if someone is invited to the engagement party, there’s a level of expectation that he or she will be included as a wedding guest as well. If you’re leaning toward a limited guest list for the actual nuptials, consider only your immediate family and closest friends for an intimate pre-party. And remember, a lot can change if you’re planning a longer engagement. I don’t want to harsh your mellow, but here are some real issues to consider:

FINANCIAL STABILITY: If you’re counting on stowing away a little of each paycheck in your wedding fund, bear in mind that the economy is always in flux and employment situations can change at a moment’s notice. I’ve seen many a hopefully huge wedding and its guest list get cut back by necessity because of job loss. It ain’t pretty, but it’s real life, kiddo. This could leave your engagement party attendees hanging without an invitation to the main event; and while one would hope that people are sympathetic to the fallout of economic instability, rational thought sometimes falls by the wayside in wedding-or-ego–related matters.

PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE: As tempting or fun as an engagement party may be, take a moment and really consider whether you’d rather spend your money on that, or save it for your wedding budget, honeymoon, or newlywedded life. If you can live without the betrothal bash and practice patience now, it may allow you to splurge on something more valuable to you later on.


BROKE-ASSES IN ACTION
More Reader “Date-Night” Ideas

We asked our readers to weigh in with their favorite broke-ass date-night ideas. Here are some of the best responses!

“A bottle of wine and old school 007 on the Nintendo 64!”

—CAITLIN COAN

“Arcade, then food truck dining!”

—DESTINY ADRIANA LOPEZ

“Pack a backpack full of treats and go to a movie! (Burritos for waiting in line, kettle corn, dark chocolate, and coconut water for later.)”

—FREIDA RAVASCO NEIMAN

“Cheap bottle of wine on the beach at night!”

—KIRA BENDER

“Ten-dollar tandem bike rental at the local park.”

—FAITH HOWELL

“Bake and decorate cookies while watching a movie—artistic, crafty, and it has the potential to be very sexy.”

—ELIZABETH ANNE HAMILTON

“A striptease doesn’t cost a dime.”

—KARISSSA VACKER GILL



the host with the most

Engagement parties usually come to life in one of two ways. If people close to you are offering to throw one for you, and you want to take them up on it, find out how much ownership they want over the theme and details. (Like everything else surrounding your wedding, you don’t have to accept help/input/ideas if it’s not comfortable for you.) Use your best judgment in terms of how much to share your preferences or ideas with them, and offer to assist as much as possible in order to show gratitude, keep an eye on things, and make sure they stay aligned with your values. This is a great chance to practice the art of saying “Thank you so much,” and “That’s a terrific idea, but actually, we’d prefer this.” You’ll need that skill, sister.

The other option is to throw your own party. If hosting in your home isn’t an ideal location, look into local parks and picnic areas, recreation centers, or community halls. If you’re having it in your hometown, see if the elementary, middle, or high school you attended would accommodate you, and give your guests a peek into your history as a bonus. When you can bring in your own food, party platters are the least effort-and-expense solution. Loads of restaurants offer large tray self-catering options, which they’ll either deliver or you can pick up and handle the service yourself. Price out several options in your area and pick which best fits your taste and budget! Also check with any food trucks in your ’hood to see if they’ll roll by your location and serve for an hour. See the “Hint” for ways to control guest consumption when there’s a menu in the mix!

For brides who are a bit more hands-on and don’t mind getting their hands dirty, here are a few fun, budget-friendly DIY ideas:

kick-ass ideas for hosting your own broke-ass engagement fête!

A FIESTA-THEMED PICNIC IN THE PARK


• Mix up a big batch of margaritas and/or sangria (What’s that, you say? You need a good recipe for that?—BOOM).

• Decorate with some papel picado (Mexican wedding flags) or colorful banners.

• Cut off the tops a few dollar-store sombreros, stick a Mason jar in the middle, and fill the jar with colorful farmer’s market blooms.

• Put some Gipsy Kings on your iPod.

• Set up a build-your-own nacho/taco/burrito bar. ¡Olé!




HOT TIP: Make sure you’re free to celebrate in a public park without a permit—and trust me, it’s best to keep any adult beverages hidden away in plastic, colored cups.



A FAMILY-STYLE ITALIAN DINNER


• Cook up a heap of spaghetti or your favorite pasta dish (baked ziti bake-off, anyone?), and make a giant salad.

• Stick a bunch of candles in old wine bottles.

• Mix up a big batch of sangria (bulk drinks are your friend; I’m sure you’re getting the hint).

• Put out some crusty bread in baskets with herbed butter in baby-food jars for centerpieces.

• Make up a playlist of Sinatra, Rosemary Clooney, and Tony Bennett. ¡Salud!



AN EXOTIC POTLUCK


• Pick a style of food, and ask each of your guests to bring a dish that suits. Explore the flavors of India, Greece, Mexico, Italy, Africa, or the Middle East!

• Provide drinks, some light appetizers, and a salad. Everybody wins.

• Have a multicultural dinner and assign each guest a different region of food to represent, for maximum variety.



A SUSHI-ROLLING SOIRÉE


• Here’s a sushi setup for a fun, interactive dining experience. Pick up inexpensive bamboo rolling mats, chopsticks, and seaweed sheets.

• Grab a few bottles of sake and some Japanese beer—and you’ve got yourself a party!



A WINE AND CHEESE TASTING PARTY


• Everyone brings a bottle of wine priced under $15 dollars.

• You supply a few hunks of cheese, cornichon pickles, olives, almonds, and crackers.

• Put each bottle of wine in a paper bag, number it, and hand out paper and pens for “tasting notes.” Compare what flavors people identify and what they’d rate the wine price as, then do a big reveal!



[image: paper lanterns]




those who can’t do … make reservations

Square away some tables or a private room at your favorite local restaurant and invite your favorite local people. There’s absolutely nothing wrong with keeping it super-simple.


HINT: Speak with the management about negotiating a set, limited menu to keep your costs under control. For our rehearsal dinner, we worked out a deal with our local Mexican restaurant and planned a “burrito-only” menu to accompany prearranged orders of guacamole, quesadillas, chips, and salsa. We printed out easy menus for each place setting to let people know their options, and everyone loved it. No reason you can’t do the same for your engagement party.



And on that note, there’s also no reason your guests can’t pay for their own dinners at your engagement party. They’re people who love you. They want to celebrate with you. If it means shelling out a few bones for that pleasure, they’ll do it. Or they just won’t come, and they’ll miss all the fun.

In short, there’s no reason not to celebrate, if you want to!
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BROKE-ASSES IN ACTION
Take It from a Pro

Broke-Ass team member Liz Coopersmith of Silver Charm Events is our wedding planner–in–residence. Here’s what she has to say about navigating the waters of newbie bridedom:


“You are not supposed to know how to do any of this, so you need to give yourself a break, right now. Odds are, this is the first time you’ve planned an event for 100+ people, and it will probably be one of the last. There is no inborn girl gene that is going to help you. There’s just time and resources and learning, and making the best choices for you. The only pressure you have is the one that you’re creating. You have everything that you need in order to get what you want. Remind yourself of that as many times as necessary.

It’s funny, because the question my brides ask me the most is, ’Can I do this?’ Whatever it is.

There’s only one rule that I stand by in Wedding World: have the wedding that you want. Whatever that looks like to you. It doesn’t matter if no one has done it before, it doesn’t matter if everyone has done it before. It’s your wedding, it’s the only time you’re going to have this expression of who the two of you are as a couple. Hold on to that.

So, when one of my brides asks me if she can do this or that, my answer is always yes. Of course. You just have to figure out how.

And I’m not saying there isn’t a lot of outside pressure: ‘Your wedding is the best day of your life.’ ‘Your wedding day is the first day of the rest of your life.’ But today is the first day of the rest of your life, too. And so is tomorrow, and your wedding is not going to be the last ‘best day’ that you have.”
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Three steps in the right direction

Decoding destination weddings

Guest-listomania!

Everything you need to know about STDs (save-the-dates, people!)

You’ve got a friendor  … 

What’s up, doc? The day-of coordinator

Budgeting: a cautionary tale

Relying on the kindness of others



First things first. Now that you’ve begun planning in earnest, I expect that you’re balls deep in that We’re planning a wedding—now what? feeling of hysteria. Fret not: nearly all couples come down with a nasty case of it, once the initial high of the proposal starts to wear off and the reality of planning a wedding starts to take hold. Repeat after me: it’s going to be okay.

three steps in the right direction

STEP ONE: WE CAN HAVE LOTS OF FUN!

(Oh, what? Am I the only NKOTB here? I bet not!) Dispense with the typical checklists, and use wedding planning calendars sparingly. Instead, let’s create a curriculum tailored for your priorities and with a time frame that suits your unique needs and desires as a couple.

When Hunter and I were first engaged, we were crazy overwhelmed. There were so many options, checklist items, possibilities that we didn’t know where to start. So we sat down to hammer out what mattered most and what we could let go. We quickly realized that, to us, the wedding wasn’t just “an event” or “one day”; rather, it was a new beginning and we wanted to kick it all off with that in mind.

Oh, and it had to be a bad-ass party! As we

STEP TWO:
THERE’S SO MUCH WE CAN DO!
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STEP THREE: IT’S JUST YOU AND ME!
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TOP FOUR IDEAS FOR
Saving on the When and Where







decoding destination weddings






A Handful of Great Savings Sites

DESIGNER-SPECIFIC SITES











DAILY-DEAL SITES













BROKE-ASSES IN ACTION
Destination Weddings
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guest-listomania!












wedding math can be fun

CALCULATING YOUR INVITATION COUNT
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everything you need to know about STDs (save-the-dates, people!)


[image: ]





GREAT RESOURCES FOR ELECTRONIC
Save-the-Date Cards










you’ve got a friendor  … 













what’s up, doc? The day-of coordinator















BROKE-ASSES IN ACTION
Day-of Coordinators
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budgeting: a cautionary tale






[image: ] As long as you end up married, you win.

relying on the kindness of others
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