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      Beneath the graceful boughs of an ancient willow, Eliza Whitmore finds a world apart from the rigid expectations of her aristocratic life. But when she encounters Thomas Hewitt—the estate’s under-gardener with a scholar’s mind and a passion for growth—she discovers a love as deep and untamed as the roots of the tree that shelters them.

      Thomas is everything Eliza has been taught to avoid—humble in station but rich in intellect and spirit. Drawn together by whispered conversations and stolen moments in his hidden nursery, their love defies class, convention, and the looming shadow of her arranged future.

      Yet secrets buried in the soil of Whitmore Manor threaten to unravel everything Eliza has ever known. A forbidden romance. A legacy of lost love. And a truth that could change everything.

      Perfect for fans of sweeping historical romance, forbidden love, and heart-tugging emotional journeys, Whispers of the Willow is a tale of passion, defiance, and the courage to root oneself in love—no matter the cost.
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      The ancient willow tree stood at the boundary between Whitmore Manor’s manicured gardens and the wild meadows beyond. Its sweeping branches created a blanket of dappled shadows and whispered secrets—a sanctuary where Eliza Whitmore sought solace from the suffocating propriety of her life.

      On this particular spring morning, with dew still clinging to the grass and birdsong filling the air, Eliza slipped away from her chaperone. Her ivory muslin dress briefly caught on a bramble as she ducked beneath the willow’s protective curtain, forming a small tear at the hem—evidence of her rebellion that would later require explanation.

      The cool morning air caressed her skin, carrying with it the sweet scent of blooming flowers and the promise of new beginnings.

      “Oh!” she gasped, realizing she was not alone in her secret place.

      A young man stood by the trunk, carefully cutting a slender branch with a small knife. His shirt sleeves were rolled up to the elbows, revealing sun-bronzed forearms that spoke of days spent working outdoors. When he looked up, Eliza found herself captivated by eyes the color of summer leaves, an unexpected flutter warming her chest. Something in his gaze—a spark of intelligence and warmth—made her breath catch in her throat.

      “Forgive me, miss,” he said, quickly straightening and tucking the knife away. His voice was rich and melodious, with a hint of an accent she couldn’t quite place. “I didn’t expect anyone to be here so early.”

      “This is my father’s property,” Eliza replied, her voice carrying more tremor than authority. She lifted her chin slightly, attempting to mask her surprise and the sudden, inexplicable nervousness that had taken hold of her. “What are you doing to this tree?”

      His smile transformed his already handsome face into something that made her heart race, revealing a dimple in his left cheek that Eliza found utterly charming. “Not harming it, I promise. Just borrowing a bit of its magic, with no harm done.”

      “Magic?” Eliza couldn’t help but smile, her curiosity overcoming her awareness that she should leave immediately. “But, who are you?”

      “Thomas Hewitt, miss. I started as the under-gardener last week.” He bowed slightly, awkward yet earnest. “Mr. Patterson hired me to help rejuvenate the eastern gardens.” And you must be Miss Whitmore.”

      “I am,” Eliza confirmed, stepping closer. Her gaze drifted to the bundle of slender willow branches he had carefully wrapped in damp cloth. “And what are these… what sort of magic are you stealing from our willow?”

      “The future children of this grand old tree,” he said, his voice tinged with reverence. His fingers lightly brushed the ancient trunk with a tenderness that made Eliza acutely aware of her own hands, clasped too tightly before her. “With proper care, each cutting can grow into a new willow, continuing this one’s legacy.”

      “You can create new trees from branches?” Eliza peered at the cuttings with genuine interest. “Will they really grow from just these?”

      “I can indeed. A bit like sorcery, isn’t it?” His eyes twinkled. “With proper care, yes. Life finds a way to continue, even from the smallest beginning.”

      “More like science, I imagine,” Eliza mused.

      “Science, magic—two words for the same miracle.” He shrugged, the movement causing a lock of dark hair to fall across his forehead. “Life finding a way to continue.”

      “You speak of trees as if they were nobility,” Eliza observed. She found his passion infectious, warming her from within.

      “Some have better bloodlines than many who claim noble birth,” he replied with a hint of mischief. Then, realizing his boldness, he added, “I beg your pardon, miss. My tongue runs ahead of my sense sometimes.”

      “No offense taken, Mr. Hewitt. I find your perspective… refreshing.” She stepped closer, examining the wrapped cuttings.

      Thomas carefully adjusted the damp cloth protecting the cuttings. His hands moved with a gentle precision that Eliza found mesmerizing.

      “I’ve prepared a small nursery by the stream—away from this tree’s influence. Willows are generous with their beauty but jealous with their soil.”

      The way he spoke—with passion and knowledge—drew Eliza closer still. “Jealous?”

      “Old trees like this one protect their domain. They release substances that prevent other plants from competing for their resources.” Thomas’s eyes met hers, and something unspoken passed between them, a current as tangible as the morning breeze. The air seemed to crackle with possibility. “Nature has its own hierarchy, its own rules
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