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And now, Israel, what doth the Lord thy God require of thee, but to fear the Lord thy God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the Lord thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul, 

Deuteronomy 10:12
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Preface: What God Asks of You: A Guide to Life for Those Who Call on the Name of the Lord
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The origin of this book
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This book was born from a question that the Spirit of God placed on the heart of Pastor Pedro Montoya with an insistence that admits no delay: how many of the people who confess the name of Jesus truly know what God demands of their lives? Not what religious tradition has taught, not what ecclesiastical culture has normalized, but what the Word of the Lord establishes with precision for the man and woman who have drawn near to Him to serve Him.

The answer that the Spirit of God progressively revealed over several weeks of study, teaching, and exposure to the Word was challenging: the vast majority do not know. Not because the answer is absent from the Scriptures — it is written with clarity from the book of Deuteronomy to the Gospel of John — but because what many know is a reduced, selective, and in many cases distorted version of the gospel of the kingdom of heaven. A version that emphasizes the promises and falls silent before the demands, that celebrates the blessings and avoids the judgments, that invites people to love God but does not teach how that love is learned.

This book is, in its origin, a series of pastoral teachings delivered week by week to a congregation of believers. Its form was oral before it was written. That is why the reader will find in these pages not only doctrinal content, but the tone of someone speaking to his people: direct, pastoral, confrontational when the Word demands it, and always oriented toward concrete application in daily life.
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The Foundational Text
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All the content of this book is built upon a single verse of the Holy Scriptures — one of the briefest and at the same time one of the most comprehensive in terms of what God demands of human beings. It is found in Deuteronomy, chapter 10, verse 12:

“And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to Him, to love Him, to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.”  (Deuteronomy 10:12)

In a single verse, the Spirit of God through the mouth of Moses condenses four precise and interrelated instructions that constitute the protocol of life that God demands of everyone who draws near to Him. These four instructions are not options from which the believer may choose the one that seems best. Nor are they four independent stages that can be practiced in any order. They are a sequential protocol: each instruction makes the next one possible, and no one can stand without the one that precedes it.

The first instruction is to fear God. The second is to walk in all His ways. The third is to love Him. The fourth is to serve Him with all your heart and with all your soul. Nine chapters. Four instructions. One God who demands, who corrects, and who transforms.

What this verse says did not expire with the Old Testament. The Word of God has no expiration date. The work of the cross does not nullify the demands of Deuteronomy 10:12; it validates and deepens them, because it was precisely so that human beings could fulfill them that Christ died and rose again. The cross is the provision of life, not an exemption from responsibility.
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Purpose and Nature of This Book

[image: ]


This is not a book of theological knowledge in the academic sense of the term. It does not aim to add information to the reader’s mind. Its purpose is to produce correction, instruction, and transformation in the lives of those who read it. There is a fundamental difference between reading to learn and reading to be corrected. The first feeds the mind; the second transforms the life. This book is written for the second purpose.

The life of faith, according to these pages, does not consist in having professed Christ once, nor in accumulating years of attendance at a congregation, nor in building an impressive record of religious practices. It consists in walking in accordance with what God has determined: in obedience, in righteousness, in truth, in surrender, in genuine love toward Him. Many believers, honest and well-intentioned, are walking parallel to the Lord’s paths without walking upon them. This book was written so that this difference may be identified, understood, and corrected.

In this sense, the book does not shy away from confrontation. It confronts the idea that the contemporary gospel is an exclusive system of promises and blessings. It confronts the confusion between emotional love and biblical love. It confronts the self-deception of the believer who knows much but does little. It confronts the tendency to define spiritual life by external practices rather than by interior reality. And it does so always from the Word — with texts ranging from Genesis to Revelation, and with biblical examples that illustrate both the correct path and the most frequent detours.
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How This Book Is Structured
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The eleven chapters of this book follow a pedagogical progression that corresponds to the development of the four instructions in Deuteronomy 10:12. The first two chapters establish the doctrinal context and spiritual framework from which everything that follows must be read.

Chapters three through eleven develop in depth the instructions of the verse, beginning with the fear of God and advancing toward love. A panoramic overview of each chapter follows:
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Chapter 1. Who Is the God We Serve?

[image: ]


The book opens with a question that the Spirit of God places before the believing people: who is the God you truly serve? Not a philosophical question, but a practical one. Drawing from Isaiah 29:13, the central diagnosis of the book is established: there is a people who honor God with their lips but whose heart is far from Him. The chapter distinguishes between referential knowledge of God and experiential knowledge, argues that the life of faith does not consist in accumulating doctrine but in developing intimate communion with the Spirit of God, and presents three demands from Isaiah 29 itself to guard against falling into that condition: knowing the times of God’s visitation, recognizing when one is under divine judgment, and not becoming accustomed to covering up one’s faults.
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Chapter 2. The Judgments of God
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Before entering the protocol of Deuteronomy 10:12, the book establishes a doctrine that the contemporary gospel has silenced: the judgments of God. This chapter demonstrates that judgments are not a topic exclusive to the Old Testament or to God’s dealings with Israel, but a constitutive dimension of the gospel of the kingdom of heaven that extends from Genesis to Revelation.

Drawing from texts such as John 9:39, Romans 2:2–3, and 1 Peter 4:17, it is established that judgments serve a corrective rather than punitive purpose: to lead human beings to repentance. The chapter studies the principle of escalation in Leviticus 26, John the Baptist’s baptism of fire as a category of purification, and two specific reasons why judgments come into the believer’s life: unresolved soulish elements, and having taken advantage of or mocked another’s misfortune.
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Chapter 3. The Fear of God
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Chapter three enters directly into the first of the four instructions of Deuteronomy 10:12: to fear the Lord your God. It establishes that the fear of God is not a feeling that arrives spontaneously, but an awareness that men and women actively develop. This awareness consists in understanding that one stands before the presence of the Lord at all times and in all places, and that out of respect for Him one avoids the things that displease Him.

The chapter distinguishes the fear of God from mere religious conscience, underscores that it is a decision and not an emotion, and develops one of its deepest dimensions: understanding that God works even when He is not seen. The examples of Jacob at Bethel, Gideon, the multiplication of the loaves, Elijah, and the widow of Zarephath illustrate this understanding.

The chapter closes with the warning that the believer who has not developed the fear of God is incapable of setting limits on their own nature, as demonstrated by the contrast between Joseph before Potiphar’s wife and those who expose themselves without restraint.
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Chapter 4. How to Develop the Fear of God
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Since the fear of God is an awareness that is actively developed, this chapter answers the practical question: how? Through three foundations. The first is understanding with transforming conviction that life belongs to God, that He gives it and takes it away, drawing from texts such as Deuteronomy 32:39, 1 Samuel 2:6, and the case of Paul on the road to Damascus.

The second is the exercise of respect for life and for the person, grounded in the fact that every human being bears the image and likeness of God, developed through examples such as the Egyptian midwives in Exodus 1, Leviticus 19, James 2, and the last five commandments. The third is the decision to call abominable the things that God calls abominable, studied through 2 Corinthians 6:14–18 and the warning against the gospel of accommodation to the world.
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Chapter 5. Walking in the Ways of God
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Chapter five addresses the second instruction of Deuteronomy 10:12: to walk in all His ways. It establishes a distinction that is both liberating and confrontational: the Lord’s ways are not predetermined processes, not external formulas or lists of behaviors that, if followed, guarantee being in the will of God. They are acts and actions that enjoy the good pleasure of God.

Two biblical cases illustrate this powerfully: Joseph, the husband of Mary, who acted with righteousness even though his action differed from what the law stipulated, and the prophet Elijah beside the brook Cherith, who received food from ravens — meat and bread of questionable origin according to the law — and yet was walking in the Lord’s ways.

The chapter then develops the two foundations of the ways of God: knowing and understanding God sufficiently to discern what comes from Him and what does not, and maintaining the purity of one’s calling in the face of economic, family, and social pressures that seek to compromise one’s vocation.
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Chapter 6. The Obstacles That Prevent Walking in the Lord’s Ways
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Before defining the characteristics of the Lord’s ways, chapter six precisely identifies the two main impediments that block access to them. It opens with a section responding to whether it is possible to be certain that one is walking the ways of God, analyzing texts such as Proverbs 16:7, Deuteronomy 28:1–2, and Isaiah 54:15–17, and warning that these promises are not universal but the inheritance of those who truly walk the Lord’s ways.

The first obstacle is rejecting spiritual benefits in favor of material interests: illustrated with the parable of the pearl of great price, the episode of Martha and Mary, Deuteronomy 30:19, Psalm 109, the calling of Elisha, and the scene in Exodus 32 where only one tribe out of twelve responded to the Lord’s summons.

The second obstacle is being unaware of the spiritual weight carried by all things: developed from 1 John 2:15–17, Psalm 1, Leviticus, the Epistle of Jude, and the reality that objects, music, images, and environments carry spiritual burdens that contaminate and distance one from the Lord’s ways.
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Chapter 7. The Characteristics of the Lord’s Ways
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So that the believer may evaluate with solid grounding whether they are walking in the will of God, this chapter studies three characteristics of the Lord’s ways through three biblical cases.

The first is Moses in Numbers 20, where he struck the rock twice instead of speaking to it as God instructed: the first characteristic is that the Lord’s ways are walked in obedience. Where there is disobedience, rebellion, or pride, there are no Lord’s ways — regardless of how many religious elements are present.

The second is King David confronted by the prophet Nathan in 2 Samuel 12: the second characteristic is that the Lord’s ways are walked in righteousness. Where there is unrepaired injustice, there are no Lord’s ways, and God’s forgiveness does not cancel the need to make amends for the damage caused.

The third is the Apostle Peter and his denial of Jesus in Matthew 26, contrasted with his restoration in John 21: the third characteristic is that the Lord’s ways are walked in truth, not in words. The coherence between what one declares and what one lives is irreplaceable.
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