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				To Cory and Brandon, for proving that respect, understanding, love, laughter, and bravery are the essentials of being great parents . . .

				And their son Xander, for making them a family.

				

				Candice Olson is one of North America’s leading designers and most recognized media personalities. As designer and host of Divine Design with Candice Olson and Candice Tells All, she is a favorite with viewers on W Network in Canada and HGTV in the U.S. Each week she brings a wealth of design experience and an attitude that is smart, witty, and truly unique into over 115 million North American households.

				After earning her degree from the School of Interior Design at Ryerson University in Toronto, Candice launched an exciting commercial and residential design business. Considered “the one to watch” by The New York Times, Candice continued to receive accolades and media attention for her distinctive and exceptional work.
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				Candice’s foray into television began when a local TV station profiled one of her award-winning design projects. Her unique approach to residential design and engaging personality led to a weekly stint as a design contributor to the show. Viewer demand for “more Candice!” led to the creation of the hit series Divine Design with Candice Olson. Candice and the show quickly won a huge and loyal audience and went on to achieve a milestone of over 200 episodes after eight seasons. Divine Design with Candice Olson continues to receive rave reviews and recognition around the world, including the more than 160 countries where the series has aired.

				In 2005, Candice launched “The Candice Olson Collection,” her own successful brand of licensed product lines, including upholstered furniture, fabrics, wallpaper, lighting, carpeting, case goods, and bedding. Candice’s signature style is one she describes as “a fusion of traditional form, scale, and proportions with the clean, crisp, simple beauty of modern design.” For more information, visit www.candiceolson.com.

				The continued demand for “more Candice!” brought her to wider audiences through guest appearances on television shows such as The Today Show, Live! with Regis and Kelly, The View, and The Oprah Winfrey Show. Candice writes a bi-weekly newspaper column syndicated in over 400 newspapers across North America and is a frequent contributor to design magazines both in Canada and the U.S. For two seasons, Candice has been featured as a Celebrity Judge for the prime time hit reality show HGTV Design Star.

				Candice spends her free time with her family, skiing in the winter and relaxing at the beach in summer. A native of Calgary, Alberta, she lives in Toronto with her husband and two children.
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				Crafters’ Heaven

				Designed with sewing and crafting in mind, this unfinished space becomes a haven for the whole family.

				A Night at the Movies

				A home theater and space for hip-hop provide this underutilized basement with new purpose for three sisters and their mom.

				Designed for a Drummer

				A top-to-bottom reno gives this young family a place to rock out, chill out, or just play.
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				A total redo of this 1950s “wreck room” offers a dedicated scrapbooker room to create.
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				Family Room Facelift

				Paint and lighting change this room from dark and dated to warm and welcoming.

				Asian Roots

				A showplace Japanese garden sets the theme for a family room makeover that marries minimalism and comfort in simply perfect style.

				Updated Neighborhood Pub

				A small, dark basement becomes a cozy, inviting place for entertaining family and friends.

				Just What the Doctor (and Nurse) Ordered

				The cure for cold, dark, and creepy? Light, warm, and cozy!

				Championship Season

				A couple’s sports memorabilia guides the radical makeover of this purple playroom.

				The Ultimate Guys’ Space

				Theater seating and a big-screen TV transform an underutilized basement into a super-cool hangout for a single dad and his sons.

				Casual Cottage Style

				This great room says bye-bye plastic bins and dark brick, hello abundant storage and fresh cottage look.

				Log-Cabin Living

				Making the best of what was great and fixing what wasn’t transforms this great room from rural shabby to rustic chic.

				Style Plus Substance

				Yes, you can have a baby-friendly living room that’s high style and urban cool!


			

		

	
		
			
				Want to know where Candice shops?

				As her fans around the world know, Candice Olson sources out the most amazing products from her favorite suppliers across North America, and now you can gain access too!  

				Visit www.candiceolson.com to find detailed information about the materials and products from all of her spectacular rooms in this book.  

				Happy shopping!
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				Introduction

				In the past, family rooms were quite often thought of as simply rec (or even wreck!) rooms: that lost abyss, a dungeon-like space whose use was relegated to nothing more than pillow fights and dodge ball. Even its title, “family room,” may have come from the fact that no one outside of immediate family was allowed to set foot in the space for fear they should suspect that it harbored a pack of wild hyenas! Well, being a family room today is no easy feat. As a designer, I’ll admit, it’s one of the most important and challenging spaces to design, because it often needs to be all things to all people of all ages and all of their interests. Whew! That’s a lot of pressure on one room!

				A typical family room today might have on its “to-do” list entertaining, studying, office work, hobbies and crafts, exercising, meetings or parties, viewing movies and TV, gaming (even the “old-fashioned” variety), listening to and/or making music, or preparing and serving food and beverages—the list is varied and endless. On top of the careful planning that goes into creating space for all of these functions, most of these activities come with “stuff”—very specific stuff that needs to be stored quickly and with ease.

				In addition, the multi-generational, multipurpose nature of these spaces requires specific and personalized seating, furnishings, and lighting solutions. It’s important that the space be sufficiently functional and comfortable to suit the needs of one or many.

				Last but definitely not least, all of this planning and function have to come together in a beautiful and stylish manner that reflects the personality of the family while withstanding both the test of time and the rigors of being well used—and, if my own family is any indication, often abused!
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				We’ve just completed a large renovation of our entire home . . . and no, it isn’t easier given what I do! The motivation for the entire project started with the family room—or lack thereof in the design of the old house. With our kids out of diapers and into soccer cleats and figure skates, we lacked an indoor space where our active kids could go and be active. Our new basement family room is decidedly more kid-focused right now, with high-impact drywall that can take the constant beating of hockey snapshots and skateboard runs. However, whether it’s lighting, storage, flooring, or other beautiful yet practical finishes, the bones of a well-designed family room are all there. They will allow the room to grow and evolve as our family does.

				I have visions of a home theater and satellite kitchen for entertaining in our future—just as soon as the danger of getting hit in the head by a flying puck subsides and my own pack of hyenas settles down a wee bit!
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				Party Central

				Challenge

				Della’s basement is “capital D” Dated! It is totally stuck in the 1960s, with worn, avocado-green carpet, uneven floors, chopped-up spaces, and miles of paneling. The basement nevertheless sees lots of use for family games, karaoke, air hockey, and even a little homework. But Della and her family are part of a big group of friends who do everything together, including hosting parties on a rotating basis, and Della dreads bringing them to this dark and outdated room. She’d love a chic, contemporary place that can handle everything from dancing and air-hockey tournaments to watching TV and entertaining friends.
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				BEFORE: This basement was stuck way back in the 1960s, with tons of paneling, ugly flooring and carpet, and dated furniture. It didn’t matter if kids spilled grape juice on the carpet, but it certainly wasn’t a room to share with anyone outside the immediate family.
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				AFTER: Bright creamy paint and new wood-look vinyl flooring instantly update the space. A large, new sectional provides plenty of comfy seating for crowds, with another cozy conversation area centered on the fireplace.

				

				[image: 9781118276679-fg0104.tif]

				[image: 9781118276679-fg0103.TIF]

				Solution

				•	I started by organizing this huge space into zones: An entertainment and TV zone takes up the main area; a lounge zone snuggles up to the fireplace; an office/study area gives new function to a cubicle to the right of the fireplace; and an expanded games zone takes over a small storage room to the left of the fireplace.

				•	To hold demolition to a minimum, I decided to keep the paneling and give it a whole new look with paint. The carpet and flooring had to go, however, and I replaced them with a wood-look vinyl flooring that’s party-practical, hard-wearing, and perfect for covering uneven basement floors.

				•	The focal point of the new TV zone is a new, built-in big-screen TV with stereo components and speakers, but to make room for it, I had to open up the concrete-block support wall along one side of the room and install a steel beam support. Then I constructed a niche for the custom-built media center cabinetry.

				•	To create the new games room, I stole a little space from the adjacent laundry room and installed an elegant bar. Now the air-hockey table can move front and center, and there’s storage for all of the board games too.

				•	The basement badly needed more lighting. I used a combination of recessed and pendant fixtures to spread light around the room and direct attention away from the stucco ceiling.
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				A sleek, new wood mantel gives the stone fireplace a more contemporary character, and a pair of modern lamps brings cozy light to this end of the room. A big basement needs large-scale furniture, so I chose four wing chairs upholstered in soft, pumpkin-color leather to create a lounging
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