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Chapter 1 – We all have our exits

 


Cure for toothache

Walter Hallas
was so afraid of the dentist he asked a friend to cure his
toothache with a punch to the jaw. His mate obliged and when he was
hit he fell to the ground and died later from a fractured
skull.

 


Mark Waldron
appearing at the Magistrates Court said that he never intended to
hurt Waiter. ‘We had always been good mates. The only reason I did
it was because he asked.’

 


The Coroner Mr
James Walker said “This is an unusual case. It is quite clear that
it is an unwise course to take, if one is suffering from toothache,
to do what happened here.” He recorded a verdict of accidental
death.

 


Cliff hanger

A young couple
lying on a crumbling edge of a 220ft cliff never completed their
love making because the man fell his death.

 


The Isle of
Wight Coroner recorded a verdict of accidental death on Michael
Richardson aged 20 of Hampden Park, Eastbourne.

 


The inquest
heard the man’s girlfriend Miss Fiona Cole aged 25, of Sandown,
Isle of Wight, described her ordeal. The police said that they were
satisfied that her story was true.

 


Shortage of alcohol

Brian
O’Donnell, aged 69, died from a heart attack because he stopped
being a heavy drinker too quickly.

 


He died a week
after returning from a holiday in Tenerife where he had been
drinking a litre of whisky a day for six weeks, an inquest
heard.

 


Dr William
Owen, pathologist, said that the attack was due to alcohol
withdrawal. “He had gone from one extreme to the other by drinking
heavily on holiday,

The coroner Mr
Howard McCann recorded a verdict of accidental death.

 


Playing the ace

A poker player
was shot to death at the weekend when a fifth ace fell out from
underneath a card table during a game at Winslow, New Jersey.

 


Arthur Ellison
aged 36, was pronounced dead at a hospital an hour after the
shooting. Police charged James Lewis aged 54, with murder and
weapons

offences.

 


Petrol rationing

An angry
Ugandan who was denied a petrol ration knocked an automatic rifle
from the hands of a policeman which discharged when it hit the
floor killing him and two others, witnesses in Kampala said.

 


Sex slaves

Homosexuals
playing the part of “slaves” in sado-masochistic acts in sex
parlours in a district of San Francisco may have died in a fire
which destroyed at least 15 buildings.

 


The fire
started in a disused bath house, known as the Barracks, in an area
of the city favoured by the sorts of homosexuals who dress in black
leather uniform and carry handcuffs and chains.

 


The city fire
chief, Mr Andrew Casper, said: “We are concerned that people may
have died who had chained themselves to beds or walls and were
unable to escape the flames. It will take a full day to sift
through the wreckage because of the intense heat.”

 


Sex parlours in
the area contain “slave quarters” with elaborate equipment
including whips and belts.

 


Half a block
was destroyed, and about 100 people were left homeless. Five were
injured, and 200 firemen fought the fire with almost every
available piece of equipment.

 


Drowning

Eight people on
a ferry in western India drowned in a rush to see two lovers
attempt to commit suicide.

 


The rush caused
the ferry to capsize.

 


The woman in
the suicide pact drowned in the Chandrabhaga river. The man was
saved.

 


DIY

A man found
drowned in the river Thames probably overbalanced and fell into the
water because he was carrying 70 ‘do-it-yourself’ magazines in a
rucksack.

 


Dr Paul
Knapman, the Westminster coroner recorded an open verdict after
hearing from Detective Chief Inspector John Black that Leslie Tos,
aged 29, a gardener of Stockwell, south London, had often gone to
Battersea Bridge to get a lift from lorries.

 


Hand made
guillotine

A 27 year old
Auckland man celebrated New Year’s Day by testing a home-made
guillotine in his boarding house room. A neighbour, attracted by
the noise of a jammed record player, found the body of the man
lying under the contraption.

 


It’s not the cough that
caries you off …

A 50-year-old
Turkish undertaker was killed after a tree branch he was cutting
for a coffin fell on his head.

 


Out of order

A farmer aged
54, using the stairs because the lift was out of service, collapsed
and died after climbing five flights for a heart check up at a
health institute in Messina, Sicily.

 


(S)mothered

A 14 stone
woman accused of killing her son by sitting on him for fours as
punishment, was acquitted of involuntary manslaughter in San Jose.
California.

 


When the mother
surrendered to the police, officers quoted her as saying that a
counsellor had told her to ‘use your weight to control your son ‘
when he had a tantrum.

 


Killer whale

One man wan was
killed and three other people were injured on a whale watching
outing, when one of the whales surfaced under their small boat,
tossed it into the air, then swatted it with its tail; officials
said in Guerrero Neuro, Mexico.

 


Crushed by a piano

A man reclining
on top of an elevator piano at a topless nightclub in San Francisco
was crushed to death when he became trapped as the piano rose to
the ceiling.

 


The piano is
used by the Condor Club’s star performer, Carol Doda, who makes her
exit by being raised on the .piano. The unidentified man who was
reclining on the piano with a woman as it was being pulled towards
the ceiling, failed to negotiate the escape hatch.

 


Blow up

A thief who
tried to break into the office safe of a quarry at Weitendorf in
southern Austria blew himself up. The safe contained 1500
detonators.

 


Double trouble

The Mayor of
Candaba, in the northern Philippines, shot himself dead when he
slammed his car door on a cocked pistol tucked in his belt, police
said.

 


They added that
his driver tried to rush the mayor, Gonzalo Martin, to hospital but
the car ran out of petrol on the way.

 


Mistaken identity

A white
football player who visited Mozambique to play games during
Mozambique-Zimbabwe Solidarity Week was shot dead by a Frelimo
soldier who objected to his surname being Smith. Mr Smith was the
surname of the former Prime Minister.

 


Clubbing

A man
accidentally killed himself while using his shotgun as a club to
try to put an injured porcupine out of its misery.

 


The man ran the
animal over by accident in northern Namibia. He stopped his car and
was trying to club the porcupine when the gun went off, hitting him
in the chest.

 


Cess pit

Six people were
fatally poisoned by sewage fumes when they plunged into a

cess pool
belonging to a village cafe in Xhania, Crete.

 


Top secret

An inquest will
be held into the death of a worker with the Government
Communications network who was found hanged at his home.

 


He was a
traffic handler at GCHQ’s Morganstow out station near Bude. He was
responsible for monitoring intercepted communications. He is the
fifth person connected with GCHQ to take his own life or die in
unusual circumstances in the past three year.

 


A spokesman
said his death was “totally unconnected with his work.”

The North and
East Cornwall Coroner said: “I have been led to believe that this
recent death does not have a security aspect. It is mysterious in
as much as he left no note.”

 


In the past
three years two workers connected with GCHQ have committed suicide,
another died after a heavy drinking bout, and a fourth was killed
when his glider crashed for no apparent reason. However, in all
cases it was denied that their deaths had any connection with their
security work.

 


Friendly fire

A friendly
tussle over what kind of meat pie to have for tea led to the
accidental stabbing of one of three friends at their flat in
Newcastle upon Tyne, an inquest was told.

 


Kevin Thomson,
aged 20, died after he was pushed by Ian Close, 19, against a knife
being held by Ian’s brother, Gary, 17, who had turned around whilst
peeling potatoes.

 


The Deputy
Coroner recorded a verdict of accidental death.

 


Boiling mud

Three men died
when their car crashed into a pool of boiling thermal mud near Lake
Rotarua, New Zealand.

 


Electric fish

Three Lebanese
anglers were electrocuted by a live power line which they hoped
would stun the fish.

 


The fishermen
were standing in a river in Wadi, Jehanem near Tripoli and died
instantly when the cable touched the water.

 


Fatal kiss

A Chinese
bridegroom killed his new wife at a wedding reception with a kiss
on the neck which was too passionate.

 


Doctors decided
that the passion, intensity and length of the kiss caused heart
palpitations which killed the bride.

 


Lightning does strike
twice

The preacher
had just told mourners at a country cemetery in Blairsville: “We
never know who is going next” when a bolt of lightning killed the
grandson of the woman he had buried.

 


Eaten by snake

A 15 year old
boy was swallowed whole by a python he disturbed while searching a
mountainside cave for bats, reported police in the Central
Philippines.

 


They said other
members of the Mangayan tribal settlement in Mindoro oriental
province, about 100 miles south of Manila, managed to kill and
slice open the snake but the youth was killed.
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Chapter 2 – The last days of …

 


The Sixpence

The sixpenny
piece ceased to be legal tender on June 30 1980, and even after
that its value will be no more than a numismatic nuisance to
thousands of amateur collectors who for years have been pestering
dealers with “rare” tanners. .

 


The coin was
first struck during the reign of Edward V1 (1547 - 1543) and was
until 1920 known in coin dealing as ‘the 925’, .925 of it was pure
silver. After 1946 the ‘Fifty Fine’ was minted - half silver, half
alloy.

 


It’s demise
had been predicted ever since the day of decimalisation - 15
February 1971.

 


Melbourne Mercury
folds

The Derbyshire
Melbourne Mercury survived for four years on a circulation between
900 - 1000.

 


“We always
avoided controversy so that we did not upset people,” the publisher
Mr Richmond said.

 


Its biggest
stories were Thunderbolt Hits Local House (nobody badly hurt),
Vandal Tries to Climb Christmas Tree (not much damage) and its
final headline, Melbourne Mercury Folds.

 


Turtle Island

A tiny island
which was the nesting place for sea turtles on the East African
coast has disappeared beneath the sea.

 


Two researchers
were sent to Maziwi Island, near Pangani on the northern Tanzanian
coast, and found no trace of the island or of the turtles that had
nested there,

 


The island had
accommodated three types of rare turtles: the Oliver Ridley
(lepidochelysolivaces) which was not known to nest anywhere else in
East Africa, the green turtle (chelonia myadas) and the Hawkshill,
both of which had half of its East African population on
Maziwi.

 


Heat drives villagers
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