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			Dedication

			
		
    Matthew 8:9. And when his disciples saw it, they were indignant, saying, Why is this wasted? For this ointment might have been sold for much, and given to the poor.
When you do your best, from the purest motives, and your Lord accepts your service, do not expect your brethren to approve of all your actions. If you do, you will be greatly disappointed. Never was there a more beautiful proof of love for Christ than this anointing at Bethany; yet the disciples criticized it. Since they could not object to the thing itself, they objected that something else could have been done that would have been better. There is a great deal of that kind of wisdom in the world that can always teach you how you could have done a better thing, but if you wait to learn that wisdom, you will never do anything for your Lord. If this devout and zealous woman had waited for the advice of these wise people, she would not have sold the ointment or poured it out. She did well to take counsel with her own loving heart, and then to pour the precious oil upon that dear head which was so soon to be crowned with thorns. He thus showed that there was at least one heart in the world that thought that nothing was too good for his Lord, and that he should be given the best of the best. May she have many imitators in all ages until Jesus returns.


— Charles Spurgeon 
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Introduction to Matthew
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Work is an essential component of God's kingdom. Matthew, the tax collector turned apostle, recounts the actions and teachings of Jesus to show us how God wants us to live and work in His new kingdom. As followers of Jesus Christ, we live in two worlds. We have one foot in the human world, where our work may be subject to unspoken expectations that may conform to God's ways or go against them. At the same time, as Christians, we are part of God's kingdom and committed to His values and expectations. In telling the story of Jesus, Matthew teaches us to navigate the human world using God's compass and in that process, he constantly shows us the true identity of the world as the "kingdom of heaven" (Matthew uses "the kingdom of heaven" and "the kingdom of God" interchangeably; see Mt 19:23-24). This kingdom "has come" to earth, although it has not been fully established here. Until this happens, we followers of Jesus must live and work as "resident aliens" in this present world according to God's call.

To guide us in this way of living and working, Jesus discusses such work issues as leadership and authority, power and influence, fair and unfair business practices, truth and deception, treatment of workers, conflict resolution, wealth and the necessities of life, relationships at work, investing and saving, resting and working in organizations with policies and practices that are at odds with biblical standards.
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The kingdom of heaven is at hand
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At the beginning of His earthly ministry, Jesus announces that "the kingdom of heaven is at hand"(Mt 4:17). When we read "the kingdom of heaven" we may think of harps, clouds and choirs of angels, but Jesus is clear that the kingdom of heaven refers to God's rule on earth. The kingdom of heaven "is at hand." It has come here on this earth.

The workplace consequences of living in the kingdom of God are profound. To the kingdoms pertain issues such as government, economics, agriculture, production, justice, and defense-issues we see in most workplaces. Jesus' teachings, as recorded in Matthew, speak directly to our work life. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus introduces His followers to the values, ethics and practices of this new kingdom. In the Lord's Prayer He teaches them to pray that, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven"(Mt 6:9-10). Matthew's Gospel concludes with Jesus charging His followers to go and work throughout the world, for He has received all authority "in heaven and on earth" and will be present with them in their work on earth(Mt 28:18-20). Matthew makes it clear that this kingdom will not be fully established on earth as we know it today, but will occur when we see "the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory"(Mt 24:30). In the meantime, we turn our backs on the old ways of working, so that the new way, according to the kingdom of heaven, will be visible in our lives. Even now we work according to their values and practices.
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Working as citizens of the kingdom of God (Matthew 1-4)
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We live in what theologians call "the already but not yet". The kingdom of heaven was already inaugurated by Jesus in His earthly ministry, but it is not definitely complete-not until Christ returns in person as King. In the meantime, our lives-including our work, leisure, worship, joy and affliction-are framed by the reality of living in a world that is still subject to the ancient and corrupt ways of the Fall (Gen 3), but which has been vindicated by its true Lord, Christ. As Christians, we fully recognize that Jesus is our Lord and now, our habits on earth should reflect the coming kingdom of heaven. This does not mean boasting that we are more godly than others, but accepting the challenge to grow in God's ways. God calls His people to take on many different roles and occupations on earth and in all of them, we must demonstrate with our lives the true reality: the kingdom of God coming from heaven to earth.

At the same time, we cannot escape the evils of the world brought about by the Fall, including death(1Co 15:15-26), sin(Jn 1:29) and Satan (Rev.). Jesus himself experienced terrible though temporary suffering at the hands of sinful men and it can happen to us too. In the work environment we may suffer greatly from forced labor, permanent unemployment or even death from work-related causes. Or we may suffer in smaller ways dealing with difficult co-workers, unpleasant working conditions, deserved but unwelcome promotions, or a thousand other setbacks. Sometimes we suffer because of the consequences of our sin at work. Other people may suffer much more than we do, but we can all learn from Matthew's Gospel how to live as followers of Christ in a fallen world.
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