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			Foreword

			So this is for Jurgen Klopp’s autobiography ja? But there again, don’t ask me - what do I know.Cheeky Jurgen had me but no one really noticed did they?!  

			What started as a cheeky selfie to tease a mate who is a Liverpool fan suddenly became a global talking point where I was the one on the receiving end of being teased. I laughed about it then and still do now.

			After 20 years of broadcasting from war zones to world cups one of the things I’m asked about is....did you know it was Cheeky Jurgen? 

			Well I do now. At the time ‘Jurgen’ was being stopped for selfies near the VIP entrance at Wembley as England were about to take on Germany in the quarter-finals of the Euros. I don’t normally ask for selfies but I was excited about the match, ‘Jurgen’ was standing right there happily posing with other fans, he seemed approachable, so why not.

			Talking about it on the telly the next day was perhaps not the best idea but great for ‘Cheeky Jurgen’. His popularity escalated from posts on social media to mainstream media and not just in the UK but even around the world it seemed everyone loved a story about an experienced TV Correspondent being fooled by a Jurgen look-a-like.  I read the articles and had a good laugh about it myself, friends were calling up crying with laughter and finally they’d admit but ‘yeah he does look like him’. 

			He’s got the teeth, the hair and the accent and if asked he could probably pick a decent football team too. Fair play Ray. 

			Enjoy the book but it’s the last time I ask any managers for a selfie Ja. 

			JONATHAN SWAIN - SENIOR NEWS CORRESPONDENT

			GOOD MORNING BRITAIN ITV BREAKFAST TELEVISION
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			TWITTER: @SWAINITV

			EMAIL: jonathan.swain@itv.com

			WEB: https://www.itv.com/goodmorningbritain/jonathan-swain
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			Little did Annabella realise that after giving life to the idea of Cheeky Jurgen, she would herself be on Breakfast TV the following year helping a film crew at Cheeky Jurgen’s country house at 5 am! All will be revealed later. 

		


		
			Introduction

			This is the amazing story of how my five-year-old granddaughter, Annabella, changed my life and those of many people around me by making a comment when she happened to see the great Jurgen Klopp on TV during a football match. She asked: “Pappi, Pappi” (Grandad), “why are you always on the TV?” Her confused look brought a smile to my face, and instantly I understood what this meant. At that moment, the idea of Cheeky Jurgen was born.
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			Jurgen is a-coming, meine Schmusebears*, ja! *This means (more or less) ‘my lovely cuddly bears’. Hear Cheeky Jurgen’s dulcet tones and amazing German accent on the homepage of his website.
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			The genesis of Cheeky Jurgen: How to create a Kloppelganger First things first: we need the BIG TEETH. Without the teeth, there is no Jurgen.
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			A chance meeting at a favourite local pub (the Crown in Bloomsbury, London) with a total stranger who overheard us talking about the Jurgen project led us to Fangs FX theatrical and film dental veneer specialists in Amersham. Now we were in business!

			But then… Covid struck. 

			No pubs – no ‘time Jurgen please’. 

			No fans to adore me. 

			No football. 

			Nothing to live for! 

			The end of life as we knew it!!!

			(And definitely no shops open to complete Jurgen’s extensive wardrobe)

		


		
			But there is always a way to spend cheeky money…ONLINE!

			We ordered puffer jackets, shirts, socks, caps, trainers and typical (but lovely) Scouser  trackie bottoms…We got hold of Jurgen’s exact glasses  (from Oakley) and some dazzling blue contact lenses. We were now ready to rock n’ roll.
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