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​​​​Introduction 
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That God is almighty and all-powerful is not questionable. That man is held responsible for his life and sin is also not questionable. Both views are clearly presented in Holy Scripture; hence we are automatically left with something that seems totally irreconcilable to the finite human mind: how can God be God if man is man? Or in other words, how can God be sovereign if man has a free will?

If man has a free will, is God still God? If God is omnipotent, then man is subject to God, not vice versa, or as the late Calvinist R.C. Sproul puts it: “My children have free wills. When our wills clash I have the authority to overrule their wills. Their wills are to be subordinate to my will; my will is not subordinate to theirs” (Sproul, p. 43).

Sproul’s analogy is flawed in at least two ways. Firstly, as a mortal man with finite knowledge, he doesn't have complete access or knowledge of all the pros or cons of any given situation before he decides what to do. For example, had he booked an all-inclusive non-refundable holiday for his family to the Caribbean, hoping and expecting with no proof that on the day he and his family would even be healthy and fit to travel, only to discover on the day of their departure one of his children had a very high fever, not to mention a contagious cough too, he would be forced to postpone if not cancel the family vacation all together. His will over his children in this situation is totally irrelevant. He would be forced to rethink his family’s plans.

Secondly, should one of his children when they grow up decide to marry somebody of another faith or no faith, refuse to attend school or college, take up painting and not preaching, his will in this situation would also be totally irrelevant. As a normal man, he would be very limited in almost every situation in life. Yes, he could in certain situations get his own way but this would be very restricted and time-limited, and would also depend on his wife’s view and thinking at that given time. And because his comprehension of foreknowledge is also very limited, unlike the Lord’s, his argument and analogy, therefore, fails to make any logical sense.

More on the subject of foreknowledge later. 

The following verses clearly present this Biblical paradox of man’s accountability and God’s supremacy, which is based on His foreknowledge: “The Son of man goeth as it is written of him [written in time and according to God’s foreknowledge]: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born” [man’s personal accountability] (Matthew 26:24).

“Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God [God’s foreknowledge], ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain” [man’s personal accountability] (Acts 2:23).

While the Bible presents this paradoxical view of God and man working together to further God’s plan of redemption – whether man is aware of this or not (Genesis 50:20; John 11:50-52) – what the Bible doesn’t support is the strange 16th century ideology which is called “Calvinism.”

To help us understand this further, may I share the following and very helpful explanation, from William Lane Craig: “From God’s foreknowledge of a free action, one may infer only that that action will occur, not that it must occur. The agent performing the action has the power to refrain, and were the agent to do so, God’s foreknowledge would have been different. Agents cannot bring it about both that God foreknows their action and that they do not perform the action, but this is no limitation on their freedom. They are free either to act or to refrain, and whichever they choose, God will have foreknown. For God’s knowledge, though chronologically prior to the action, is logically posterior to the action and determined by it. Therefore, divine foreknowledge and human freedom are not mutually exclusive (Craig, The Only Wise God, p. 74).

Even Sproul is honest enough to accept that the Reformers could all be wrong with their Reformed system which includes their eschatological and soteriology beliefs: “To be sure, it is possible that Augustine, Aquinas, Luther, Calvin, and Edwards could all be wrong on this matter” (Sproul, p. 15).

Bizarrely, Sproul seems to think the mystic Thomas Aquinas was a Christian! (He was, in fact, a Roman Catholic, and one that has also been canonised by his church, meaning Catholics can pray to him and other departed “saints” for “intercessions” and so on.)

Not only were these men all wrong, as this book will prove, but Martin Lloyd-Jones, the famous Welsh preacher of the 20th century, who (I was personally informed by the late Dr Theodore C. Danson) changed his Reformed view on eschatology and embraced the dispensational teaching on the pre-tribulation Rapture, seven-year Tribulation, and the glorious Millennial Reign of the Lord Jesus Christ on the earth. In fact, Theodore told me how Lloyd-Jones had sadly neglected the subject of eschatology until very late in his life, and once he correctly understood it, he happily embraced it. 

When I began researching Calvin and his legacy, back in 2004, I tried to be as impartial and as open-minded to this French philosopher as possible. I read many books both for and against Calvin and, therefore, my hope is that this book will be as faithful to the man, his legacy, and theology as is possible.

​​​​Calvin’s disciples

John Piper: “The Doctrines of Grace [TULIP] are the warp and woof of the Biblical Gospel cherished by so many saints for centuries.”

Charles Spurgeon: “I do not ask whether you believe in Calvinism, it is possible you may not, but I believe you will before you enter heaven; I am persuaded as God may have washed your heart, He will wash your brains before you enter heaven.”

Such comments as these are breathtaking! Yet wasn’t it Spurgeon, saved over thirty years, who wrote the following, when commenting on Psalm 87: “May it be our happy lot to be numbered with the Lord’s chosen... let us pray, then, for the adoption and regeneration which will secure us a place among the heaven born”?

Now, isn’t this amazing!? Spurgeon was no doubt one of England’s most famous and popular preachers of his generation, and yet he didn’t know whether or not he was saved. What an absolute and avoidable tragedy!

According to David Samuel, “Arminianism, it has been said, is the back door to Romanism” (Samuel, The Church in Crisis, p. 132).

So, if one is not a five-point Calvinist, then they are at best a sympathiser to Roman Catholicism or at worst an agent, consciously or unconsciously, for the Jesuits? More nonsense, of course!

The writer of True Wisdom Has Two Sides – Calvinism – is it Biblical? believes Calvinism is another gospel, which would mean it is a false gospel; therefore, a curse from God is on them and their proponents (Billton, p. 114).

The following quote from Calvinist John Bratt is simply breathtaking: “[Calvin was] the stone which the builders had rejected” (Bratt, The Life and Teachings of John Calvin, p. 32). Such an appalling comparison to the Lord Jesus Christ should make today’s Calvinists cringe with horror, when they see their fellow brethren in times past trying to draw comparisons between Calvin’s initial rejection by the people of Geneva and the Jews’ rejection of their Messiah!

However, not all people agree with this statement recorded by Philip Schaff: “Gross hypocrite, thou and thy companions will gain little by your pains. If you do not save yourselves by flight, nobody shall prevent your overthrow, and you will curse the hour when you left your monkery” (Schaff, History of the Christian Church, Vol. 8, p. 502).

​​​​A Masonic infiltration?

“Freemasonry, far from declining, has been spreading. Most alarming, perhaps, is its penetration deep and wide into the established reformed churches and the new ground it is breaking into the Evangelical fellowships of this and other lands” (McCormick, Christ, The Christian & Freemasonry, p. 16).

Not only have the Freemasons infiltrated some Reformed churches but according to Adam Weishaupt, the former Jesuit-trained turned Illuminati supremo: “The most wonderful thing of all is that the distinguished Lutheran and Calvinist theologians who belong to our order really believe that they see in it [Illuminati] the true and genuine sense of Christian religion. Oh, mortal man, is there anything you cannot be made to believe?”

As I cannot verify if the above quote is authentic, may I suggest to those in Reformed churches, or any church for that matter, to ask their pastors whether or not any of them are Freemasons or members of the Illuminati? And if they are not, what is their view on Christians who are members? And more importantly, what is their position on Freemasonry in general? You may be surprised not only by what they say, but what they don’t say! And while you’re in the “pastor’s office,” ask him/her what they think about the Catholic Church and the ecumenical movement. Again, you may be surprised by their reply.

​​​​Who was the real John Calvin? 

When Calvin was only three years old or so, his mother died, leaving his father with the sole responsibility of raising young John and his other siblings. Once his father remarried, two new daughters from his second marriage were added to the Calvin clan.

His parents were wealthy, well thought of and dedicated Catholics. Their children enjoyed a comfortable and privileged upbringing.

Calvin was a bright young man and highly thought of in his Catholic and even royal environment.

​​​​Calvin the student

As a dazzling student in Paris, Calvin encountered the following grim conditions welcoming French students, as described by Reyburn: “They contained no accommodation for the students, so the students had to find their own lodgings. These, for the most part, were execrable. A slum in a modern city is clean and sweet compared with the filthy lanes they were situated in. As there was no supervision, life for them was free and easy, not to say disreputable, and the students were often in bad odour with the citizens... rising before five in the morning... picked their way through mud and puddles to the room where the professor awaited them... went to their lodgings...or to the wine shop to find relief from their drudgery... Erasmus says that in the college he attended, in a year’s time, by wretched lodgings, bad and spare diet, late and hard studies, of many young men of genius, some were killed, some went mad, some became infected with loathsome diseases, and all were brought into danger” (Reyburn, H.Y. John Calvin, His Life, Letters and Work, p. 9).

​​​​Calvin the diplomat

De Greef writes extensively about Calvin’s relationship with the royals: “He stayed for a few weeks in Ferrara among kindred spirits at the court of the reform-minded Duchess Renata (Renee of France), daughter of King Louis XII of France and sister-in-law of King Francis I” (De Greef, The Writings of John Calvin, p. 26).

“On July 25, 1541, Marguerite of Angouleme, Queen of Navarre, wrote Calvin a letter of thanks in the name of her brother Francis I because during the religious colloquy in Worms he, together with Melanchthon and Bucer, had urged Philip of Hesse (alas, in vain) to forge an alliance between the German princes and the king of France against Charles V. Such an alliance would have brought an end to the persecution of the French Protestants” (De Greef, p. 40).

Of all the Reformers, Calvin was the most prolific writer. Each of his Biblical commentaries would be dedicated to dukes, queens and even kings. His commentaries on James, Peter I, II, and Jude were presented to King Edward VI of England. His commentary on Isaiah would also be offered to the king personally, by one Nicolas de la Fontaine (De Greef, p. 99).

“It is a grand thing to be king, especially of such a country, but I have no doubt that you place an incomparably greater value on being a Christian. Thus God has conferred upon you the still greater, inestimable privilege of being a Christian king, indeed of being allowed to serve him as ‘lieutenant’ in the maintenance of the kingdom of Jesus Christ in England... the good understanding between Edward VI and Calvin can be seen from the fact that the king paid Calvin a hundred crowns as thanks for the writings he had received” (De Greef, p. 111).

Calvin blamed John Knox for Queen Elizabeth’s rejection of Calvin’s revised commentary on Isaiah, for Knox had previously written against female rulership, for which the queen was naturally opposed to such a position.

The queen thought that Calvin shared Knox’s view (which he didn’t) and, therefore, relations between London and Geneva were strained even more (De Greef, p. 104).

​​​​Calvin and his family 

De Greef goes on to describe that Calvin’s second marriage lasted only nine years, as his wife and their son (who was only a few days old) both died in March 1549. Calvin would go on to adopt her other two children from her first marriage.

Was history sadly repeating itself again?

Two members of Calvin’s family were excommunicated from the Catholic Church; one being his uncle, a Catholic priest, and the other his father, due to views deemed “heretical” by Rome. Catholics were so worried in those days



​​​​Is Calvin’s conversion credible? 





​​​​Calvin and Augustine’s unfortunate ‘partnership’ 











​​​​Augustine and his anti-Biblical theology































​​​​Alarming facts on Calvin

































































​​​​Calvin’s new “City of God”













​​​​Calvin persecuted anybody who questioned his authority and philosophy 






















​​​​​

The cruel torture and killing of Michael Servetus 
































​​​​Legalism and sadism 















​​​​James (or Jacob) Arminius and his Five Points of Arminianism 
































​​​​The Five Points of Calvinism (TULIP): Total Depravity or Total Inability






















































​​​​Unconditional Election










​​​​What about those who don’t believe on Jesus?











​​​​Did God create evil and is He the author of sin?























































​​​​Can God’s decrees be overthrown or changed by man?










​​​​Infant ‘salvation’


























​​​​Limited Atonement















​​​​For whom did Christ die?












































​​​​Irresistible Grace











​​​​When does repentance come to the sinner?








​​​​Who can come to the Father?




​​​​Grace or faith, which is the gift?










​​​​What about the Great Commission?

















​​​​Perseverance of the Saints













































​​​​The terrible consequences of lordship salvation


























​​​​Must the elect persevere till the end to be saved?











































​​​​What is faith, or how much faith do I need for Heaven?













​​​​Legalism undermines true salvation








​​​​Can I lose my salvation?






































​​​​Conclusion
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