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			To all the history teachers, American reenactors, museum curators in every corner of this country determined to keep America’s remarkable history alive.

			—BK

			To my favorite young readers—Will and Maddie!

			Your time spent in books is never wasted and always inspiring. I love you both!

			—DY

		

	
		
			
			
				Peace and friendship with all mankind is our wisest policy, and I wish we may be permitted to pursue it. But the temper and folly of our enemies may not leave this in our choice.

				—Thomas Jefferson to C. W. F. Dumas, 1786
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			Note to Our Readers

			Dear reader,

			Every Fourth of July we celebrate our country’s independence, often with barbeques, parades, fireworks, and quality time with family and friends. On July 4th, it’s hard not to picture our founding fathers signing the Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia, or the brave heroes who sacrificed their lives in the name of the revolution. But have you ever stopped to think about what occurred in the years that followed the end of the war? It wasn’t always smooth sailing for the new country—in fact, quite the opposite.

			Imagine being told to work on a group project without receiving any instructions or help from your teacher. It would be chaos! First, you’d have to work out a strategy with your classmates, who probably wouldn’t always agree with each other. You might have a few arguments, and you’d certainly make plenty of mistakes along the way. But in the end, your grade would depend on everyone working together to develop a finished product you could all be proud of.

			That’s just what it was like for the people governing America in its early stages of independence—Thomas Jefferson among them. As president, he didn’t always have all the answers, and not everyone agreed with his tactics. But he showed impressive leadership when the country needed it most, doing his best to make smart decisions for the future of the nation. He didn’t just want America to work, he wanted it to be the best it could possibly be. Just as you’d want your project to be the best in order to earn that A+.

			Establishing a country from scratch is no easy task. It took a whole lot of trial and error, and ups and downs to achieve success. And with no guidance or support from its former “parent,” Great Britain, for the first time ever, the U.S. had to deal with some very complicated challenges on its own.

			Thinking of today’s America, it might be difficult to imagine the country ever struggling to be recognized as a dominant presence. But like you and me, it had to learn and gain experience. The nation went through a tough period of transition, with growing pains and bumps and bruises along the way. But in the end, its people worked together toward making America one of the most powerful countries in the world, a legacy that has lasted through the present day.

			I hope when you read this book, you’ll have a newfound appreciation for the people who took part in not only winning America’s independence, but building its international status. The United States has always been at the forefront of innovation, and it’s all because some of the brightest minds of the time came together to win our freedom, and made America a place where we can thrive as a people.

			Happy reading!

			Brian

		

	
		
			Cast of Characters

			John Adams: Minister to the Court of St. James’s, later President of the United States

			William Bainbridge: Captain, U.S. Navy

			Joel Barlow: Consul General to the Barbary States

			Samuel Barron: Captain, U.S. Navy, commander of the USS President

			Salvador Catalano: Pilot, USS Intrepid

			James Leander Cathcart: U.S. Consul to Tripoli

			Richard Dale: Captain, U.S. Navy

			Stephen Decatur Jr.: Lieutenant, U.S. Navy

			William Eaton: U.S. Consul General to Tunis

			Hassan: Dey of Algiers until 1798

			Martha and Mary (Polly) Jefferson: Daughters of Thomas Jefferson

			Thomas Jefferson: Minister to France, later President of the United States

			Tobias Lear: U.S. Consul General to the Barbary States

			James Madison: Secretary of State, later President of the United States

			Richard Valentine Morris: Captain, U.S. Navy, commander of the USS Chesapeake

			Alexander Murry: Captain, U.S. Navy, commander of the USS Constellation

			Bobba Mustapha: Dey of Algiers as of January 1799

			Nicholas Nissen: Danish Consul General

			Presley Neville O’Bannon: Lieutenant, U.S. Marines

			Richard O’Brien: Captain of the Dauphin

			Edward Preble: Captain, U.S. Navy, commander of the USS Constitution

			Hamet Qaramanli: Brother of Yusuf and rightful heir as Bashaw of Tripoli

			Yusuf Qaramanli: Bashaw of Tripoli

			Mahomet Rous: Admiral, Navy of Tripoli, commander of the Tripoli

			Andrew Sterett: Lieutenant, U.S. Navy, commander of the USS Enterprise

			Maulay Sulaiman: Sultan of Morocco

			George Washington: President of the United States

		

	
		
			Prologue: It Was a Sight He Would Never Forget

			As a fast-moving ship approached the Dauphin off the coast of Portugal, Captain Richard O’Brien saw no cause for alarm. On this warm July day in 1785, America was at peace, and there were many innocent reasons for a friendly ship to come alongside. Perhaps it was a fellow merchant ship needing information or supplies. Perhaps the ship’s captain wanted to warn him of nearby pirates.

			By the time O’Brien realized that the ship did not approach in peace, it was too late. The American ship was no match for the Algerian vessel armed with fourteen cannons. A raiding party with daggers gripped between their teeth swarmed over the sides of the Dauphin. The Algerians vastly outnumbered the American crew and quickly claimed the ship and all its goods in the name of the dey, the Algerian ruler.

			Mercilessly, the pirates stripped O’Brien and his men of shoes, hats, and handkerchiefs, leaving them unprotected from the burning sun during the twelve-day voyage back to the North African coast. On arrival in Algiers, the American captives were paraded through the streets as spectators jeered.
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					Desert uniform worn by French troops in North Africa, 1846.

				
			
			The seamen were issued rough sets of Algerian clothing and two blankets each that were meant to last the entire period of captivity, whether it was a few weeks or fifty years. Kept in a fenced-in slave pen, they slept on a stone floor, gazing into the night sky. Each night there was a roll call, and any man who failed to respond promptly would be chained to a column and whipped soundly in the morning.

			Together with men of another captured ship, the Maria, O’Brien’s Dauphin crew spent their days breaking boulders into rubble in the mountains, their hands shackled with iron chains. They worked this way Saturday through Thursday. On Friday, the Muslim holy day, the prisoners dragged massive sleds loaded with rubble nearly two miles to the harbor to be unloaded into the sea to form a breakwater, a submerged wall to protect the harbor from ocean waves. Their workdays began before the sun rose, and for a few blissfully cool hours, they worked in darkness.

			Their diet consisted of stale bread, vinegar from a shared bowl at breakfast and lunch, and, on good days, some ground olives. Water was the one necessity provided in abundance. As a ship captain, O’Brien was treated somewhat better, but he feared that his men would starve to death. O’Brien was allowed to write letters and receive visitors.

			“Our sufferings are beyond our expression or your conception,” O’Brien wrote to America’s minister to France, Thomas Jefferson, two weeks after his arrival in Algiers. Those sufferings would only get worse. Several of the captives from the Maria and the Dauphin would die in captivity of yellow fever, overwork, or exposure—and in some ways, they were the lucky ones. The ways out of prison for the remaining prisoners were few: convert to Islam, attempt to escape, or wait for their country to negotiate their release. A few of the captives would be ransomed, but for most, freedom remained out of reach as their thin blankets wore out year after year. Richard O’Brien would be ten years a slave.

			America had not yet elected its first president, but it already had its first enemy.
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					Prisoners for sale in a marketplace in Algiers in 1684.
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				Part One
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			CHAPTER 1
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			1783: Wealth Travels by Sea

			The United States, having won independence from Great Britain in the Revolutionary War, was a small nation positioned from the coast of the Atlantic Ocean on the east, to the Great Lakes to the north, and to the Mississippi River on the west. The land claimed by the new nation was the property of the native peoples who had lived on it for generations. Some of this land had been bought, some had been fought over, most had been taken unceremoniously. In addition, Spain claimed territory to the south and west of the country, as did Great Britain to the north.

			Before the Revolution, merchant ships carrying goods to sell in Europe had been protected by British warships and, during the war, by French ships. But those arrangements were over. Now, American ships had to fend for themselves—and the new country did not yet have a navy.

			The Revolution had been fought with money borrowed from France and the Netherlands, and repayment of those debts depended upon ongoing international commerce. One key piece of the nation’s economic health was trade with southern Europe, accessible only by sailing across the Atlantic Ocean, through the Strait of Gibraltar, and into the Mediterranean Sea. One-quarter of New England’s most important export, dried salt cod, went to markets there, as did one-sixth of the country’s grain. Rice and lumber were also important, and the merchant ships provided employment for more than a thousand seamen. Trade and employment were essential to the growing American economy, and that meant sending ships into international waters.
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					The busy harbor of Boston, Massachusetts, with the city in the background, in 1723.

				
			
			Merchant ships did not carry cannons or ammunition. It was understood that if a ship did not have weapons, it could not be considered an enemy ship. In a conflict or war, one side might stop a merchant ship, refuse it passage, or even sink it after removing the crew, but the merchant ship would not be fired upon without warning. However, this code did not apply to pirates, and so these merchant ships, sailing from the new United States without any military vessels to escort them through international waters, were especially vulnerable.
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