
[image: frn_fig_001]


Almost the Only

BRIDGE BOOK

You Will Ever Need

• VOLUME ONE •

RANDY BARON

[image: frn_fig_002]


Copyright 2018 Baron Barclay Bridge Supplies

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form without the permission of the publisher.

PUBLISHED BY :

Baron Barclay Bridge Supplies
3600 Chamberlain Lane, Suite 206
Louisville, KY 40242
U.S. & Canada 1-800-274-2221
Worldwide 502-426-0410
Fax 502-426-2044
www.baronbarclay.com

ISBN: 978-1-944201-15-9

Cover design by Mary Maier
Text design and composition by John Reinhardt Book Design

Printed in the United States of America


To Mary, Devyn, Richie, Jackson, Dustin & Sarah who make Louisville and the world joyful


Contents

Acknowledgments

Foreword

Introduction

SECTION ONE
Having Fun and Useful Habits

1.Be a Good Partner, by Marty Bergen

2.Choose Your Partners Wisely

3.Always Follow the Golden Rule: Treat Your Partner, Opponents, Directors and Everyone You Come in Contact with as You Wish to Be Treated

4.Always Be an Ethical Player. It’s Much More Important than Winning, by Denny & Jerry Clerkin

5.Make Sure You Pause After a Skip Bid by the Opponents

6.Familiarize Yourself with the Laws of Bridge, by Robb Gordon

7.When You Are Dummy, Be the Best Dummy You Can Be

8.Ask Questions at the Proper Time

9.Decide Why You Choose to Play the Game

10.Learn The Game; Don’t Worry About Winning or How Many Masterpoints You Have Accumulated

11.Hold Your Cards So the Opponents Can’t See Them

12.During the Play, Make Sure the Opponents Can’t Tell Your Distribution

13.Table Talk and Tells: Your Opponents Are Talking, You Are Listening, by Mike Wolf

14.Relax and Keep Your Wits When Things Aren’t Going Well

15.Take a Deep Breath

16.Ecstasy, by Mike Lawrence

17.The Harder You Practice, the Luckier You Get

18.Respect Everyone, Fear No One, by Dr. Lee Bukstel

19.Include at Least Several Declarer Play Books in Your Personal Library and Take Time to Learn from the Example Hands

20.Play Online and Use Computer Programs To Improve

21.The More Experienced Partner Should Adapt to Changes in Your System, by Keith Hanson

22.Always Try to Make Life Easy For Your Partner, by Mark Yaeger

23.Play Against Good Players As Often As Possible

24.Stay in Shape By Finding Activities That Give You More Stamina

25.Concentrate to the Best of Your Ability at All Times

26.Remember That at Matchpoints a Terrible Board Is Only a Zero

27.Smart Players Try For the Best Result Possible, Not the Best Possible Result

SECTION TWO
Your System, Conventions, and Strategy

28.The System You Play Is Not Nearly As Important As How Well You Play the System

29.Arrive Early To Discuss Your System with Partner

30.Consent to Play Only Conventions With Which You Are Totally Comfortable

31.Use the 80-20 Rule When Creating a Bidding System, by Ralph Letizia

32.Learn the Rule of 20 for When To Open the Bidding

33.Use the Rule of 15 When Deciding Whether To Open In Fourth Seat

34.After Partner Has Passed In First or Second Seat, Be Aggressive

35.Don’t Be a Slave to the Point Count

36.Open a Strong 1NT with a Five-Card Major with 15–17 High Card Points

37.After Your Partner Opens 1NT, Don’t Use Stayman When You Have 4-3-3-3 Distribution

38.Learn Garbage Stayman

39.Playing a Weak No Trump Opening Makes Life Difficult for the Opponents

40.Avoid Any Unilateral Decision on the First Round of Bidding, by Gavin Wolpert

41.Always Plan Your Second Bid, by Jerry Helms

42.In Every Auction Your Partnership Should Understand Which of You Is the Captain

43.Learn the Principle of Fast Arrival

44.With 3-3 In the Minors, Open 1♣

45.When You Open the Bidding 1◆ and Rebid the Suit, You Should Have Six Cards in That Suit, by Steve Weinstein

46.Reverses Are Sometimes Misunderstood So Learn About Them, by Barbara Seagram

47.Use Specific Opening Preemptive Bids

48.Ogust Rebids Are Useful Over Weak Two Bids

49.Sometimes It’s a Good Idea to Bid the Suit in Which You Are Weak

50.If You Know Where to Play the Contract, Just Go Ahead and Bid It

51.When You have a Misfit, Stop Bidding as Soon as Possible

52.Don’t Use the Blackwood Convention When You Have a Void

53.Roman Keycard Blackwood Is Worthwhile for Experienced Partnerships

54.Learn Cuebidding to Make Sure You Don’t Have Two Quick losers in a Suit When You Are Looking for Slam

55.Discuss with Your Partner When 4 Clubs Is Gerber

56.Splinter Bids Are Useful if You Have a Solid Partnership, by Dorothy Truscott

57.Don’t Bid a Grand Slam Unless You Can Count All 13 Tricks

58.Give Two Over One Game Force a Try

59.Consider the Precision Club, by Brent Manley

60.Learn the Differences in Duplicate Between Matchpoints and Swiss Teams/Knockout Events (Imps)

61.Visualizing Partner’s Hand Is a Crucial Part of Accurate Bidding

Appendices

ACBL’s Zero Tolerance Policy

Active Ethics

C-h-e-a-t-i-n-g

The Worst Opening Lead in the History of Bridge

Profound Words of the Dalai Lama Who Is Obviously a Bridge Expert

100 Movies You Might Enjoy

50 Books You Might Enjoy

100 Songs I Have Enjoyed

The 32 (My Lucky Number and Birthday) Best Basketball Players of All-Time

50 Profound Quotes


Acknowledgments

To Lee Bukstel, Verna Goldberg, Ralph Letizia, Bill McAvinue, Jim Morguelan & Norman Morris for their help in organizing and improving my writing

To Brent Manley for his brilliant editing, making it appear that I am somewhat literate

To Frank Stewart for his frequent invaluable advice and impeccable writing

To my friends who agreed to include an essay which improved the quality of the book greatly

To John Reinhardt, the world’s best book designer

To Jimmy Maier for being an extraordinary partner for over 20 years and who has never spoken a single unkind word to me (even when I deserved it)

To Mary Maier for the unique cover design

To my sister Bonnie and brother Gary who have helped keep me as sane as possible for many years

The abbreviation HCP is sometimes used for High Card Points
“He” or “his” was used to make the book more readable.

“LHO” and “RHO” are abbreviations for Left Hand Opponent and Right Hand Opponent.


Foreword

RANDY BARON and I go back quite a long way. We met more than 40 years ago. Randy had founded and was operating Baron Bridge Supply, which would grow to become the world’s most successful retailer of bridge-related items. He lacked the time to play much — he was busy shipping bridge books, instructional software and teaching materials out the door — but he was a capable player and never lost his enthusiasm for the game and for enabling players to improve. Devyn Press, his publishing arm, issued dozens of books; in fact, Randy and I collaborated on a series of award-winning teaching manuals and student texts that are still used today.

Many years later, Randy sold his business, but his love affair with bridge remained. He combined his passion for travel — I don’t think there is a part of the globe he has yet to visit — with a desire to help bridge players enjoy their favorite pastime: now Baron Bridge Travel coordinates trips tailored especially for them.

The book you are holding is unique. It is a distillation of Randy’s vast experience as a player, as a frequent teacher and as someone whose knowledge of the literature of the game is unsurpassed. Randy has produced a treasury of tips — useful, practical advice, written with sincerity and with a deep respect and affection for the game and its beauties — that will benefit any player.

My friend Randy Baron’s book is a worthy addition to the literature of bridge, and I feel honored that he asked me to write its Foreword.

—Frank Stewart


Introduction

“BRIDGE HAS BEEN very, very good to me,” as Hall of Famer and humanitarian Roberto Clemente said about baseball. He is one of my true heroes, along with the Greatest-of-All-Time Muhammad Ali (proudly from my hometown of Louisville), Sister Helen Prejean (of “Dead Man Walking” fame), the Dalai Lama (a perfect role model and man of peace), Mr. Fred Rogers (Won’t You Be My Neighbor?) and John Wooden (the incomparable UCLA coach). Since everyone has their problems and faults, it’s difficult to rely on others as role models. However, I’ve been lucky that I was mentored by some of the best people and bridge personalities who have ever walked this earth: Easley Blackwood, Alfred Sheinwold, Edgar Kaplan, Bill Root, Dorothy and Alan Truscott and many others who helped me along the road of life. I could never overstate how important their assistance was to me. Besides being tremendous bridge players and writers, when I observed them, they always helped others. They were ethical and always tried to make the game better.

I’ve been playing bridge now for about 50 years and worn about every hat you can wear: expert (my partners might disagree), author, publisher, editor, columnist, teacher, politician, director, bridge club owner, and lately travel planner. In my 35 years as founder and president of Baron Barclay Bridge Supplies, the world’s largest, I hope I’ve learned a few nuggets that will be useful to you. My intention is present to you a kind of Reader’s Digest of essays and tips that can elevate your enjoyment and help you play with impeccable ethics.

There are many books and articles about how to improve your play, but there are few that focus on being a better partner, having fun and playing bridge the right way. In this book, there is plenty of technical advice. But more importantly, we’ll examine the best ways to participate joyfully in the world’s greatest game. In this time of various scandals at the highest levels of bridge, these topics need to be promoted more often. Besides, there are thousands of players around the world who have limited awareness that they are making unethical bids, plays or hesitations, or taking advantage of partner’s actions.

Although you might have come across some of these tips in various books and magazine articles, I’ve tried to make this somewhat unique by focusing more on having a pleasant time playing and making your table a welcome and pleasant place to be. What’s more important than being a positive role model for everyone around you and getting along with others and having a good time?

Most of the best players in the world are ladies and gentlemen at the table and have been from their earliest days in the game, but there have been too many high-level scandals. Luckily, Boye Brogeland of Norway and other notable experts have risked their reputations and spent countless hours trying to clean up the most prestigious events. It seems like we are headed in the right direction, so let’s also make the experience more enjoyable for anyone who wants to play organized bridge. The ACBL has tried to foster such a setting with the Zero Tolerance Policy, but most of the responsibility falls to the bridge club owners and directors. It’s not easy . . . when I ran my bridge club after my college days, besides figuring out how to pay the bills, one of my most difficult decisions was how to handle the few players who caused problems at the table consistently.

You can choose which principles apply to you and your game. For example, I give advice to consider playing fewer complicated conventions to keep the game simpler. Later there are some recommended conventions I’ve played that you might want to consider, because they have been helpful to me. Much of what is appropriate for you to improve depends on your personality and how much work you want to put into being a better player, but as I have stressed throughout my book, you can always be a role model for those around you.

I hope that by reading my advice and sharing this with your partners and friends, we’ll all be doing a little more to make the bridge world a friendlier and better environment. Thank you for the chance to share these tips with you.

IN LIFE AND BRIDGE, HAVE FUN! My favorite author, Joseph Campbell, expressed this best:

“Follow your bliss.” and “Participate joyfully in the sorrows of the world.”

Sincerely, Randy


SECTION ONE

Having Fun and Useful Habits
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ONE

Be a Good Partner

by Marty Bergen

“When One Great Scorer comes to write against your name, He marks, not that you won or lost, but how you played the game.”

(One of my favorite quotes, expressed perfectly by Grantland Rice, a brilliant and renowned 20th Century sportswriter).

THE FOLLOWING 21 RULES from Marty Bergen (from his classic book “Points Schmoints” and reprinted in the ACBL Bulletin) give all players profound advice, simply and wisely. If these rules describe your regular partner or partners, please pat yourself and your partner on the back. If he has a few bad habits, maybe a copy of these rules will furnish a subtle hint to pay closer attention to them. If you cannot ever bring them to his attention or his behavior violates most of the rules, it’s seriously time to wave good-bye, even if this is a difficult divorce.

21 Rules for being a good partner

Many years ago when doing the planning and research for what became my book “Points Schmoints,” I compiled a list of rules for being a good partner. From what I have observed in the 20-plus years since then, there is no player in the world who would be hurt by reading and thinking about these guidelines.

I have also included several appropriate bridge quotes. The source for these was the excellent book “Classic Bridge Quotes” by Jared Johnson. Here is the most appropriate one:

“I have always believed that your attitude toward your partner is as important as your technical skill at the game.”
—Rixi Markus, one of the all-time great players

I agree 100% with Ms. Markus on this topic: Half the battle in trying to win at bridge is being a good partner. Accordingly, I heartily recommend to all players to try very hard to always observe these rules:

1.Do not give lessons, unless you are being paid to do so. Even then, unless you are very sure that is the appropriate time and setting, think twice before sharing your “wisdom” with others.

“According to an evening paper, there are only five real authorities on bridge in this country. Odd how often one gets one of them as a partner.” — Punch, a British magazine.

2.Never say anything to your partner that you wouldn’t want him to say to you. If you are even slightly unsure whether your partner would want you to say something, keep quiet.

3.Do not “result” — that is to say, do not criticize your partner for a normal action just because it didn’t work this time.

4.Unless your intent is to clear up a misunderstanding, avoid discussing the hand just played. If you cannot resist, be discreet.

In my partnership with Larry Cohen, we agreed to go even further. Since even an amicable discussion might distract one of us from concentrating 100% on the next boards, and the likelihood of the identical auction recurring during that session was small, we would refrain from clearing up the misunderstanding until after the session.

5.Remember that you and your partner are on the same team.

6.Don’t forget that your partner wants to win as much as you do (even though sometimes his bid or play was so bizarre that it caused you to have serious doubts).

7.If you feel the urge to be nasty, sarcastic, critical or loud, excuse yourself and take a walk.

8.When there is time between hands, do not discuss bridge.

9.If you choose to ask another player about a disaster, ask about your hand, not your partner’s.

10. Do not ever criticize or embarrass your partner in front of others.

11. Remember that bridge is only a game.

12. Have a good time, and make sure your partner does also. “Bridge is for fun. You should play the game for no other reason. You should not play bridge to make money, to show how smart you are, or show how stupid your partner is . . . or to prove any of the several hundred other things bridge players are so often trying to prove.” —Bridge legend Charles Goren.

13. Trust your partner; do not assume he has made a mistake.

14. Although it may be unfashionable, it really is OK to be pleasant to a partner with whom you also happen to live.

15. Think before verbally analyzing a hand. Don’t embarrass yourself with an inaccurate comment. “The worst analysts and the biggest talkers are often one and the same.”— Columnist Frank Stewart.

16. When you voluntarily choose to play bridge with someone, it is not fair to get upset when partner does not play any better than usual.

17. Never side with an opponent against your partner. Either support your partner or say nothing.

18. If you think you are too good for a partner, and do not enjoy playing bridge with him, do everyone a favor and play with someone else. That is clearly much better than being a martyr. However, be careful before burning bridges — another player’s grass may not be greener.

19. Learn your partner’s style, regardless of how you feel about it. Do not expect your partner to bid exactly as you would. When partner bids, consider what he will have, not what you would.

20. Picture problems from partner’s point of view. Seek the bid or play that makes his life easiest.

21. Sympathize with partner if he makes a mistake. Let your partner know that you like him, and always root for him 100%.

MARTY BERGEN was voted one of the 25 most influential people in the history of bridge. He is a renowned teacher at all levels of the game and he has written over 60 popular books including “Points Schmoints,” “Marty Sez” and “Better Bidding with Bergen,” one of his earlier works which I enjoyed editing and publishing. Marty has had a regular column in the ACBL Bulletin for over 40 years, he’s an ACBL Grand Life Master, and one of the leading theorists, developing many new conventions including Bergen Raises, DONT, and the Rule of 20.

The following is one of the best examples of how to be a good partner from the 1957 European Championships.

DEALER: North•VULNERABLE: North-South






	
	♠—
♥K Q J 7 5 2
♦Q J 10
♣8 6 5 4
	



	♠A 9
♥8 5 4
♦A 2
♣A K Q J 10 3
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	♠K Q 10 7 6 4 3
♥—
♦K 8 7 6 5 3
♣—



	
	♠J 8 5 2
♥A 10 9 6
♦9 4
♣9 7 2
	






   
   
   
   
      
	 	NORTH
	 	EAST
	 	SOUTH
	 	WEST
      

      
	 	Jais
(France)
	 	Forquet
(Italy)
	 	Trezel
(France)
	 	Siniscalco
(Italy)
      

      
	 	 
	 	 
	 	 
	 	 
      

      
	 	1♥
	 	4♠
	 	Pass
	 	4NT
      

      
	 	Pass
	 	6♦
	 	Pass
	 	6♠
      

      
	 	Pass
	 	7♠
	 	Double
	 	7NT
      

      
	 	Double
	 	All pass
	 	
	 	
      




Trezel’s double of 7♠ betrayed the trump position, giving Forquet a chance to make his contract. Forquet’s partner, Siniscalco ran to 7NT and he lost the first six heart tricks. Italy recovered and won the match, due largely to Forquet’s ability to deal with the disaster. He didn’t say a word and simply went on to the next hand. His behavior enabled his partner to recover his composure and play well for the rest of the match.

Out of all the experts in the 1950s and 1960s, one of the most popular was Howard Schenken. He was always a gentleman and virtually everyone wanted to play with him. They explained that they had a big edge because they were Howard’s favorite partner. Each of his “favorite partners” played well when they sat across from him.

Here are two more quotes, one on how to think at the table and one on a habit to avoid:

“Never reproach your partner if there is the slightest thing for which you can reproach yourself.”
—Ely Culbertson

“It’s always partner’s fault.”
—The First Rule of Bridge

I’ll close this principle with an old joke for two reasons. It’s a funny story and it also has an important message about being a good partner and having fun at the table . . .

Sheryl accompanied Wayne, her bridge partner, to the doctor’s office. After his checkup, the doctor called Sheryl into his
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