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Get the most from this book

Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.

Tick to track your progress [image: ]

Use the revision planner on pages iv and v to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:


•  revised and understood a topic

•  tested yourself

•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers.



You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes to the page at the back of the book as you work through each topic.

Features to help you succeed
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Key concepts

Clear, concise definitions of the key concepts from the specification are provided where they first appear.
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Useful words

Clear, concise definitions of useful words are provided where they first appear.
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Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning.
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Sources of wisdom and authority

Quotations from key religious sources will support your understanding of religious beliefs.
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Exam focus

Example answers to exam style questions with activities to help you improve your exam technique are provided for each component.
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Exam practice

Practice exam questions are provided for each component. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Knowledge check

All of the key concepts for each topic are presented in a table to help you check that you know these essential definitions.
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Summary questions

These short, knowledge-based questions will help you to consolidate your knowledge at the end of each topic.
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Online

Go online to check your answers at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes
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My revision planner

Component 1: Foundational Catholic theology

Theme 1 Origins and meaning

Origins and meaning

Creation

The Bible

Painting

Symbolism

Loving and serving in Catholic communities in Britain and elsewhere

Theme 2 Good and evil

Good, evil and suffering

Trinity

Incarnation

Jesus and moral authority

Sculpture and statuary

Popular devotion in Catholic communities in Britain and elsewhere

Component 2: Applied Catholic theology

Theme 3 Life and death

Death and the afterlife

Eschatology

The Magisterium

Artefacts

Music and the funeral rite

Prayer within Catholic communities in Britain and elsewhere

Theme 4 Sin and forgiveness

Crime and punishment

Redemption

Church

Buildings

Sacraments

Mission and evangelisation in Britain and elsewhere

Component 3: Judaism

Theme 5 Judaism: Beliefs and teachings

The study of Judaism

The nature of God

Messiah (mashiach)

Covenant

Life on earth

The afterlife

Theme 6 Judaism: Practices

Worship: practices in Britain and elsewhere

The synagogue

Rituals

Daily life

Festivals: practices in Britain and elsewhere

Glossary
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A note on the authors

Andrew Barron is the Schools RE Advisor for the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle. He wrote Components 1 and 2 as well as all the exam-style questions in this book.

Joy White is an experienced RE teacher, advisor, author and examiner. She wrote the Judaism content for Component 3 but has not written any exam-style questions in this book.
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Assessment structure

EDUQAS GCSE Religious Studies requires students to complete three component examination papers:



	Component 1: Foundational Catholic Theology

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes

37.5% of qualification




	Candidates will study the following two themes:

Theme 1: Origins and Meaning

Theme 2: Good and Evil

This component will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing on knowledge, understanding and evaluation of the identified themes.







	Component 2: Applied Catholic Theology

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes

37.5% of qualification




	Candidates will study the following two themes:

Theme 1: Life and Death

Theme 2: Sin and Forgiveness

This component will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing on knowledge, understanding and evaluation of the identified themes.







	Component 3: Study of Judaism

Written examination: 1 hour

25% of qualification




	Candidates will study the beliefs, teachings and practices of Judaism.

This component will be assessed by compulsory questions focusing on knowledge, understanding and evaluation of the subject content.





Answering questions

There are four types of questions you will be asked.
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Each question will tell you the amount of marks it is worth.

This should help you to decide how much time to spend on it as well as the depth of your answer.

The space in the exam booklet will give you an idea of how much to write, although it isn’t expected that you will fill it all.

Make sure you read the question carefully. It will give you some important cues about what to include in your answer to get the most marks.

Question a

These questions are worth 2 marks. Marks are allocated as follows:

1 mark for providing a limited definition

2 marks for giving and accurate and appropriate definitions.

Question b



	Band
	Band descriptor
	Mark total



	3
	An excellent, coherent answer showing knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. An excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

	4–5



	2
	A good, generally accurate answer showing knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately.

	2–3



	1
	A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way.

	1



	0
	No relevant information provided.
	0




Question c



	Band
	Band descriptor
	Mark total



	4
	An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing knowledge and understanding of the diversity of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

An excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

	7–8



	3
	A very good, detailed explanation showing knowledge and understanding of the diversity of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority accurately and appropriately.

	5–6



	2
	A good, generally accurate explanation showing some knowledge and understanding of the diversity of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately.

	3–4



	1
	A limited and/or poorly organised explanation showing limited knowledge and understanding of the diversity of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way.

	1–2



	0
	No relevant information provided.
	0




Component 1 Question 1d



	Band
	Band descriptor
	Mark total



	5
	An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints.

An excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

An excellent, highly detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by Humanists and Atheists.

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

	13–15



	4
	A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints.

A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

A very good, detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by Humanists and Atheists.

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail.

	10–12



	3
	A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

A good, reasonably detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by Humanists and Atheists.

Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.

	7–9



	2
	Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

A limited consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by Humanists and Atheists.

Uses limited religious/specialist language, terms and/or few sources of wisdom and authority.

	4–6



	1
	A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different viewpoints. Tenuous attempt or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

A very basic consideration or no consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by Humanists and Atheists.

Poor use or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.

	1–3



	0
	No relevant point of view stated.
	0




All other d questions



	Band
	Band descriptor
	Mark total



	5
	An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

	13–15



	4
	A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints.

A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail.

	10–12



	3
	A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.

	7–9



	2
	Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses limited religious/specialist language, terms and/or few sources of wisdom and authority.

	4–6



	1
	A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different viewpoints. Tenuous attempt or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Poor use or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.

	1–3



	0
	No relevant point of view stated.
	0





Origins and meaning
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Key concepts

Creation ex nihilo means creation out of nothing. Before God created the universe, nothing existed. Only God can create out of nothing.

Omnipotence is the belief that God is all powerful.
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Catholic beliefs about the origin of the universe and the concept of creation

Catholic beliefs about creation


•  Christians refer to the act of God bringing the universe into being as creation. Nothing existed before God created it.

•  Only God creates, because he is omnipotent or all powerful.

•  This idea of creating out of nothing is called in Latin, creation ex nihilo.

•  This belief can be found in the Bible. It can also be found in the writing of St Augustine.
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Sources of wisdom and authority

You, O Lord […] made something in the beginning, which is of yourself, in your wisdom, which is born of your own substance, and you created this thing out of nothing. You created heaven and earth but you did not make them of your own substance. If you had done so, they would have been equal to your only-begotten Son, and therefore to yourself, and justice could in no way admit that what was not of your own substance should be equal to you.

(St Augustine, Confessions xii, 7)

[image: ]
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Now test yourself

Read the extract from St Augustine.


1  What does it tell us about God and his role in creation? How does this agree with Genesis?
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Differing Christian attitudes to the creation story

The story of creation was written thousands of years before modern science existed. Christians understand the story in different ways, depending on whether they interpret the Bible text literally or non-literally.

Some Christians take a fundamentalist approach. They believe that the account of creation as it appears in the Bible is an accurate account of what happened – this belief is known as creationism. They believe that the creation of the world and everything in it took place in six calendar days, exactly as the book of Genesis says. This stems from the view that the Bible is the inspired word of God, which is never mistaken.

Some Christians think that the creation story is not meant
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1  What is meant by creation ex nihilo?

2  What is a creationist?

3  Explain how creationists and Catholics differ in their ideas about the creation of the world.

4  Explain the similarities and differences between Jewish and Catholic explanations of creation.
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The origin of the universe

The Big Bang theory


•  The branch of science which studies the origins of the universe is called cosmology.

•  The current scientific thinking about the creation of the world is that it was caused by the big bang.

•  This claims that all matter was originally concentrated into a tiny point which, as a result of a massive explosion in space 13.7 billion years ago, expanded into the universe and is still expanding today.

•  This explosion, or big bang, caused particles and atoms to be formed. This led to the formation of stars and planets.

•  This theory has led some people, such as Stephen Hawking, to doubt the existence of God completely, saying that we can explain the origins of the world without the need for a creator God.

•  Powerful telescopes can detect evidence of background radiation which is thought to be left over from the initial expansion at the start of the universe.



The Catholic view of the Big Bang theory


•  Catholics are happy to accept the Big Bang, as this theory supports their belief that God created the universe out of nothing.

•  Many Christians accept the scientific explanations, but say that we must understand Genesis symbolically, not as a scientific explanation of the beginning of the world, but as a theological statement about the world’s relationship to God.

•  In fact, the Big Bang theory was put forward by a Catholic priest, Father Georges Lemaître.

•  Science explains how the universe came about and Genesis explains why the universe began.



Is there a conflict between science and religion?
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1  What is the Big Bang?

2  Explain Catholic views on the Big Bang.

3  Explain why a creationist might have a problem with the Big Bang theory.
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The theory of evolution and Catholic beliefs about creation
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Scientific theories of evolution


•  According to science, life came about as a result of a process known as evolution.

•  This idea was proposed by Charles Darwin.

•  This is the idea that organisms gradually change and develop into new species by a process known as ‘natural selection’.

•  Certain characteristics help animals to survive. As they breed and pass these traits on over generations, it leads to new species developing.

•  This is a process which takes millions of years to come about.

•  The theory of evolution is supported by fossil record, which reveals that a large number of species have died out.

•  DNA research shows that there are many similarities between species.



Richard Dawkins


•  A modern supporter of this view is Richard Dawkins.

•  Dawkins is an Atheist and believes evolution does away with the need for God and the belief that humans have souls.

•  Dawkins argues that each living organism’s body is just a survival machine for its genes and does not serve any other purpose.

•  Humans are just a genetic mutation and are just advanced animals.



The Catholic view of evolution


•  Some Christians do not accept the theory of evolution; they see it as an attack on their faith, especially if they read the Bible literally.

•  Catholics do not interpret the Bible literally. Genesis needs to be understood symbolically.

•  Pope John Paul II restated the view of pope Pius XII that there is no conflict between evolution and the teaching of the Christian faith.

•  What is important to Catholics is not whether God chose to create through the process of evolution over many millions of years, but that in Genesis, God created with purpose (purposeful creation) and so everything that exists is part of his loving plan.

•  This is what is important for Catholics to understand; not how it happened but why it happened.
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1  In a few sentences, explain what evolution means.

2  What scientific evidence supports the theory of evolution?

3  Describe Catholic attitudes to evolution.

4  Explain how Richard Dawkins’ views challenge Catholic beliefs.
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Catholic views on the origin and sanctity of human life

Sanctity of life


•  Most people, religious or not, would accept that human life is special and should be cared for.

•  Catholics believe each person is unique because God made them.

•  The creation of humans was unlike the rest of creation because they were made in a unique way and in the image of God. The Latin term for ‘in the image of God’ is imago Dei.

•  The Catholic Church teaches that all human life is sacred and that everyone has a right to life which should be protected and valued at every stage.
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Saint Catherine of Siena – the image of God (imago Dei)




•  Humans come from God – in the same way that children come from their parents or your reflection in the mirror shows you: ‘Her dignity is that of her creation, seeing that she is in the image of God.’

•  Love – God creates out of love. The fact that humans are made with dignity and in God’s image shows how much he loves them. ‘You are taken with love for her, for by love indeed you created her.’
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1  What is the meaning of imago Dei?

2  Explain what St Catherine of Siena’s writings say about the idea of imago Dei.

3  Explain whether Jewish beliefs about the sanctity of life are similar to Catholic beliefs.
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The abortion debate


Different views on abortion







	Pro-life
	Pro-choice



	The idea that abortion is always wrong and every human (including embryos) has a right to life.
	The idea that a woman should be able to choose what happens to her own body. This includes choosing to end a pregnancy.




The Catholic Church and abortion


•  The Catholic Church is against abortion in all circumstances.

•  Catholics believe human life is sacred.

•  The Catholic Church teaches that life begins at conception.

•  It is God who gives life at this moment and it is the start of a human being’s relationship with God.

•  Abortion is therefore seen as murder, a great moral evil, which is against one of the Ten Commandments: ‘Do not murder.’

•  The foetus has a right to life and termination is a great moral evil.

•  Instead of having an abortion the Church would encourage those in this situation to give a child up for adoption.

•  If a mother’s life is in danger during the pregnancy (for example ectopic pregnancy) then action to save the life of the mother even if it threatens or destroys the life of the unborn child is acceptable. The intention is to save the mother, the effect on the child is not directly intended but is a side effect. This is known as the Principle of Double Effect.



Other Christian views on abortion



•  If the pregnancy is the result of rape, an abortion might be the best option for the quality of life of the woman.

•  If continuing the pregnancy might be dangerous to the woman’s physical or mental health, then abortion should be allowed.

•  If the child is likely to be severely disabled and so effect its quality of life.
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1  Explain the Catholic approach to abortion.

2  Explain why some Christians think abortion is ‘the lesser of two evils’.

3  Explain the difference between ‘pro-life’ and ‘pro-choice’.





Humanist views on abortion



A Humanist’s view about sanctity of life – Peter Singer


•  Peter Singer is a Humanist and has some controversial ideas in relation to abortion and the value of life.

•  He argues that even though all human life has value, it is not of equal value.

•  If a person has no ability to think, relate to others or experience then their life has limited value.

•  Therefore, embryos and newborn babies are all examples of biological but ‘non-human persons’.

•  Therefore, it is morally acceptable to take the lives of these ‘non-human persons’ if it will bring about less suffering and greater happiness.

•  This not only applies to abortion, but also euthanasia (allowing someone suffering from a serious illness to die). A brain-dead person has no real value and therefore euthanasia is acceptable.
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•  Singer argues a conscious animal such as a dog, has more mental capacity and is more of a ‘person’ than a baby or an elderly person with dementia.

•  Singer argues that animals have similar responses to humans, in that they feel pleasure and pain and therefore their interests must be taken into account.

•  Therefore, arguing that human life is more important than any other type of life is wrong. This is the same as being racist. It is discriminatory and ‘speciesist’.
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Catholic response to Singer’s views
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1  Explain what Catholics believe about the sanctity of life.

2  Explain how a Humanist might disagree with the Catholic view on the sanctity of life.

3  What is meant by ‘speciesism’?
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totake. collections in a pushke box.

family should live according to the Shema.
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Locally
This basic message of God's love is passed on by the parish (celebration of the Mass,
sacraments, Bible study, charitable work, social events, parish retreats, outreach events,
etc.). Also the parish can engage with other Christian churches, other faith communities.
Individual Catholics might choose a career like teaching, medicine or caring which
demonstrates Christ’s love for the world. They might work as a catechist, sharing their
faith with other people. A catechist is someone who works in the parish preparing
people to receive the sacraments. Being married and raising children to follow Jesus is
one of the ways Catholics live out the gospel.

How does the Church engage in evangelisation?

Nationally Globally
On a national level, the Bishops’ Conference of a The Church proclaims the gospel to
country helps Catholics to know and share the gospel. the whole world through the global
In 2015 a national evangelisation initiative called figure of the Pope who visits countries
Proclaim “15: building missionary parishes, was representing the Church. He attends
introduced by the Church through Cardinal Vincent World Youth Days. The Church also
Nichols: it was designed to affirm the good work uses modern media like Twitter and
that is already being done by the Catholic community, YouTube.
and to provide resources to develop new expressions The Church lives out the Gospel in
of Catholic missionary outreach. Individual Catholics the work of international charities
might attend national events and conferences to like CAFOD and CARITAS.

share their faith.
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on the one hand:

* Keeping the mitzvot
that s in the Torah

* Part of Jewish tradition
that has been passed
down through history.

* Part of Jewish identity
binding together the
Jewish communty.

©On the other hand:

© There are few kosher
shops in Britain.

© Kosher food is often
very expensive

* Itis difficult to eat out
socially and keep a
kosher diet.
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Torah is the five books of Moses (Genesis, Exodus,

Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy). It s the holiest
part of the Tenakh. Jews will try to follow the mitzvot of
the Torah in their daily lfe. Passages from the Torah are
read each week in the synagogue and in rituals
such as bar mitzvah.

Tenakh is made up of the Torah,
the Neviim (Prophets) and the
Ketuvim (writings).

The Ketuvim (writings) records
how Jews behaved towards God.
Itincludes the Psalms which are
often recited in worship.

The Neviim (prophets) are books of the
prophets which are studied to leamn
about the history of Judaism. Extracts are
read each week in the Shabbat service.

The Gemara is the

The Mishnah contains the
Oral Torah, the Halakah

(teachings on issues of Law)
and the Haggadah
(guidance on teaching).

The Talmud is a combination
of the Mishnah and the Gemara.
When extracts from the Torah
are undear then the Talmud
often gives further explanation.

commentary on the
Mishnah which gives
further details and
guidance on issues of
law and worship.
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Knowing they will be
punished will make a
criminal think twice
before breaking the law.

Punishments can't be
100 harsh to deter people,
they must be proportionate
to the crime.

Seeing criminals being
punished puts other
people off committing
the same crime.

For Christians,
punishments should
be motivated by
justice not by revenge.

Retribution —

making the criminal

pay for what they
have done.

Deterrence —
punishments

put people off
committing crime

Aims of punishment

Can be seen as
being ‘soft on
criminals'.

“An eye for
an eye’
Exodus 21:24

Means that criminals are

less likely to commit crime

again and helps them to
become productive
members of society.

Rehabilitation -
helping criminals reform,
through education,
counselling and training,
so they don't re-offend.

People feel that it is
fair and just that
criminals ‘get what
they deserve’.

Studies have found that

societal factors like poverty
and poor parenting mean
that people are more likely
to turn to crime; unless
these are addressed then
people will continue
10 offend.
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Evil exists

Inconsistent’

Godis e God is
omnipotent omnibenevolent
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613 Mitzvot
In the Torah
there are 613 duties.
Orthodox Jews
try to observe as
many of the
613 as they can
Reform Jews say that
some are not relevant
to twenty-first
century.

Both
Some Jews

see the mitzvot asa

quide-ine, others

as a path to follow
or be punished.

Al believe people
have free will

Free will
The Torah teaches
God has given Jews
freedom to chose
whatis right or wrong.
Each Jew is believed
1o be born with two
indinations — to do
good or bad.
Studying the Torah
can help humans
choose to do
good
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Faith
Mary had total faith in
God and in her son. She
did not question God’s will when
she was told that she would

have a child, even though she was
a virgin. At the very end, she did
not desert her son, but was one
of his few followers to follow
him right up to the foot
of the cross.

Discipleship
Mary is a true disciple.
She spent her whole life
dedicated to Jesus. When
Mary was told by the angel
that she was to be the mother
of the Christ, she accepted
willingly and joyfully. This
makes her a role model and
a guide to the way
Christians should
serve God.

Mary as
model of the
Church

Dedication
Mary is an example of
total self-giving. She did
not hold back but gave her
whole life to God. This is how
Christians should be too.
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1. St Augustine
says that the existence
of evil helps people to
appreciate the good in
the world. For example,
being unwell helps us
to appreciate when
we are healthy.

Augustine’s
three answers
to the question
of suffering

3. St Augustine
says God allows
suffering because he is
omnipotent and good. He
allows evil because in his
goodness and power he is
always able to bring a
greater good out of
suffering. Suffering
can be beneficial

2. St Augustine
says that evil is just
the absence of good
things. This is called
privation. God does not

cause or permit evil
because evil isn't
even a thing.






