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Welcome to Exousia Prayers Through the Bible. The word exousia is a Greek term meaning authority or delegated power — the kind of spiritual authority Jesus gives to those who follow Him. This twelve-book series is designed to carry you through the entire Bible in one year, while deepening your devotional and prayer life day by day. Book Five spans the return from exile and the first poetry of Scripture — Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Job, and the opening Psalms — across the thirty-one days of May, reading three to four chapters each day.

	Read the chapters first.  Open your Bible and read the assigned chapters for the day before reading the devotional. Let God's Word speak to you directly.

	Reflect on the theme and key verse.  Each day highlights a unifying theme and an anchor verse that ties the day's chapters together.

	Study the unified devotional.  Rather than commenting on every verse, the devotional weaves the day's chapters into one reflection, drawing out the main truths to meditate on.

	Go deeper with the parallel passages.  The cross-referenced Scriptures connect the day's reading to the wider message of the Bible, broadening the scope of your prayer and intercession.

	Pray the fifteen prayer points.  Each prayer point is rooted in Scripture — drawn from both the day's chapters and the parallel passages. Pray them aloud, personalize them, and let them launch you into your own conversation with God.

	Stay consistent.  The goal is a sustainable daily rhythm of reading, reflecting, and praying that builds your spiritual life and carries you through the whole Bible across the year.
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May Reading Plan
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Ezra • Nehemiah • Esther • Job • Psalms 1–26  •  101 chapters over 31 days

Day 1..........................................................Ezra 1 – 3

Day 2..........................................................Ezra 4 – 6

Day 3.........................................................Ezra 7 – 10

Day 4......................................................Nehemiah 1 – 3

Day 5......................................................Nehemiah 4 – 6

Day 6......................................................Nehemiah 7 – 9

Day 7....................................................Nehemiah 10 – 13

Day 8........................................................Esther 1 – 3

Day 9........................................................Esther 4 – 6

Day 10......................................................Esther 7 – 10

Day 11..........................................................Job 1 – 3

Day 12..........................................................Job 4 – 6

Day 13..........................................................Job 7 – 9

Day 14........................................................Job 10 – 12

Day 15........................................................Job 13 – 15

Day 16........................................................Job 16 – 18

Day 17........................................................Job 19 – 21

Day 18........................................................Job 22 – 24

Day 19........................................................Job 25 – 27

Day 20........................................................Job 28 – 30

Day 21........................................................Job 31 – 33

Day 22........................................................Job 34 – 36

Day 23........................................................Job 37 – 39

Day 24........................................................Job 40 – 42

Day 25.......................................................Psalms 1 – 4

Day 26.......................................................Psalms 5 – 8

Day 27......................................................Psalms 9 – 12

Day 28.....................................................Psalms 13 – 16

Day 29.....................................................Psalms 17 – 20

Day 30.....................................................Psalms 21 – 23

Day 31.....................................................Psalms 24 – 26

DAY 1  —  READING: Ezra 1 – 3
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God Stirs Hearts to Rebuild
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KEY VERSE

“Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites — everyone whose heart God had moved — prepared to go up and build the house of the LORD.”

— Ezra 1:5

DEVOTIONAL

Ezra opens with the fulfillment of God's promise. Just as Jeremiah had foretold, after seventy years of exile, God stirs the heart of King Cyrus of Persia to issue a decree allowing the Jews to return and rebuild the temple. The God who moved the heart of a pagan emperor is the God who orchestrates history to keep His word. Nothing — not empires, not exile, not the passing of decades — can prevent the fulfillment of what God has promised. He works behind the scenes, even in the hearts of kings, to accomplish His purposes for His people.

Notice that the return happens through “everyone whose heart God had moved.” God not only opened the door but stirred the hearts of His people to walk through it. The work of God advances through willing hearts that He has prepared and prompted. We do well to ask God to stir our hearts toward the things He is doing, and to respond when He prompts us. The returning exiles also carried back the sacred articles that had been taken from the temple — God restores what was lost when His people return to Him.

Ezra 3 records the rebuilding of the altar and the laying of the temple's foundation. Before the walls or structure, they restored worship and sacrifice, building the altar first “despite their fear.” When the foundation is laid, the people respond with a mixture of joyful shouting and weeping — the young rejoicing at the new beginning, the old weeping at the memory of the former glory. Every new work of God carries both joy and the ache of what was lost. The lesson is clear: when we return to God, we begin by reestablishing worship, even in the face of fear, trusting Him to build the rest.

GOING DEEPER — PARALLEL PASSAGES


•  Jeremiah 29:10 — After seventy years I will bring you back — the promise Ezra 1 fulfills.

•  Proverbs 21:1 — The king's heart is in the Lord's hand — God stirring the heart of Cyrus.

•  Philippians 2:13 — God works in you to will and to act — stirring hearts to build.

•  Haggai 2:9 — The glory of this house will be greater — comfort to those weeping over the former temple.

•  1 Corinthians 3:11 — No foundation but Christ — the foundation laid before the building.


PRAYER POINTS

	Father, thank You that nothing can prevent the fulfillment of Your promises (Ezra 1:1).

	Lord, You stir even the hearts of kings to accomplish Your purposes (Proverbs 21:1).

	I declare that You keep Your word across decades and empires (Jeremiah 29:10).

	Father, stir my heart toward the things You are doing (Ezra 1:5).

	Lord, work in me to will and to act according to Your good purpose (Philippians 2:13).

	I will respond willingly when You prompt my heart (Ezra 1:5).

	Father, restore what was lost when I return to You (Ezra 1:7).

	Lord, help me rebuild the altar of worship first, even in fear (Ezra 3:3).

	I will reestablish worship before anything else in my life (Ezra 3:2–3).

	Father, let me lay my foundation on Christ alone (1 Corinthians 3:11).

	Lord, give me joy at every new beginning You bring (Ezra 3:11).

	I trust You to build the rest once I return to worship (Ezra 3:10).

	Father, comfort me that the glory ahead is greater than the past (Haggai 2:9).

	Lord, let praise rise from me as foundations are laid in my life (Ezra 3:11).

	Father, orchestrate the details of my restoration for Your glory (Ezra 1:1).


DAY 2  —  READING: Ezra 4 – 6
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Opposition, Perseverance, and the Joy of Completion
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KEY VERSE

“They finished building the temple according to the command of the God of Israel.”

— Ezra 6:14

DEVOTIONAL

Ezra 4 reveals that wherever God is at work, opposition often arises. The enemies of Judah first offer to help — a subtle attempt to compromise the work — and when refused, they resort to discouragement, intimidation, and political maneuvering to halt the rebuilding. The work of the temple grinds to a stop for years. Opposition to God's work is real, and it comes in many forms: false friendship, fear, slander, and bureaucratic obstacles. We should not be surprised when resistance rises against what God has called us to do.

Ezra 5 shows how the work resumes. God raises up the prophets Haggai and Zechariah, whose preaching stirs the people to start building again. When challenged by the authorities, the leaders trust God and keep working while the matter is investigated. “The eye of their God was watching over them.” Sometimes the way past opposition is simply to resume the work in faith, trusting God's protective oversight. Prophetic encouragement reignites stalled work, and obedience moves forward even before all obstacles are cleared.

Ezra 6 brings a remarkable turn — the original decree of Cyrus is rediscovered, and King Darius not only confirms it but orders the opponents to fund the very work they tried to stop. The temple is completed, and the people celebrate its dedication and the Passover with great joy. What the enemy meant to hinder, God turned to advance, even compelling adversaries to help. The lesson is one of persevering faith: when we keep going despite opposition, trusting God's watchful care, He brings the work to completion and turns resistance into provision. The God who started the work will finish it.

GOING DEEPER — PARALLEL PASSAGES


•  Philippians 1:6 — He who began a good work will carry it to completion — the temple finished.

•  Haggai 1:8, 14 — Build the house; God stirred their spirits — the prophetic spark that resumed the work.

•  Nehemiah 6:9 — Strengthen my hands against those who discourage — facing opposition with faith.

•  Romans 8:28 — God works all things for good — turning the enemy's hindrance into provision.

•  Galatians 6:9 — Let us not grow weary; in due season we reap — perseverance through opposition.


PRAYER POINTS

	Father, help me discern false friendship that would compromise Your work (Ezra 4:1–3).

	Lord, strengthen me against discouragement and intimidation (Nehemiah 6:9).

	I refuse to be surprised when opposition rises against Your call (Ezra 4:4–5).

	Father, raise up encouragement to reignite what has stalled (Ezra 5:1–2).

	Lord, let me resume Your work in faith despite obstacles (Ezra 5:2).

	I trust that Your eye watches over me as I work (Ezra 5:5).

	Father, turn what the enemy meant to hinder into provision (Romans 8:28).

	Lord, compel even adversaries to help Your purposes (Ezra 6:8).

	I declare that You who began the work will complete it (Philippians 1:6).

	Father, let me finish what You have called me to build (Ezra 6:14).

	Lord, stir my spirit to build Your house (Haggai 1:14).

	I will not grow weary, for I will reap in due season (Galatians 6:9).

	Father, let joy and celebration mark the completion of Your work (Ezra 6:16).

	Lord, move forward in obedience before all obstacles are cleared (Ezra 5:2).

	Father, turn resistance into provision for Your purposes (Ezra 6:8–9).


DAY 3  —  READING: Ezra 7 – 10
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A Prepared Heart and the Courage to Repent
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KEY VERSE

“For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the LORD, and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.”

— Ezra 7:10

DEVOTIONAL

Ezra 7 introduces Ezra himself, a priest and scribe skilled in the Law of God. The key to his life and ministry is found in a beautiful summary: he “devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law... and to teaching” it. Notice the threefold pattern — study, obey, then teach. Ezra did not merely accumulate knowledge; he lived what he learned and then passed it on. This is the model for anyone who would handle God's word rightly. The reason “the hand of the Lord his God was on him” was this prepared, devoted heart. God's favor rests on those who genuinely treasure and obey His word.

Ezra 8 records Ezra leading a group of exiles back to Jerusalem. Before the dangerous journey, Ezra proclaims a fast, humbling the people to seek God's protection rather than asking the king for soldiers. “I was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers... because we had told the king, the gracious hand of our God is on everyone who looks to him.” Ezra's faith was not just talk; he staked the safety of the whole company on God's protection. When we have professed our trust in God, integrity calls us to actually rely on Him rather than reaching for human security.

Ezra 9 and 10 reveal Ezra's brokenness over the people's sin — they had intermarried with the surrounding pagan nations, compromising their devotion to God. Ezra responds not with self-righteous finger-pointing but with deep personal grief and intercession, identifying himself with the people's sin: “I am too ashamed to lift up my face to you.” His heartfelt repentance moves the people to genuine confession and reform. True spiritual leadership grieves over sin and leads others to repentance through humility, not condemnation. When God's word has taken root in us, it produces both holiness and a tender heart that mourns over compromise.

GOING DEEPER — PARALLEL PASSAGES


•  James 1:22 — Be doers of the word, not hearers only — Ezra's study and observance.

•  Psalm 1:2 — His delight is in the law of the Lord — Ezra's devotion to Scripture.

•  2 Timothy 2:15 — A worker who correctly handles the word — Ezra the skilled scribe.

•  Proverbs 28:13 — Whoever confesses and renounces sin finds mercy — the repentance Ezra led.

•  Daniel 9:5–6 — We have sinned; identifying with the people's guilt — like Ezra's intercession.


PRAYER POINTS

	Father, help me devote myself to studying, obeying, and teaching Your word (Ezra 7:10).

	Lord, let me live what I learn before I pass it on (James 1:22).

	I delight in Your law and meditate on it day and night (Psalm 1:2).

	Father, let Your gracious hand rest on me as I treasure Your word (Ezra 7:9–10).

	Lord, make me a worker who rightly handles the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15).

	I will actually rely on You, not reach for human security (Ezra 8:22).

	Father, give me integrity to trust You for what I have professed (Ezra 8:21–23).

	Lord, let my faith be staked on Your protection, not just spoken (Ezra 8:22).

	I humble myself and seek You for safety on every journey (Ezra 8:21).

	Father, give me a heart that grieves over sin and compromise (Ezra 9:3–4).

	Lord, let me intercede humbly rather than point fingers (Ezra 9:6).

	I confess and renounce my sin and find Your mercy (Proverbs 28:13).

	Father, identify me with the need for repentance, not above it (Daniel 9:5–6).

	Lord, lead me and others to genuine confession and reform (Ezra 10:1).

	Father, let Your word produce holiness and a tender heart in me (Ezra 7:10).


DAY 4  —  READING: Nehemiah 1 – 3
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