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When we last left Genie and Teeny, they were having a well-earned nap inside Grant’s ‘NOT-A-TEAPOT’ teapot (let’s call it a tea-lamp from now on!) with Teeny’s owner, Tilly, after a VERY long day at Tilly’s school.

But do you remember what happened next? That’s right, Tilly’s mum walked into Tilly’s bedroom and heard all [image: Image Missing] of sounds coming from the tea-lamp!

And this is exactly where we join them all now …
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Grant was in a deep sleep, [image: Image Missing] and having a lovely dream about being back home in Genie World with his family.

Tilly was smiling in her sleep, having a dream about her three wishes.

Teeny was dribbling in his sleep, having a dream about giant sausages.

[image: Image Missing]

‘Tilly, TILLY, where are you?’ her mum called, picking up the tea-lamp.

Teeny woke up from his dream – oh, and he’d just got to a really good bit! Frantically, he licked Tilly’s cheek as he tried desperately to wake her up. What would happen if Mum discovered them in the tea-lamp with a genie?

[image: Image Missing] Teeny, get off!’ Tilly giggled herself awake. Teeny looked at Tilly, tilted his head to one side, lifted one of his ears and pointed up with one of his paws, signalling her to listen.

[image: Image Missing]

‘Tilly – where are you and what’s going on with this teapot?’ Mum’s voice boomed.

[image: Image Missing] We fell asleep!’ Tilly whispered, and she started to shake Grant. ‘Grant, WAKE UP, quick!’ she said, pouring a glass of sparkly water over his face.

‘Wha-what’s going on? I was having a lovely dream about my dad and sister. They were wearing silly hats. Gosh, I miss them SO much,’ Grant replied sadly.

[image: Image Missing]

‘Grant,’ Tilly whispered, ‘Mum is in my room, and we are in the tea-lamp, way smaller than normal, and about to be in SERIOUS trouble if she finds us in this state!’

‘Don’t worry, Tilly. I have a plan,’ Grant replied confidently.

‘Oh dear,’ said Tilly, looking worriedly at Teeny, who also looked rather concerned.

Mum picked up the tea-lamp and was just about to lift the lid when …

Grant sat up, twiddled his nose and snapped his fingers.

[image: Image Missing]

The front doorbell rang JUST in the nick of time.

Mum put the teapot back on the bed and went downstairs to see who was at the door.

‘QUICK, Grant! You need to get me and Teeny back to normal size before Mum comes back!’ Tilly said.

‘No problem!’ Grant nodded, as he said his magic wishy word:

[image: Image Missing]

Tilly shot up into the air, her head sticking out of the top of the teapot and one arm poking out of the spout.

[image: Image Missing]

‘Grant, this isn’t quite what I had in mind!’ she cried. ‘Try again quickly!’

[image: Image Missing] sorry, Tilly!’ Grant clicked his fingers and – POW! – in a cloud of turquoise smoke and sparkly stars, Tilly and Teeny were normal size again …

Except that Tilly had Teeny’s body, and Teeny had Tilly’s body!

[image: Image Missing]

[image: Image Missing] woofed Tilly … or was it Teeny? It was tricky to tell.

‘Oh no!’ shouted Grant! ‘Not again! Third time lucky, I hope—!’

I think we need your help, reader! Can you concentrate and twiddle your nose as you turn the page?

YES! Well done, reader. It worked!

[image: Image Missing] said Tilly.

[image: Image Missing]

‘Oh no, it DIDN’T work!’ cried Grant.

[image: Image Missing] Tilly giggled. ‘Only kidding! It DID work. Well done, Grant!’

[image: Image Missing] woofed Teeny.

At that moment, they heard the sound of Mum’s footsteps coming back up the stairs. Then, suddenly, she burst into the room.

‘Tilly! Where— Oh, THERE you are! Where were you when I was calling you earlier?’ Mum asked, folding her arms.

‘Sorry, Mum, we were brushing our teeth, weren’t we, Teeny?’ she fibbed.

Teeny smiled a big smile at Mum.

‘Hmm, okay,’ said Mum, ‘but there’s something going on with that teapot. There were some very funny noises coming from inside.’ Mum looked at it, puzzled.

[image: Image Missing]

But Tilly looked down at the tea-lamp with a little smile. Grant was peeping out through the crack in the teapot and blushed.

‘Right, breakfast time, you two!’ Mum shouted as she headed back down the stairs.

Tilly picked up the tea-lamp and Grant popped his head out of the top.

[image: Image Missing]

‘Phew! That was close!’ Tilly said. ‘After breakfast, let’s make a plan about how to get you back to Genie World. Okay, Grant?’

‘Excellent idea, Tilly! I can’t wait to see my family again,’ Grant replied, hiding back inside the pot.
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‘Right, here’s your breakfast,’ Mum said in a rush, putting down two bowls, one on the table with dog food in it, and one on the floor containing porridge. Tilly and Teeny both looked at their bowls and screwed up their faces. Tilly swapped the bowls around and they both wolfed down their food.

‘Right, my darlings,’ said Mum. ‘I’m off to the study to get some work done. You wouldn’t believe how many phone calls I have to make and emails I have to send today! Give me a shout if you need me – and try not to get into any trouble!’ she called, closing the study door behind her.

‘Wow,’ said Grant. ‘Your mum’s a busy lady, Tilly! It’s so nice that you’re here with her, even if she is on the phone a lot of the time. She clearly loves you very much.’

Grant clicked his fingers and the photograph of his dad and sister appeared in his hands.

‘I’m really, really missing my dad and sister today. I wonder what they’re up to,’ Grant said as a tear rolled down his cheek and dropped on to the picture of his family.

[image: Image Missing]

Teeny put his paw on Grant’s hand to reassure him, then he looked up at Tilly.

‘Well, now the coast is clear, Grant, let’s hatch a plan,’ Tilly said.

‘Hatch a plan? Like hatching an egg? I’m a GENIE not a CHICKEN, Tilly!’

‘It’s a turn of phrase, Grant,’ Tilly replied. ‘It means, let’s make a plan for how to get you back to Genie World so you can see your dad and sister again! But first we need to know where Genie World is.’

‘Well, Genie World, or (to give it its official title) [image: Image Missing] is miles and MILES away,’ Grant explained.

‘Like miles away across the SEA somewhere?’ Tilly asked.

‘No, no! Like high, high, high up in the SKY. The queen’s guards threw me and my lamp off the farthest corner of [image: Image Missing] and I tumbled down for THOUSANDS of miles, shooting past stars and whizzing through clouds, until finally I crashed here on Earth.’

[image: Image Missing]

Hmm, thought Tilly, rubbing her chin with wonder. ‘So we need to come up with a way to get you as high up into the sky as possible … Oh, I think I have an idea! Perhaps I can wish you back to [image: Image Missing]?’

‘I’m afraid you can’t, and neither can I,’ Grant replied. ‘I can’t just magic myself back to Genie World, because Queen Mizelda cast a magical spell to keep me out! It makes my tummy feel funny when I think about how much I miss my family and how I might never see them again.’

‘Grant, when I’m away from home, I sometimes feel funny too,’ Tilly said. ‘Mum calls it being homesick. I think that must be how you are feeling today.’ Tilly gave him a hug. ‘I know something that might cheer you up. Where’s your joke book?’

Grant disappeared into the tea-lamp and reappeared with his big joke book. He handed it to Tilly, who flicked through the pages until she found a really, really funny joke.

[image: Image Missing]

‘Okay, Grant.

What has a T at the beginning, a T in the middle and a T at the end?’

Grant thought hard. ‘Er, I dunno.’ He scratched his head.

[image: Image Missing] Tilly cried and she giggled.

Grant sort of chuckled but he still looked very sad.

‘Ooh, what about this one,’ Tilly said, trying again.

‘Why did the genie hate genie school? … Because all they did was

[image: Image Missing]

Grant attempted a smile, but he had to admit it – he was still feeling pretty glum.

Tilly tried again. ‘This one will DEFINITELY cheer you up.

Did you know that every genie has a fish? … Yes, they all have a

[image: Image Missing]

But Grant just looked really sad now and his tummy started to rumble.

‘Oh dear – you really are homesick, aren’t you?’ Tilly said. ‘What we need is some kind of vehicle to get us high into the sky, like … an aeroplane or a rocket, so we can get you back home!’

Tilly started to feel hopeful. She ran upstairs to her room, grabbed her crafting box and hurried back down to the kitchen.

Grant looked at the box. ‘Now, I love crafting as much as anyone, Tilly,’ he said. ‘But even I can’t make a rocket out of a cardboard box!’
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Grant the Genie is happy living in the real world in a teapot with his best friend, the dog, Teeny.

But keeping a genie a secret on Earth is harder than they’d both thought – especially when Grant wants to go to school with Teeny’s owner Tilly.

Then Grant accidentally gives three wishes to the school’s bully and a whole heap of trouble ensues. Will they be able to make everything right again? Or is that just wishful thinking?

 

Click on the cover to read more.
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