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Introduction

My house, built in 1895, sits on a quiet residential street dotted with century-old homes. When I moved in, the previous owner—a history buff like me—gifted me a copy of a giant plat map of the neighborhood in the early 1900s. It illustrates the parcels, structures, and even names of property owners at that moment in time.

Whenever I look at that map, I imagine the street at the turn of the century. I picture families walking to and from the nearby churches and business district, residents tending vegetable gardens, kids playing in the woods.

Simply put, it brings the history of my neighborhood to life.

It’s no wonder, then, that family history buffs have such a fascination with old maps. Like property deeds, birth certificates, census returns and other documents inscribed with ancestors’ names, the cartography of yesteryear serves as a window into the time — and society — in which our forebears lived. Maps help us envision our ancestors’ world.

Of course, genealogists rely on maps for more direct research assistance, too. Maps allow you to:

[image: ] Put your research in geographical context. What county is Petersburg, Kentucky in? Where’s the parcel of land described in that deed? Maps provide the answers.

[image: ] Identify jurisdictions that likely hold your ancestors’ records. By pinpointing your ancestors’ residences on a map, you’ll see which county and county seat to check for records of your family’s births, marriages, property sales, and more.

[image: ] Note the potential locations of “missing” records. If you don’t find records in one place, check a map to see the adjacent jurisdictions. Maybe your ancestors’ records got filed there instead.

[image: ] Track and visualize migrations. As America’s boundaries pushed westward, so did many of our ancestors. When you plot your ancestors’ moves on a map, you might discover why they followed the path they did, based on topography or political boundaries.

[image: ] Understand the evolution of national, state and county borders. Why can’t you find Minnesota census records from 1840? A quick look at a U.S. map of that era reveals that Minnesota Territory wasn’t organized yet — but you could try looking in Missouri or Wisconsin Territory.

Genealogists have many present-day atlases at their disposal for solving jurisdictional questions. It’s also easy to find helpful historical atlases of modern maps that depict periods or moments of the past. Harder to come by are compendiums of historical map reproductions—especially a volume of maps curated specifically around genealogists’ interests.

The Family Tree Historical Maps Book fills that void for American roots researchers, as well as teachers, homeschooling parents and anyone with an interest in U.S. history. It contains hundreds of maps spanning two centuries, hand-picked for their relevance to key times in the history of each U.S. state and the nation as a whole. The subtitle refers to the time frame represented by most of the maps in the book, 1790–1900, but we couldn’t resist including a handful of maps outside these dates that we knew genealogists would appreciate.

The book begins with United States maps, in which you’ll see how the nation evolved, decade by decade, with the shifting of borders, acquisition of land and addition of new states and territories. Following are maps for each state. The state sections feature time lines of milestone events to provide context for the chosen maps; some states also include charming panoramic maps of key cities.

Probably my favorite part of this book is the special-interest maps, which provide intriguing peeks into American society: average family sizes across the country in 1900, concentrations of foreign-born population in 1880 (just as the country’s “great wave” of immigration was beginning), and taxation per capita as of 1870, for example.

We’re grateful to the David Rumsey Historical Map Collection, which has digitally preserved tens of thousands of important cartographic materials—and is the source for many of the maps in this book. Roughly a third of the Rumsey collection is accessible online at <www.davidrumsey.com>. There, you can use the collection’s special image viewer to explore maps of interest in greater detail: Simply search on the map title listed in the credits at the back of the book. You can zoom in with amazing clarity, create “galleries” of favorite maps, even layer old maps over present-day geography with Google Earth. Reprints are also available through the Rumsey website.

The book also showcases items from the outstanding collection of the Library of Congress’ Geography and Map Division, especially its gorgeous panoramic maps.

Like my neighborhood plat map, this book brings 200-plus years of U.S. history to life. Turn the page to open a window into the world of your American ancestors.

Allison Dolan

PUBLISHER
Family Tree Magazine


United States

[image: ] 1755 [image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ] 1783 [image: ]

[image: ]

KEY DATES

1754–1763

French and Indian War

1765–1766

Stamp Act Revolt

1770

Boston Massacre

1773

Boston Tea Party

1775

American Revolution begins

1783

Treaty of Paris ends American Revolution

1789

U.S. Constitution ratified

1798–1800

Undeclared naval war between the United States and France

1803

Louisiana Purchase from France

1810

West Florida becomes a U.S. possession

1812–1814

War of 1812 between United States and England

1819

Spain cedes East Florida to the United States

1836

War of Texas Independence

1838–1839

Trail of Tears forces Cherokee Indians to present-day Oklahoma

1842

U.S. border with Canada finalized

1845

United States annexes Texas

1846

Mexican War begins; United States gains sole possession of Oregon Country

1848

Mexico cedes California, New Mexico, Arizona, Colorado, Utah and Nevada to the United States

1853

Gadsden Purchase of territory along U.S.-Mexico border

1860–1900

U.S. settlers clash with American Indians in the Great Plains and West

1861–1865

U.S. Civil War

1867

Alaska purchased from Russia

1898

Spanish-American War; Spain cedes Puerto Rico, Guam and the Philippines to the United States

1899

American Samoa established

1900

Hawaii becomes a U.S. territory

1903

U.S. acquires Panama Canal Zone (disestablished in 1979)

1917–1918

U.S. involvement in World War I

1941–1945

World War II
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Alabama

KEY DATES

1798

Alabama is part of Mississippi Territory

1802

Georgia abandons claims to Alabama

1817

Alabama Territory established

1819

Alabama statehood

1830

First federal census to cover Alabama

1846

Montgomery becomes capital

1871

Birmingham founded
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BIRMINGHAM, 1885
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Alaska

KEY DATES

1784

First European settlement, on Kodiak Island

1867

U.S. purchases Alaska from Russia

1912

Alaska Territory established

1959

Alaska statehood

1900

First federal census to cover Alaska

1906

Juneau becomes capital
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Arizona

KEY DATES

1776

Tuscon settled

1848

Arizona lands become part of the U.S.

1850

Arizona is part of New Mexico Territory

1861

Phoenix founded

1863

Arizona Territory established

1870

First federal census to cover Arizona

1912

Arizona statehood, Phoenix is state capital
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PHOENIX, 1885
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