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Preface

As a kid, I always used to skip the prefaces in the comedy books I owned. “Why read what the author has to say? This stuff isn’t funny at all,” I thought. Hopefully none of you are like me in that respect. Since it’s easy enough to copy and paste content from my Web site to fill up the rest of this book, I suppose it might be worthwhile to explain how all of this got started and what I think of it.
In March of 2005, The Pacifier, starring Vin Diesel, was released to the masses. Vin was either loved for his badass-ness or mocked for it by most before then, but after that fateful opening weekend most people shifted to the latter camp. One of the Internet forums I visit at SomethingAwful.com had a discussion going where users extrapolated Vin’s strange role as Navy–SEAL-turned-babysitter in the form of these very strange “facts.” They were damn entertaining to read (and even more to visualize), and I thought that it would be a fun little project to compile a bunch of them on a Web site that would randomly spit them out. I had purchased a domain name a few weeks earlier and thought it would be as an appropriate place as any to put this thing.
The Web site, www.4Q.cc/vin, started off as a tweaked version of a random quote generator from HotScripts.com. I had posted a link to the generator on SomethingAwful, and within twenty-four hours the site got over twenty thousand hits. The next day I allowed people to submit their own facts and rate facts already on the site. I also put up ads, but never made much off the ad revenue—usually enough to keep things running, but never too much beyond that. The site continued to grow in popularity over the next few months. It was featured on some well-known Web sites like Defamer.com, Empire Online, and ESPN.com, to name a few.
So where does Chuck Norris come into play? Over the summer of 2005, I put up a poll on the site asking visitors who the next fact generator should be about. There were about twelve choices ranging from the entertainment world (Lindsay Lohan, Samuel L. Jackson) to the political (George Bush, Dick Cheney). There was also a space where visitors could write in their own suggestions. After a week of polling, I was surprised to discover that more people had written in “Chuck Norris” than had voted for any of the other twelve. I wasn’t very familiar with his work beyond Dodgeball and Walker, Texas Ranger, so I was hesitant to select him as the next victim.
However, I forged ahead with the Chuck Norris Fact Generator, getting some much-needed technical help from someone who’d created a similar site for Bob Saget, of all people. The site went live in the summer of 2005, and it took a little while to gain momentum. Helped in part by a mention on CollegeHumor.com, however, by early 2006 we were getting nearly twenty million page views per month. Thus began the Chuck Norris global phenomenon.
As the site’s editor in chief, so to speak, I spent countless hours wading through the thousands of facts that were submitted. In this task I became quite familiar with the deficits of the American educational system, as I encountered all manner of grammatical nightmares, from confusions of “your” with “you’re” to variant spellings of “AIDS” to excessive usage of the exclamation point. Eventually I approved more than ten thousand facts, and a number of copycat sites (all of which stole my content) sprung up all over the Web.
In December of 2005, I had my first chance to meet the man himself. I was asked to appear on CNBC’s The Big Idea with Donny Deutsch and explain the whole thing to him, because he apparently didn’t quite understand it, and I don’t really blame him. While I was waiting in the studio, a guy came over to mic me up and I asked, “Does it suck having to watch MSNBC all day long?” He quickly responded, “This is a live mic; you might not want to say that.”
Chuck and his wife, Gena, were on the show that day talking about a ton of stuff—his book, his charity, prayer in school. About twenty minutes in, I heard a voice in the earbud that had been implanted by that same guy. It was the director. “Hi, Ian…sorry it had to turn out like this, but I’m afraid we’re going to have to cut you out for timing. Sorry to make you haul all the way in.” I’d like to think that this had nothing to do with my MSNBC joke.
A few weeks later, I was watching Lost when my house phone rang. My mom shouted to me, “Ian, pick up the phone!” I refused, because as anyone who watches Lost can attest, it’s hard to stop watching. Then, she called out, “Ian, Chuck Norris’s wife is on the phone.” Well, clearly, I put off Lost for a few minutes to talk to her. Apparently Chuck’s World Combat League was having a fight up at a casino in Connecticut and Chuck wanted me to be there.
What I thought would be my day of reckoning ended up being a pretty interesting conversation involving my father, Chuck, his wife Gena, and Chuck’s business manager and lawyer, ranging from the origins of the site to Chuck’s charity, Kick Start. At the time, everything was cordial, and Chuck seemed amused by the site and the whole phenomenon of Chuck Norris facts. Later, however, Chuck hit me with some roundhouse kicks: first lawyers’ letters and then a lawsuit filed right before Christmas 2007 demanding that we stop publication of this book. Safe to say Chuck’s not amused anymore and has not given the book his endorsement.
Beyond the Donny Deutsch show, there was a ton of additional media coverage, including a great piece in The Washington Post. As a freshman in college, I was pretty wide-eyed about all of it. Thankfully all of the articles written about the site were positive in nature, though there was one that still bothers me to this day: “Heard the One About Chuck Norris?” (February 3, 2006, St. Petersburg Times) by “deputy ‘Floridian’ editor” John Barry. This guy not only called me a “computer geek,” but also went on to say the following about me: “Ian looks like what he is, a kid from Rhode Island, studying the supremely esoteric field of ‘computational biology.’” Not only did this man get my home state wrong (I’m from New York), he also further perpetuated ignorance by mocking a legitimate and upcoming scientific field. I was really expecting a lot more from the deputy “Floridian” editor.
At the site’s peak, I would receive e-mails from fans all over the world. It was a little disturbing to see that there were people from law firms, Fortune 500 companies, major cable networks, and even the London Olympic Committee, who were all wasting time hitting the refresh button on my Web site instead of doing work. One such e-mail was from a visitor from Poland who claimed that Chuck was all the rage in his country. He wasn’t kidding. In April 2006, the second most queried phrase on Google from Poland
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