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Introduction


This collection of practice exercises is designed to provide material for pupils in the early stages of learning Latin, particularly those preparing for the ISEB Common Entrance examination at Level 1, 2 or 3.

It provides extensive material for translation, both into and out of Latin, giving pupils the opportunity to revise or consolidate skills they have learnt in those courses. Much of the material, particularly the passages for translation, will be familiar to those who have used Bob Bass’s excellent collection of Practice Exercises for Levels 1/2/3, previously published by Galore Park.

The vocabulary, grammar and syntax are deliberately geared to the CE revised syllabus. The format of the exercises often, but not always, matches that of the examination, and where appropriate the allocation of marks is the same. Obviously, where particular topics are being revised, it has not always been possible (or useful) to stick to the format and mark scheme of the examination.

In some exercises, pupils are invited to go beyond the requirements of the examination, particularly in the area of English to Latin translation. It is felt that the best way to reinforce some grammatical or syntactical topics is to translate into Latin, and this often requires the use of vocabulary (or grammar) that will not be tested in the examination.

A full set of answers to the exercises is included at the back of the book. As one would expect, these are not intended to be prescriptive, and pupils should not be penalised where their answer does not precisely match the one given, particularly in areas such as the precise form of a tense used. The verb amabat, for example, can regularly be translated as ‘he loved’, ‘he was loving’, or ‘he used to love’; it would be wrong to penalise a pupil who selected a meaning that differed from the one given as the ‘answer’. Please note also that in the answers where a verb is 3rd person singular without a nominative, ‘He’ has been used where of course the answer could be ‘He/She/It’.


The syllabus and your exams

For CE Latin, you will sit an exam lasting one hour. You will choose one of the three levels, Level 1, Level 2 or Level 3, as agreed with your teacher.

The format of each level is the same, but the material gets harder. In each level, there are four questions worth a total of 75 marks, as follows:


Question 1 (15 marks)

A short passage of Latin will be set, on which you will be asked questions, testing your understanding of the passage. You will not be expected to write a translation of the passage, but clearly you need to have translated it in your head, in order to answer the questions.



Question 2 (30 marks)

Another, slightly longer passage will be set, continuing the story from the passage in Question 1. You will be asked to translate this passage, writing your translation on alternate lines.



Question 3 (10 marks)

Another short passage of Latin will be set, continuing the story from the earlier two passages. Questions will be set, testing your knowledge of Latin grammar and how the language works. You will be asked about the derivation of English words, and will be expected to do some simple manipulation of Latin, for example changing the tense of a verb. You will not be asked to translate this passage, but again you will find it difficult to answer the questions unless you have translated it for yourself.



Question 4 (20 marks)

You will be set four sentences to translate into Latin, using words from the English into Latin section of the prescribed vocabulary list.




A note on slavery

There are multiple references to masters and slaves in this book. These are key words for students to learn in Latin – they are in the ISEB’s specification, so could appear in examination papers. However, slavery is a challenging topic, and it is important that it is approached with sensitivity. Students should be taught about the prevalence of slavery in the Roman world alongside the impact slavery has had (and still has) upon today’s world.



Tips on revising


Get the best out of your brain


	•  Give your brain plenty of oxygen: get fresh air and exercise if you can. This will help you revise more effectively.

	•  Eat healthy food while you are revising. Your brain works better when you give it good fuel.

	•  Think positively. Give your brain positive messages so that it will want to study.

	•  Keep as calm as possible. Your brain operates more effectively when it is less stressed.

	•  Take regular breaks during your study time.

	•  Try to get enough sleep. Your brain will carry on sorting out what you have revised while you sleep.





Get the most from your revision


	•  Don’t work for hours without a break. Revise for 20–30 minutes, then take a five-minute break.

	•  Do good things in your breaks: listen to your favourite music, eat healthy food, drink some water, do some exercise or juggle. Don’t read a book, watch TV or play on the computer; it will conflict with what your brain is trying to learn.

	•  When you go back to your revision, review what you have just learnt.

	•  Regularly review the material you have learnt.





Get motivated


	•  Set yourself some goals and promise yourself a treat when the exams are over.

	•  Make the most of all the expertise and talent available to you at school and at home. If you don’t understand something, ask your teacher to explain.

	•  Get organised. Find a quiet place to revise and make sure you have all the equipment you need.

	•  Use year and weekly planners to help you organise your time so that you revise all subjects equally. (Available for download from www.galorepark.co.uk.)

	•  Use topic and subject checklists to help you keep on top of what you are revising. (Available for download from www.galorepark.co.uk.)





Know what to expect in the exam


	•  Use past papers to familiarise yourself with the format of the exam.

	•  Make sure you understand the language examiners use.





Before the exam


	•  Have all your equipment and pens ready the night before.

	•  Make sure you are at your best by getting a good night’s sleep before the exam.

	•  Have a good breakfast in the morning.

	•  Take some water into the exam if you are allowed.

	•  Think positively and try to keep calm.





During the exam


	•  Have a watch on your desk. Work out how much time you need to allocate to each question and try to stick to it.

	•  Make sure you read and understand the instructions on the front of the exam paper.

	•  Allow some time at the start to read and consider the questions carefully before writing anything.

	•  Read every question at least twice. Don’t rush into answering before you have a chance to think about it.

	•  Leave yourself a little time at the end to check over your work.









Exam Practice Questions






Level 1

Chapter 1: 1st conjugation verbs and sum, present tense; 1st declension nouns, nominative and accusative
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Exercise 1.1

Translate the following Latin sentences into English.


	1  femina filias non spectat.
(5)


	2  poeta agricolam superat.
(4)


	3  nauta insulam amat.
(4)


	4  regina poetas et agricolas spectat.
(6)


	5  sagittas et pecuniam paras.
(5)


	6  puellas et agricolas non vocatis.
(6)




Total: 30
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Exercise 1.2

Translate the following English sentences into Latin.


	1  We do not love the woman.
(4)


	2  The sailor watches the queen.
(4)


	3  The girl and the woman are preparing a letter.
(6)


	4  The sailors do not call the girl.
(5)


	5  Girls love spears.
(4)


	6  The girl and the woman do not love the sailor.
(7)




Total: 30
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Exercise 1.3

Translate the following Latin sentences into English.


	1  nautae insulas amant.
(4)


	2  poetae agricolam superant.
(4)


	3  regina poetam et agricolam spectat.
(6)


	4  puellae et agricolae aquam parant.
(6)


	5  feminae filiam non spectant.
(5)


	6  aquam et pecuniam paramus.
(5)




Total: 30
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Exercise 1.4

Translate the following English sentences into Latin.


	1  The queen does not prepare the dinner.
(5)


	2  The sailor looks at the money.
(4)


	3  The girl is not preparing dinner.
(5)


	4  The sailors do not love spears.
(5)


	5  We do not look at the queen.
(4)


	6  The queens and the sailors do not love the woman.
(7)




Total: 30
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Exercise 1.5

Translate the following Latin sentences into English.


	1  feminae et agricola festinant.
(5)


	2  regina poetas et agricolas amat.
(6)


	3  nos insulam spectamus.
(4)


	4  incolae viam parant.
(4)


	5  ego patriam incolarum amo.
(5)


	6  Flavia et agricola nautam vocant.
(6)




Total: 30
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Exercise 1.6

Translate the following English sentences into Latin.


	1  Sailors love the money and the dinners.
(6)


	2  The girls do not look at the money.
(5)


	3  The sailors are preparing the street.
(4)


	4  The queen does not love the sailor.
(5)


	5  You (sing.) do not call the woman.
(4)


	6  The queen and the woman love the sailors.
(6)




Total: 30
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Exercise 1.7

Study the passage below (do not write a translation) and answer the questions which follow. Complete sentences are not required.
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A sailor takes a fancy to Flavia; Flavia takes a fancy to him, too.

Flavia ambulat. Flavia ambulat et cantat. Flavia non laborat. nauta ambulat. nauta ambulat et cantat. nauta non navigat. nauta Flaviam spectat. nauta Flaviam amat. Flavia nautam spectat. Flavia nautam amat.

Flavia clamat. Flavia nautam vocat. nauta clamat. nauta Flaviam vocat. Flavia et nauta cenam parant. Flavia et nauta cantant. Flavia et nauta non pugnant. nauta Flaviam amat et Flavia nautam amat.

[image: ]





	1  Flavia ambulat et cantat. (line 1)
What is Flavia doing?

(2)


	2  nauta ambulat et cantat. (lines 1–2)
What is the sailor doing?

(2)


	3  nauta non navigat (line 2)
What else do we know about the sailor?

(1)


	4  nauta Flaviam spectat. nauta Flaviam amat. (line 2)
What does the sailor think when he sees Flavia?

(2)


	5  Flavia nautam spectat. Flavia nautam amat. (lines 2–3)
Does Flavia think the same of the sailor?

(1)


	6  Flavia clamat. Flavia nautam vocat. nauta clamat. nauta Flaviam vocat. (line 4)
How do Flavia and the sailor communicate with each other?

(3)


	7  Flavia et nauta cenam parant. Flavia et nauta cantant. Flavia et nauta non pugnant. nauta Flaviam amat et Flavia nautam amat. (lines 4)–6)
Describe in your own words what happens at the end of the story.

(4)



Total: 15
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Exercise 1.8

Translate the passage below into good English.
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Total: 100
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Exercise 1.9

Study the passage below and answer the questions which follow. Complete sentences are not required.
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Marcus and Flavia get their dinner together after all.

Marcus est agricola. Flavia est puella. ancilla est. Marcus et Flaviam deam Minervam non amant.

Minerva est dea. Minerva agricolas non amat. ancillas non amat. incolas non amat.

dea agriolam et puellam spectat. Marcus et Flavia laborant. Marcus Flaviam vocat. ‘agricola sum’ inquit. ‘agricola sum et cenam amo.’

Flavia agricolam spectat. deam non amat sed cenam amat. Flavia agricolam vocat. ‘laboras sed cenam amas. aquam amas. deam non amas. deam non amo. sed cenam amamus.’ agricola et puella villam intrant. cenam amant. dea agricolam non spectat. puellam non spectat. cenam non spectat.

[image: ]





	1  This question tests your knowledge of the origins of English words. Complete the table below. One example has been completed for you.
(4)






	Latin word from passage
	Meaning of the Latin word
	An English word which comes from the Latin word





	spectat (line 3)
	watches
	spectator



	vocat (line 3)
	 
	 



	aquam (line 6)
	 
	 






	2  deam (line 1) What is the case of this noun?

	A  nominative

	B  accusative

	C  genitive

	D  ablative
(1)






	3  spectat (line 3) This means she watches. How would you say in Latin they watch?

	A  spectatis

	B  spectas

	C  spectamus

	D  spectant



(1)


	4  laboras (line 5)

	a)  Give the person of this verb.

	A  1st

	B  2nd

	C  3rd


(1)


	b)  Give the number of this verb.

	A  singular

	B  plural
(1)










	5  intrant (line 7) What is the object of this verb?

	A  agricola

	B  ancilla

	C  et

	D  villam
(1)






	6  non spectat (line 7) What is the subject of this verb?

	A  dea

	B  agricolam

	C  non
(1)






Total: 10
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Exercise 1.10

Translate the following English sentences into Latin.


	1  The sailors are building a street.
(4)


	2  The women look at the letter.
(4)


	3  The girl does not love the queen.
(5)


	4  The girl and the woman prepare the dinner.
(6)


	5  You (pl.) call the woman and the sailor.
(5)


	6  The queen loves the girl and the woman.
(6)




Total: 30
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Chapter 2: 1st conjugation verbs and sum, imperfect tense; 1st declension nouns, all cases; prepositions
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Exercise 2.1

Translate the following Latin sentences into English.


	1  femina patriam laudabat.
(4)


	2  poeta agricolam necabat.
(4)


	3  nauta aquam non portabat.
(5)


	4  regina pecuniam feminae dabat.
(5)


	5  agricola in via stabat.
(5)


	6  feminae et agricola in villa habitabant.
(7)




Total: 30
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Exercise 2.2

Translate the following English sentences into Latin.


	1  The women were carrying money.
(4)


	2  The sailor was not praising the queen.
(5)


	3  The girl was entering the street.
(4)


	4  The sailors and women do not carry spears.
(6)


	5  We were not killing girls.
(4)


	6  The girl and the woman were not praising the sailors.
(7)




Total: 30
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Exercise 2.3

Give the case and number of the underlined words and then translate the following sentences into English.


	1  nautae ad insulam navigabant.
(1 + 6)


	2  poetae contra agricolas pugnabant.
(1 + 5)


	3  cum poeta et agricola ambulabas.
(1 + 6)


	4  ad agricolam aquam portabant.
(1 + 5)


	5  feminae filia cantabat.
(1 + 4)


	5  pecuniam reginae dabamus.
(1 + 4)




Total: 36
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Exercise 2.4

Give the case and number of the underlined words and then translate the following sentences into Latin.


	1  Flavia was preparing the dinner.
(1 + 4)


	2  The sailor was looking at the money.
(1 + 4)


	3  The girls and the woman were preparing dinner.
(1 + 6)


	4  Sailors and queens do not praise spears.
(1 + 6)


	5  We were not watching the queen.
(1 + 4)


	6  The girls and the sailors were carrying money.
(1 + 6)




Total: 36
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Exercise 2.5

Give the person and number of the underlined verbs and then translate the following Latin sentences into English.


	1  feminae in villam festinabant.
(1 + 5)


	2  incolae prope villam laborabant.
(1 + 5)


	3  nautae ex insula navigabant.
(1 + 5)


	4  incolae per vias festinabant.
(1 + 5)


	5  agricola trans insulam festinabat.
(1 + 5)


	6  pecuniam et sagittas portabat.
(1 + 5)




Total: 36
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Exercise 2.6

Give the person and number of the underlined verbs and then translate the following English sentences into Latin.


	1  We loved and praised the queen.
(1 + 6)


	2  They were not carrying money.
(1 + 4)


	3  The sailors were not killing the woman.
(1 + 5)


	4  The queen does not praise the sailors.
(1 + 5)


	5  You (pl.) were not praising the women.
(1 + 4)


	6  The queen praised the sailor and the girls.
(1 + 6)




Total: 36
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Exercise 2.7


	1  Study the passage below (do not write a translation) and answer the questions which follow. Complete sentences are not required.
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Marcus and Flavia share an intimate dinner together.

Marcus erat agricola. Flavia erat puella. Marcus ad villam Flaviae festinabat. Marcus aquam portabat. agricola in villam ambulabat. Flavia in villa laborabat. cenam parabat. Flavia cenam parabat et Marcus cantabat.

Flavia prope agricolam laborabat. agricola prope Flaviam stabat. Flavia cum agricola cantabat. agricola cum puella laborabat. puella cenam parabat et agricola aquam portabat.

Marcus cenam laudat. Marcus Flaviam laudat. agricola et puella cenam amant et cantant.

e villa festinant agricola et puella et in via stant. per viam festinant. agricola puellam amat. agricola cenam amat. agricolam puella amat. cenam puella amat.

[image: ]





	a)  Marcus ad villam Flaviae festinabat. (line 1)
What was Marcus doing at the start of the story?

(2)


	b)  Marcus aquam portabat (lines 1–2)
How was Marcus helping?

(1)


	c)  Flavia cenam parabat et Marcus cantabat. (lines 2–3)
When Marcus went into the country house, who was doing what?

(2)


	d)  Flavia prope agricolam laborabat. agricola prope Flaviam stabat. (line 4)
How do we find out in these lines that Marcus and Flavia enjoyed each other’s company?

(2)


	e)  Marcus cenam laudat. Marcus Flaviam laudat. agricola et puella cenam amant et cantant. (line 6)
How do we find out that the dinner was a success?

(3)


	f)  e villa festinant agricola et puella et in via stant. (line 7)
What happens after dinner?

(2)


	g)  agricola puellam amat. agricola cenam amat. (lines 7–8)
What are we told about the girl and the dinner in these lines?

(2)


	h)  cenam puella amat. (line 8)
What are we told about the dinner in this sentence?

(1)

Total: 15






	2  Translate the passage above into good English.
Total: 30


	3  Study the passage above and answer the questions which follow. Complete sentences are not required.



	a)  This question tests your knowledge of the origins of English words. Complete the table below. One example has been completed for you.
(4)






	Latin word from passage
	Meaning of the Latin word
	An English word which comes from the Latin word





	portabat (line 2)
	he carried
	portable



	laborabat (line 4)
	 
	 



	viam (line 7)
	 
	 






	b)  ad villam (line 1) Which case is villam in, and why?

	A  nominative, because it is the subject

	B  accusative, because it is the subject

	C  accusative, because it is the object

	D  accusative, because it is after the preposition ad
(1)






	c)  ambulabat (line 2) In which tense is this verb?

	A  present

	B  imperfect

	C  nominative

	D  perfect
(1)






	d)  puella cenam parabat et agricola aquam portabat. (line 5) This sentence has two objects. Which two of the following are the objects in this sentence?

	A  puella

	B  cenam

	C  agricola

	D  aquam



(2)


	e)  agricolam puella amat. (line 7) Which word is the subject of this sentence?

	A  agricolam

	B  puella

	C  amat



(1)


	f)  amat (line 7) This means she loves. How would you say in Latin she was loving?

	A  amant

	B  amabant

	C  amabat

	D  amabit



(1)

Total: 10




	4  Translate the following sentences into Latin.

	a)  They were carrying money.
(3)


	b)  The woman was praising the queen.
(4)


	c)  They are watching the girls.
(3)


	d)  We were carrying spears.
(3)


	e)  The queen was shouting and calling the girls.
(7)



Total: 20
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A goddess interrupts a romantic meal.
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Marcus est agricola. agricola laborat. Flavia est
puella. Flavia agricolam amat.

Marcus Flaviam spectat. Flaviam amat. Flavia cenam
parat. agricola cenas amat.

Flavia agricolam spectat. agricola cantat et laborat.
agricola terram parat et villam aedificat. villam
aedificat et viam parat. Flavia villas amat. Flavia
agricolas amat.

Minerva dea est. dea agricolam et puellam spectat.
dea agricolam non amat. dea patriam non amat.
incolas non amat. incolae deam non amant.

dea puellam et agricolam vocat. 'dea sum,’ inquit.
‘dea Minerva sum.'

Marcus et Flavia non cantant. non laborant. Flavia
cenam non parat. Marcus aquam non parat. agricola
deam non amat. puella deam non amat. deam
Minervam non amant

inquit = she says
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