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    It’s only fair that a book about a hero should be dedicated to several of my heroes. This one’s for my dad, Anthony Jankiewicz (the only guy who can outroar The Hulk), my sister Diane Marie (who plays the weirdest version of “Lonely Man” ever heard on piano) and the incredible Allie & Troy Nelson!
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      Lou Ferrigno with wife Carla and dogs.

    

  


  
    Introduction




    ANGER! DANGER! Who could forget the first two words seen every week in the opening credits of The Incredible Hulk? As Joe Harnell’s music hits a frenzy, we see an extreme close-up of the DANGER button of a Gamma Ray machine, so close it reads as “ANGER,” while the narrator grimly intones, “Doctor David Banner, physician, scientist, searching for a way to tap into the hidden strengths that all humans have. Then an accidental overdose of Gamma Radiation alters his body chemistry. And now, when David Banner grows angry or outraged, a startling metamorphosis occurs…the creature is driven by rage and pursued by an investigative reporter. The creature is wanted for a murder he did not commit. David Banner is believed to be dead, and he must let the world think that he is dead, until he finds a way to control the raging spirit that dwells within him.”


    Forget The Terminator, Darth Vader, and Chuck Norris. Nobody beats The Incredible Hulk!


    For five seasons, Dr. David Banner traveled the dusty back roads of America, (which look suspiciously like the Universal Studios backlot in Southern California), on his existential quest to cure himself. David finds that no matter where he goes, The Hulk is there…at least twice per episode!

  


  
    Author’s Note




    Sci-fi shows come and go. Most of them are not very good. You’ll notice that you are not holding a book about Manimal, Lucan, Fantastic Journey, Automan, Man from Atlantis, Dark Skies, Mutant X, or any of the hundreds of other lousy TV fantasy shows that have darkened the airwaves for a brief time and then went away like a bad dream.


    The Incredible Hulk was a smart one-hour adventure series that dealt with grief, anger, mourning, and the consequences of those strong emotions— especially anger. Made long before cutting-edge FX and computer-generated wonders, The Incredible Hulk turned mild scientist David Banner into a seven-foot monster with great difficulty. The makeup effects on display are very much “of their time” and some of the clothes are dated, but none of that matters because you believe in David Banner and his green alter ego, so you accept the entire premise. Due to the strong writing, directing, and acting, you find yourself rooting for the world-weary scientist on the run. You know that Lou Ferrigno’s Hulk, despite his animal rage, great strength, and inability to speak, will stop the bad guys but not kill them because he shares David Banner’s compassion. You long for Banner to help whoever has the good fortune of putting him up for the night and hope that some day he can come to grips with that “raging spirit that dwells within him.”


    You Wouldn’t Like Me When I’m Angry: A Hulk Companion reveals the inside story behind the classic show. You will meet Stan Lee, creator of The Hulk, Spider-Man, and other pop-culture icons, Kenneth Johnson, the man who brought Hulk to TV, and Lou Ferrigno, the only man to play The Hulk in live action.


    You Wouldn’t Like Me When I’m Angry tells the true story of Bill Bixby, whose real-life misfortunes left him resembling his famous character; how Lou Ferrigno also overcame great challenges, and an episode guide that reveals the intriguing, weird, and sometimes hilarious stories behind each segment of the show. Cast and crew also share their memories of the series, with surprising and funny anecdotes.


    The Incredible Hulk has never stopped running somewhere in the world. It runs as Le Incroyable Hulk in France, The Green Beast in the Middle East and has all-day marathons on The SyFy Channel. The best genre shows always stand out and build cult followings, like the original Twilight Zone, Star Trek, Kolchak: The Night Stalker, Buffy The Vampire Slayer, The X-Files, Lost, and The Incredible Hulk. Regardless of the times they were made in, they are embraced by new generations of viewers.


    My nephew, Troy, is just like any other eleven-year-old kid who takes for granted CG-dinosaurs, state-of-the-art video games like HALO, Left 4 Dead and ipods. When TV went digital, many new channels were made available. Troy discovered the Retro Channel, and began eagerly watching iconic 1980s shows like The Greatest American Hero, Buck Rogers In The 25th Century, The A-Team, and The Incredible Hulk. Hulk quickly became his favorite, and a kid born long after Bixby and Ferrigno did their reunion TV movies in the 1990s now finds himself engrossed in David Banner’s plight. The old-school FX don’t deter his enjoyment because the hero— and his monstrous alter ego— are sympathetic and his situation is interesting.


    Meeting Lou Ferrigno at this year’s Emerald City Comic Con, young Troy casually greeted his hero with a heartfelt “Hey, Hulk!” The gregarious Ferrigno noted how young Troy demonstrated Hulk’s popularity among younger viewers, who are discovering the show for the first time. Troy added, “Stay angry, Mr. Ferrigno,” which actually sounds like pretty good advice.


    Stay angry, Mr. Ferrigno!




    Patrick Jankiewicz


    Claremont, California


    2011
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      Promotional material for the Marvel Super-Heroes cartoons.
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      Peter Mark Richman. photo by Patrick Jankiewicz
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      I Love You, Man writer/director/Ferrigno Fan John Hamburg. photo by Patrick Jankiewicz

    

  


  
    Epilogue




    Stan Lee: The Walt Disney of comics, Stan Lee revolutionized the industry with his smart, literate stories about his flawed heroes and equally misunderstood, nuanced villains. With a battery of artists, he created The Incredible Hulk, The Amazing Spider-Man, The Fantastic Four, The Invincible Iron Man, The Uncanny X-Men, The Mighty Thor and literally hundreds of other classic characters. Ignored by producers adapting his work in the ‘70s and ‘80s, most of which flopped, with Sam Raimi’s Spider-Man and Bryan Singer’s X-Men, the film adaptations became faithful to the source material and reaped billions. Stan also makes Alfred Hitchcock-like cameos in all of them, a practice he started in The Trial of the Incredible Hulk. Marvel Comics was bought by The Walt Disney Corporation, which means Spidey and The Hulk are now siblings to Mickey Mouse and Donald Duck. On January 4th, 2011, Stan Lee received the 2,428th Star on The Hollywood Walk of Fame for creating all his colorful characters, who now grace the movie and TV screen. For the occasion, Hollywood declared it “Stan Lee Day.” The great man joked, “Some Stan Lee Day— the schools are still open and mail is still being delivered!”




    Kenneth Johnson: The busy writer/producer/director had the biggest international hit of his career with the landmark, V. After turning down the TV series Beauty and the Beast and directorial reigns on the original RoboCop, Johnson attempted to return to superheroes with the film Steel. Giving 7’1” Shaquille O’Neal a peppy girl sidekick in a wheelchair meant he had to keep bending over for them to chat. Attempts to revive (and unfortunately re-think) his hits The Bionic Woman and V by other producers were underwhelming. Both shows were cancelled. The new Bionic Woman, which had the heroine being told what to do by a bunch of men— something Johnson never did— was a giant flop. Johnson wrote his own V sequel, the novel V: The Next Generation, and teaches college classes. Interviewing over 70 of his former employees for this book, not a single one of them had a cross word or complaint about him, on or off the record.


    Bill Bixby: Although married several times, Bixby never had another child after the death of Christopher. He made TV movie sequels to The Incredible Hulk, directing most of them. No other series he did afterwards matched that show’s popularity. The intensely private Bixby did not even tell his closest friends when he developed prostate cancer. His condition was outed by The National Enquirer and other tabloids. Bixby soldiered on, directing episodes of the sitcom Blossom, in which he also guest-starred as a cop. He was in so much pain from his condition, he directed the show hunched over. Bixby died November 21, 1993. He was cremated, as were his ex-wife Brenda Benet and son Christopher. In April 2010, Oscar-winning actor Nicolas Cage told MTV that he would remake and star in The Courtship of Eddie’s Father because “I really enjoyed Bill Bixby in the TV series.” Reportedly, actor Hugh Jackman, who resembles Bixby and also plays a Marvel hero (X-Men’s Wolverine), wants to star in a biopic about his life.




    Lou Ferrigno A popular guest at comic-book conventions, he had a 200-person line at the Emerald City Comic Con. Ferrigno is beloved by fans of all ages for his work on The Incredible Hulk. Besides his TV Land reality show, The Incredible Ferrignos, he was sworn in as a Los Angeles County Sheriffs Office reserve officer in 2006. He also does charity work, seeking to help children coping with the same hearing and speech impediments that he did. He was the youngest winner of the bodybuilding title “Mr. Universe,” which he won twice. He also won the bodybuilding title “Mr. America” and “Teenage Mr. America.” Ferrigno drew new fans for his very funny turn as himself in both I Love You, Man and on the popular CBS sitcom King of Queens. Ferrigno also has two dogs— one of which, his pug Bandit, seems bound and determined to train Lou! “He thinks he owns me, not the other way around,” laughs Lou.




    Jack Kirby: The comic-book artist played a sketch artist on the TV series The Incredible Hulk. Besides co-creating Hulk, he also had a hand in dozens of other characters, including Captain America, Fantastic Four, The New Gods and The Silver Surfer. Although he did not design Spider-Man, he drew the cover of the character’s first appearance in Amazing Fantasy #15. Several of his co-creations wound up as feature films and on postage stamps. Kirby died in 1994. So famous for his comics work, his passing prompted a joke on Saturday Night Live. Announcing his death on Weekend Update, viewers were assured he would return in a double-sized issue later in the year.When Disney purchased Marvel late 2010, Kirby’s estate sued for rights to the characters he drew for the company. That lawsuit was not yet resolved as this book went to press.




    Alan J. Levi and actress wife, Sondra Currie, remain busy. Levi is directing CSI: LA, while Currie reprised her hot Mom character in The Hangover sequel. She is the daughter of actress Marie Currie. When Currie’s sister Cherie was the subject of a movie, The Runaways, Sondra’s sister and mom were played by Dakota Fanning and Tatum O’Neal.




    Martin Kove: After playing Rocky, the punch-drunk boxer in the Hulk’s first episode, Kove hit a career wave. Besides playing the evil John Kreese in the Karate Kid movies (where he menaces the pupil of Hulk guest Pat Morita!), he and fellow Hulk guest Charles Napier betray Vietnam POWs in Rambo: First Blood Part II. Kove also had a long run as a detective on Cagney & Lacey and appeared in the cult movies Last House On The Left and Death Race 2000. The actor remains a popular supporting lead in sci-fi, horror and other genre films.




    Paul Koslo: Played bikers, henchmen and evil Russians in numerous films and TV shows. He went against type in both his Hulk episodes, as a biker and a Vietnam veteran, both of whom were unexpectedly sympathetic. He also appeared in Charlton Heston’s The Omega Man as one of the last people on Earth, was so good as a noble Soviet bad guy in Stuart Gordon’s Robot Jox, Gordon changed the script so Koslo would live at the end. He’s also in the cult classic Vanishing Point.




    Laurie Prange: Pale, freckled actress Prange specialized in playing frail women, weak— either by willpower or physical infirmity— and preyed upon by others. Acted with Diane Keaton and Bette Davis. Her husband, film composer Richard Lyons, did the music for Lou Ferrigno’s Cage II. Prange broke an 18-year acting hiatus to appear in The Intervention, directed by a woman she babysat as a girl.




    Xander Berkeley: Since his appearance in the final episode of Hulk, Berkeley has become one of Hollywood’s busiest character actors. Besides appearing in Ron Howard’s Apollo 13, Wolfgang Peterson’s Air Force One, James Cameron’s Terminator 2: Judgment Day (where his robot wife spears him through the head!), Michael Mann’s Heat, Steven Spielberg’s Amistad, he’s also done TV. After playing Jack Bauer’s ill-fated boss on 24, Berkeley married the show’s femme fatale, Sarah Clarke, and they have a daughter. He returned to superheroes by voicing Captain Atom, Sinestro and Spidey villain Mysterio in cartoons and then played a corrupt cop out to catch the hero in Kick-Ass.




    Julie Cobb: Before Hulk, Julie was the first female “red shirt” to die on classic Star Trek, and is personally mourned by Captain James T. Kirk himself! She co-starred in acclaimed miniseries Salem’s Lot and Brave New World. Daughter of Exorcist actor Lee J. Cobb— who she appeared with on Gunsmoke— Cobb also works as a life coach.




    Rosemary Forsyth: After playing Charlton Heston’s love interest in The War Lord and James Stewart’s in Shenandoah, she became a busy character actress. Working a long run on the soaps Days of Our Lives, General Hospital and Santa Barbara, she appeared on Monk, NYPD Blue, Star Trek Voyager (as an alien doctor eager to dissect living humans!) and Without a Trace.




    Linda Pawlik: Co-starred in the cool TV chiller Desire the Vampire as a hooker and had a recurring role on the Starsky & Hutch TV series. Pawlik married actor Robert Picardo and raised two daughters.




    Lara Parker: Best known as Angelique the witch on the long-running Dark Shadows, Parker guest-starred on numerous shows like Kolchak: The Night Stalker (another witch!) and is in the cult horror chiller Race With The Devil, where, in a refreshing change of pace, she’s only killed by witches! She is still stunned to have not received credit as Banner’s ill-fated wife in The Incredible Hulk pilot. Both Dark and Race are about to be remade.




    Ernie Hudson: has had an amazing career, with brilliant turns in The Hand That Rocks The Cradle, Congo (where he saves an otherwise crappy film by playing his character as Clark Gable) and the series Oz. He is still best known as Winston Zeddmore in Ghostbusters. The Michigan native was pleased to guest on The Incredible Hulk, but still marvels, “That my kids would root for The Hulk over their own dad…I like The Hulk, but I would not have rooted for The Hulk over my dad!”




    Austin Stoker: Played the heroic cop Bishop in John Carpenter’s fantastic Assault On Precinct 13, as well as another cop in the cult horror classic Twisted Brain. He was a heroic human in the last original sequel to Planet of the Apes. Stoker also shared the screen with Pam Grier, William Marshall and Carol Speed. Offered a cameo in the big-budget Precinct 13 remake, he agreed to do it but Canada denied Stoker entry to shoot a role “that could be played by a Canadian actor”— showing how exclusionary the country had become since Trial of the Incredible Hulk. Stoker is now an acting teacher and proud grandfather.




    Tony Burton: A popular guest actor on many TV shows, he starred in Assault On Precinct 13 with Stoker and made the first Rocky the same year, as Apollo Creed’s trainer, Duke. He’s the only one in Creed’s camp who realizes that Rocky Balboa is a threat to the champ. When Russian killing machine Ivan Drago slays Apollo in Rocky IV, Tony Burton was happy, not sad. “With Apollo dead, I got to be Rocky’s trainer. This was a great break, as Sly’s always fun to be around!” Burton was turned into an action figure for Duke. “I didn’t expect that.”




    Ric “Demi-Hulk” Drasin: An actor who does a lot of commercials, a wrestling star, a designer, screenwriter, producer, director and family man, the impressively versatile Ric Drasin also designed the Gold’s Gym logo and starred as the missing link in the cult movie Mistress of the Apes. He and Lou Ferrigno reunited as barbarians on a beer commercial.




    Mitzi Kapture: Survived the crash of the unfinished Metamorphosis/She-Hulk pilot to star in her own hit TV series, Silk Stalkings. Both Stalkings and Baywatch, which she also recurred on, became the first series to leave network TV and become syndicated blockbusters. She even directed several episodes of Silk Stalkings and had two kids. The brainy actress was a contestant on The $10,000 Pyramid, where she won $1,100 and a 7-day Caribbean Cruise. Kapture recently co-directed The Process, a documentary about famed acting teacher Larry Moss.




    Sally Kirkland: Cool, funny actress who played a battered wife on The Incredible Hulk’s second season. Has been everything from hookers to detectives. Appeared in Roger Corman’s Big Bad Mama, Candy Stripe Nurses and as a sexy rock star opposite Kevin Costner in Tony Scott’s grim Revenge. She was Oscar nominated for a down-on-her-luck Polish actress in Anna.




    Eric Kramer: After playing The Mighty Thor in The Incredible Hulk Returns, he earned rave reviews for his role as Bear, the gay dancer/dress designer in American Pie 3: American Wedding. Kramer is now the easily befuddled bug exterminator dad on the Disney series Good Luck Charlie. He still performs with his Kiss tribute band, Ssik. Thor had his own feature film in 2011. There is still no consensus on who would win in a fight between Hulk and Thor!




    Lee Purcell: David Banner’s girlfriend in The Incredible Hulk Returns, Purcell is best known as the mom who sleeps with her daughter’s boyfriend in the ‘80s classic Valley Girl! She also did movies with Hollywood legends and another one with their sons. You can see movies with her and Kirk Douglas, as well as with Michael Douglas. She also worked with Lloyd Bridges and son Beau Bridges. She appeared in the movie Clawed: The Legend of the Sasquatch with her son, Dylan. It runs once a month on The SyFy Channel.




    Manny Perry: Manny is now a member of the Directors Guild and a stunt coordinator on films like Eagle Eye (in which he also acts), True Lies, Daddy Day Care and First Daughter. As an actor, he’s the bartender in the original Rush Hour and a cop who tries to help Al Pacino in Michael Mann’s Heat. Ironically, Manny is best known for a commercial he starred in that ran in movie theaters. He explains that as a stuntman, when his movie is pirated onto the Internet, he’s risking his life for nothing. The commercial was widely joked about and Boondocks’ Aaron Magruder did a strip of Manny, parodying it. “I was flattered by that,” laughs Perry. “Everybody called me when it ran and Magruder gave it to me.”




    Julie Adams and her son Mitchell Danton, remember husband/father/Hulk director Ray Danton fondly. Julie guest-starred on Lost and is a popular guest at horror conventions. She also did a memorable episode of Kolchak: The Night Stalker. Mitchell won an Emmy for his work on The Path To 9/11. He was also nominated for editing the first season of Survivor. He edits Greek, Trauma and In Plain Sight.




    Simone Griffeth: is the female lead in Death Race 2000, with David Carradine and Sylvester Stallone. The late Carradine told me in his last interview that not hitting on Simone was “one of the biggest regrets of my life!” Griffeth guested on numerous shows besides Hulk, including Silk Stalkings, Magnum, P.I., Rip Tide, T.J. Hooker and The Greatest American Hero— where she played the superhero’s ex-wife! Simone Griffeth now resides in her home state of South Carolina, teaching acting and working with her husband Wayne as a real estate agent in Hilton Head Island, South Carolina.




    Richard Kiel: After being replaced as The Hulk, he instead played unstoppable James Bond villain Jaws in The Spy Who Loved Me and Moonraker. Kiel made the character a sympathetic underdog and became the only Bond villain besides Blofeld who was allowed to live on to another film. In Moonraker, he even got his own love interest! He battled Clint Eastwood in Pale Rider, co-wrote Kentucky Lion: The Cassius Marcellus Clay Story, a biography on Cassius Clay, the man Muhammad Ali was named after. He got a new cult following with his role in the Adam Sandler movie Happy Gilmore.




    Louisa Moritz: As Myra, Sylvester Stallone’s ditzy navigator/girlfriend, in Death Race 2000, she has several impressive nude scenes before he tells her, “You know Myra, some people might think you’re cute. But me, I think you’re one very large baked potato!” She appears in that classic film with fellow Hulk guests Kove and Griffeth, before working with Sean Connery on Cuba and going on to a cheerfully eclectic B movie career. Her work included teen sex comedies (Last American Virgin, Hot Chili, Lunch Wagon), Women in Prison (Chained Heat), slasher (New Year’s Evil) and sci-fi (Galaxis). Moritz then switched careers, passed the bar and became a lawyer.




    Edie McClurg: Since playing a snotty high-school tormenter of Sissy Spacek in Carrie, Edie McClurg has had a spectacular career, with over 160 movie and TV appearances. She’s the put-upon secretary in John Hughes’ Ferris Bueller’s Day Off, the uncaring car rental clerk in Planes, Trains and Automobiles (she gets to tell Steve Martin “You’re fucked!”) and Minny the MiniCooper in Cars. McClurg is also a founding member of The Groundlings, and she had scenes with her fellow members Elvira and Pee Wee Herman in their retrospective films. McClurg is an in-demand cartoon voiceover actress and a very nice lady.




    Andrea Marcovicci: Besides starring in the killer yogurt comedy The Stuff, she was the guest ingénue on multiple episodes of Magnum P.I., Trapper John M.D. and Hill Street Blues. Marcovicci is also a popular nightclub singer. Her music was heard on the TV show Roswell.




    Don Marshall: Besides being one of the few Incredible Hulk guests to do three episodes, Don Marshall co-starred on Land of the Giants with fellow Hulk guest Deanna Lund. Marshall was one of the rare crewmen to go to a planet full of savage monsters with Mr. Spock on the “Gallileo 7” episode of Star Trek…and survive!




    Jill Sherman Donner: She went from scrubbing toilets to story editor and producer on the Universal Studios backlot. Jill Sherman produced Hulk, Voyagers!, Magnum P.I. and Baywatch. She also began dating Hulk guest Robert Donner, whom she married. Tragically, he passed away in 2006. She remains best friends with writing partner Karen Harris.




    Karen Harris: Besides producing and writing The Incredible Hulk with Jill Sherman Donner, Karen Harris also produced Knight Rider, Street Hawk, Highlander: The Raven, Adventure, Inc., and Life In General. Hulk writer/ producer/director Nic Corea was Best Man at her wedding. She currently writes for soap opera General Hospital and has won two Daytime Emmy Awards. She ran for a seat on the WGA Board of Directors.




    Rick Rosenthal: Directed many films and TV shows, including two of the Halloween franchise and episodes of Buffy the Vampire Slayer. He directed one of Sean Penn’s first starring roles, Bad Boys.




    Gloria Gifford: An impressive acting coach, the lively, charming Gifford remains busy as an actress in numerous feature films, having worked with everyone from Eddie Murphy and Mr. T to Dylan McDermott.




    Lisa Jane Persky: Although best known for her role as Dirty Dee in the immortal KISS Meets The Phantom of the Park, Lisa Jane Persky had a Blondie song written about her and put in an impressive amount of work in big-screen comedies like Coneheads and small-screen work on The X-Files. She gave Quentin Tarantino his first screen kiss in Destiny Turns on the Radio and is married to Andy Zax of Beat the Geeks.




    Penny Peyser: Appeared on numerous shows, including Hulk, Knight Rider, MacGyver, Tour of Duty, Knots Landing and Walker, Texas Ranger. Played the feisty daughter-in-law on Crazy Like A Fox before marrying radio talk show host Doug McIntyre. The two wrote, co-directed and produced the acclaimed documentary Trying To Get Good: The Jazz Odyssey of Jack Sheldon.




    Paul and Charlie Picerni: The Picerni Brothers are interesting guys. Paul starred in House of Wax, taking on Vincent Price and Charles Bronson! He was a regular on The Untouchables and wrote his autobiography, Steps to Stardom. Charlie became a stuntman, stunt coordinator, actor and directed the recent vampire/monster truck epic, The Bleeding with Kat Von D and Vinnie Jones. Sadly, Paul passed away January, 2011.




    Patrick Boyriven and Mariette Hartley divorced after 16 years and two children together. Both kids work in the industry, their daughter is an actress. Boyriven associate produced Kenneth Johnson’s V and co-produced the sequel, V: The Final Battle. Hartley appeared on the second-to-last episode of the original Star Trek where Spock falls in love with her, an episode of the original Twilight Zone and several acclaimed sci-fi TV movies. She co-wrote her autobiography, Breaking The Silence, and spoke honestly about her father’s suicide. Hartley formed a suicide prevention group and bravely revealed having a bipolar disorder. Her one-woman show, If You Get To Bethlehem, You’ve Gone Too Far, was an acclaimed adaptation of her book. She guest-starred on Grey’s Anatomy.




    Jeffrey Hayden: Director who helmed five episodes of The Incredible Hulk, including the ambitious “A Solitary Place,” “Blind Rage” and “Stop the Presses,” Hayden also did such TV classics like The Andy Griffith Show, Mannix, Quincy, M.E., The Donna Reed Show, Ironside, Magnum P.I. and That Girl. Showed he had a flair for fantasy shows, which he put to good use on Knight Rider, Misfits of Science and the Adam West Batman. He is married to Hitchcock actress Eva Marie Saint.




    John Hamburg: Besides co-writing and directing the hit I Love You, Man, Hamburg wrote Meet the Parents. He wrote and produced the third installment of the Ben Stiller/Robert De Niro comedy franchise, Little Fockers.




    Nicholas Corea: The prolific writer/producer of shows like Hulk, Renegade, Outlaws and Gavilan was also a police officer and a Marine Sergeant who earned a Purple Heart in Vietnam. Wrote the darkest, most morally complex episodes of The Incredible Hulk. His last script was for Walker: Texas Ranger, an uncredited remake of Hulk episode “Rainbow’s End,” which was also titled “Rainbow’s End.” Died in 1999.




    Mickey Jones: Besides his autobiography, Jones is prepping for a reunion with Kenny Rogers and the First Edition, known for their hits like “Ruby (Don’t Take Your Love To Town).” Just did a pilot called Wish Riders, a reality show done with the Make-A-Wish Foundation, where Mickey and several bikers ride around granting wishes for critically-ill children. “I do a lot of charity stuff anyway, but this would be great— getting to ride a ‘cycle and help sick kids.” His wife Phyllis, mother of Jones’ five children, was a waitress in Vegas who was kissed by Elvis “for luck” every night before he would go on in the late ‘70s. “He would line up the waitresses and kiss us all on his way to the stage…You just had to know where to stand,” she giggles.




    RC Matheson: Co-wrote three above-average episodes of The Incredible Hulk before becoming story editor on The A-Team, Hunter and Quincy. Wrote the cult movie Three O’Clock High with writing partner Thomas E. Szollosi. Matheson has worked as a prolific novelist and short story writer, also adapted Stephen King’s “Battleground” for the acclaimed cable series Nightmares & Dreamscapes: From The Stories Of Stephen King.




    Cliff Emmich: Beloved character actor who frequently plays cowboys, coroners and creeps. He runs afoul of Frye’s Creature, the evil Hulk, in “The First.” He’s also in Barracuda, Invasion of the Bee Girls, Halloween II (Michael Myers dispatches him with a hammer) and he’s The Mayor in Dreamworks’ very first film, Mousehunt.




    Deanna Lund: The beautiful redhead starred in the cult series Land of the Giants, was one of Vincent Price’s hot Fembots in Dr. Goldfoot and the Bikini Machines, guest-starred on Batman, appeared in movies with Elvis Presley and was even on hand for the birth of NASCAR. A wonderful lady with amazing stories, she also makes a killer egg salad.




    Susan Sullivan: Worked as a Playboy Bunny and appeared on Broadway with Dustin Hoffman. Has never stopped working since playing David Banner’s unrequited love interest in the Incredible Hulk pilot. She had a long run as ingénues, in Another World, Falcon Crest and Charlton Heston’s girlfriend in Midway. Played the wacky mother on Dharma and Greg and can now be seen every week on Castle, as— you guessed it— the hero’s wacky mom.




    Barbara Leigh: Besides her Hulk, she appeared in Pretty Maids All In A Row, Terminal Island, Smile Jenny, You’re Dead, Junior Bonner and memorably posed for Playboy and several famous magazine covers as Vampirella. She was the lover of Elvis Presley, Steve McQueen and studio head James “The Smiling Cobra” Aubrey, all of which she covered in her autobiography, The King, McQueen and the Love Machine. She’s terrified that people will recognize her from Mistress of the Apes!




    Ang Lee: Endured the blowback to his Hulk movie— which included Lee being mercilessly parodied as a puppet on Robot Chicken! Ang Lee went on to win the Best Director Oscar for Brokeback Mountain.




    Bill Lucking: Played two vastly different dads on The Incredible Hulk. Lucking is a classic character actor who has done every type of genre. He co-starred in George Pal’s last movie, Doc Savage: Man Of Bronze, was a green slave trader on Star Trek: Enterprise and took on Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson in Peter Berg’s The Rundown. Starting out in biker movies like Hell’s Belles, it’s only appropriate that he’s come full circle to play a savage biker on the acclaimed series Sons of Anarchy. He’s played aliens, Babe Ruth, gangsters, soldiers & cowboys.




    John Goodwin: The busy makeup artist has come a long way since turning Lou Ferrigno into The Hulk. He’s worked on Men in Black, John Carpenter’s The Thing and Legend. Goodwin has provided mutilated bodies, blood lividity, bruises and general carnage to over 100 episodes of CSI: Crime Scene Investigation and CSI: NY, even appearing on the show as an actor. He’s also Howard, a short-lived road worker eaten by a giant worm, in Tremors!




    Frank Orsatti: Hulk’s stunt coordinator began his long career doing stunts on the original Planet of the Apes. He doubled Bill Bixby in fight scenes on the show and for Arnold Schwarzenegger on The Terminator. He was the son of legendary stuntman Ernie Orsatti and brother to another impressive stuntman, Ernie F. Orsatti. Frank Orsatti became an accomplished director on The Incredible Hulk with the “Ricky” episode and dated the show’s AD trainee, Venita Ozols. Had a falling out with James Cameron on Terminator 2: Judgment Day. The amazing Orsatti is the only stuntman to work as a male model and star in his own shaving commercial. Once saved the family cat with mouth-to-mouth CPR. Survived by several children and his widow, Julie Orsatti.




    Loni Anderson: Put herself into the zeitgeist playing Jennifer the sexy secretary on WKRP In Cincinatti after starring as a kung-fu killer on The Incredible Hulk. Became so famous, she was even spoofed on Saturday Night Live. Had a tumultous marriage to Burt Reynolds. After decades of light, comedic roles and dramatic women in TV movies, Loni Anderson became the go-to girl for sexy Milfy Moms. She’s Will Ferrell and Chris Katan’s Mother in A Night At The Roxbury and Tori Spelling’s super-rich but clueless Mom on NoTORIous.




    Henry Polic II: Although he’s recognized as Jerry from Webster, he also The Sheriff of Nottingham on Mel Brooks’ underrated When Things Were Rotten and Dracula on the Saturday morning TV show The Monster Squad. He voiced The Scarecrow on Batman: The Animated Series.




    Peter Mark Richman: With his rich, textured voice and wonderfully intimidating eyes, Richman has carved a long career from soaps like Santa Barbara to guesting on shows like Hulk, Vega$ and Fantasy Island, playing cops or powerful bad guys. He was Suzanne Somers’ disapproving father Reverend Snow on the hit Three’s Company and starred as a police officer in the very last original episode of Rod Serling’s The Twilight Zone. Richman has also used his stentorian voice in cartoons, playing The Phantom on Defenders of the Earth, a Guardian of Oa on Superman and even an elderly Peter Parker on Spider-Man!




    Melendy Britt: Although she’s a guest actress who appeared on everything from Kojak to Starsky and Hutch, The Love Boat, The Rockford Files and Cheers, she’s best known for her voice. Britt was the voice of Princess Adora and her alter ego, She-Ra, on the popular cartoon. She’s voiced such iconic cartoon characters as Batgirl, Princess Aura (daughter of Ming the Merciless) and Plastic Man’s girlfriend. Mother of two daughters, she coaches acting and voiceovers.




    Denny Miller: UCLA basketball star who wore the loincloth in a remake of Tarzan the Ape Man, played opposite Peter Sellers in Blake Edwards’ subversive comedy The Party and went on to do the TV series Wagon Train. Did two memorable episodes of The Incredible Hulk and appeared on Wonder Woman. “I actually preferred being rescued by Hulk over Wonder Woman,” he reveals. “When Lynda Carter saved you and hugged you, that metal eagle at the top of her costume’s bustier would really tear your chest up…It hurt!”




    Carl Ciarfalio: Besides being a stuntman on numerous episodes of the original Hulk show and the reunion movies, Carl has appeared in everything from 24 to the feature film The Green Hornet. He played Lou’s gun-toting bodyguard who is stunned and sickened to be covered by Brad Pitt’s blood in Fight Club. He was the very first actor to play The Thing in Roger Corman’s unreleasable adaptation of Fantastic Four.




    Annette Charles: Although best known as bad girl Cha Cha in the John Travolta/Olivia Newton-John smash Grease, she’s been rescued by everybody from The Hulk to Magnum, P.I. Charles is now a teacher at Cal State Northridge. On the 30th anniversary of Grease, her character was finally honored with a doll.




    William Windom: Charming, wonderful character actor who is also cheerfully and caustically blunt about his work, as witnessed by his stories on his Hulk episode. He is confused by his popularity from appearing on the Star Trek episode “The Doomsday Machine,” “because it was so crappy!” He appeared on the original Twilight Zone, To Kill a Mockingbird, The Greatest American Hero and several John Hughes’ classics. Very pleased with his Emmy-winning turn in the Night Gallery episode “They’re Tearing Down Tim Riley’s Bay,” he adds, “I only got that Emmy because of Bill Bixby! He told me later, ‘Windom, I was on the committee and told ‘em to give it to you!’”




    Wendy Girard: Starred in the West Coast premiere of the controversial play Extremities, the actress has appeared in many TV shows and films, including Woody Allen’s Annie Hall. Besides appearing on The Incredible Hulk, she was friends with producer/writer Nicholas Corea. Now teaches acting.




    Olivia Barash: Actress best known for her turn in Alex Cox’s cult classic Repo Man, as well as beloved B-classics Tuff Turf (with future Iron Man Robert Downey, Jr.) and Dr. Alien. She appeared in the Repo Man sequel, Repo Chick, and is now a film producer, currently working on The Bride of El Charro.




    Suzanne Charny and Paul Brandon— guest actress and Bill Bixby’s agent who presciently urged the star to do Hulk, are happily married and reside in Southern California.




    Richard Yniguez: A cool character actor who specializes in cops. Has been on The Shield, C.S.I, Miami, Pacific Blue, Murder She Wrote, The A-Team, Hunter, The Flash, Simon & Simon, Airwolf, Hill Street Blues and Dynasty. Starred in the amiable made for TV Jaws rip-off Shark Kill, where he took on a cute man-eating shark that looked like a pool toy.




    Fred Tatasciore: Voices Hulk in Marvel cartoons and videogames. Played The Beast on Wolverine of the X-Men, frequently guests on Family Guy and flawlessly impersonates Mr. T and Darth Vader on Robot Chicken. He can be heard in the Left 4 Dead, Call of Duty and God of War videogame series. Currently does The Hulk on Avengers: Earth’s Mightiest Heroes.




    Dorothy Tristan: As an actress, she was in Bang the Drum Slowly with Robert De Niro, Scarecrow with Al Pacino and Gene Hackman, the hit comedy Down and Out In Beverly Hills, Rollercoaster and California Dreaming. Married to director John Hancock, the two were briefly involved with Jaws 2. Her script was better than the film that was made. Dorothy co-wrote Hancock’s acclaimed Nick Nolte film Weeds (co-starring Hulk guest Ernie Hudson), as well as the thriller Suspended Animation.




    Rick Springfield: After his Hulk spin-off didn’t happen, Rick Springfield went on to a starring role as improbably handsome, blow-dried Dr. Noah Drake on the soap General Hospital and recorded “Jessie’s Girl,” one of the biggest pop hits of the 1980s. It’s still frequently used on soundtracks for films like 13 Going On 30 and Hot Tub Time Machine. Springfield died in the pilot for the original Battlestar Galactica, as The Cylons’ first casualty. Starred in the pilot for Nick Knight as a pre-Angel vampire detective but did not do the hit syndicated series that sprang from it. Played Christopher Chance, The Human Target, in the first series adapted from the obscure DC Comics character and spoofed his own image to great acclaim as a coke-snorting, stripper-boffing Rick Springfield on David Duchovny’s Californication. Wrote his autobiography, Late, Late at Night.




    Venita Ozols: Now one of Hollywood’s busiest First Assistant Directors, Venita Ozols has worked on everything from Veronica Mars, X-Files, The Shield, C.S. I., Space: Above And Beyond, The Dukes Of Hazzard, On Golden Pond (where she befriended Katharine Hepburn) and Xanadu. The proud mother of two, Ozols also associate produced Kenneth Johnson’s Steel and two Alien Nation TV movies. Ozols is prepping her directorial debut.




    Yvonne Craig: Even though she costarred in several films with Elvis Presley and James Coburn, played femme fatales on Wild, Wild West, Six Million Dollar Man, Man from U.N.C.L.E. and Star Trek (as a striking green Orion schizophrenic who tries to seduce and destroy Captain Kirk, before being subdued by a Vulcan neck pinch), Yvonne Craig will always be known as the plucky and beautiful Batgirl on the Adam West Batman TV series. She and her sister, Meridel Carson, are an amazing duo at comic conventions.




    Mark A. Burley: A young Englishman when he started on Hulk as an assistant director, the ambitious Burley worked his way up to Unit Production Manager and even made his directorial debut on the show’s fourth season episode, “Danny”. Burley became a producer and writer on many hit shows, including Murder, She Wrote, Simon & Simon, Freakylinks and Hidden Hills. He is now the Emmy nominated producer of the hit Showtime series, Weeds. “I do it on the Universal backlot— my alma mater from Hulk,” laughs Burley.




    Tim Thomerson: Although he’s been in big-budget movies opposite Gene Hackman and Mel Gibson, the effortlessly hip Thomerson is best known as “The King of the Bs”— the cool hero who gets the girl and slugs it out with aliens, robots and monsters in numerous low-budget outings. Plays retro-futuristic detective Jack Deth in the Trancers movies, opposite Oscar-winning actress Helen Hunt.




    Victoria Carroll: Helped found The Groundlings and been in numerous films and TV shows. She’s done many cartoon voices as well. Besides three appearances on The Incredible Hulk, she was the first person to play The She-Hulk in an ‘80s Hulk cartoon. She is married to Michael Bell and their daughter, Ashley Bell, starred as the demonic victim in horror hit, The Last Exorcism.




    Jeffrey Kramer: Besides appearing in Hulk, Jaws & Jaws 2, Jeffrey Kramer became an Emmy-winning producer on Ally McBeal. He worked with Johnson again, this time as an executive, when the Alien Nation TV series was launched.




    Jane Merrow: A Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts-trained actress, Merrow began with a splash in a string of British films and TV shows like The Prisoner, The Avengers (she was seriously considered as a replacement for Diana Rigg), My Partner the Ghost, Secret Agent, The Saint, The Island of the Burning Damned and The Lion In Winter. Merrow guested on numerous American shows, including Hulk, The Magician, Hart To Hart, Airwolf, Greatest American Hero and Magnum, P.I. She later moved back to England to run the family business.




    Charles Napier: Cinematic tough guy and voice of Hulk, Charles Napier started out in Russ Meyer movies and as a singing space hippie who runs afoul of Captain Kirk in the infamous Star Trek episode “The Way To Eden.” Since then, he has created a slew of memorable movie characters, like the leader of The Good Ol Boys in The Blues Brothers, a paper pusher who betrays Stallone in Rambo: First Blood Part II, The Judge in Jonathan Demme’s Oscar-winning Philadelphia and a guard on Dr. Lecter’s bad side in Demme’s Oscar-winning Silence of the Lambs. Demme frequently casts Napier in his films and the actor’s snarling voice can also be heard in many cartoons and commercials.




    Brandon Cruz: A classic example of a child star who turned out great, the affable Cruz starred in The Courtship of Eddie’s Father and movies like the original Bad News Bears before becoming a singer in the Southern California punk band Dr. Know. He replaced Jello Biafra in The Dead Kennedys for a period. Cruz also worked for South Park creators Trey Parker and Matt Stone. An avid surfer, the father of two is covered in tattoos and credits Bill Bixby as one of the biggest influences in his life…Although he still believes he should have ignored his mentor’s advice and done Porky’s!




    Ronald Stephenson: Hulk/Simon and Simon casting director Ronald Stephenson now lives in England. “It’s an ancient market town called Amersham,” he says happily. Stephenson finds that the town meets his three main Qs: “Quaint, quiet and quality.”




    Herb Trimpe: After Kirby, there is no artist more closely identified with The Hulk. Trimpe, nicknamed “Happy Herb” by Stan Lee and “Trimpe-Dog” by inner-city students in the high-school art class that he taught in the ‘90s, is also a pilot and Vietnam vet. Had a long run on Hulk’s book and drew the very first comic starring Wolverine, the first American Godzilla comic, and drew hundreds of characters, including Spider-Man and the Fantastic Four. His Hulk was famous for vivid facial expressions which was accomplished by Herb Trimpe drawing an exaggerated version of his own face for The Hulk!




    Barbara Tarbuck: Has had an impressive 14-year run on General Hospital, and appeared on almost 100 different TV shows. She graduated from Michigan’s Wayne State University, whose distinguished alumni include Casey Kasem, Ernie Hudson and Anthony Jankiewicz.




    Robert McCullough: As producer/writer, he worked on Falcon Crest, Star Trek: The Next Generation, Zorro and Jerry Bruckheimer’s Soldier of Fortune, besides scripting the unproduced Rebirth of the Incredible Hulk. As a writer, he and Kenneth Johnson co-wrote the highest-rated episode of Johnson’s Bionic Woman, “In This Corner, Jamie Sommers,” which was liberally borrowed and re-tooled for the first episode of The Incredible Hulk, “The Final Round.” “I didn’t know they did that,” he laughs, “but imitation is the sincerest form of television!”




    Joel Adams: The son of classic Batman artist Neal Adams, Joel Adams has made a living behind the drawing board since age 17, with his work appearing in comics, posters and animation character design, such as his work on The Hulk. He also does licensing & pinup art. Creator of the popular Lilz.net, Joel Adams is creative consultant, artist and web designer at Carrie Leigh’s NUDE Magazine, art studio manager at Continuity Studios, studio manager at Neal Ad. He also did licensing art at Warner Bros. consumer products, licensing art at FOX Family Consumer Products, as well as character designer at Saban/Fox Family.




    Bobbi Sue Luther: Her appearance as a green Orion slave girl spiked up ratings on the flagging Star Trek: Enterprise. She brought sexy green women back to the Star Trek universe after an almost 40-year absence. Luther played a Terminator on The Sarah Connor Chronicles, became a St. Pauli Girl, hosted Junkyard Wars and starred in a remake of ‘80s horror thriller Night of the Demons, where she gets her breast ripped off! Now a film producer.




    Len Wein: A comic-book writer who imbues his stories with a lot of emotion, Wein introduced Wolverine in an issue of The Incredible Hulk and created many other members of the new X-Men, including Storm, Nightcrawler & Colossus. He also created Swamp Thing and Christopher Chance, The Human Target, now the star of his own Fox TV series. Wein also created the popular Punisher villain, Jigsaw. To Hulk readers, Len Wein is best known as the man who killed Hulk/Bruce Banner’s girlfriend Jarella. In 2009, a freak electrical fire broke out, raging through Len Wein’s Southern California home. While Wein managed to save Michael, his wife’s son, Len’s beloved dog Sheba ran outside with them, then panicked and raced back into the home, where she died. He lost irreplaceable original artwork from his career and his entire comic collection. That same year, Wolverine: Origins, with Hugh Jackman playing Wein’s creation for the fourth time, opened to over $100 million dollars.




    Paul Carr: Has the distinction of being the first “red shirt” to die under Captain Kirk on Star Trek. Carr, who passed away in 2006, had a wonderfully self-deprecating sense of humor. He specialized in playing shifty doctors and lawyers “usually in movies starring Shannon Tweed,” Carr joked. He also appeared in such beloved B-movies as Truck Stop Women, The Severed Arm and Bat People. “It’s truly not fair,” he added with a laugh. “I have done Pirandello and been on Broadway, but all you want to know about is The Incredible Hulk, The Severed Arm and Bat People!” Carr’s wife Meryl and teenage son Michael lovingly spoke of the actor’s amazing life at his funeral.




    Whit Bissell: One of Hollywood’s greatest character actors and a founder of the Screen Actors Guild. Whit played doctors, bartenders, FBI agents and generals in scores of movies and TV shows. He’s memorably mauled by The Creature From the Black Lagoon, believes Kevin McCarthy when he warns him of The Invasion of the Body Snatchers and plays a senator in Rod Serling’s scary Seven Days In May. Karl Malden gave the eulogy at his funeral.




    Pat Morita: Guested on the show after playing Arnold on Happy Days. Morita faced off against fellow Hulk guest Martin Kove in the Karate Kid film series. With the first, he became the first American-born Asian nominated for an Oscar for Mr. Miyagi. Starred in a final Karate Kid film where he trains Hillary Swank, before she won two Oscars. He passed away in 2005. In 2010, a Karate Kid remake was released, with martial arts superstar Jackie Chan as the Miyagi-type mentor.




    Robert Donner: As nice off-screen as he was villainous on, Donner excelled at killers, thugs and cowards in classic films like Cool Hand Luke, Vanishing Point and the sleazy preacher in High Plains Drifter. He became an actor when Clint Eastwood urged him to. He played Exidor, the lovable, robed fanatic on Robin Williams’ Mork & Mindy. After a meet-cute on the set of Hulk, he married producer/story editor Jill Sherman, until his death in 2006.




    Dick Durock: An impressive Hollywood stuntman, you can see Dick box Clint Eastwood in Any Which Way But Loose, get killed by Dirty Harry in The Enforcer, break a crewman’s neck on Star Trek and play Imperious Leader on the original Battlestar Galactica. Durock is best known as Swamp Thing in the Wes Craven film of the same name. Originally intended to only double Ray Wise, the actor set to play the character, he wound up playing the character himself. Durock’s halting, poignant delivery and overall portrayal of the reluctant monster turned it into a cult movie. He came back in Jim Wynorski’s Return of the Swamp Thing (where he has a bizarre, on-camera plant sex scene with Heather Locklear!) and starred in 71 episodes of his own TV series. Swamp Thing writer/producer Steven Sears says, “Dick was a sweet guy— we had to give him an episode off to fix his makeup when we found it was eating away at his face, but Dick never complained or gave us any grief— a wonderful guy.” Durock also played Frye’s Creature, the only villain who could really knock Lou Ferrigno around on The Incredible Hulk! A popular fixture at San Diego Comic Con and Sci-Fi conventions, Durock passed away in 2009.

  


  
    Websites




    Can’t get enough of The Incredible Hulk TV series? By all means, check out these sites:




    Kenneth Johnson: www.kennethjohnson.us


    Lou Ferrigno, The Hulk: www.louferrigno.com


    Ric Drasin, the “Demi-Hulk”: www.ricdrasin.com


    Dick Durock, the Evil Hulk: www.myspace.com/dickdurock


    Lara Parker, “Laura Banner”: www.laraparker.com


    Sondra Currie (“747”): www.sondracurrie.com


    Barbara Leigh: www.barbaraleigh.com


    Mickey Jones (“Ricky”): www.mickeyjones.com


    Melendy Britt (“Deathmask”): www.melendybrittfansite.net




    Excellent Hulk TV show Fan sites:


    www.bryanshulkpage.com


    www.incrediblehulktvseries.com




    Tell ‘em all Pat Jankiewicz sent ya!
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