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Introduction to the Bible and Inspiration

The purpose of this study is to give an in-depth survey of the Old Testament. While we will not be able to study the Bible through a verse-by-verse format, we can be able to see the big picture of both testaments. In order for one to properly understand the New Testament, he or she must have a basic grasp of the Old Testament. The goal for this study is to give a skeleton view of scripture (and then the skeleton can be fleshed out through over years of intense Bible study). From the Book Divine we find the path that leads to eternal life (Matt 7:13 – 14), and that way or path is Jesus (John 14:6).

There Are Five Premises About The Bible

THE first premise is that the Bible is Inspired. In 2 Tim 3:16 – 17, the apostle Paul writes: “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.”  The word “inspired” comes from the Greek word, theopnestos (θεοπνευστος)​[1], and means “God breathed.”  God has infused life or breath into His word just as He did into Adam in Gen 2:7. The apostle Peter writes (2 Pet 1:19 – 21) that the prophecy under the old covenant was spoken by holy men who were guided or moved by the Holy Spirit. The word here rendered “moved” literally means to be “carried or borne along,” as in a ship being carried along by the wind (see Acts 27:15, 17). The imagery here is of the prophets putting up their sails and allowing the Holy Spirit to guide their ships along in the direction He wished.

The Holy Spirit was able to reveal things to Biblical writers that they could not have known except through Divine Revelation (see 1 Cor 2:10 – 12). The method of God in giving His words to inspired men varied. There was verbal utterance (Exod 20:1ff; Rev 2:1ff). There was also the use of visions (Acts 10:9 – 16). The inspiration of scripture also included information the inspired writer either knew first hand (the so-called “we-sections” in Acts when Luke was with Paul; the apostle Paul’s recalling how many individuals he had baptized, 1 Cor 1:14 – 16), or information obtained by eyewitnesses (Luke 1:1 – 4; 1 Cor 5:1, “it is reported commonly that there is fornication among you ...”; see also Heb 2:1 – 4).  Inspiration of the Bible entails infallibility. The Bible is inerrant in that “it is completely truthful and accurate in all and every respect and that its original autographs are free from error.”​[2] 

The second premise is that the Bible is the complete and final revelation of God to humankind. Jude verse three reads: “Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you that you should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”  This means that we should not look for another document to come along which supplants or replaces the word of God. This would rule out the Koran, the Book of Mormon, or any other document which claims to usurp the word of God (this would also include the Watchtower Organization and even the modern charismatic movement which claims direct revelation or contact from God).

The third premise is that the Bible is the sole authority on every spiritual matter. Jesus said in Matt 28:18, “All authority (power) is given unto Me in heaven and on earth.”  No human or religious organization has the right to change or alter the revealed word. Whether that be motivated by those who argued back in the 1960’s that God was dead (or at least so out dated that He was no longer relevant) or post-modern thought that views the resurrection of Jesus as a nice story (but didn’t really happen), whatever has been “bound on earth” by the teachings of the inspired writers has been “bound in heaven” (Matt 16:19).

The fourth premise is that the Bible is God’s road map to show lost humanity the way to salvation. Revelation is the way or process by which God “makes known things that were hidden before, and the truth that is revealed in the process.”​[3]  There are two types of “revelation.”  The first type is known as natural or general revelation. Natural revelation refers to the things we can know about God through His creation. The psalmist exclaims, “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork” (Ps 19:1 – 2). Paul proclaimed that the Gentile world was “without excuse” for denying God’s power and glorifying the creatures rather than the Creator (Rom 1:18 – 23). The Gentiles were condemned for ignoring His moral law (vv. 24 – 32). The second type of revelation is known as special or historical revelation (i.e., supernatural). In contrast to general revelation, which is available to all mankind, “God’s special revelation is available to specific people at special times in specific places, it is available now only by consultation of sacred scripture.”​[4]  The Hebrew writer bears this out in opening verses of the letter to the Hebrews: “God, Who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Has in these last days spoken unto us by His Son, Whom He has appointed heir of all things, by whom also He made the worlds” (Heb 1:1 – 2).

The fifth premise is that God’s word has been revealed so that we can know Him. God made Himself known in the Old Testament through signs/miracles and the spoken word (as at Mt. Sinai) so that Israel could know who God is and what He expects from them. Israel would be a “light” to the Gentiles so that they could know Him (Isa 43:6).​[5] True faith comes by hearing the word of God (Rom10:17) and obeying His word (James 2:17 – 26; Heb 11:6). If God could not reveal His word to an ordinary person in a way where he could not understand and obey, then God would not be all powerful. The fact is, He has revealed the knowledge of truth so that humanity can understand and know the way to salvation (John 8:32; 2 Tim 2:12; Phil 3:9 – 11). 

Basic Facts About The Bible.

THE BIBLE CONSISTS of sixty-six books (thirty-nine in the Old Testament, twenty-seven in the New) and was written by some forty different men over a 1600-year period. The Bible was written in three languages: Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek.​[6]  Originally, the Bible did not contain chapters and verses. The introduction of chapters and verses in our Bible took place over a long time. Robert Estienne (or Stephanus, the Latinized form of his family name) was an early editor of the Greek New Testament (his family owned a printing business in Paris, France and later in Geneva, Switzerland). Stephanus, as he is known, published four editions of the Greek New Testament between the years of 1546 and 1551. His fourth edition introduced the verse system into the text that we still use today. The story goes that he did so while on horseback. Stephen Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury, is credited with adding chapter divisions in the eleventh century that are also in use today.​[7]  The chapter and verse division of the Old Testament go back even further. The division of the Old Testament into verses was well firmly fixed by the Masoretes by around 900 A.D. (by the Ben Asher family). The division of the Hebrew Bible into chapters came much later, “and probably was first carried through by Cardinal Hugh of St. Cher in 1244.”​[8]

The remarkable nature of the Bible is that one finds the same theme running from Genesis to Revelation. That grand them or metanarrative of the Bible is redemption! The requirement of redemption came about due to the fall of man and woman in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3). The preparation for redemption began with the call of Abraham (the command to sacrifice his son, but then a substitute, a ram, was given instead). This preparation continued with the call of Moses to lead God’s children out of Egyptian bondage and with the giving of the law at Mt. Sinai. The prophecy of redemption could be heard through the prophets (Heb 1:1 – 2), who foretold of a coming Messiah Who would redeem them from their sins and establish a new covenant (Isa 9:6 – 7; 61:1 – 3; Jer 31:31 – 35).  The reality of redemption is seen in the four gospel accounts beginning with the announcement of the Messiah’s birth (Matt 1:18 – 25; Luke 1:26 – 38), followed by the arrival of the Messiah (Matt 2:1 – 12; Luke 2:1 – 40), the adolescence of the Messiah (Luke 2:41 – 52), the anointing or appearance of the Messiah (at His baptism and the beginning of His public ministry, Matt 3:13 – 17; John 1:28 – 51), the atonement of the Messiah (His death on the cross, Matt 27:28; 1 Pet 1:18 – 19; Acts 20:28), the adoration of the Messiah (His ascension to heaven, Acts 1:4 – 11), and finally the announcement of the Messiah’s Message (the beginning of the church, preaching of the gospel, growth of the church, and the promise of Christ’s second coming to judge the world in righteousness).

Christ is the main theme in each section of both testaments. The Jews had a threefold division of the Old Testament: (1) the law of Moses (Genesis – Deuteronomy) or Torah, meaning instruction, (2) the prophets (Joshua – Malachi), and (3) the writings (Psalms-Chronicles).​[9]  Jesus even endorsed a three-fold division of the Hebrew Old Testament (see Luke 24:44).  Today, we have a four-fold division of the Old Testament: (1) Law (the Torah or instruction, Genesis-Deuteronomy), (2) History (the historical books, Joshua – Esther), (3) Poetry (Job – Song of Solomon), and (4) Prophecy (Isaiah – Malachi).  The Jews reckon or count thirty-six books (they combined Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles into one book, while we count thirty-nine books in the Old Testament. The inspired writers under the old covenant pointed towards the coming Messiah. In the five books of the law, we find the foundation is laid for the coming Christ. In the books of history, we see where preparation is made for Christ. In the poetic books, we read the aspiration for the Messiah. In the books of prophecy, we find the expectation for the Messiah.​[10]  When one turns to the pages of the New Testament, one finds in the Gospels (Matthew – John) the manifestation of Christ. In the one book of history (Acts), we read about the propagation of Christ. In the epistles or letters (Romans – Jude), we find the teaching and application of His message. The one book of prophecy (Revelation), we read of the victory of Christ over Satan.​[11] 

Three Views of Inspiration.

THE HISTORY OF THE Bible deals with God imparting His word to humankind. This process includes the revelation of His word (signs/miracles, God’s spoken word), the inspiration of His word, and the transmission of the written word. Few would argue that God has not revealed His will for humanity, but the debate over the centuries has dealt with the method in which God has revealed His word to us. Three main viewpoints have emerged (views which fall into three different camps or belief systems) which try to explain the concept of inspiration: Liberalism, Neo-Orthodoxy, and Conservatism.

Liberal Views of Inspiration. The Liberal,​[12] or modernist view, states that the Bible “contains the word of God” along with a mixture of man’s words or thoughts. While this may sound good on the surface, further study shows this belief to be inadequate. This position holds that the Bible is not the complete word of God, nor is God’s word completely found in the Bible. Thus, Divine Revelations can be found (according to their line of reasoning) in sources other than the Bible, and all the Bible teaches is not necessarily a worthy pattern for both “faith and practice.”​[13]  

The right wing of the liberal camp is the illumination view. The illumination theory states that God granted saintly and pious men special insight into Bible truths, each with varying “degrees of understanding.”  These holy men were then able to weave this insight into their religious writings. God illuminated their minds in order for them to gain special insight into these Divine truths. These pious men all shared this common method of “inspiration” which varied only according to “degree
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Introduction to Genesis



The Genesis Account of Creation.


















The Fall of Mankind in the Garden.









From the Flood to the Table of Nations.
































Introduction to Exodus





From Enslavement of Hebrews to Call of Moses.



The Plagues on Pharaoh to Cross of Red Sea.



	Blood (7:20)  Pharaoh hardened his heart (7:22)

	Frogs (8:5)  Pharaoh begs relief, promises freedom (8:8), but hardened (8:15)

	Lice (8:17)  Pharaoh hardened (8:19)

	Flies (8:24)  Pharaoh bargains (8:28), but hear is hardened (8:32)

	Livestock Diseased Pharaoh hardened (9:7)

	Boils (9:10)  Pharaoh hardened (9:12)

	Hail (9:23)  Begs relief (9:27), promises freedom (9:28), but is hardened (9:30)

	Locusts (10:13)  Bargains (10:11), begs relief (10:17), but is hardened (10:20)

	Darkness (10:22)  Bargains (10:24), but is hardened (10:27)

	Death of firstborn  Pharaoh & Egyptians beg Israel to leave Egypt (12:31 – 33)​[52]
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