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      Laura walked into the room, and he was on her in a flash. She didn’t even have time to set her bag down before Alan grabbed her, tearing her clothes away. She instantly came alive from the erotic energy emitted by his ravenous hands roaming her body. His lips were warm and soft as they crashed down upon hers. His kiss, however, was anything but soft and sensual. It was hard, and commanding. Her body quickly responded to the demand of his hunger. Desire rapidly grew and flooded her body with heat. When his mouth claimed her breasts, she was lost to the fire coursing through her veins.

      The next thing Laura knew, she was on her hands and knees on an unfamiliar bed with Alan slamming into her from behind. She cried out with each forceful thrust as her body hurdled toward an orgasm. Just a little closer and she would be there. Right where she wanted to be—in complete bliss.

      BEEP…BEEP…BEEP…BEEP

      Laura rolled over and smacked the alarm. She hit the snooze button and squeezed her eyes shut, hoping like hell the dream would pick up where it left off. A loud sigh escaped her mouth and she realized she would have no such luck recapturing the dream. Frustration filled her body. Tears threatened to spill from her eyes. That seemed to be the norm these days. Alan was never home to see to her needs and even when he was home, he seemed distant. It seemed like he never got fully into their lovemaking. His lack of emotion left her with an empty space in her heart. The kind of emptiness that can only come from having once been loved, then seeing it cruelly turned away. It was worse than outright rejection. With rejection, she thought, you could at least just be pissed off. Seeing Alan build a wall between them made her feel sad—hopelessly sad.

      She couldn’t remember the last time they had full-on, hardcore sex. Laura was tired of the solitary act of masturbation that left her more frustrated than satisfied. What she needed was full-on raw sex with Alan. The kind of sex that was intensely physical and fueled by pure passion. The uninhibited sex that says, “I want you, I need you, I am going to take you.” Images filled her mind of their bodies slamming together. Much like her dream, Alan took her with a hunger only he could. In her thoughts and dreams, their bodies collapsed against one another covered in sweat when they were both spent. Sadly, that hadn’t happened in ages.

      It was almost as if Alan were just going through the motions. Having sex just for the satisfaction of getting off and nothing more. The connection they once had was gone. And she silently pleaded for its return. When they were done, he cleaned up and got dressed for bed. That was not the norm. They used to linger in bed. It was their time to slow the frantic pace of their lives. Post-coital bliss used to consist of Alan running his fingers gently over her body, followed up by soft kisses that heated both of their bodies again. Unfortunately, Laura couldn’t remember the last time that happened or even why it had stopped happening.

      The last few times they did have sex, Alan was rougher than normal. Not that she didn’t enjoy it—because she did. She fucking loved it. Laura just couldn’t figure out what caused the drastic change in her husband. Did she overlook something he said or did? Had she offended him in some way that she was unaware of? The last few times he was the only one to reach a climax. Needless to say, she was more frustrated than ever.

      With no idea what to do, she pushed back the covers and climbed out of bed. The kids didn’t have to be up for school for a little while, so the quiet time would give her a chance to wake up and think about her current predicament a little more.

      Her first cup of coffee in hand, she padded over to her laptop and opened the lid. The bright glow from the screen illuminated the room. Laura squinted as her eyes adjusted to the sudden change in light. With a click of her mouse, she opened her email to see if there was anything urgent that needed a response.

      Laura smiled when she saw that Alan had already sent her an email. When he was away on business he kept odd hours. The longer he was gone on a trip, the more anxious he became. Unfortunately, he had been gone for three long weeks.

      Alan was the owner of Richardson Development. It was a company they had built together right after college. Laura still headed all of the corporate advertising. Since the kids were born, she worked more and more from home. It allowed her to be available for school functions and activities. But it was more than that. The office could be very stressful at times, and she didn’t do well with stress. She preferred the solitude of her home office and would opt for working in peace and quiet any day of the week.

      Her coffee was still a bit too warm to drink, but she sipped it slowly while she read over Alan’s email. He would be home early Friday afternoon. His flight would get in around noon. He planned on coming straight home, waiting until Monday to head back to the office. She breathed a sigh of relief that he would finally be headed home.

      Her fingers flew across the keyboard in response, letting him know she was excited he would be home soon and how much she missed him. She clicked send and went on to read the news. A few minutes later her instant messenger chimed announcing a message. Alan was still
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