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How to use this book

Spell Like a Ninja is the ultimate spelling toolkit to support every child, parent and teacher, in school and at home. Spell Like a Ninja covers every spelling objective from Year 1 through to Year 6 as outlined by the National Curriculum. The book provides an overview of every spelling objective followed by clear explanations, plentiful examples, spelling tips and a Ninja Spelling Focus, which clearly highlights each spelling rule in action.

Spell Like a Ninja can be used effectively to support all spelling activities in school as new rules are introduced but, importantly, to support parents at home to help children learn those new spelling rules each week.

When introducing a child to a new spelling rule, let’s remember that we are trying to teach the children to learn a rule or pattern, so that they can effectively apply this themselves when writing, rather than just remembering how to spell a list of words. Using Spell Like a Ninja, we can effectively draw attention to each rule, where it occurs and how we apply it to spell it correctly.
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Parents or carers

Spell Like a Ninja should be used in conjunction with the spelling lists that school sends home to support you and your child in learning the rule itself, not just a list of ten words.

One of the most effective things that can be done at home, which schools often don’t have time to do with each pupil, is to read the words aloud together. This is called word activation. It sounds simple, but is often overlooked. It is crucial to go through each new word and read it aloud to the learner − to teach them. Ask them to listen to the pronunciation of each word and repeat it back to you, clearly and accurately. Come back to words that are tricky or sound like other words, and be clear on what is different about each spelling. Finally, ask your child to read through the words, aloud, back to you.

This can be progressed further by the adult saying the word aloud, the child repeating the word aloud and then copying the word down in written form, saying each letter aloud as they copy it down. Every time you come back to the spellings, begin by reading each of the words aloud and activating the word for the pupil. More advice can be found in the Parent Zone.

 
Essential spelling strategies

Daily practice

10 to 15 minutes each day
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Spelling, just like brushing your teeth or exercising, has the biggest impact when you do it often. Aim to spend 10 to 15 minutes doing it each day.

Equipment

1 x pen

1 x pencil

1 x ruler

1 x set of coloured pens or pencils

1 x set of highlighters
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Introduce the rule

Many spelling lists in this book focus on a specific rule. This rule is normally a clear pattern. Read the rule first and then the examples. More advice on good preparation can be found in the Parent Zone.
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Mini-mastery

Sometimes, ten spellings or more can be overwhelming to try and learn all at once. Follow this weekly routine to build up to mastering the full list by focusing on a few words at a time. Spend 10 to 15 minutes each day practising.


	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday
	Sunday


	Practise words 1, 2 and 3
	Practise words 4, 5 and 6
	Practise words 7, 8, 9 and 10
	Practise words 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5
	Practise words 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10
	Practise all words mixed
	Practise all words mixed
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Flash cards

One of the best spelling tips is to write out each of the new spellings on flashcards at the beginning of the week when you are starting to learn them. If there is a rule, use a different colour to show the rule in action. This will be an extremely valuable and useful resource to help learn spellings during the week.
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NINJA TIP:

Again, don’t focus on all ten straight away if it’s too much. Try focusing on two to three each day and using the flash cards to quiz yourself throughout the day, and build up over the week.




poisonous

dangerous

famous

various

enormous

jealous

glamorous





Mnemonics
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Mnemonics are great ways to remember tricky spellings. The best thing is that you can make up your own for any word you find tricky. As long as it helps you remember the spelling, great!

neCeSSary — one Collar, two Sleeves

because — big elephants can always understand small elephants

Highlight prefixes and suffixes

Write out each word from your spellings. Either highlight the rule or pattern, or write it in a different colour using coloured pens or pencils.

bright light night right
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Spelling pyramids

Spelling pyramids are a great way to progressively spell a word in the correct order. Just start with the first letter at the top, then add the next letter to the row below. Keep adding letters until you have spelled the word and built your pyramid.

Word webs for similar words

Try to create webs of words. This is where knowing how to spell one word can help you spell lots of other words.

sign design signature

Writing variations

Try writing words in different formats. Why not try:

joined up

bubble

big

small

CAPITAL LETTERS

different colours

Mix it up

Don’t just learn your spellings in the order of the list. Ask an adult to say random spellings aloud for you to try and spell. This will be good practice for when you spell the words in a spelling test.
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Make it fun

Here are 12 fun strategies to make your spellings memorable.


	1

Use Scrabble letters to spell out words.


	2

Create a collection of rocks with the alphabet
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