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"But he is not of one mind, and who can turn him? and what his soul desireth, even that he doeth. For he performeth the thing that is appointed for me: and many such things are with him."

JOB 23:13-14

Job spoke these words from the middle of unexplained suffering, not from the comfort of resolved answers. He could not locate God, could not summon Him to a hearing, and could not force the outcome he wanted. Yet even there, stripped of every explanation, Job made a confession that reaches across the centuries into the argument of this book: God performs what He has appointed. Not what pressure demands. Not what an audience expects. What He, in His own unchanging counsel, has already determined to do.

This is the deepest foundation beneath everything written in these pages. If our own performance is ever going to be healthy rather than frantic, it must rest on the confidence that God’s performance never fails, and that His performance was never dependent on ours to begin with. Job could not control his circumstances, but he could rest in the character of the God who was performing something appointed even in the middle of them. That is a settled identity speaking in the midst of an unsettled life.

I have watched, across many years of pastoral ministry, believers exhaust themselves trying to perform their way into a security that was never meant to be earned. They labor as though their acceptance before God were still being decided, when in truth it was settled before they ever lifted a hand to serve. Job 23:14 corrects that entire posture. It reminds us that the appointed thing belongs first to God’s faithfulness, and only then to our obedience. We do not perform to make God act. We act because God, who cannot change, has already committed Himself to perform what He appointed for us.

This book, Relational Alignment with God, was written to walk that truth out chapter by chapter, from identity, through the principles that govern a life yielded to Him, to the daily practice of walking closely enough with God that our performance becomes the fruit of relationship rather than the price of it. It is my prayer that as you read, you will lay down every anxious effort to prove yourself to God, and pick up instead the quiet confidence Job found in the whirlwind: He performeth the thing that is appointed for me.

Bishop Osei Tweneboah Koduah
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The Christian life begins with relationship, not performance. God's first concern is not merely what we can do for Him, but who we are in Him and how closely our hearts are aligned with His. This is not a minor sequencing detail. It is the difference between a life that flows from rest and a life that strains for approval it has already been given.

Performance asks, "What must I accomplish to prove my value?" Identity declares, "I am accepted in Christ; therefore, I can faithfully fulfill my assignment." When performance precedes identity, ministry becomes an attempt to earn acceptance, recognition, or significance. When identity precedes performance, service becomes the natural overflow of fellowship with God.

Before Jesus began His public ministry, before He preached a single sermon, called a single disciple, healed a single body, or went to the cross, the Father made a declaration over Him.

"This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."

MATTHEW 3:17

Jesus had done nothing yet in the public sense the world measures. The Father affirmed His identity before His public performance. Everything Jesus subsequently did flowed from the settled consciousness of who He was and whose He was. This is the pattern every believer is invited into. John reinforces it: "Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God" (1 John 3:1). The love comes first. The calling flows from the love.

Relational alignment with God means bringing our thoughts, affections, choices, conduct, and purposes into agreement with Him. It is not the loss of personality. It is the restoration of the person God intended us to be, the person sin distorted and grace is recovering. Paul describes this recovery in Colossians as being renewed in knowledge after the image of Him that created us (Colossians 3:10).

The "principles" discussed in this book should not be understood as impersonal forces operating independently of God, and this distinction matters more than it may first appear. Popular culture has borrowed language such as attraction, correspondence, and reflection from metaphysical traditions that treat the universe as a responsive mechanism governed by the human mind. Scripture teaches something different and far better. These are not autonomous laws that can be triggered by anyone regardless of their standing before God. They are biblical realities describing how human life functions under the sovereignty of a personal, holy God who governs history and hearts alike. Attraction must be governed by truth, correspondence by righteousness, inspiration by the Spirit, and providence by God's wisdom, never by human manipulation.

The purpose of alignment is not to manipulate spiritual principles to obtain whatever we desire. It is to become so united with God in heart and purpose that His desires increasingly become ours, His wisdom directs us, and His life finds expression through us. This is the journey this book invites you to take, from belonging, to becoming, to doing, in that order and no other.

	KEY INSIGHT

Every principle examined in this book is subordinate to the character and sovereignty of God. None of them operates as an independent force that can be triggered apart from a right relationship with Him.



PART ONE

Identity and Relationship

Establishing who we are in Christ, and seeing that identity perfectly modeled in Jesus.

CHAPTER ONE
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