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EDITOR’S NOTE

Football players aren’t necessarily expected to be amusing, or even articulate. As Brian Clough once noted, ‘their brains are in their feet’. Which means that when someone does come out with a thought-provoking comment, people often react as if they’ve just heard a latter-day Shakespeare.

However, a lot of the so-called wit in these pages is unwitting: confused (and often confusing) meanderings on lame duck managers, overpriced and under-performing stars, visually challenged referees and cash-hungry magnates. Whether intentional, accidental, or just plain nonsensical, this collection of riotous quips and quotes is sure to remind you that football is, and always will be, a funny old game.


CAN YOU MANAGE IT?

There’s only one certainty in football: managers get sacked.

BRIAN KERR

[image: ]

Steve McClaren has achieved the unique feat of making even Sven Goran-Eriksson look good.

IAN RIDLEY ON MCCLAREN’S BRIEF SPELL AS MANAGER OF ENGLAND

[image: ]

Barry Fry’s management is based on the chaos theory.

MARK MCGHEE

[image: ]

Alex Ferguson is the best manager I’ve had at this level. Well, he’s the only manager I’ve had at this level.

DAVID BECKHAM

 

 

 

 

 


CHELSEA HAVE JUST LAUNCHED A NEW AFTERSHAVE CALLED ‘THE SPECIAL ONE’ BY U GO BOSS.

Pat Flanagan after José Mourinho’s shock departure from Chelsea in September 2007



 

 

 

 

 


MICK MCCARTHY BREAKS INTO A RASH IF HE’S WITHIN 30 YARDS OF AN NUJ CARD.

Tom Humphries
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The secret… is to keep the six players who hate you away from the five who are undecided.

JOCK STEIN ON HOW TO BE A GOOD MANAGER

[image: ]

I have come to the conclusion that nice men do not make the best managers.

GRAEME SOUNESS


IGNORANCE IS BLISS


DAN QUAYLE THINKS THE GAZA STRIP IS PAUL GASCOIGNE’S FOOTBALL JERSEY.

Johnny Carson



 

 

 

 

 

An oxymoron is when two contradictory concepts are juxtaposed, as in ‘footballing brain’.

PATRICK MURRAY

[image: ]

He’s got the brains of a rocking horse.

DAVE BASSETT ON SHEFFIELD UNITED GOALKEEPER SIMON TRACEY

 

 

 

 

 


JASON ROBERTS? THIS IS A MAN WHO SPELT HIS NAME WRONG ON HIS TRANSFER REQUEST.

Gary Megson
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Paul Gascoigne wore a number ten jersey. I thought that was his position, but it turned out it was his IQ.

GEORGE BEST

[image: ]

Well, I can play in the centre, on the right, and occasionally on the left-hand side.

DAVID BECKHAM WHEN ASKED IF IT WOULD BE FAIR TO DESCRIBE HIM AS A VOLATILE PLAYER


WHISTLE STOP TOURS


FOOTBALL IS A GAME WITH 22 PLAYERS, TWO LINESMEN AND 20,000 REFEREES.

Bob Monkhouse



 

 

 

 

 

I used to play football in my youth but then my eyes went bad so I became a referee.

ERIC MORECAMBE

[image: ]

I never comment on referees and I’m not going to break the habit of a lifetime for that prat.

RON ATKINSON

 

 

 

 

 


I’VE SEEN HARDER TACKLES IN THE PIE QUEUE AT HALF-TIME THAN THE ONES PUNISHED IN GAMES.

George Fulston on overly strict referees
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The referee was booking so many people I thought he was filling in his lottery numbers.

IAN WRIGHT
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The trouble with referees is that they just don’t care which side wins.

TOM CANTERBURY


A BLOOD SPORT


I’M NOT HAPPY WITH OUR TACKLING, BOYS. WE KEEP HURTING THEM, BUT THEY KEEP GETTING UP.

Jimmy Murphy



 

 

 

 

 

They say the new striker I’m marking is fast. Maybe, but how fast can he limp?

MICK MCCARTHY

[image: ]

The Liverpool theme song is ‘You’ll Never Walk Alone’. The Wimbledon one is ‘You’ll Never Walk Again’.

TOMMY DOCHERTY

 

 

 

 

 


IT’S NOT FAIR TO SAY THAT LEE BOWYER IS RACIST; HE’D STAMP ON ANYONE’S HEAD.

Rodney Marsh
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Get your retaliation in first.

ALASTAIR DUNN

[image: ]

In football it is widely acknowledged that if both sides agree to cheat, then cheating is fair.

C. B. FRY

 

 

 

 

 


IF HE FOULS YOU HE NORMALLY PICKS YOU UP, BUT THE REFEREE DOESN’T SEE WHAT HE PICKS YOU UP BY.

Ryan Giggs on Dennis Wise




A SAFE PAIR OF HANDS?

You have to remember that a goalkeeper is a goalkeeper because he can’t play football.

RUUD GULLIT

[image: ]

He hasn’t made any saves you wouldn’t have expected him not to make.

LIAM BRADY

 

 

 

 

 


POOR SCOTT CARSON. JUST TWO MORE HANDS AND ANOTHER CHEST AND HE WOULD HAVE SAVED IT.

Jimmy Greaves on one of the goals that put England out of Euro 2008
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Neville Southall was a big daft goalie… he once turned up at Wembley wearing his suit and a pair of flip-flops.

ANDY GRAY
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David Icke says he’s here to save the world. Well he saved bugger all… in goal for Coventry.

JASPER CARROTT

 

 

 

 

 


THAT WOULD HAVE BEEN A GOAL IF THE GOALKEEPER HADN’T SAVED IT.

Kevin Keegan



 

 

 

 

 

The most vulnerable area for goalies is between their legs.

ANDY GRAY

[image: ]

It’s not nice going into the supermarket and the woman at the till is thinking ‘dodgy keeper’.

DAVID JAMES


INTERNATIONAL DUTY


THE CROATIANS DON’T PLAY WELL WITHOUT THE BALL.

Barry Venison
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I’ve just named the team I would like to represent Wales in the next World Cup: Brazil.

BOBBY GOULD

[image: ]

The English football team – brilliant on paper, shit on grass.

ARTHUR SMITH

 

 

 

 

 


OTHER NATIONS HAVE HISTORY. WE HAVE FOOTBALL.

Ondino Viera



 

 

 

 

 


SCOTLAND HAS THE ONLY FOOTBALL TEAM IN THE WORLD THAT DOES A LAP OF DISGRACE.

Billy Connolly



 

 

 

 

 

San Marino play like men who expect to encounter visa problems if they approach the halfway line.

TOM HUMPHRIES

[image: ]

To play Holland you have to play the Dutch.

RUUD GULLIT

[image: ]

If you have a fortnight’s holiday in Dublin you qualify to play for the national side.

MIKE ENGLAND

[image: ]

1966 was a great year for English football. Eric Cantona was born.

ANONYMOUS


INJURY TIME


MY ANKLE WAS POINTING TOWARDS HONG KONG SO I KNEW I WAS IN TROUBLE.

Alan Smith after breaking his leg in 2006
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Leeds United are having problems with injuries. The players keep recovering.

BILL SHANKLY AT A TIME WHEN LEEDS WERE HAVING A BAD RUN

[image: ]

John Barnes’ problem is that he gets injured appearing on A Question of Sport.

TOMMY DOCHERTY

 

 

 

 

 


I WAS WATCHING GERMANY AND… GOT UP TO MAKE A CUP OF TEA. I BUMPED INTO THE TELLY AND KLINSMANN FELL OVER.

Frank Skinner



 

 

 

 

 

He’s had two cruciates and a broken ankle. That’s not easy. Every player… is praying the boy gets a break.

ALEX FERGUSON ON WES BROWN

[image: ]

When England go to Turkey there could be fatalities. Or even worse, injuries.

PHIL NEAL
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