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Introduction

Two of the most popular crochet patterns are the Corner to Corner (C2C) and Straight Box Stitch patterns. Both patterns are very similar and create lovely projects which look like they were much more difficult to crochet than they really were. The C2C pattern is crocheted diagonally, and the Straight Box Stitch pattern is crocheted in rows. In this book we’ll take a quick stitch refresher and then learn both patterns and the techniques used in them. Next we’ll move onto learning both patterns. So, are you ready? Let’s get to it!
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Chapter One – Stitches Used in This Book
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IF YOU ARE A BEGINNER this chapter will teach you the stitches and techniques you need to know in order to crochet both patterns. If you’re familiar with basic crochet stitches and techniques, then this chapter will act as a handy refresher course. I recommend using a medium weight yarn and a size I/9 (5.50mm) or J/10 (6.00mm) hook for the patterns in this book. You can use a thinner or bulkier yarn and adjust your hook size if you prefer. Check the yarn label for the recommended hook size when choosing the yarn for these projects.

Chain Stitch

Create a slip knot and place it on the hook. Place the yarn over the hook (known as a yarn over) and pull it through the slip knot on the hook. This is a chain stitch. Yarn over and pull the yarn through the loop on the hook. This is the next chain stitch. Concentrate on getting your stitches even, not on speed. Speed will come later, for now you want to get used to handling the hook and the yarn. Practice the chain stitch until your chains are nice and even.
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Practice the chain stitch until your chain is nice and even.

Single Crochet

Chain 12. Insert the hook into the second chain from the hook. The skipped chain is counted as the first single crochet stitch. Yarn over and pull the yarn through the chain stitch. There are now two loops on the hook. Yarn over and pull through both loops. This is the single crochet stitch. Crochet single crochet stitches across the chain. Be sure to count your stitches as you go including the skipped chain stitch.

Once you reach the end of the chain stitch, turn your work. Chain one. This counts as the first single crochet stitch in the row. Insert the hook into the next stitch, not into the base of the chain one. Yarn over and pull through the stitch. Yarn over and pull through both loops on the hook. Crochet single crochet stitches into each stitch across the row. When you reach the last stitch it is worked into the skipped chain stitch, or for the next rows it is worked into the chain one at the beginning of the previous row. 
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Chain 1 and insert the hook into the next stitch, not the base of the chain 1 to begin a new row.
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Work the last stitch into the skipped chain 1, or in the chain 1 of the previous row.

DOUBLE CROCHET

Chain 12. Yarn over and insert the hook into the fourth chain from the hook. The skipped chain stitches count as the first double crochet stitch in the row. Yarn over and pull the yarn through the chain stitch. There are now three loops on the hook. Yarn over and pull the yarn through the first two loops. Yarn over and pull the yarn through the last two loops on the hook. This is a double crochet stitch. Work double crochet stitches across the chain stitch counting your stitches as you go. Be sure to include the first three skipped chain stitches as the first stitch in the row. Once you reach the end of the row, turn your work.

To begin a new row, chain three. These count as the first stitch in the row. Yarn over and insert the hook into the next stitch, not into the base of the chain three. Yarn over and pull the yarn through the stitch. Yarn over and pull through the first two loops on the hook, and yarn over and pull the yarn through the last two loops on the hook. Crochet double crochet stitches across the row. The last stitch is worked into the third chain of the skipped chain stitches of the foundation chain. The last stitch of the next row is worked into the third chain of the starting chain of the previous row. Always count your stitches to be keep your edges straight and the pattern correct.
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Yarn over and insert the hook into the next stitch, yarn over and pull through the stitch.
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Yarn over and pull through the first two loops on the hook.
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Yarn over and pull through the last two loop on the hook to complete the stitch.
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Begin a new row by chaining three. Yarn over and insert the hook into the next stitch, not the base of the chain three starting chain.

SLIP STITCH

Slip Stitches are used to move the yarn to the proper place in a pattern, and to join a round when crocheting in the round. Insert the hook into the next stitch, yarn over and pull through the stitch and the loop on the hook. No stitch is actually worked, but the yarn is moved over one space.

Changing Colors

In the C2C and Straight Box Stitch patterns color changes are done at the end of the row. Work the last stitch until there are two loops left on the hook. Grab the new color and pull it through the last two loops. When you crochet the first chain stitch of the next row catch the old color in the chain stitch to anchor the color and secure it. Crochet a few stitches and then go back and snug up the yarns and cut, or fasten off, the old color leaving at least a six-inch tail to weave in later.
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Work the last stitch until there are two loops left on the hook and pull the new color through.
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Catch the old color in the first chain stitch of the next row to secure it.

––––––––
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WEAVING IN TAILS SECURELY

When you fasten off the yarn leave at least a six-inch tail. This gives you plenty of yarn to weave in the tails securely. Nothing is more heartbreaking than putting a lot of work into a project only to have the tails come loose and your work start to unravel. Believe me, I speak from experience. 

Thread the tail through a tapestry or blunt end needle. Weave the tail in and out of the stitches on the wrong side of the fabric for about an inch. Turn the project and weave the tail in and out of the stitches for another inch. Turn the project one more time and weave the tail in and out of the stitches for another inch. You can now fasten off (cut) the tail safely and not worry about it working its way out of the crochet fabric. 
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