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            Premiere Production

         

         Black Hole Sign was first performed at the Tron Theatre, Glasgow, on 19 September 2025, and at the Traverse Theatre, Edinburgh, on 8 October 2025. The cast was as follows:

         
             

         

         Crea  Helen Logan

         Ani / ‘Mary’  Dani Heron

         Lina / Isla / ‘Gloria’  Betty Valencia

         Billy / Mr Turnbull / Mr Ivan Hopper  Martin Docherty

         Mr Iain Hopper  Beruce Khan

         Tersia / NMC Panel Chair  Ann Louise Ross

         
             

         

         Director  Gareth Nicholls

         Set & Costume Designer  Anna Orton

         Composer & Sound Designer  Michael John McCarthy

         Lighting Designer  Lizzie Powell

         Movement Director  Emily Jane Boyle

         
             

         

         Black Hole Sign was commissioned by the Traverse Theatre and co-produced by the Tron Theatre Company and Traverse Theatre in association with the National Theatre of Scotland. vii
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            This play is dedicated to all nurses,

especially my auntie Susheelaix
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            Acknowledgements

         

         I am indebted to the nurses I have interviewed in the process of writing this play, and to all the actors and nurses who contributed invaluable feedback during the development process. I would first like to extend my gratitude to Nicholls, Jemima Levick, Giles Smart, and Martin Robinson. Also: Tom Alexander, Ella Appleton, Maureen Boyd, Lee Byrne, Daniel Donnelly, Matt Green, Mazz Hamidi, Debbie Hannan, Rose Hilton, Ese Ighorae, Rosie Kellagher, Paul Laverty, Emily Ling-Williams, Eilidh Loan, Jane MacDonald, Jack MacGregor, Anna Russell Martin, Jim Martin, Jonathan Mesh, Anne McCluskey, Michael John McCarthy, Johnny McKnight, Lynn Nottage, Adura Onashile, Michael John O’Neill, Anna Orton, Silas Parry, Gabe Quigley, Shibani Sathiananthan, Louise Stevens, Joanne Thompson, and Jonathan Watson. To all the hospital staff I currently and have previously worked with, as well as the Tron Theatre, the Traverse Theatre, Faber & Faber, the National Theatre of Scotland, the Scottish Society of Playwrights and Playwrights’ Studio Scotland. xi
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            The Sibyl with frenzied mouth uttering things not to be laughed at, unadorned and unperfumed, yet reaches to a thousand years with her voice by the aid of God.

            Heraclitus 

            
                

            

            
                

            

            
                

            

            
                

            

            Antigone is right, but Creon is not wrong.

            Albert Camus 
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            Characters

         

         
            staff 

            Crea

Senior Charge Nurse (SCN), fifties

            Ani

staff nurse, thirties

            Lina

student nurse, early twenties

            Billy 

porter, early sixties

            
                

            

            patients 

            Mr Iain Hopper

intracerebral haemorrhage (palliative), forties

            Tersia

delirium secondary to UTI, late seventies

            Isla 

extensive bruising and knee and elbow fractures from reported fall, late teens

            Turnbull 

foreign object to gluteus maximus, early sixties

            
                

            

            other parts 

            Mr Ivan Hopper, NMC Panel Chair,

‘Mary’, ‘Sindhu’, ‘Young Crea’ 
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            Doubling

         

         
            The configuration below works for an ensemble of six actors:

            The actor playing the role of Lina

may also play Isla and ‘Sindhu’.

            The actor playing the role of Ani

may also play ‘Mary’.

            The actor playing Billy

may also play Turnbull and Mr Ivan Hopper.

            The actor playing Tersia

may also play NMC Panel Chair.

         

      
   


   
      
         
            Time and Place

         

         
            Black Hole Sign is set across three generations of nurses over one winter’s nightshift.

            Pod B is one of four ‘major’ bases in the A&E or Acute Medical Receiving Unit of a busy regional NHS hospital. There is limited flow through the unit due to bed-waits, and Pod B is predominantly being managed by nursing staff.

            Two narratives move forward in linear time. The main action of the play is composed of the events of the nightshift of the 21st of December. The secondary action, taking place one year later, is a Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) Hearing, concerning the Fitness to Practice of Senior Charge Nurse Crea.
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