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Dear Angels, Rock DJs, and Millennium Movers,

Welcome to Let Me Entertain You: The Ultimate Robbie Williams Fan Guide! If you’re holding this book, chances are you’re as excited as we are about Robbie’s upcoming world tour and his much-anticipated movie. That’s right—our favorite Stoke-on-Trent superstar is about to “Feel” the love from fans across the globe, both on the big screen and on stage.

This isn’t just any tour; it’s a celebration of a career that has spanned decades, touched millions, and turned Robbie into a global icon. From his “Strong” beginnings in Take That to his record-breaking solo career, Robbie has always been more than just a performer—he’s been a part of our lives. And now, with a movie that promises to dive deep into his story, we get a chance to relive those “Supreme” moments that made us fall in love with him in the first place.

This book is your all-access pass to Robbie’s world. Think of it as a backstage tour, a greatest-hits album in literary form, and a heartfelt tribute rolled into one. Whether you’ve been a fan since the “Old Before I Die” days or joined the party more recently, this guide is for you.

So grab a cuppa, settle in, and get ready to dive into the life, music, and magic of the one and only Robbie Williams. Because if there’s one thing we know for sure, it’s this: Robbie isn’t just here to entertain us—he’s here to inspire us, surprise us, and remind us why we can’t stop loving him.

Let’s get this party started!




Bobby Gallagher




[image: Image]








  
  2

  
  
  It’s a Love Supreme.

  
  




[image: Image]

About the Artist

If there’s one phrase that sums up Robbie Williams, it’s “Come Undone” and then rise again, stronger, bolder, and funnier than ever. Born on February 13, 1974, in Stoke-on-Trent, Robbie grew up with big dreams and an even bigger personality. From the moment he joined Take That in 1990, it was clear he wasn’t just another boyband member. He was the boyband member—the cheeky rebel who added spark to their polished harmonies.

But being part of Take That was only the beginning. Robbie went solo in 1995, and that’s when the fireworks really started. His first album, Life Thru a Lens, gave us “Angels,” a song that’s not just a fan favorite but a universal anthem. From there, Robbie’s career skyrocketed. He became the “Rock DJ” of our generation, delivering hit after hit, from “Let Me Entertain You” to “Feel” to “Candy.”

Yet Robbie’s story isn’t just about music. He’s an entertainer in every sense of the word. With his quick wit, self-deprecating humor, and unfiltered honesty, he’s won over hearts on and off the stage. Whether he’s cracking jokes in interviews, baring his soul in his lyrics, or pulling off unforgettable live performances, Robbie is always 100% authentic.

Of course, his journey hasn’t been without its challenges. Robbie has faced battles with addiction, mental health struggles, and the pressures of fame. But true to form, he’s never let those struggles define him. Instead, he’s used them to connect with fans on a deeper level. In a world of pop stars, Robbie stands out as someone who’s unapologetically human—a quality that has made him not just a star but a legend.

And now, with a world tour and a movie that promises to tell his story like never before, Robbie is proving once again why he’s the “King of the Bongo Bong” (if you know, you know). Whether he’s serenading a crowd of thousands or making us laugh with his cheeky Instagram posts, Robbie is—and always will be—a force to be reckoned with.



Why This Book?

So, why this book? Why now? Well, if you’re asking that question, let us hit you with a bit of wisdom: “No Regrets.” That’s right—there’s never been a better time to celebrate all things Robbie Williams.

First, there’s the world tour. Robbie’s live performances are nothing short of electric. He doesn’t just perform songs; he lives them, bringing every lyric to life with his energy, charisma, and boundless enthusiasm. Whether he’s belting out “Let Me Entertain You” or serenading the crowd with “She’s the One,” Robbie’s concerts are an experience, a memory, and a party all rolled into one. This book is the perfect companion to that experience—a way to relive the magic, learn the stories behind the songs, and connect with other fans who share your love for all things Robbie.

Then there’s the movie. For years, we’ve known Robbie as a pop icon, but the film promises to peel back the curtain and show us the man behind the music. It’s a chance to see his journey in a new light, from his early days in Stoke-on-Trent to his rise to global superstardom. The highs, the lows, the triumphs, and the struggles—it’s all there. And this book? It’s your ultimate guide to understanding the full scope of Robbie’s story, so you can watch the movie with a deeper appreciation of everything he’s overcome to become the legend we know today.

Finally, let’s not forget what makes Robbie’s career so special: you. His fans are the heartbeat of everything he does. This book is a tribute to the people who have stood by him through thick and thin, who sing along at concerts, stream his songs on repeat, and share stories about how his music has touched their lives.

In short, this isn’t just a book—it’s a celebration. A celebration of Robbie, of his music, and of the connection he’s built with fans all over the world. Whether you’re a lifelong fan or just discovering his brilliance, this guide is here to remind you of one simple truth: Robbie Williams doesn’t just entertain us—he makes us feel alive.

So let’s dive in, shall we? After all, the best is yet to come. Or, as Robbie might say, “It’s a Love Supreme.”

Now, let’s turn the page and take a journey through the world of Robbie Williams. Because when it comes to this icon, there’s always more to discover.
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 Early Life and Origins



Before Robbie Williams became a global sensation, a “Rock DJ,” and a “Millennium” megastar, he was simply Robert Peter Williams, a cheeky lad from the heart of England. Born on February 13, 1974, in Stoke-on-Trent—a city better known for its pottery than its pop stars—Robbie’s life began in humble surroundings. Little did anyone know that this pint-sized entertainer would grow up to “Let Me Entertain You” on a global scale. But even as a boy, Robbie had that unmistakable sparkle, the kind that hinted he was destined for more than just a quiet life in Stoke.



Childhood in Stoke-on-Trent

Stoke-on-Trent, affectionately called “The Potteries,” shaped Robbie in many ways. A working-class town steeped in tradition, it offered a tight-knit community but not much in the way of glitz or glamour. Growing up, Robbie split his time between school, exploring local haunts, and hanging out with his family. His parents, Pete and Janet, were a big influence, though their separation when Robbie was just three years old added a touch of “No Regrets” to his early years. Robbie went on to live with his mum and sister Sally, who supported him through thick and thin.


From a young age, Robbie was a natural performer. His dad, known as Pete Conway, was a professional entertainer himself, performing in pubs and clubs. It’s easy to see where Robbie got his larger-than-life personality. The duo shared a bond over showbiz, with young Robbie often tagging along to his dad’s gigs. He absorbed the art of captivating a crowd like a sponge, unknowingly setting the stage for his own career.


Despite his talent, school wasn’t exactly Robbie’s “Supreme” environment. Academically, he struggled, and his cheeky sense of humor often landed him in trouble. But his charm and wit made him popular with classmates—and even teachers couldn’t stay mad at the boy who seemed destined for something bigger. Robbie’s flair for drama became apparent during school productions, where he loved being the center of attention. It was clear he was born to be in the spotlight.



First Steps into Music and Performance

Robbie’s first steps into music weren’t as glamorous as one might think. His early gigs weren’t sold-out stadiums but performances in local clubs and small venues, often sharing the stage with his dad. But even then, Robbie had the “Feel” of a natural-born entertainer. His voice was raw, his moves unpolished, but his energy was infectious. If he wasn’t destined to sing, he’d have been a comedian or actor—anything that let him revel in the joy of entertaining others.


At the age of 16, fate came knocking when Robbie auditioned for a new boyband being assembled by Nigel Martin-Smith. The group was to be called Take That, and Robbie’s boyish charm and unfiltered personality caught the manager’s eye. Though he was the youngest in the group, Robbie’s charisma quickly made him stand out. He wasn’t just “another brick in the band”; he was the wild card, the spark plug, the one who could always “Come Undone” in the best (and sometimes most chaotic) way possible.


Joining Take That wasn’t just a career leap—it was a life-changing moment. As the group started recording and performing, Robbie found himself in a world he’d only dreamed of. Long days in the studio were followed by rehearsals and performances, but young Robbie thrived on the whirlwind. The band’s polished image clashed a bit with Robbie’s rebellious streak, but it also fueled some of his greatest performances. He had the rare ability to switch from goofy joker backstage to captivating star centerstage, a duality that would define much of his career.


Of course, it wasn’t all smooth sailing. Being thrust into fame at such a young age brought its challenges. Robbie struggled to reconcile his carefree Stoke roots with the high-pressure world of pop stardom. Even during his time with Take That, he was itching to break free and show the world the real Robbie Williams—unedited, unfiltered, and undeniably entertaining.

[image: Image]



From Stoke to Stardom

Looking back, Robbie’s childhood in Stoke-on-Trent was the perfect launchpad for his career. It gave him grit, groundedness, and that cheeky, self-deprecating humor fans adore. Whether he was singing in his dad’s pub gigs or dreaming big while roaming the streets of Stoke, Robbie’s early years were marked by a drive to make something of himself.


Even today, you can see glimpses of Stoke in his persona: the no-nonsense attitude, the ability to connect with people from all walks of life, and the playful charm that wins over crowds from “Angels” to “Devils.” It’s these qualities that have kept fans loyal through every twist and turn of his career.


So next time you’re singing along to one of Robbie’s hits, remember where it all started: a boy from Stoke-on-Trent, armed with a dream, a big voice, and a personality even bigger. Because, as Robbie himself might say, “There’s no point in living if you can’t feel alive.” And Robbie Williams? He’s been living—and entertaining us—like a true legend ever since.



Whether he’s taking on stadiums or sharing a laugh with fans, Robbie’s journey proves that sometimes the most unassuming beginnings can lead to the most extraordinary lives. Stay tuned, because we’re just getting started. Next stop: the birth of a solo superstar!


Take That Journey

If we’re talking about Robbie Williams, we simply have to start with Take That. It’s where the story began, where the boy from Stoke-on-Trent transformed from cheeky dreamer to bona fide pop star. Buckle up, because this chapter is a whirlwind of harmonies, heartbreaks, and “Could It Be Magic” moments.



Joining Take That: The Boyband That Built a Legend

The year was 1990, and Robbie Williams was just 16 years old, a spirited lad with a devil-may-care attitude and a whole lot of charisma. When his mother spotted an ad for auditions for a new boyband, Robbie showed up and—surprise, surprise—impressed everyone. Even at that young age, he had the “It” factor that made him unforgettable.


Take That was the brainchild of Nigel Martin-Smith, who envisioned a group that could rival American boybands like New Kids on the Block. Alongside Gary Barlow, Mark Owen, Howard Donald, and Jason Orange, Robbie became the youngest member of the group. But while the others were all about polished moves and harmonized vocals, Robbie was the wild card—the unpredictable joker who brought an edge to the band’s squeaky-clean image.


It didn’t take long for Take That to capture the hearts of fans across the UK. Their debut single, “Do What U Like,” might have been a bit of a slow burner, but their charisma and catchy tunes soon propelled them to superstardom. By the time “It Only Takes a Minute” hit the airwaves, the band was well on its way to becoming a phenomenon.



Iconic Moments with Take That: The Glory Days

Take That wasn’t just a boyband; it was a cultural movement. Their concerts were epic events, filled with screaming fans, synchronized dance moves, and outfits that could only be described as bold (did someone say leather hot pants?). Robbie, with his boyish charm and mischievous grin, quickly became a fan favorite.


The band’s hits during this era are the stuff of pop legend. Songs like “Pray,” “Relight My Fire,” and “Back for Good” dominated the charts, becoming anthems of the ’90s. For fans, these tracks weren’t just songs—they were soundtracks to their lives. Robbie’s energy added a spark to every performance, whether he was nailing the choreography (sometimes) or ad-libbing cheeky banter with the crowd (always).


And let’s not forget the iconic music videos. Robbie’s antics always stood out, from his playful expressions in “Everything Changes” to his smoldering stare in “Pray.” Even in a group filled with talent, Robbie had a knack for stealing the spotlight.


But life in Take That wasn’t all harmonies and hit singles. Behind the scenes, cracks were beginning to show. Robbie’s rebellious nature often clashed with the band’s structured image, and as the youngest member, he sometimes felt like the odd one out. Fame was exhilarating but also overwhelming, and Robbie struggled to balance the pressure with his desire for independence.



Departure: Breaking Free

By 1995, it was clear that Robbie was “Not Like the Others.” The band’s strict routines and expectations didn’t sit well with his free-spirited personality. He wanted to push boundaries, experiment with his style, and—most importantly—have some fun. The tension came to a head during the recording of their third album, Nobody Else, when Robbie began to feel increasingly sidelined creatively.


Things reached a boiling point during Take That’s Nobody Else tour. Robbie, ever the wildcard, was spotted partying with the Oasis brothers at Glastonbury—a move that didn’t exactly scream “team player.” The rest of the band, along with their management, decided it was time for a change. In July 1995, Robbie left Take That, and the pop world was thrown into chaos.


For fans, it felt like the end of an era. Robbie’s departure was front-page news, sparking tears, tantrums, and enough drama to fuel a soap opera. But for Robbie, it was a chance to find his own voice. He later admitted that leaving the band wasn’t just about artistic freedom—it was about saving himself. The pressures of fame, coupled with a growing sense of alienation, had taken their toll, and stepping away was the only way he could move forward.


In true Robbie fashion, he didn’t leave quietly. There was public feuding, rumors of bad blood, and even the odd headline-worthy quip. But despite the drama, there was also a sense of optimism. Robbie wasn’t walking away from music; he was embarking on a solo career that would eventually redefine him as one of the greatest entertainers of all time.



From Take That to Take This

Robbie’s departure from Take That marked the end of one chapter but also the beginning of something extraordinary. While the band continued (until their temporary split in 1996), Robbie was busy plotting his solo takeover. And though the press painted him as the “bad boy” of the group, fans couldn’t get enough. He was raw, rebellious, and refreshingly real—the kind of star who wasn’t afraid to admit his flaws or poke fun at himself.


Years later, Robbie would reunite with Take That for their 2010 album Progress, proving that time heals all wounds. The reunion wasn’t just a nostalgia
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