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1. Foreword
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A New Generation Of Fortune-Seeking, Money-Laden Chinese Illegal Migrants: The Strange Tale Of The Darien Gap - Back Doors To America.

They are a new generation of Chinese who are venturing out of China to seek a better life and fortune in America.

They number up to 37,000 in 2023 alone. That is 50 times more than two years ago.

Why and how are they doing it?
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2. Not The Usual Illegal Migrants
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This new breed of Chinese illegal migrants are healthy, educated, well-nourished, sometimes accompanied by young children, and have enough money to pay fixers and smugglers, and pay boat fares, bus fares and air fares, to take the circuitous route from China to America.

Still, they are risking life and limps to get into American as illegal migrants and asylum seekers.
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3. Why?
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They say that they are trying to get into America by illegal means because USA is the only country that does not have a repatriation treaty with China and will not send them back to China.

And once they are in USA, they will seek asylum, which allows them to stay in USA for years while their cases are being processed.

They say that they have lost all hopes in China because either their businesses have failed in the COVID lockdowns, or they are discriminated against for their beliefs, such as Christianity.

Some have embezzled money or have taken big loans in China, and are bringing the stolen money to America to start a new life, safe from the long arms of the Chinese police.
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4. Through South America

[image: ]


They are joining the hordes of South American illegal migrants taking the tortuous route to cross into USA from the Mexican border.

Some paid people smugglers to take them through the jungle of the terribly inhospitable Darien Gap, a roadless, 60-mile stretch of rainforest straddling the Colombia-Panama border. It is called Darien Gap because it is where the Pan-American Highway that runs from South America to North America has a many miles long gap here.

The Chinese code name for this illegal migration route is "zhou xian", literally "walk the highwire."
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5. "Runology"
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During the COVID-19 lockdown of Shanghai in 2021, a new term "Run Xue", or literally "Runology" was also coined on popular Chinese social media by those most opposed to the lockdown policy.

They used this intentionally derogatory term to encourage running away from lockdowns.

"Run Xue" is a combination of the two Chinese words "Run" (pronounced in Chinese as roon) and "Xue" which when put together could mean either the study of prosperity or the study of run.

Amazingly, many Chinese social media gave detailed accounts of the experience of those who had made it to America through the Darien Gap route. Such popular postings include details of preparation, costs, difficulties to be expected, connecting journeys, and how to contact the people smugglers en route.

As more people sought ways to escape the lockdown and the associated loss of jobs in China, the Darien Gap route became well-known, well-publicized, even romanticize and glamourized, and became especially appealing to disgruntled young people ready to make a drastic move.
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6. Historical Waves Of Chinese Migration
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So, they are the new Chinese migrants and adventurers of the new era.

They do not fit the profile of bygone Chinese migrants who left China to escape poverty and oppression in the past few centuries, such as those during the Manchu conquest of China in the 17th century, and those fleeing the Japanese and other foreign invasions of China in the 19th century, and the Chinese civil war and WW2 in the 20th century.

Even well before all these tragic waves of migration from China, Chinese migrants had been known to travel to Indochina, India, Central Asia, Russia, Japan, and Korea over thousands of years.

Over time, all this has built a vast Chinese diaspora around the world, especially in Southeast Asia, Europe, UK, South America, Central America, Canada and USA.

Chinatowns are now ubiquitous and popular in many major cities around the world.

And many Chinese migrants have distinguished themselves in many areas and arenas in many countries.

Notably, in USA, two Chinese Americans have won the Nobel prize for physics, and many others have excelled in academia and national and industrial research labs. There are also many other successful ethnic Chinese startups and entrepreneurs.
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7. Human Migration
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Indeed, migration is a constant human pursuit throughout human history.

What actually prompted mass migrations in the past had complex reasons including human restlessness, adventurism, curiosity for distant lands and cultures, climate change, human conflicts, trade, study, yearnings for better life, and abject poverty and insufferable hardship.

People still migrate in the modern age for various reasons, some compelling, others more mundane.

And the phenomenon of people migrating for work and for preferred lifestyles has dominated the current period of international migration through legal channels.

These are people who take advantage of the modern means of easy travel and the special job opportunities elsewhere in the world to migrate, motivated by personal economic and lifestyle decisions.

And they need not take extraordinary risks or illegal means to migrate, especially if they have valuable professional and useful skills in various trades.

Indeed, the study of how and why various migrants in various periods of time make the important and fateful decisions to migrate is an important part of the study of human history and psychology.
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8. Illegal Migrants
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Illegal migrants are of course a different kettle of fish.

They are a completely different groups of people.

Many of them come from poorer or conflict-ridden countries in Asia, Africa, Middle East, and South and Central America.

As a result, there are now many refugee camps with terrible living conditions around the world.

The final destinations of many of these migrants are often the more wealthy and developed countries in the West, especially Europe and North America.

Unfortunately, many have died in the perilous sea and land journeys as they crossed international borders as illegal migrants.

This is the great tragedy of modern-day human migration.

And the root cause was the great gap in wealth and development between the different countries around the world, especially between East and West, and North and South.

Until the great wealth gap is closed, such tragedies will continue.

It is incumbent on humanity to find lasting solutions to this tragedy.

It is incumbent on the developed countries to help in solving this terrible problem.

Unfortunately, the present obsession of nations to only look after their own national interests and dominate other countries prevents them from cooperating internationally to solve this most human of global problems.

Clearly, they can do better.
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9. Darien Gap Chinese Illegal Migrants
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The reasons for Illegal migrants from poverty-stricken and conflict-riddled countries are well known.

But why the recent relatively small but remarkable wave of illegal migrants from China to USA through the Darien Gap?

They are truly the incredible Darien Gap warriors.

Who exactly are they?

And why are they doing it?
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