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	INTRODUCTION

	 

	 

	My writing career can be traced back to primary school, year 7 to be exact, when I wrote and published my first book. After that I wrote and published a second and third for school and then for some reason, fancied myself as a song writer. I wrote lyrics, more on that in a moment, and wrote “songs” because I wanted to be a singer. But after seven years I stopped and that was replaced ten years later by longer “songs” called novels. That’s when books and short stories came. Then came the idea to write out and print up these lyrics of mine into books…

	It took me three weeks to write out 639 sets of song lyrics and I was definite that I had 700…maybe I need to add to that 639…I even wrote songs about child abuse, heavy lyrics by my standard back in 1994 when I was 20, and probably still very relevant today. There are also a few things I realise now, at the ripe old age of 43 (at the time of printing), that I would not have realised back then.

	1 - Most of the songs had the same lyrics, so I seemed to plagiarise myself a lot.

	2 - The lyrics were incredibly young-sounding at the beginning.

	3 - I wrote the way so many teens did back then.

	4 - I was way ahead of my years and the time because of the topics I wrote about, and surprisingly, they are still very and incredibly relevant, if not more dominant, now.

	My lyrics were young because I started writing them when I was 15 in 1989. It was year ten in high school, I played the drums and piano, wore a funky blue knitted jumper with a stave on it with the first line of Funky Town and thought I was hot. I also wanted to be a singer...

	I wanted to be Australia’s version of Debbie Gibson and I’m listening to her first album, Out of the Blue, as I write this (I love ’80s music more than anything). I loved everything about her. Her funky clothes to the Swatch watches she wore. And when she moved into her new mansion, I wanted it and everything else. That’s why she inspired me with her lyrics and melodies. She did it all. It also didn’t hurt that the only time she ever toured Australia was with my favourite Aussie band, Indecent Obsession. I also wrote many a song about them. She even had a thing with the lead singer. Oooooohhhhhh.

	Debbie Gibson was huge, along with Tiffany, Kylie and Dannii Minogue, Indecent Obsession, Yazz, Kim Wilde, and an abundance of others in 1989. There was ’80s bubble-gum/pop blasting from every radio and TV. Even Jem and the Holograms got a go (gotta love the ’80s). Debbie was the inspiration for my lyrics, so the early ones are very similar in a young teenage style of the ’80s. They aged as I did, but I stopped writing after 7 years as I’d moved on, but did write one song in 2002. But Debbie is very much in there, in inspiration for song titles, or lines or phrases, as are so many other artists who gave me the idea for a funky tune or romantic ballad.

	When going back over the decades of music, lyrics were incredibly simple, be it ’50s, ’60s, ’70s or ’80s. Come the ’90s it changed. Grunge came in and lyrics became down right weird, and you’d read them and go ‘what were they on when they wrote this?’ These days it’s different again. Between Kelly Clarkson, P!nk, Lady Gaga, Taylor Swift, and so many other females and males, not to mention bands, lyrics have become harder, edgier, and downright far too sexy for the teens singing them. I occasionally wonder how they come up with such adult stuff.

	Back in the day, lyrics were young and innocent, now, they’re far too sexual. I definitely don’t know if I could write any now, the lyrics would be older, more mature, but writing books gives me a longer platform to get the story across. Not sure I could do it in four verses, a chorus, and a bridge anymore. But you never know. Writing them all up gave me inspiration…And you know I can’t not write something…with everything else I already write and the books yet to be written…something is going to come out at some stage.

	I wrote from 1989 to 2002 then that was it. Four years later I wrote my first novel, and I think my lyrics made way for that. I even wrote song trilogies which have stood me in good stead for writing the book trilogy I wrote in 2016. Lyrics were clearly my training for bigger and longer stories, which songs are. They are stories of love, pain, hurt, heartache etc. Just listen to country songs. The dog dies, the wife leaves and the ute breaks down. Songs are full of it and many times lyrics are simple.

	Remember all those really poppy songs from the ’80s? Try Stock, Aitken and Waterman songs, Kylie Minogue, Jason Donovan, Bananarama, Sonia, any UK ’80s pop act had one of their songs and they were all done to formula. Two verses, chorus, two verses, chorus, bridge, chorus to end. The music was what sucked you in, it was up tempo, poppy and danceable. But analyse the lyrics and they were the most teenager-ish ridiculous things around. Yet they meant so much at the time when we were young, but reading back over them as adults they are just silly and childish. Remember B*Witched’s Rollercoaster and Kylie’s I Should Be So Lucky? Enough said!

	But that’s what makes a pop song, and that’s what I wrote. Young pop lyrics from a 15-22 year old that didn’t know any better and wasn’t experienced at anything we call life. Like now.

	Did my lyrics get older and more mature? Sort of. You can see the progression into ’94-’96. Around this time Alanis Morissette came out and I desperately wished I could write a song like her. I didn’t have her angst, but I tried. I’m not sure I succeeded. There are a few good sets of lyrics in the last years and some of my song titles were freakin’ awesome, like Brunettes Look Best in Red, Ginger Elle, Cool Fred and Firenze. A line from someone else’s song, or an Impulse body spray name (big body spray label over here that’s been around forever) was all for the taking.

	I did songs about politics, the world, generation x (the Spice Girls ripped me off a few years later with that one, lol). No topic was not written about…that I remember.

	But for me, life took a turn and here we are, nearly 30 years later, and I still don’t sing or write song lyrics. Instead, I write books and short stories under three names and maybe these songs, these lyrics, were the beginning of my ability to come up with unusual titles and strange stories (although I’m sure all of my English teachers at school could attest to the fact I did that even earlier), and writing a trilogy of songs as I do a trilogy of books.

	Thank you to all the muses, guides, helpers, inspirational musicians and singers that gave me the lines, the titles, the ideas for these songs. I honour you and dedicate these books to all of you.

	This book, and the five following, is a culmination of my love of music.

	I’ve written a line or two about the artist or song that inspired me with the lyrics and why, on many of the songs, most of which are pop songs unless otherwise stated, and let’s hope I won’t get sued for using someone as inspiration (so many lawsuits going on these days). But jokes aside, I was young and a teenager and these songs are what I came up with. And now I’m publishing them just for the fun of it, and to have more books under my name on my author page, and on my bookshelf.

	Whether or not you enjoy them is up to you, but remember, if you plagiarise me, you’re being sued...and no, I’m not joking…

	 


 

	1989

	 

	 

	Let’s start with the song lyrics I wrote in 1989. I was 15 years old, living in Adelaide, South Australia, and I wrote 18 songs. I started writing late in the year, I was playing the drums in my music class end of year musical, so not only had I developed a love of music through the year, I was also majorly crushing on Debbie Gibson and wanted to be her.

	 


BE TRUE TO ME   ballad

	 

	 

	This song was originally called Fairy Tales. I can’t remember why I changed it and rewrote it all those years ago, but I did. Maybe to make it lyrically better, but then to me, it must have been bad for one of my first. I have a feeling it may have been influenced by an Indecent Obsession song, Never Really Loved You, but I didn’t write it down anywhere so can only go by the vague familiarity of the lyrics.

	 

	V1

	You told me that you loved me,

	But that seemed like so long ago,

	You locked all your love away,

	And I still wait for it to show.

	 

	V2

	You keep telling me lies,

	And I keep believing you,

	Though I should know better,

	I always stick by you.

	 

	CHORUS

	Why can’t you Be True To Me?

	I love you so why can’t you see?

	Please Be True To Me,

	You hold the key,

	Oh, boy can’t you see…

	Please Be True To Me.

	 

	V3

	I never get to see you no more,

	But you say you want me,

	How come we’re never together?

	You say you wanna be with me.

	 

	V4

	You keep telling me lies,

	And I keep believing you,

	Though I don’t have to listen,

	I’ll always be there for you.

	 

	CHORUS

	 

	BRIDGE

	You had told me you loved me,

	You had told me you cared,

	Though I should’ve known better,

	I
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