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ALI HASSAN SALEMEH

Ali Hassan Salameh  , also known as the Red Prince was born in Iraq in 1941. His father Hassan Salameh  was a Senior Palestinian  leader  who fought against the Israelis from 1936 to 1948. He was forced to leave Palestine to Iraq in 1941 , where his son Ali was born .  In 1945,Hassan Salameh moved Back to Lebanon and died in the battle of  “Rass Elein” in 1948.

Ali’s family moved to Egypt in 1952. In 1966, Ali had his first son , and the event coincided the memory of his father’s death . Ali continued his education in Cairo before relocating to Kuwait in 1964  , where he joined the fatah  Movement  through “Khalad  Hassan” In 1968. 

Salameh was selected along with nine others for a security tournament in Cairo .  Upon his return , he worked as a representative for the central monitoring delegation of Fatah  Movement. After the battle of “ Aylol”, he became the assistant  of “ Yasser Arafat” in conducting mediation between  Palestinian Militants and the country of   Jordan in 1970.  The Red Prince settled in Beirut and was in charge of a special unit which carried out special operations against the Israeli intelligence service. . He was also in charge of sending explosive packages from Amsterdam to Israeli officers in various European capitals in response to Mossad ‘s targeting Palestinian leaders using  the same method . Among the most important victims was “Amir  Shishori” , a top Mossad officer,  based in London. 
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Salameh with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat

Ali Hassan accompanied “Yasser Arafat” in most of his historical visits to the United Nations in 1974 and during The American Palestinian negotiations which were hosted in  the “Waldrof Astoria Hotel” in  New York . The negotiations resulted into the coordinated security pact between the Americans and P.L.O. 

Salameh  was the founder of the Black September armed group which captured eleven Israeli athletes at the Munich Olympics in the summer of 1972. The operation’s purpose was protesting against the exclusion of Palestine from the Olympics, meanwhile drawing international attention to the Palestinian Cause.    

The Black September organization was formed as a consequence of the Black September Conflict which broke out on September 16th 1970 between the Palestinian Liberation Organization P.L.O  and the Jordanian Army. The organization started as an off-shot of the Fatah movement led by Yasser Arafat, and its purpose was carrying out major operations against Israel as well as taking revenge on the Jordanian government, especially King Hussein.

The newly created armed group assassinated Jordanian Prime Minister “Wasfi Tal” in Egypt while he was attending an Arab league summit in Cairo in November, 28th 1971. 

The organization wanted to carry out a high-profile operation to draw international attention to the Palestinian cause and to protest against the exclusion of The Palestinian team from the 1972 Olympics , and hence  the idea of the Munich Attacks was born.

In the summer of 1972, Mohamed Abu Daoud convened with  Abu Ayad  and Fakheri Elomari  in The Bulgarian  capital,  Sofia . They discussed matters related to the forthcoming operation and the persons involved in it as well as elaborate plans for smuggling weapons from Bulgaria to Germany . Eight gunmen from The Black September Organization would secretly enter the Olympic village posing as athletes . They would wear sweat suits and climb over the outer  fence. The attackers  would break into the Israeli delegation’s wing  , capture  as many members of the Israeli team as possible   , and demand the release of 236 Palestinian  prisoners  , in addition to a  member  of  the Japanese Red  Army  and two German prisoners.

Just before the beginning  the Olympic Games,  Abu Daoud  along with  other  Black September members  carried out  a reconnaissance  tour inside  the Olympic Village  pretending  to be Latin  American tourists , they  managed to gather information about every possible detail about the Israeli team’s residence.  

On September 05th 1972, Abu Daoud briefed the eight members of the hit squad at the Munich railway station over a dinner before accompanying  them by taxi to the Olympic village.

It was 02:30 in the morning when the team arrived to the location.  As they were approaching the village, some members from the American team showed up. They were apparently coming from a very late party, and were seemingly intoxicated.  The Palestinians managed to mix themselves into the Americans when they started to scale the fence. The Americans even helped them in carrying the suitcases which contained the weapons over the fence as they all helped each other to jump over into the Olympic village. 

At eight o’clock, it was announced that eight gunmen were able to sneak into the Israeli wing and captured thirteen athletes. Two of the Israeli athletes were killed upon showing strong resistance.  The German police soon surrounded the village and snipers spread on the roofs of the nearby buildings.

Negotiations began and the German authorities proposed exchanging the hostages for some top German officials. However, the proposal was rejected by the attackers who ordered a plane to fly them to Cairo along with the eleven hostages instead.  The German authorities sent two helicopters to fly the gunmen and the hostages to “furstenfeldbruck “military airport. 

In the airport, there was a 727 Boeing airplane seemingly waiting for the kidnappers and the hostages to fly them to their requested destination while twelve German snipers occupied their locations in the airport as a part of a rescue plan set by the Germans in coordination with the Israelis.  When the helicopters arrived, two kidnappers came down to check the airplane. As they were coming back, they were shot at by the German snipers. A crossfire that lasted for more than three hours ensued as a result. It was late at night when an armored vehicle of the German military intervened, and this led to a kidnapper throwing a grenade inside one helicopter and thus killing the hostages inside. 

The rescue operation went disastrously wrong, and all the hostages were killed in addition to five attackers, one German police officer, and one helicopter pilot.  However, three attackers survived and were released by the German authorities later on. 
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An Iconic picture of the Munich Attacks.

In response to the operation, the Israeli government aimed for the assassination of every person related to the Black September Organization, and hence the inception of the operation Wrath of God which targeted the masterminds of the Munich Attacks  

Salameh’s name was associated with The Munich Operation and thus his assassination became a top priority to The Israeli Intelligence. The Red Prince was very cautious and had a high sense of security; he was able to survive many attempts to monitor and target him. The Israelis had no photograph or image of any kind to help them identify and thus track the Red Prince. However, from testimonies made by journalists and researchers, he was described as being handsome and decisive. He mastered many languages and practiced swimming, karate and horsemanship. 

Ali Hassan Salameh was the leader of Black September Organization and force 17 which protected supreme Palestinian leaders like Yasser Arafat. He was a tall, fashionable playboy . He spoke many languages and held a fourth –degree black belt in Karate.  Salameh’s pursuit had already  started in 1971. As he had a constant address, his tracking was made easier.  However, things changed when he started to change his address frequently upon receiving a warning from the Lebanese intelligence.  

The operation was to be carried out by members of the Mossad supported by Special Forces from The IDF. Ali Hassan Salameh  being the leader of Black September emerged as the primary target for the Israelis.

However, the hit squad’s first target was a top operative in Europe known as “Wael Zwaiter”. “ Zwaiter” was a translator working for the Libyan embassy in Rome. He was believed to be the leader of Black September in Italy .  A surveillance team would be sent from Tel Avive and gather information on the target. Based on the available information, the assassination method was decided.  Zwaiter  always came home late in the evening. The hit squad arrived later from Israel . The team used silencers and hollow bullets designed to explode inside the body to cause maximum damage. Zwaiter came home late that evening as usual feeling secure and peaceful. The hit team acted quickly and shot him dead near the building’s elevator. The assassins left quietly in their getaway car leaving no smoking gun behind for the Italian authorities.

The next target was in Paris ,  Mahmoud Hamshari  a spokesman  for  the  P.L.O  in  France. Hamshari lived with his wife and one son  in an apartment in Southern  Paris. A team of twenty four members  was made up to carry out the assassination while avoiding killing any innocent victims.  A Mossad agent posed as an Italian journalist requested an interview with Hamshari in a nearby café. Meanwhile,  a special unit slipped into his  apartment and a made  thorough investigation  of the house  ; they  took photos and  samples , in addition to  a tiny sliver of Hamshari ‘s telephone table and they sent everything to Tel Aviv .  An identical table was carefully constructed with only one difference; it was rigged with TNT explosives.  The fake table was smuggled back to France and secretly swapped for Hamshari’s telephone table.

On December 8th, Hamshari was alone at home. At 9:25 am in the morning, he received a phone call from the fake Italian Journalist. As soon as he picked up the phone, the table exploded leaving him in a pool of blood, again leaving no smoking gun behind.

In the spring of 1973, the whereabouts of three high -level P.L.O  leaders became known to the Israeli intelligence Service.  The three targets were Abu Youssef , Kamal Adwan , and Kamal Naser. They all lived in downtown Beirut. Targeting these top leaders in Beirut was by no means easy. The bustling city was the stronghold of P.L.O  and Black September organizations , and the leaders were protected by trained body guards around the clock. Mossad had to ask for the assistance of the Israeli Special Forces. Beirut was flooded with spies disguised as beggars and ordinary people, and this made the leaders even more alert and vigilant.

On the night of April 9th ,  Israeli navy  ships sailed from  Haifa to the Coast of Beirut carrying commandos from t the  ”Sayeret  Matkal” elite unit along  with especially designed  Zodiac  speed boats  . When they reached the shores of Beirut , the speed boats were used to row for a few hundred meters while keeping the motors off to avoid detection . The soldiers  on-board soon got off onshore and
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