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PREFACE

No other German tank is the subject of so many publications as the Panzerkampfwagen VI “Tiger” (hereinafter used without the quotation marks). Due to its undisputed battlefield superiority, which was based on its armor protection and unparalleled lethality for the time, it has exerted an almost mystical fascination, particularly among its former enemies.

As an author of predominantly technical articles in military periodicals, I could not help working on this extremely interesting historical development of a weapon system. I quite frankly admit that I also was fascinated by the Tiger. Moreover, as an active-duty armor officer, I have been interested in its combat history. As no other tank before it, it was a classical weapon for concentration at the point of main effort—or, at least, it might have become so.

It could not, of course, alter the general situation for Germany in a war already lost. Once my interest was aroused, I read the continually increasing number of books on the Tiger and came to the conclusion that its technical development was rather sufficiently documented (e.g. by Walter Spielberger). The battle history, however, was not.

The classic account by Otto Carius, Tigers in the Mud, was the only book available on the market for a long time. It was followed by Egon Kleine and his book Tiger: History of a Legendary Weapon (revised by Volkmar Kühn), which made an ambitious and encouraging start in an effort to cast light into the darkness. Kleine’s original intention was to chronicle the events of his battalion, schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502, but the presentation widened into an almost comprehensive history of almost all the Tiger formations.

The numerous gaps in his narrative (which also bothered him) spurred my interest in further investigation. This information, however, could not be provided by the resources contained in fragmentary form in archives, but only by the veteran tankers themselves. Most of them have been connected by a considerable spirit of comradeship, which was developed during the hard years of the war. These Tiger comrades spontaneously and very cooperatively accepted me as their tank comrade of the present generation. For about ten years I have experienced a pleasant readiness to help in an enormous effort, which is a reward for my work in itself.

In many hours of interesting interviews and while reading many personal battle reports, I learned much about the efficiency and the specific spirit of these elite formations, which were always engaged in critical battle situations and mostly on their own. A flood of hitherto unknown facts and many encouragements made my plan mature to publish this book. The considerable amount of material—in particular, the many privately owned photographs—caused a problem: How would it be possible to do justice to all the Tiger formations and units without exceeding the limited framework of a book?

Additionally, there was this problem: There is a widespread prejudice in Germany against analyses of its most recent military history. This fact makes eligible German publishers shrink back from attempting a publication that corresponds with my concepts. I had to learn that the interest in this regard is greater outside Germany by far. So I am all the more obliged to John Fedorowicz for accepting this project and explicitly encouraging me to present information as broadly as possible. Due to his readiness to take risks as a publisher, the history of Tigers in Combat is to be issued in two volumes. Both will make use of the numerous photos never published before, and the chapter dealing with their coloring and markings, which is especially important for modelers, is accompanied by color illustrations.

For this project, we received the support of Jean Restayn, who is well known for the outstanding quality of his art prints. He is, moreover, interested in the subject and has a convincing love of details. With regard to the chapters on the Funklenk (radio-controlled) formations, I received great support from Markus Jaugitz, who will soon publish a comparative work about this rather unknown topic.

In volume 1, the battle history of the numbered Tiger formations of the Wehrmacht is documented (to include schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503, which was redesignated as schwere Panzer-Abteilung “Feldherrnhalle”). In volume 2, I intend to illustrate the history of the “named” units and formations of the Wehrmacht (such as Großdeutschland, Meyer, Hummel, Fehrmann, Putlos, etc.), the formations with individually attached Tigers (such as Hermann Göring or Kurmark) and, of course, the heavy companies and battalions of the Waffen-SS.

With regard to this arrangement, which I hope will meet with approval, it will be possible to make use of the greatest number of the more than 5,000 photos available. These mostly privately-owned snapshots are of very varied quality, but they often convey a more authentic story than the professional and highly polished pictures of propaganda company reporters, which are presented again and again as “new” in the numerous books on the Tiger.

He who is sufficiently familiar with the matter, will recognize that I, too, did not succeed in discovering and describing all the days of the battle engagement of all the formations and separate companies. Too often, these valuable vehicles were scattered among numerous formations. It is also enormously difficult to get photos of the last months of the war. This can be traced largely back to the disgraceful practice of the victors of systematically pillaging their German POWs.

Finally, I have to say that it is not possible to thank all those who supported me in pursuing this project on these pages. Too great is the number, especially the many hundreds of veterans who contributed their share. I must not also forget the competent and always helpful ladies and gentlemen in the state and private archives.

As a conclusion, some editorial annotations. On behalf of authenticity, the German military terms (ranks, formations) as well as mentioned names of places were not translated into English. German names of places as formerly used in Eastern Europe are given with their present names in brackets. The captions indicate the origin of the photos.

Last but not least, I would like to thank my family for their understanding and love during the last years.

Wolfgang Schneider
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EDITORS’ NOTES

Modern American Army terminology is generally used wherever an equivalent term is applicable. In cases where there may be nuances where we think the reader might enjoy learning the German term, we have included it with an explanation

In cases where the German term is commonly understood or there is no good, direct English equivalent, we have tended to retain the original German term, e.g., Schwerpunkt (point of main effort), Auftragstaktik (mission-type orders), etc.

In an attempt to highlight the specific German terminology, we have italicized German-language terms and expressions. Since most of the terms are repeated several times, we have not included a glossary. There is a rank-comparison table at the back of the book listing German Army, Waffen-SS and US Army equivalents.

Unit designations follow standard German practice, i.e., an Arabic numeral before the slash (e.g., 1./schwere SS-Panzer-Abteilung 501) indicates a company or battery formation. A Roman numeral indicates the battalion within the regiment. Since this book deals primarily with battalion formations, the reader will encounter company designations most frequently.

J. J. Fedorowicz

J. J. Fedorowicz Publishing has a well earned reputation for publishing exceptionally high-quality books on German World War II subjects, and Tigers in Combat: Volume I is a prime example. I’ve been a huge fan of their books for years, and so I jumped at the chance to introduce this book to a whole new audience of readers in an attractive and very affordable edition. Those familiar with the original will note that some changes have been made due to the exigencies of publishing in a new format, but always with a mind to maintaining the same high standards to create a comprehensive photographic survey and detailed historical record of the Tiger tank in combat.

Chris Evans 
History Editor 
Stackpole Books


Tigers in Detail

GENERAL REMARKS

This chapter covers provides an overview of aspects of the Tiger formations that are significant, with the exception of their combat war diaries. The first section on “Equipment” describes the exact sub-version of the tank that was delivered over time to the battalion. It also mentions special features that were only seen within that formation.

In the section on “Organization” the so-called KStN (Kriegsstärkenachweis)—the Table of Strength and Organization—is explained. Over the years of Tiger employment, this changed several times. At the beginning, the battalions had some freedom in deciding on their organization. At the end of the war, the heavy tank battalions were decreased to two tank companies, with a total of only 31 tanks.

The third section on “Camouflage and Marking” documents the color schemes of the battalions, the application of markings and the individual battalion insignia. It must be pointed out that there was definitely no unique standard for the painting of camouflage. Regulations were not issued before the end of 1942 concerning the numbering system (where to put the three-digit numerals and the Balkenkreuz and what color to apply them in). Despite this, most battalions retained individual markings and coloring practices right up to the end of the war.

TABLE OF STRENGTH AND ORGANIZATION

In the beginning, the heavy tank battalions were organized with only two tank companies each due to the lack of Tiger tanks. A Stabskompanie (Headquarters Company) and Werkstattkompanie (Maintenance Company) completed its strength. The Headquarters Company consisted of the following sub-elements: staff section, communications section, reconnaissance platoon, engineer platoon, antiaircraft platoon, ambulance section and supply elements.

When the battalions shifted to the three-tank-company organization, the maintenance and the supply organization was reformed and a separate Versorgungskompanie (Supply Company) was created. The Werkstattkompanie was enlarged and had three maintenance platoons (1st and 2nd Platoons for tracked vehicles and 3rd Platoon for wheeled vehicles) and a Bergezug (Recovery Platoon). Each tank company had a headquarters section, an ambulance section, a maintenance section and trains elements. Beside the 14 tanks, the tank company had 22 wheeled vehicles. Its total strength was 113 men. The battalion had an overall strength of 1,093, including 28 officers, 274 noncommissioned officers, 694 enlisted men, 7 civilians (maintenance personnel) and 90 Hiwis (short for Hilfswillige, ex-Soviet soldiers who volunteered for German service).

At the end of the war, the battalion was decreased in strength. The personnel strength of the tank company went down to 88 (4 officers, 46 noncommissioned officers and 38 enlisted men) due to the fact that the company trains were shifted to the supply company, which had a personnel strength of 5 officers, 55 noncommissioned officers and 188 enlisted men. The strength of the Stabskompanie was 9 officers, 37 noncommissioned officers and 130 enlisted personnel for an end strength of 176 personnel. The Werkstattkompanie had 3 officers, 37 noncommissioned officers and 167 enlisted personnel for a total end strength of 207). The total battalion strength was 897, including 7 civilians.

The battalion had the following vehicle complement (besides the tanks):

[image: img]

SCHWERE PANZER-ABTEILUNG 501 (424)

Equipment

The first 20 Tiger I tanks issued to the battalion in autumn of 1942 were from the 45 early-produced ones that had a machine pistol port at the right rear of the turret. Since the tanks were delivered without track mudguards, they were fitted with them by the unit before transport started to Italy. These field-expedient mudguards, made of curved metal sheets, were significantly smaller than the later ones applied at the factory. The homemade turret rear stowage box was much larger than the later serial version. Another distinctive feature was the unique attachment of the two headlights on extra metal hinges half-way down the front hull to prevent them from being sheared off by the traversing gun tube. In contrast to the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501, the 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501 had track links welded on the hull front. Some tanks also had them on the front bow.

Three tanks later transported to Tunisia for resupply did not retain the submachine-gun flap on the right turret side. Due to the slow Tiger production, the first Tiger units were also equipped with Panzerkampfwagen IIIs. Schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501 received 8 Panzer IIIs (Model J) and 8 Panzer IIIs (Model N). The 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501, with 14 tanks delivered in June 1943, was transferred to Panzer-Regiment “Grofldeutschland.” They featured a loader’s vision block and the HL230P45 engine.

After reconstitution, the battalion received 45 new Tiger I tanks in October and November 1943. These tanks were already issued with the new type cupola and featured only one single front light in the middle of the hull front. Track links were attached on both turret sides. Most of the tanks later had Zimmerit anti-magnetic paste.

The last 6 Tiger I tanks supplied in June 1944 were of the late version, with steel-rim roadwheels, increased turret roof armor and monocular gunner’s sight.

After being totally destroyed in the summer of 1944, the battalion was reconstituted with 45 Tiger IIs. It was the first Tiger battalion at full strength with that version of the tank. The tanks featured the production type turret and had Zimmerit.

Organization

In 1942, it was planned to form the battalions with two tank companies with four platoons each (consisting of 2 Tigers and 2 Panzer IIIs each) with one Tiger for each company commander and two for the battalion command section. But since 8 Tigers of the 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501 made a detour through southern France, and the majority of the battalion was shipped to Tunisia, a rapid change was made. The 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501 consisted of four tank platoons of 2 Tigers and 2 Panzer IIIs each and two Tigers for the company headquarters section. The Tigers had turret numbers 100, 200, 111, 112, 121, 122, 131, 132, 141 and 142 and the Panzer IIIs 113, 114, 123, 124, 133, 134, 143 and 144. The two remaining Tigers, 01 and 02, formed the battalion headquarters section. The other 8 Panzer IIIs (Model N) were all concentrated in the light platoon and numbered from 03 to 10. The 8 Tigers of the 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501 had the numbers 211, 212, 221, 222, 231, 232, 241 and 243 and were organized in France into the 1st and 2nd Platoons with 4 Tigers each.

In late January 1943, when two Tigers were lost in action (121 and 142), the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501 reorganized into three platoons of five tanks each, the fifth being a Panzer III (115 etc.). When the two tank companies were incorporated into Panzer-Regiment 7 in February as the III./Panzer-Regiment 7, the organization changed again. The 7./Panzer-Regiment 7 still had three platoons of five tanks each, the 1st and 2nd Platoons had three Tigers and the 3rd Platoon had five Tigers. The rest of the positions were filled with Panzer IIIs. This resulted in a numbering system of 711, 712, 714, 721, 722, 724, 731 and 732 for the Tigers, and 713, 715, 723, 725, 733, 734 and 735 for the Panzer IIIs.

The 8./Panzer-Regiment 7 also had three platoons, but in a different configuration. The Tigers had the numbers 811, 812, 813, 821, 822, 823, 831 and 833; the others being either Panzer IIIs or Panzer IVs. Fifteen of the latter types had been handed over prior to Operation “Ochsenkopf” (Ox Head) at the end of February 1943.

After the catastrophic result of the fighting at Beja—7 Tigers, 4 Panzer IVs and 8 Panzer IIIs lost, mostly from the 8./Panzer-Regiment 7—all tanks merged into one company. It consisted of three platoons of five tanks each, having the identical numbering system of the 7./Panzer-Regiment 7 as detailed above (712 being the former 812). The remaining 11 Tigers and the rest of the Panzer IIIs and Panzer IVs were cross-attached to schwere Panzer-Abteilung 504 on 17 March 1943. Some confusion was caused by the fact that schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501 / III./Panzer-Regiment 7 was still reporting its strength separately even after that date, and schwere Panzer-Abteilung 504 included the former schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501 vehicles in its strength reports.

After its reconstitution in autumn 1943, the battalion had the regular table of organization and numbering system. This was basically the same when the battalion later received Tiger IIs. The battalion headquarters tanks were numbered 001, 002 and 003. After the first dramatic losses of Tiger II tanks in August and September 1944, about 20 Tiger I tanks from schwere Panzer-Abteilung 509 were integrated, bringing the battalion up to a total strength of 53 tanks. This resulted in a mixture of Tiger I and Tiger II tanks even within the platoons. The surplus tanks beefed up the headquarters sections of the companies (102, 202, 302 etc.).

Camouflage and Markings

All vehicles of the battalion were painted in sand-olive prior to transport to Africa. The Tigers of the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501 had a Balkenkreuz painted in the middle of the hull side that was thicker than that of the 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501. The battalion marked its Tigers with very large numerals on the turret sides covering almost the whole height of the turret. The numerals were only white outlines. The Panzer IIIs also had the sand-olive camouflage.

The battalion insignia was painted on the front hull plate either just above the driver’s vision block or to the left of it. In order to make the tank camouflage more suitable to the vegetation in north Tunisia, some tanks were repainted with olive drab paint captured from the US Army. This color was darker than the original sand-olive color. The turret number was not repainted, and to some recognition “experts” it looked yellow with white outline. After renumbering the tanks when the two companies were consolidated with Panzer-Regiment 7, the numerals retained the size but were then painted in red with a white outline. Most of the Tigers of the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501 had a rhomboid outlined in red with a small Latin “s” inside on the right part of the front plate. It stood for schwere (heavy) company. The battalion insignia—a stalking Tiger—was applied in yellow and black on the left front hull side above the driver’s vision block.

After reconstitution, the new tanks had the standard yellow-olive color and the Balkenkreuz (still thick) in the middle of the hull side. The turret numbers were painted on the forward half of the turret side as rusty red outlines. It was characteristic of this battalion to draw the numeral “3” with a cornered top (not the usual way with round upper and lower curve). After painting the tanks with a whitewash camouflage in winter, the turret numbers were later renewed in a black outline. In the inner part of the number the yellow-olive base paint was still visible.

The Tiger II tanks that were issued to the battalion later also featured the standard yellow-olive first base coat with added olive-green twisted lines and brown spots. The Balkenkreuz was right in the middle of the turret side. The turret numbers were half the height of the turret and were painted right beneath the cross in red. They were outlined I white.

SCHWERE PANZER-ABTEILUNG 502 (511)

Equipment

Schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 was the first battalion to receive the new Tiger I tank in August 1942. Due to the slow Tiger production, however, only the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 could be equipped initially. The battalion also received 9 Panzer IIIs (Model N) and 9 Panzer IIIs (Model L). The first tanks were delivered without track mudguards and saw their first engagements in this state.

Not until December 1942 was the 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 equipped with Tigers. It also received 9 Panzer IIIs (Model N).

In 1943 and 1944, this battalion received replacement Tigers several times. It was one of the few battalions that did not need complete reconstitution and employed the Tiger I until the end of April 1945.

Later, on the Eastern Front, the tanks had track links on the front bow. In the beginning, however, there were no track links on the turret sides. This started to change in the spring of 1944. The newly established 2. and 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 in France received tanks still equipped with the Feifel filter system. These tanks had track links on the turret sides; most tanks had two on each side, but some tanks more. The vehicles still lacked Zimmerit, which was applied later in Russia. Not until the summer of 1944 did the tanks start carrying track links on the front bow. The tanks delivered in early 1944 had the distinctive cutout hull side extension that allowed free movement for the shackles.

During its long service, the battalion had almost every version of the Tiger I in its inventory. At the end of 1944, several final-version Tiger Is—equipped with steel-rimmed roadwheels—were delivered after factory maintenance. In February 1945, the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 was reequipped with 10 Hetzer tank destroyers.

Only 8 Tiger II tanks were received by the battalion. They went to the 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 in March of 1945, where they were issued directly at the Henschel plant in Kassel.

Organization

In 1942, the battalion was organized with two companies. The 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 had two tank platoons consisting of 2 Tigers and 3 Panzer IIIs (Model L); the 3 Panzer IIIs of the 3rd Platoon were already present. The company headquarters section consisted of 2 Tigers and 1 Panzer III (Model N). The rest of the Panzer IIIs (Model N) formed a light platoon. There was no battalion headquarters tank. The numbering system was 111, 112, 121 and 122 for the Tigers and 113, 114, 115, 123, 124, 125, 133, 134 and 135 for the Panzer IIIs (Model L). The company headquarters tanks had 100 and 101 for the Tigers and 102 for the Panzer III. When 3 more Tigers arrived in September and October 1942, the 3rd Platoon was completed (131 and 132) and the third Tiger became 102 in the headquarters section.

The 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 had a different organization. It had four tank platoons, two of 4 Tigers and two of 4 Panzer IIIs each, and 1 of each type in the company headquarters. The numbering system was 211, 212, 213, 214, 221, 222, 223 and 224 for the Tigers, 215, 216, 217, 218, 225, 226, 227 and 228 for the Panzer IIIs and 200 and 201 for the headquarters tanks.

In February 1943, the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 had only 5 Tigers. It was organized in a single platoon-equivalent force and numbered simply from 1 to 5. After being re-supplied with Tigers, the company reached its full strength of 14 in early June 1943. It was organized in three platoons of 4 Tigers each and 2 in the headquarters section. The numbering system was 11, 12, 13 and 14 for the 1st Platoon. The two other platoons were numbered analogously. The headquarters tanks were numbered 01 and 02. The remaining Panzer IIIs were simply “used up” and were not renumbered.

With the arrival of the rest of the battalion in July 1943, the formation had the standard table of organization and the standard numbering system. The battalion headquarters tanks were numbered with Roman numerals (I, II and III). Some of the old tanks of the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 were renumbered several times: Tiger 1 became 01 and finally 134. Other examples: Tiger 3 became 14 and, in the end, 113; Tiger 5 wound up as 21. Tiger 4 was sent to factory maintenance. After the winter of 1943/44, the battalion was considerably over-strength, and the platoons were provided with more than 4 Tigers each. This resulted in higher number (115, 205, 217, 308, 318 etc.).

Camouflage and Markings

The first tanks delivered still had the grey paint and were not painted any further. Only the white angles of the Balkenkreuz were painted on the hull sides, slightly behind the center point. The turret numbers were painted on the turret sides in white outline. The battalion insignia—a large mammoth in white outline—dominated the turret rear since no stowage boxes were available in the beginning. After delivery of those boxes, a small symbol was painted either in white or in a black outline on the right hull front. The Panzer IIIs had the normal grey color and later received yellow-olive and dark olive-green patches. Turret numerals and the Balkenkreuz were white outlines. The numbers were about two thirds of the turret height and were positioned on the forward turret side. The battalion insignia was painted in white outline on the right hull front plate.

In early 1943, only single digit turret numerals were used. These were painted in the middle of the turret sides in solid black. In the months afterward, the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 used two-digit numerals either in solid white or in white with black stripes. The stripes were used to reduce the visibility of the prominent numbers. They were rather big and painted on the forward turret side. At that time, the tanks did not carry a Balkenkreuz. They had a whitewash coat during winter and were repainted in spring with yellow-olive paint, partly covering the old grey coating.

The tanks issued to the 2. and 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 were delivered with the new yellow-olive factory finish already applied. Prior to their employment in the east, thick green-olive snake-like lines were added. The battalion switched to the three-digit numbering system. The numerals were painted in black on the forward side of the turret just beneath the smoke dischargers. For several months, the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 used white numbers of the same size with a thin black outline. The Balkenkreuz was on the rear third of the hull side and covered the full height of the sidewall. The 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 painted the Balkenkreuz on a black square.

During the winter of 1943/44, the tanks received a whitewash. The turret numbers were slightly larger than before (about one third of the turret height) and painted in black in the middle of the forward turret section. In 1944, the battalion had to integrate many replacement vehicles and turned to a different number system. Three-digit numbers were painted on the forward part of the turret side, but they were in red with a white outline. The new tanks with the yellow-olive base coat were painted with green-olive and rust brown spots. All tanks lacked the Balkenkreuz. The Tiger IIs received directly from the factory at the end of March 1945 did not get any markings. Due to the lack of the yellow-olive primer, they only had the anti-corrosion coating. In order to obscure this treacherous color, the crews painted broad green-olive wavy stripes on the tank and added brush-sized spots.

SCHWERE PANZER-ABTEILUNG 503 (SCHWERE PANZER-ABTEILUNG “FELDHERRNHALLE”)

Equipment

Though it was the oldest Tiger battalion of all, schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 did not receive its first tanks until November 1942. 15 of the first Tigers delivered were of the initial version with the submachine-gun port on the right turret side. They featured the Feifel filter system and still lacked Zimmerit. The battalion was also provided with 31 Panzer IIIs (Model N). Very distinctive for this battalion was the use of ex-Panzer III turret rear boxes on the Tigers.

In February 1943, the 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502 was consolidated with the battalion and was redesignated as the 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503. At the time, the company had 9 Tigers and 9 Panzer IIIs (Model N). The 14 tanks delivered in May 1943 brought the battalion to full strength prior to Operation “Citadel.” They already had the loader’s vision block on the turret roof. The tanks had track links on the front bow and, increasingly, on the hull front. During Operation “Citadel” some of the tanks had small metal sheets attached to the hull sides for carrying either fascines or barbed wire. The January 1944 delivery of 45 tanks featured the new cupola and the single headlight, but they still had the old rubber-rimmed roadwheels. They all had a Zimmerit coating.

During the Soviet spring offensives in 1944, the battalion lost almost its entire complement of vehicles and had to be reconstituted. Being the only army Tiger battalion available for the initial stages of the Normandy campaign, the battalion was rushed into action with a mixture of equipment. The 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 received 12 Tiger IIs with “Porsche” turrets (except one). The rest of the battalion was equipped with the last version of the Tiger I with thicker armor on the turret roof and three lifting hooks on top of the turret. All Tigers had Zimmerit and the Tiger Is carried track links on the turret sides and on the hull front. They all had the shackle cutouts.

At the end of July, the 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 was pulled out of the line and received 14 Tiger IIs at Mailly le Camp (12 of them with “Porsche” turrets). Having lost again almost the whole complement of armored vehicles (except 2 “Porsche” Tiger IIs), the battalion received 45 Tiger IIs and was sent to Hungary. Nearly, but not all, tanks had Zimmerit coating. Five Tiger IIs were issued on 16 March 1945. At the end of the actions in Hungary, some tanks had two extra rows of track links attached to the center turret side section for additional protection.

Organization

After its establishment, the battalion consisted of only two tank companies and a battalion headquarters section. Each company had 9 Tigers and 13 Panzer IIIs. The four platoons of the company had 2 Tigers and 2 Panzer IIIs each; there was 1 company headquarters Tiger and a light platoon of 5 Panzer IIIs. The numbering system was 111, 113, 121, 123, 131, 133, 141 and 143 for the Tigers, 112, 114, 122, 124, 132, 134, 142 and 144 for the Panzer IIIs, 100 for the company commander and 101 to 105 for the light platoon. The 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 had the same system. Two Tigers (I and II) formed the battalion headquarters section. The 5 remaining Panzer IIIs formed the battalion’s light platoon and were used for reconnaissance missions.

Effective 3 February 1943, the tank companies were organized with 2 light (4 Panzer IIIs) and 2 heavy platoons (4 Tigers). This changed in the weeks before Operation “Citadel” when the battalion was organized according to the standard table of organization. In early 1944, the battalion was considerable overstrength and the companies temporarily had a fourth platoon.

Schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 was employed in Normandy with new Tiger I tanks and 12 Tiger IIs (in the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503). Two Tiger Is used in 3rd Platoon completed the company strength of 14 tanks. Later on, the 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 was equipped with 14 Tiger II tanks, thus forming the first pure Tiger II company that saw combat.

In September 1944, the battalion became the fourth battalion with a full inventory of Tiger IIs. During its entire existence, the battalion used the standard three digit numbering system.

Camouflage and Markings

Like all other early Tigers, the first vehicles, including the Panzer IIIs, were simply painted in grey. The Balkenkreuz was on the central part of the hull side. The three-digit numerals were centrally located and half the height of the turret. They were painted in white with a small black outline. Most of the tanks of the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 bore the battalion insignia—a tiger’s head on a white circle—painted on the right hull front. After integration of the 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 502, the companies eliminated the battalion insignia. The Panzer IIIs also were painted in grey color and had the same pattern turret numerals in white with a small black outline painted on the forward half of the turret side. The digit size was about 60% of the turret height. The tank identification numeral was also painted on the rear of the stowage box.

In the spring of 1943, the tanks were repainted in a strange mixture of dark yellow-green-olive. The tanks had black turret numbers with a white outline. Since the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 filled the centers of the white numerals with black paint, these numerals featured a white and small black outline. For several months, the battalion had six Balkenkreuze on each tank! One on each central hull side, another one on each side of the middle of the forward turret side and two on the rear stowage box flanking the numeral applied there. Replacement tanks of the 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 sometimes had fairly narrow numbers.

During the winter of 1943/44, the tanks again had a coat of whitewash, very often obscuring the Balkenkreuz. The turret numbers were left open so they looked like solid black. The tanks picked up by Leutnant Piepgras in February in Magdeburg and attached to Kampfgruppe Mittermeyer (Task Force Mittermeyer) for several weeks, had different markings. The turret numbers on the forward third of the turret side were slightly larger (about 60% of the turret height) and had a dark red color without an outline. The tanks still had them in May during the training mission for Hungarian crews in Kolomea.

Later on, the tank identification numerals were also painted on the rear turret stowage box. These tanks had the standard yellow-olive base and the Balkenkreuz on the hull side was behind the center point. The tanks employed in Normandy were painted in dark yellow-olive with green-olive and brown spots. The Balkenkreuz on the Tiger Is was in the middle of the hull side. The turret numbers were painted on the forward turret half and painted in black with a white outline.

The markings of the “Porsche” Tiger II tanks of the 1. and 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 used in France can easily be distinguished not only by the initial digit but also by its location on the turret. The 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 had them in the front section of the turret side, the 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 in the rear section. The Balkenkreuz was always in the center section of the turret side. Several crews of the 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 503 painted their Tiger II tanks with vertical green-olive and brown stripes of different width.

In September of 1944, the battalion received a whole complement of new Tiger II tanks, some with the new “ambush” pattern camouflage. Most of the tanks had the yellow olive primer and were covered with green-olive and brown spots. The Balkenkreuz was in the central turret section, and the turret numerals were initially painted in front of it. Later, replacement tanks sometimes had different locations of the numerals. These black numerals, about one fourth of the turret height, had a white outline.

SCHWERE PANZER-ABTEILUNG 504

Equipment

This second “African” Tiger battalion received 20 Tiger Is in February 1943. It was rushed to Tunisia, but only 11 Tigers and 16 Panzer IIIs (Model L) were ferried over. The other 9 Tigers and 9 Panzer IIIs (Model L) remained in Sicily. These tanks belonged to the second production run without the submachine-gun port in the right turret rear. The 8 tanks issued to the 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 504 in May/June 1943 already had the loader’s vision block and the turret side mountings for spare track links. All the tanks lacked Zimmerit; some had track links on the front bow. The 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 504 was later transferred to Panzer-Regiment “Grofldeutschland.”

In early 1944, the battalion was reconstituted in the occupied Netherlands and France, receiving 45 new Tiger I tanks. All had the new steel-rimmed roadwheel suspension and most of them (28) had the new armor increased turret roof (but still with the binocular gunner’s sight). All the tanks were coated with Zimmerit and carried track links on the turret sides but not on the hull front or bow. The 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 504 (formerly Panzer-Kompanie (Funklenk) 314) also had 15 Borgward IV demolition carriers. It came as a surprise to all battalion soldiers that they left France for Italy right after D-Day. In July of 1944, 12 Tiger I tanks of the final version were issued, featuring the monocular sight and the shackle cut-out. Like the other “Italian” Tiger battalion—schwere Panzer-Abteilung 508—it was not equipped with Tiger II tanks.

Organization

The initial inventory of the battalion was 20 Tigers and 25 Panzer IIIs (Model L). The battalion was organized into two tank companies, each one with four platoons. Each tank platoon had two Tigers and two Panzer IIIs; 1 Tiger and 2 Panzer IIIs were in the headquarters section. The numbering system of the 1./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 504 was 100, 111, 112, 121, 122, 131, 132, 141 and 142 for the Tigers and 101, 102, 113, 114, 123, 124, 133, 134, 143 and 144 for the Panzer IIIs. The numbering system of 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 504 was analogous. The battalion headquarters had 2 Tigers and one light platoon of 5 Panzer IIIs (01 to 05). When the 2./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 504 received 6 more Tigers on Sicily, the Panzer IIIs were handed over to Panzer-Regiment 215 and the tank platoons consisted only of Tigers.

Receiving a full complement of 45 new tanks in March and April of 1944, the battalion had the regular table of organization and, consequently, the corresponding numbering system.

The 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 504 was the former panzer-Kompanie (Funklenk) 314 and was equipped with Borgward IV demolition carriers (Sd.Kfz. 301). According to the table of organization and equipment, each of the three tank platoons was supposed to have 9 Borgward IVs. The company reserved an additional stock of 12 demolition carriers. Every platoon also had an Sch¸tzenpanzerwagen 251/1.

Camouflage and Markings

The tanks in the initial inventory had the same sand-olive color as schwere Panzer-Abteilung 501. The three digit turret numerals were painted in solid red right in the middle of the turret side and also on the rear turret box. The digit size was about one fourth of the turret height. On the forward hull side there was a small white rhomboid (tactical sign for armor formations) with a red line in it (meaning “heavy”) and a small “1” or “2” beside it, indicating the company number. The Balkenkreuz was in the middle of the hull side. The Panzer IIIs had the same sand-olive color and the company’s rhomboid on the forward hull side. The turret numerals were painted in red on the forward turret side and were about half the turret’s height. The numeral was also on the rear stowage box.

After its reconstitution in the spring of 1944, the battalion shifted to a totally different marking system. It retained a three digit system, but with the first number of prominent height (two thirds of the turret height) and the two other digits of only 40% size. They were white with a black outline. The Sch¸tzenpanzerwagen in the platoons of the 3./schwere Panzer-Abteilung 504 were numbered 315, 325 and 335. The camouflage pattern was dark olive green with small dark green and larger dark brown patches. The Balkenkreuz
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Vehicle Type 1]July 1943 1 January 1945 Remarks

Flakpanzer IV 0 8 Armored antiaircraft vehicle
(4x 3.7-cm +
4x Quad 2-cm)
8-ton 4x 2-cm Flak 6 3 Ant

prime mover (halfirack)

afi weapons on a

Sch.zenpanzerwagen 10 11 Halftrack
Bergepanzer V 0 Armored recovery vehicle
on a Panther chassis
18-on Zugkrafowagen 8 7 18-ton prime mover
(halftrack)
I-ton Zugkraftwagen s 13 I-ton prime mover
(halfirack)
Kettenkrad 0 14 Half:racked motorcycle
Beiwagenkrad 2 0 Motoreycle with sidecar
Solokrad 17 6 Motorcycle
Personenkraftwagen, 64 38 Cross-country staff car
gelindegingig
Personenkraftwagen, 2 1 Civilian staff car (limited
zivil crosscountry capability)
Lastkrafiwagen, 11 84 Crosscountry-capable truck
gelindegingig
Lastkraftwagen, zivil 24 34 Civilian truck (limited cross-

country capability)

Maultier 0 6 Truck converted to a
halftrack
Kran-Kraftfahrzeug 3 3 Prime mover with a crane

TOTAL 978
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