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Preface

The Old Testament can be confusing for the new
believer. I would venture to say that even the more mature struggle
to understand the rituals, sacrifices, and festivals of this time.
This study is about the offerings and sacrifices ordained by God in
the Law of Moses. Admittedly, this might not be very appealing to
the reader, but the reality of the matter is that these sacrifices
and offerings have much to teach us about God and the kind of
relationship He wants with us.

God gave His law
to the Jewish nation, not just to show them how they were to live
but also to reveal His nature to them. Through these sacrifices and
offerings, the Lord showed His people what was important to Him. He
also taught them the seriousness of sin and its implications in
their lives. I would venture to say that in these New Testament
days, we have often lost sight of what these offerings and
sacrifices teach us about God and our responsibility toward Him. As
a result, we have become complacent about sin in our lives, our
church, and our society.

I trust that as
the reader takes the time to examine the teaching in this study, he
or she will come to a deeper sense of the holiness of God and His
desire for us to walk in that holiness as well. I also trust that
it will also give us a greater appreciation of the work the Lord
Jesus Christ did on the cross to make forgiveness possible.

May the Lord God
be pleased to use this work to elevate His name and bless His
people.






F. Wayne Mac
Leod




Chapter 1 - The
Burnt Offering

The book of Leviticus is the primary source of
information about the offerings and sacrifices God expected from
His people. Leviticus 1 begins with the law for the burnt offering.
Israel brought this as a tribute to God and recognition of His
worth.

From Exodus
29:38-42, we learn that every morning and evening, the priest
sacrificed a one-year-old lamb to God.

[38] “Now this
is what you shall offer on the altar: two lambs a year old day by
day regularly. [39] One lamb you shall offer in the morning, and
the other lamb you shall offer at twilight. [40] And with the first
lamb a tenth measure of fine flour mingled with a fourth of a hin
of beaten oil, and a fourth of a hin of wine for a drink offering.
[41] The other lamb you shall offer at twilight, and shall offer
with it a grain offering and its drink offering, as in the morning,
for a pleasing aroma, a food offering to the LORD. [42] It shall be
a regular burnt offering throughout your generations at the
entrance of the tent of meeting before the LORD, where I will meet
with you, to speak to you there. (Exodus 29)

On the Sabbath, in
addition to the regular morning and evening burnt offerings, the
Israelites sacrificed another two one-year-old male lambs to the
Lord God as burnt offerings.

[9] “On the
Sabbath day, two male lambs a year old without blemish, and
two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour for a grain offering, mixed
with oil, and its drink offering: [10] this is the burnt offering
of every Sabbath, besides the regular burnt offering and its drink
offering. (Numbers 28)

At the beginning
of every month, during the new moon, God required two bulls, one
ram and seven more lambs for the burnt offering:

[11] At the
beginnings of your months, you shall offer a burnt offering to the
LORD: two bulls from the herd, one ram, seven male lambs a year old
without blemish; [12] also three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour
for a grain offering, mixed with oil, for each bull, and two-tenths
of fine flour for a grain offering, mixed with oil, for the one
ram; [13] and a tenth of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain
offering for every lamb; for a burnt offering with a pleasing
aroma, a food offering to the LORD. [14] Their drink offerings
shall be half a hin of wine for a bull, a third of a hin for a ram,
and a quarter of a hin for a lamb. This is the burnt offering of
each month throughout the months of the year. (Numbers 28)

The fourteenth day
of the first month was the beginning of Passover. At that time, in
addition to the regular morning and evening offerings, God expected
a burnt offering of seven lambs, two bulls and one ram each day for
the seven days of the celebration.

[16] “On the
fourteenth day of the first month is the LORD’s Passover, [17] and
on the fifteenth day of this month is a feast. Seven days shall
unleavened bread be eaten. [18] On the first day there shall be a
holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work, [19] but
offer a food offering, a burnt offering to the LORD: two bulls from
the herd, one ram, and seven male lambs a year old; see that they
are without blemish; … [23] You shall offer these besides the burnt
offering of the morning, which is for a regular burnt offering.
[24] In the same way you shall offer daily, for seven days, the
food of a food offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. It
shall be offered besides the regular burnt offering and its drink
offering. [25] And on the seventh day you shall have a holy
convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work. (Numbers 28)

Later, during the
celebration of the Feast of Weeks, the priests sacrificed another
two bulls, one ram and seven one-year-old lambs:

[26] “On the
day of the firstfruits, when you offer a grain offering of new
grain to the LORD at your Feast of Weeks, you shall have a holy
convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work, [27] but offer a
burnt offering, with a pleasing aroma to the LORD: two bulls from
the herd, one ram, seven male lambs a year old (Numbers 28)

The first day of
the seventh month was the celebration of the Feast of Trumpets.
Like the other celebrations, this again called for a burnt offering
of one bull, one ram and seven one-year-old lambs.

[29:1] “On the
first day of the seventh month you shall have a holy convocation.
You shall not do any ordinary work. It is a day for you to blow the
trumpets, [2] and you shall offer a burnt offering, for a pleasing
aroma to the LORD: one bull from the herd, one ram, seven male
lambs a year old without blemish (Numbers 29)

Ten days after the
Feast of Trumpets was the Day of Atonement. Similar to the Feast of
Trumpets, Israel again offered one bull, one ram and seven lambs as
a burnt offering to the Lord.

[7] “On the
tenth day of this seventh month you shall have a holy convocation
and afflict yourselves. You shall do no work, [8] but you shall
offer a burnt offering to the LORD, a pleasing aroma: one bull from
the herd, one ram, seven male lambs a year old: see that they are
without blemish. (Numbers 29)

The Feast of
Booths on the fifteenth day of the seventh month began with the
sacrifice of thirteen bulls, two rams and fourteen lambs. Every day
for seven days, the priests sacrificed two rams and fourteen lambs,
but the number of bulls required each day decreased by one per day.
In total, Israel sacrificed seventy bulls at the Feast of Booths
over seven days. On the eighth day, Israel concluded the
celebration with the sacrifice of another bull, ram and seven
lambs.

God also required
burnt offerings at special events in the lives of His children.
When a mother purified herself after the birth of a child, she
offered a burnt offering to the Lord God. This offering was either
a lamb, a turtle dove or a pigeon, depending on what she could
afford:

[6] “And when
the days of her purifying are completed, whether for a son or for a
daughter, she shall bring to the priest at the entrance of the tent
of meeting a lamb a year old for a burnt offering, and a pigeon or
a turtledove for a sin offering, [7] and he shall offer it before
the LORD and make atonement for her. Then she shall be clean from
the flow of her blood. This is the law for her who bears a child,
either male or female. [8] And if she cannot afford a lamb, then
she shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons, one for a burnt
offering and the other for a sin offering. And the priest shall
make atonement for her, and she shall be clean.” (Leviticus 12)

God also expected
a burnt offering after a person was cleansed from a bodily
discharge that defiled him or her. When the individual was
cleansed, he or she offered a turtledove or a pigeon to the
Lord:

[13] “And when
the one with a discharge is cleansed of his discharge, then he
shall count for himself seven days for his cleansing, and wash his
clothes. And he shall bathe his body in fresh water and shall be
clean. [14] And on the eighth day he shall take two turtledoves or
two pigeons and come before the LORD to the entrance of the tent of
meeting and give them to the priest. [15] And the priest shall use
them, one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering.
And the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD for his
discharge. (Leviticus 15)

If an individual
made a special vow to the Lord, upon completion of that vow, he or
she offered a male lamb as a burnt offering to the Lord:

[13] “And this
is the law for the Nazirite, when the time of his separation has
been completed: he shall be brought to the entrance of the tent of
meeting, [14] and he shall bring his gift to the LORD, one male
lamb a year old without blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe
lamb a year old without blemish as a sin offering, and one ram
without blemish as a peace offering, (Numbers 6)

What we see here
is that God’s people brought burnt offerings every day and during
their religious feasts and celebrations. They also brought this
offering after they were cleansed from defilement or upon
completion of a vow. Along with the burnt offering, the people of
Israel generally offered a food offering, drink offering and a sin
offering. This fact shows us that the burnt offering was not for
cleansing or forgiveness. God also required offerings for
forgiveness to be sacrificed alongside the burnt offering. This
offering appears
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