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what is biology?

Biology is the science of living things. 

Science is about explaining how things 

work, so biology is about explaining 

how living things work.

The starting place for any 

scientific investigation is 

asking: ‘How and why does 

that happen?’ For example:

Why do cows fart so much? 

(See pages 8–9.)

PARP!

I do beg your pardon.

It was something I ate.

How do plants spread their seeds? 

(See pages 34–35.)

    Ping!

Ping!

       Ping!

Why do people sweat when they’re hot? 

(See page 14.)

Thanks 

for that!

Look out 

below!

POUF!
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ANIMALS, PLANTS AND PEOPLE

This book is about animals, plants and people. The comic 

strips show examples of  biology in action – for example:

• ... how a plant gets 

shrew poo ... (See pages  

     38–39.)

Around the comic strips you will find science information, 

plus more examples and explanations of biology in action.

I love shrew 

poo!

and why sneezes aren’t simple. 

(See pages 50–51.)

So bright!

No, wait ...

Is it my turn 

yet?

Nope.

Whoo!

Time for you two 

to leave home.

how a polar bear cares for her cubs ... (See pages 18–19.)

Achoo!








6

Classification

Living things are grouped 

using a system we call 

classification. It is based on 

what we can see about them, 

particularly how they are 

similar and different.

KINGDOM

Is it a plant or animal? 

Have I got leaves?

PHYLUM CLASS

Obviously, yes.  

So I go in 

Chordata.

classifying fido:

WHAT IS AN ANIMAL?

Here are some of the key things that usually make a 

living thing part of the animal kingdom:

•  it cannot make its own food, so it has to eat another 

living thing to survive

•  it breathes in oxygen

•  it can move from place to place

Compare these 

to see how 

important the 

differences and 

similarities are 

in classification. 

NO. Animalia.

Does this animal have 

a backbone?

Does it feed its young 

milk?

Yes! 

So I must be a 

mammal – Mammalia.
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ORDER

Does it eat mostly meat?

WHAT IS A PLANT?

These are some of the things that usually make a 

living thing part of the plant kingdom:

•  it is able to make its own food, using a process 

called photosynthesis (see page 28)

•  it takes in carbon dioxide for photosynthesis

•  it cannot move from place to place.

Yep. 

Which puts me 

in Carnivora.

GNAW

GNAW

FAMILY

Did my ancestors have 

teeth like these?

GENUS

What is its body shape?

SPECIES

Does it live with humans?

Dog-like = 

Canis

Totally! 

Which make me 

Canis familiaris. 

A pet dog.

Yes = Canidae
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