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D

uring the 1760s and 1770s, some people 

in the thirteen American colonies were 

restless under the power of King George 

III of England. There were taxes (on things like 

paper, playing cards, and tea) that colonists did 

not get to vote on, but had to pay. There were 

rules that they had to provide supplies and living 

space for British soldiers. There was a street 

brawl known as the Boston Massacre that led to 

those soldiers firing on and killing colonists.

Some colonists began to speak up, 

demanding more of a voice in choosing their 

own leaders and making the laws they had 

to obey. Across Massachusetts, colonists 

gathered arms and ammunition, storing them 

secretly in case they needed to fight for their 

rights.

In April of 1775, people in Boston noticed 

that British troops—called the Regulars—had 

been more active than usual. Many suspected 

they were preparing for a mission to seize 

weapons hidden in the town of Concord. 

Perhaps they would even arrest leaders of the 

protests against British rule, men like John 

Hancock and Samuel Adams, who were staying 

out of sight in nearby Lexington.






“

Every Act of Oppression will sour their 

Tempers . . . and hasten their final Revolt.”

—Benjamin Franklin, letter, 1767

“. . . one of the soldiers having received a 

severe blow with a stick, stepped a little on 

one side and instantly fired. . . .”

—Captain Thomas Preston, account 

of the Boston Massacre, 1770

“All might be free if they valued freedom, 

and defended it as they ought.”

—Samuel Adams, 

The Boston Gazette

, 1771

“Can any one reason be assigned why 

160,000 electors in the island of Great 

Britain should give law to four millions in 

the states of America?”

—Thomas Jefferson, 

A Summary View of 

the Rights of British America

, 1774
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