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  Hi! I’m Kit.
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  A Note for Parents and Educators

  Every patent application I've ever filed started the same way: a sketch on a napkin, a scribble on a whiteboard, a rough drawing that didn't look like much to anyone except the person who made it. In two decades of working with inventors, I've never once seen a finished product come first. The drawing always comes first. And it's always messy.

  In Book 5 of Kit's Little Sparks, Kit wants to fix Mia's tippy juice but freezes in front of a blank page. Sparks introduces Marco, a boy covered in marker smudges who draws on everything and calls every single scribble "PERFECT!" Marco doesn't teach Kit to draw well. He teaches Kit to draw at all. That distinction matters. Too many children (and adults) believe they need to be good at drawing before they start. Marco flips that: the act of putting pencil to paper is the skill. The quality is irrelevant. By the end of the book, Kit's sketchbook is full of wobbly, silly, imperfect shapes, and one of them becomes the seed of a real invention. This is the first book in the Making phase (Books 5 through 8), where Kit transitions from noticing the world to actively creating in it. Books 1 through 4 built the emotional and observational foundations. Now Kit picks up a tool for the first time. The lesson is simple but powerful: drawing is thinking made visible. After reading, try the "Squiggle Time" activity together. Set a one minute timer, grab a big piece of paper, and draw as many shapes as you can. Fast. Messy. No erasing. When the timer stops, look at the shapes and ask your child, "Does any one look like something?" Circle the favorite. Your child just did exactly what real inventors do every day. He got an idea out of his head and onto paper. That's where everything begins.

  - Chris Kuczynski, A Registered Patent Attorney
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  Hello, friends. Ready? Today we are reading about one of the most important things an inventor does, drawing.

  Not a perfect drawing, not a beautiful drawing, a squiggly, wobbly, silly drawing because that is where every single invention starts. In this story, Kit meets a new friend named Marco. Marco draws on everything, on paper, on napkins, even on his shoes.
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  Look down at your feet for a moment. Imagine drawing on your shoes. What would you draw?

  "Don't worry if it's squiggly," says Marco, "just draw. Draw your squiggle in the air." Kit draws a squiggle. "Perfect," says Marco.
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  Draw a squiggle in the air and say, "Perfect." Kit draws another squiggle and another and another. Draw another squiggle in the air and another and another. Keep going.

  Kit drew lots of ideas, squiggly, wobbly, silly ideas. Shake your drawing hand out. You drew a lot of squiggles.
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  Kit points to one. "That one." Marco cheers, "Now, that's an inventor's drawing." Now let's talk about the story. Think for a moment, why do you think Marco always says not to worry if it is squiggly?

  Because the squiggle is just the beginning. It does not have to be perfect. It just has to be an idea.

  

OEBPS/nav.xhtml

  Contents


    		Cover


    		Welcome


    		Copyright


    		Title Page


    		A Note for Parents


    		Story 1


    		Story 2


    		Story 3


    		Story 4


    		Story 5


    		Story 6


    		Story 7


    		Story 8


    		Thank You


    		Activity Page


    		The Inventor's Playbook


    		Play-Together Game 1


    		Play-Together Game 2


    		Play-Together Game 3


    		Play-Together Game 4


    		Play-Together Game 5


    		Play-Together Game 6


    		About This Book


    		Your Next Adventure


    		The End


  




OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
K\’\' DRAWS AN /DEA

= ocrlbbles and“Squlggles and;Plans= =

i
/ A Reglstered Pateni Attorney





OEBPS/images/page-06.jpg





OEBPS/images/page-07.jpg





OEBPS/images/page-04.jpg
Scribbles and Squiggles and Plans

A Note for Parents and Educators

Every patent application I've ever filed started the same way: a sketch on a napkin, a scribble on a
whiteboard, a rough drawing that didn’t look like much to anyone except the person who made it. In
two decades of working with inventors, I've never once seen a finished product come first. The drawing
always comes first. And it’s always messy.

In Book 5 of Kit’s Little Sparks, Kit wants to fix Mia’s tippy juice but freezes in front of a blank page.
Sparks introduces Marco, a boy covered in marker smudges who draws on everything and calls every
single scribble “PERFECT!” Marco doesn’t teach Kit to draw well. He teaches Kit to draw at all. That
distinction matters. Too many children (and adults) believe they need to be good at drawing before
they start. Marco flips that: the act of putting pencil to paper is the skill. The quality is irrelevant. By
the end of the book, Kit’s sketchbook is full of wobbly, silly, imperfect shapes, and one of them becomes
the seed of a real invention. This is the first book in the Making phase (Books 5 through 8), where Kit
transitions from noticing the world to actively creating in it. Books 1 through 4 built the emotional and
observational foundations. Now Kit picks up a tool for the first time.

The lesson is simple but powerful: drawing is thinking made visible. After reading, try the “Squiggle
Time” activity together. Set a timer for one minute, grab a big piece of paper, and draw as many shapes
as you can. Fast. Messy. No erasing. When the timer stops, look at the shapes and ask your child, “Does
any one look like something?” Circle the favorite. Your child just did exactly what real inventors do
every day. He got an idea out of his head and onto paper. That's where everything begins.
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